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PREF ACE. 


[
 attpll1pting to place he fore the public an account of the lives of the leafling persunages 
who have figured in Canadian history, froll! the period of the first discovery of the 
country duwn to the present times, the editor has encounterell the difficulties inci,lental 
to such an undertaking. \Vith respect to past times the principal difficulty has been one 
of selection. It lms constantly been necessary to bear in mind the fact that the present 
is a Canadian, and not a mere Provincial work, and that many nameH must he excluded 
from it'i pages which woulel rightfully find a place in a Biographical Cyclupædia of a 
particular Province. During the period before the Conf}uest, for instance, there were 
many gallant gentlellipn whose lives and achievements are pleasant to recall, anfl who 
left at lea'St a tempurary imprPs"" upon the civil, pulitical and ecclesiastical institutions of 
New France. The interest in the lives of these pl'rsonages, however, is for the most 
part confined to the inhabitants of the Lower Provinces, and only a few sketches of the 
lives of the more prominent amon:r thcm could be admitted into the present work 
with due regard to their relative importance. :::;imilar remarks are applicable to various 
personages who have played a not in"ignificant part in the history of the Maritime 
Provinces, and even to sume who have figured in the annals of the Pruvince of Ontariu. 
It is believed, howe\er, that no name of really national importance has been omitted, 
and that the selection has been made with due regard to the comprehensive scope of 
the work. 
As respect'S the present day, it has been found nece
sary to adopt a mllch wider 
range. There are many living persons who, from the mere fact of their occupying more 
ur less conspicllous positiuns, are entitled to notice in the work, but whu would uwloubtedly 
have had no place there by rea<;on of their pel"OIHtl merit:" or ahilities. This is an incident 
of every work which attempts to deal with contemporaneous biography, and it is one 
which can nf'ither l,e ignored nor surmounted. 
The four volumes cumprise,l in 'l'HI'; UA
AD[ \
 PORTRAIT G \LLEIlY cuntain, in1ulditiun 
to the title pages and taLI
 of contents, !)fiO printed pages. The nUll1ber of sketches is 



VI. 


PREFACE. 


204. For 18;') of these, containing a total of 8R8 page:::, the editor is personally responsible. 
A few of them had been published in a Toronto newspaper prior to their appearance 
in this work, but the sketches so previously published were subjected to a thorough 
revision, and in most ca.,>es a good deal of important matter was added. The remaining 
lû sketches, containing an aggre
ate of 72 pages, are the work of five valued contrihutors. 
Thl' sketch of Sir John A. Macdonald was prepared by ;Ur. Charles Lindsey, of Toronto, 
whose" Life anll Times of William Lyon Mackf'nzic," publishpd nearly twenty years ago, 
malle his name known from one end of this country to the other. The skf'tch of Sir 
George E. ('artier is the work of a writer well fitted for such an un(lertaking hy his 
personal acquaintance with that gentleman (luring the latter's liff'time. The sketches of 
the Rev. Dr. Crawley, Sir Samuel Cunard, and the Hon. S. H. Holmes were contributed 
hy the Rev. Ilobert 1[l1rray, editor of thp PI'e."b!/tPl"itln Witness, of Halifax, N.S. The 
sketch of Sir Dominick Daly wa.,> written by Sir Francis Hincks, whose intimacy with Sir 
Dominick dming that gentleman's residence in Calmda, awl whose active participation 
in the political life of the time render him peculiarly well qualified for the ta.,>k. The 
remaining contributor is .Mr. George Stewart, jr., e(litor of the Qnebec Chnmicle, a 
gentleman well-known to the Canadian public as the author of "Canada under the 
Administration of the Earl of Dufferin," and of other valuable historical and literary 
works. Mr. ðtewart's contributions consi
t of the sketches of Sir S. L. Tilley, The Hons. 
A. G. Archibald, T. A. R. Laflamme, R. E. Caron, E. B. Chandler, J. C. Allen, ('. E. B. 
De Boucherville, H. G. Joly, T. W. Anglin, J. J. C. Abbott, Sir William Young, Mgr. Laval, 
and the .\lost Rev. John !lredley. The editor deems it right to take this opportunity of 
bearing public testimony to his high sense of the services of his friends above referred 
to, amI to the pleasant nature of his relations with them during the progress of this 
work through the press. 
With respect to the literary execution of the work, it is hoped that it will be found 
to maintain the promises made on its behalf in the prospectus issued towards the close of 
the year 1879. "In this country "-so l'an the prospectus-" where political issues develop 
strong sympathies-and even pr
judices-it is of the first importance that the sketches of 
public men shall be written with justice, and with entire freedom from political bias. 
This difficult task-difficult, more especially in the case of living persons-the editor will 
endeavour faithfully to discharge." It is scarcely to be expected that the editor's estimate 
will in every case meet with universal acceptance. It is believed, however, that no reader 
will dispute the fact that there has been an honest attempt to do justice to the character 
and actions of every man whose life is delineate,l in these volumes. It wa.,> a matter of 
course that a work of such dimensions would not pass through the press without Rome 
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errors creeping into it. in spite of the utmost care in reading anù correcting proof-sheets. 
THE CA
ADIA
 PORTRAIT GALLERY doubtless containo.; many such. Se'-eral of the more 
important may as well be referred to in this place, as it is not proposed to issue a table of 
errata. The fir'it error occurs on the very first page of the first volume, in the sketch of 
the present Governor-General of Canada. It is stated that Archibald, 
Iarquis of Argyll, 
wa'! brought to the scatfolc1 during the Protectorate, for his espousal of the Royali'!t cause. 
As matter of fact the Marquis was beheaded on the 27th of May, Hi61, after the Protec- 
torate had come to an end: amI his execution was due to his having intrigued with 
Cromwpll, and engage(l in a trea-;onable correspondence with Oeneral Monk. Another 
PITor OC'cUl
 on pabre .):
 of the third volume, in the sketch of the Hon. \ViIliam Rume 
Blake. A tribute to the deceased Chancellor's memory is quoted as ha,-ing been pro- 
nounce,1 by the late Chancellor Vankoughnpt, when as matter of fact the tribute was 
pronounced by the prespnt Chief Justice Spragge. The critical reader will also notice 
that the surname of Sir Allan MacNah is spelled in various ways in different sketches. 
This can scarcely be pronounced an error, as different branches of his family spell the 
name in a variety of ways. It would have been preferahle, however, had the spelling 
been uniform throughout the work. As matter of fact Sir Allan-at all event..; Iluring 
the latter years of his life-always spelled tlw name as it will be found spelled in the 
sketch of his life contained in the fourth volume-
IacXab. The ecclesiastical prefix 
"
Io::;t Reverend" was accidentally omitted in the title to the sketch of Archbishop 
Connolly; and the prefix "Sir" from the title to the sketch of Sir W. P. Howlaml. 
There are doubtles
 other errors which have not been detected by the editor, but it is 
believed that there are no others of importance. 
During the passage of the work through the press, vanoui;, events have occurred 
which affect the text a.o.; it stands, and which may appropriately be recorded here. On 
the 4th of January last the Judicial Bench of Ontario sustained a grievous loss by the 
death, at 
ice, France-whither he had gone for the improvement of his health-uf Chief 
Justice )Joss. On the 2Rth of the same month the Hon. )[1'. Letellier died at his home in 
the county of Kamourao.;ka. The Rev. Dr. Punshon died in England on the 14th of April 
last. The services of Lord Dufferin at St. Petersburg have COlliI' to an end, and he is 
about to take up his abode in a diplomatic capacity at C::onstantinople. The Hon. F. (L 
Baby has cea,>ed to be a member of the Government at Otta", a, aIllI ha... acc/'pteù a seat 
as OlW of the Judges of the Court of Queen's Beneh for the Province of Quebec. The 
Hon. James }IcDonald, late Minister of Justice, has succeeded Sir William Young a."! 
Chief Justice of Nova Scotia. The Hon. J. G. Spragge has ccasell to be Chancellor 
of Untario, and has become Chief Justice of the Court of Appeal. The Hon. R H. 


'- 
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Blake has retired from the Bench, and has resUl
ed practice at the Ontario Bar. On 
the 24th of May the Hon. Hector Langevin and Chief Justice Ritchie were created 
Knights Commander of the Order of St. 
Iichael and Bt. George. There have also 
been several other changes in the compol>ition of the Dominion Government, but as 
they are IlntleJ'stooù to be of only a temporary nature, it is considered unnecessary to 
specify them. 


T..RO....TO, J !lite lðf, 1881. 
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GENERAL SIR \VILLIAl\1 FEN\VIcK \VILLIA1IS, 


BART., K.C.B. 


T o tell the story of the life of "the Hero I He comes of military stock on both sides 
of Kars" as it deserves to be told, and of his house. His father, of whom he is 
as it will assuredly have to be told in the I the only surviving son, was Thomas Wil- 
not distant future, would require much Iiams, Commissary-General and Barrack 
greater space than can be allotted for the I Master at Halifax, who subsequently rose 
purpose in the present work. The life of to the rank of a Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
Sir Fenwick Williams, like that of his who died in 1807. His mother was Maria, 
friend and fellow-countryman Sir John daughter of Captain Thoma.s Walker. He 
Inglis, forms a glorious chapter in the his- was born at Annapolis Royal, the ancient 
tory, not of Nova Scotia alone, but of the capital of Nova Scotia, on the 4th of De- 
British Empire, in which it must ever oc- cember, 1800.- He had an elder and only 
cupy a conspicuous and an honoured place. brother, Lieutenant Thomas Gregory Town- 
In the annals of the Crimean War and the send Williams, of the Royal Artillery, who 
Indian Mutiny-two of the most notable served under Wellington in the Peninsula 
conflict,> of modern times-the names of and in "France, and who died after the com- 
these gallant sons of Nova Scotia stand out bat at New Orleans in 1814-15. 
in bolù relief. The career of Sir John' For the greater part of his early training, 
Inglis was brought to a close eighteen military and otherwise, he was indebted to 
years ago. Sir Fenwick Williams, though his relative, Colonel William Fenwick, of 
he has passed by a decade the allotted term the Royal Engineers. In May, 1815, through 
of three score years and ten, is happily still the influence of the Duke of Kent, who was 
preserved to us. His life is co-existent with a friend and patron of his father, he was 
the present century, the history of which placed at the Royal Military Academy at 
he has materially contributed to make. In Woolwich, in Englanù. While there he de- 
none but a conventional sense can he be vel oped a passion for a military life, anù 
said to have fallen into the sear and yellow studied military tactics with extraordinary 
leaf. It would be too much to expect that diligence. In 1821 he passeù a very suc- 
a veteran of fourscore will adù fresh lustre cessful examination, and in 1823 was ga- 
to his name by any further military achieve- zetted to a Recund lieutenancy in the Royal 
ments, but he is fully entitled to repose un- Artillery. Two years later he was pro- 
der the shade of his laurels for the remain- 
der of his days, surrounded by 
.. that which should accompany old age, 
A13 honour, love, obedience, troops of friends." 
IV-2 


.. Several authorities, Debrett among the number, place 
the date of his birth a year later. 'Ve adopt the date 
sanctioned by all the local historians, and by nearly all 
the standard collections of military biographies. 
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moted to a first lieutenancy, and was sta- 
tioned at Gibraltar. In 1829 he was trans- 
ferred to the East Indies, and was stationed 
in the island of Ceylon. He spent consid- 
erable time in travelling through India in 
the capacity of a military engineer, and 
penetrated to districts which were known 
to few Europeans in those days. Through 
the good offices of Sir Rubert Wilmot Hor- 
ton, he obtained an appointment in the de- 
partment of the Surveyor-General of Cey- 
lon, where he superintended the erection of 
various public buildings and hridges, and 
the construction of several highways in the 
neighbourhood of Colombo, the capital of the 
island. Towards the close of 18:J.j he bade 
adieu to India and proceeded to Egypt, where 
he formed the acquaintance of the Viceroy, 
the famous l\Iehemet Ali. Thence he proceed- 
ed to Syria and Constantinople, and, after a 
somewhat prolonged sojourn at the Turkish 
capital, returned to England in 183!:1 and re- 
joined his regiment. Early in the following 
year he was promoted to a captaincy. 
During his stay in Constantinople he had 
been presented to Mahmoud II., the Sultan, 
whose authority his great feudatory, Me- 
hemet Ali, had nearly succeeded in throw- 
ing off. The young English officer had 
thus had an opportunity of personally esti- 
mating the respective characters of these 
illustrious personages, and of forming a 
more intelligent opinion as to the merits of 
the controversy between them than anyone 
who had not travelled in their dominions 
could have been expected to do. The Sul- 
tan died about this time, and was succeeded 
by his son Abdul Medjid, who inherited but 
a very moderate share of his father's states- 
manship and energy. Great Britain, being 
then, as in times much more recent, sus- 
picious of Russian intrigues, and having 
resolved upon" maintaining the integrity" 
of the Ottoman Empire, prepared to inter- 
fere in the quarrel between the Sultan and 
his insubordinate vassal. While the pre- 


parations wel'e afoot, Lord Palmerston, who 
was Secretåry of State for Foreign Affairs, 
sent down to \V oolwich a requisition for an 
energetic and capable artillery officer, who 
was to proceed to the Turkish capital and 
iI1'>pect the arsenals there. The object of 
such inspection was to remedy the numer- 
ous deficiencies which were believed to ex- 
ist, and to put the Turkish marine in an 
efficient state of defence. Captain Fenwick 
Williams was the officer selected for this 
important duty. He repaired to Constanti- 
nople, and served in the arsenals there for 
three years. Towards the close of the year 
18
3 he received his majority, and imme- 
diately afterwards proceeded as British 
Commissioner to the conference held at 
Erzeroum, in IT pper Armenia, with a view 
to a settlement of the boundary-line be- 
tween Persia and Turkey in Asia. The 
commissioners were four in number, amI 
represented Great Britain, Russia, Turkey 
and Persia. Their conference lasted about 
four years, and after the Treaty was signed 
the commissioners were detailed to see its 
more important pro\'isions carricd out. This 
involved an official survey of the entire ter- 
ritory lying between 
Iount Ararat amI the 
head of the Persian gulf. The survey oc- 
cupied several years more, during the great- 
er part of which period the commissioners 
were compelled to endure many privations 
and hardships. They slept under canvas 
tents, and were exposed to terrible vicissi- 
tudes of alternate heat and cold. While 
engaged in his' labours he wa.,> prostrated 
by a serious illness, and wa<> compelled to 
return to England. 
F
r his services in connection with the 
maHng of the Treaty of Erzeroum he had 
been advanced, in 1848, to the brevet rank 
of Lieutenant-Colonel. During his illness 
the Crimean War was entered upon, and 
scarcely had he recovered ere the news 
reached England that the Turkish forces 
had been driven under the walls of Kars 
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by the Russians under Prince Bebutoff. 
The intelligence was regarded as momen- 
tous, as it was con
idered certain that the 
Russians would follow up their success by 
renewed efforts in Asia. It was highly de- 
sirable that Great Britain should have a 
representative there, to keep her informed 
of the state of the respccti ve armies, and as 
to the general course of events. Colonel 
'Villiallls, who was thoroughly familiar with 
the ground, and of whose abilities the \Y ar 
Office justly entertained a very high opinion, 
was forthwith despatched to the scene of 
action as Her )Iajesty's Commissioner. He 
reached Constantinople on the 14th of Au- 
gust, 1855, and put himself into immediate 
communication with Lord Raglan, Com- 
mander of the British Forces in the Crimea, 
and with Lord Stratford de Redcliffe, the 
British Plenipotentiary at Constantinople. 
He then set out for his destination, accom- 
panied only by three men, viz.: Lieutenant 
Teesdale, 1Ir. Churchill, and Dr. Sand with. 
On the 24th of September the little party 
reached Rars, and Colonel Williams forth- 
with set himself to work to reorganize the 
Turkish forces. He found that there had 
been gross peculation and mismanagement, 
and that the equipments and commissariat 
were in a wretched condition. The army 
was an unsightly rabble in rags and tatters, 
bearing, except in the matter of numbers, 
considerable resemblance to that famous 
regiment with which Sir John Falstaff re- 
fused to march through Coventry. The 
rations served out to the men were scanty 
and fouL The officers were shiftless and 
incompetent. The payment of the troops 
was more than twelve months - and in 
some cases more than twenty-two months 
-in arrear. As a result, a state of insub- 
ordination prevailed. Drill was altogether 
neglected, and many of the troops were 
absolutely too lazy to take exercise. Such 
was the condition of things which prevailed 
when Colonel \\Tilliams arrived at Kars. 


His first proceeding was to send off de- 
spatches to Constantinople representing the 
state of affairs. His next was to make an 
attempt to evoke some sort of order out of 
the chaos which prevailed aU around him. 
Upon receipt of the despatches Lord Strat- 
ford de Rerlcliftè submitted the situation to 
the Turkish Government, and urged them 
to find a remedy. In response to this ap- 
peal the Turkish Government sent to Kars 
an in1:!Olent and incapable drunkard named 
Shukri Pasha, who, instead of being of 
any service to Colonel Williams did all he 
could to thwart his efforts at reorganiza- 
tion. The Colonel, after much routine 
and delay, was appointed a Lieutenant- 
General in the Sultan's service. In his 
commission he was styled 'Villiams Pasha; 
and this is the first instance on record of a 
Christian being appointed to high rank in 
the service of the Sublime Porte under his 
own pmper name. The custom had pre- 
viously been to bestow Moslem names upon 
such officers, when promoting them to posi- 
tions of distinction. In the following No- 
vember Lieutenant-General 'Yilliams, re- 
paired to Erzeroum, which he placed in as 
efficient a state of defence as the means at 
his disposal rendered possible. leaving Lieu- 
tenant Teesdale behind at Kars to maintain 
discipline there. In the following spring 
he was reinforced by Colonel Lake, Captain 
Olpherts, and Captain Thompson, from the 
Indian army. The fortifications at Kars 
were strengthened and largely reconstruct- 
ed, and provisions were stored up for a 
siege, for it was known that a strong 
Russian force under General Mouravieff 
would attempt to take the place. The at- 
tempt was not long delayed. "Never, 
probably," says a recent historian, "had a 
man a more difficult task than that which 
fell to the lot of Williams. He had to con- 
tend against official stupidity, corruption, 
delay; he could get nothing done without 
having first to remove whole mountains of 
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obstruction, and to quicken into life and 
movement an apathy which seemed like 
that of a paralyzed system. He concen- 
trated his efforts at last upon the defence 
of Kars, and he held the place against over- 
powering Russian forces, and against an 
enemy far more appalling, starvation itself. 
With his little garrison he repelled a tre- 
mendous attack of the Russian army under 
General Mouravieff, in a battle that lasted 
nearly seven hours, and as the result of 
which the Russians left on the field more 
than five thousand dead. He had to sur- 
render at last to famine; but the very ar- 
ticles of surrender to which the conqueror 
consented became the trophy of Williams 
and his men. The garrison were allowed 
to leave the place with all the honours of 
war, and 'as a testimony to the valorous 
resistance made by the garrison of Kars, 
the officers of all ranks are to keep their 
swonls.' \Villiams and his English com- 
panions - Colonel Lake, .Major Teesdale, 
Major Thompson and Dr. Sandwith-had 
done as much for the honour of their coun- 
try at the close of the war as Butler and 
Nasmyth had dune at its opening. The 
curtain of that great drama rose and fell 
upon a splendid scene of EngIish heroism. 
The war was virtually over." 
General Williams and his valiant com- 
rades in arms were taken to Russia as pris- 
oners of war.-first to Moscow, and after- 
wards to St. Petersburg; but they were 
treateil with the courtesy and respect due 
to brave enemies. Immediately after the 
cunclusion of terms of peace they left for 
England, where th.
y landed, amid the ac- 
clamations of the entire British nation, in 
May, 18;)6. Honours flowed in upon Gen- 
eral Williams thick and fast. A Baronetcy' 
and a Companionship of the Bath were 
conferred upon him, and a pension of a 
thousand pounds a year was granted to 
him for life. The House of Lords and the 
Huuse of Commons vied with each other to 


do honour to the hero who had so valiantly 
maintained the national prestige against 
overwhelming odds. Sir Edward Bulwer 
Lytton, in a speech in the Commons, while 
reproaching the Government for its mis- 
management of affairs in the East, said: 
"The stain of the fall of Kars will still 
cling to your memory as a Government, as 
long as history can turn to the record of a 
fortitude which, in spite of your negligence 
and languor, still leaves us proud of the 
English name." The Earl of Derby, in the 
House of Lords, said: "\Ve honour the 
valour and prize the fame of the brave but 
unsuccessful defenders of Kars as not be- 
low thuse of the more furtunate conquerors 
of SebastopoL" The Sultan of Turkey con- 
ferred upon the Hero of Kars the dignity 
of a Pasha or 
ledjidie of the highest rank, 
together with the title of "Mushir," or full 
General in the Turkish service. The Em- 
peror of the French created him Grand Of- 
ficer of the Legion of Honour, and person- 
ally presented him with a diamond-hilted 
sabre. But perhaps no token of the esteem 
in which he was held affected the recipient 
more than one from his native Province of 
Nova Scotia. The Attorney-General of that 
Province, Mr.-now Sir William-Young, 
made a motion in the Local House of As- 
sembly to the effect that the Lieutenant- 
Governor should be requested to expend a 
hundred and fifty guineas in the purchase 
of a sword, to be presented to General \Vil- 
Iiams as a mark of the high esteem in 
which his character as a man and a soldier, 
and more especially his heroic courage amI 
constancy in the defence of Kars, were held 
by the Legislature of his native Province. 
The Hon. J. \V. Johnston seconded the reso- 
lution-which pa.'3sed unanimously-in elo- 
quent terms. The General's appreciation 
of the honour is sufficiently attested by a 
letter which he addressed from Berlin, 
Prussia, to a gentleman in Halifax, ull<ler 
date of May 28th, 1856: "How thankful I 
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ought to be" -so runs the letter- lC and 
indeed am, to God for having spared me 
through so many dangers, to serve the 
Queen in such a manner a." to obtain her 
approbation, and the good will of all my 
countrymen on both sides of the water. Of 
all the proofs which I have, or shall receive 
of this too general sentiment in my favollr, 
the sword voted to me by the Nova Scotians 
is the most acceptable to my heart; and 
when I again come in sight of the shoreH of 
that lan(l w here I firHt drew my breath, I 
shall feel that I am a thou:;and times re- 
quited for all 1 have gone through during 
the eventful years of thc last terrible 
struggle." 
In the way of lesser honours, thc Uni- 
versity of Oxford, at the annual conllnemo- 
ration of 1
:)6, conferred upon General Wil- 
liams the honorary degree of D.C.L. The 
Corporation of London inve-;ted him with 
the freedom of the city, accompanying the 
investiture by the gift of a costly sword. 
In the month of July, 18.;6, he was ap- 
pointed to the command of the garrison at 
Woolwich, and was about the same time 
returned to the House of Commons in the 
Liberal interest a.'i representative of the 
borough of CaIne. He was again returned 
for the same constituency at the general 
election of 18,;7. About two' years later he 
was appointed Conunander-in-Chief of the 
forces in British North America, and upon 
his arrival in his native land he was re- 
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ceived with salvos and acclamations from 
one end of the Province of N ova Scotia to 
the other. 
The subsequent important events in his 
life may he chronicled very briefly. From 
the 12th of October, 1860, to the 2
nd of 
January, 1861, he administered the Uov- 
ermnent of Cana(la during the absence of 
the Guvernor-General, Sir Edmund Head. 
He also administered the Government of 

 ova Scotia for some time after the de- 
parture from that Province uf Sir Richard 
Graves 
lacdonnell, in 186.;. A-; senior 
military officer, he wa.,; appointed the first 
Lieutenant-Governor of that Province, after 
the accomplishment of Confederation, and 
retained that position until the month of 
October, 18(j7. On the 2nd of August. lRHtI, 
he was raised to the full rank of a General 
in the British Army; and in the course of 
the following year he was appointed Gov- 
ernor-General of Gibraltar, a<; succ.,:>sor to 
Lieutenant-General Sir R Airey. He ad- 
mini:;tered the Government there until thc 
month of N ovember, 1
7.'>, when he re:;igned. 
In October, 11:\77, he retired from the army, 
since which time he has not taken any 
prominent part in public affairs. A few 
weeks ago he was appointed Constable of 
the Tower of London, a positiun which he 
still retains. At the present time, though 
he has passed his eightieth year by sev- 
eral months, he retains a large measure of 
vlgour. 



I 
THE l\10ST REV. ELZEAR A. TASCHEREAU, 


R. C. ARCHBISHOP OF QUEBEC. 


A RCHBISHOP TASC'HEREAF is de- 
scended from Thomas Jacques Tasche- 
reau, a French gentleman who emigrated 
from Touraine to Canada during the early 
years of the seventeenth century, and whose 
descendants have ever since been conspicu- 
ous members of society in the Province 
of Quebec. Soon after the arrival of the 
founder of the Canadian hranch of the 
family in the Province he was appointed 
to the post of Marine Treasurer, and in 17:JG 
he received a grant of a seignory on the 
Lanks of the River Chaudière. The present 
Arch bishop of Quebec is the grandson of 
this gentleman, and was born at Ste. Marie 
de la Beauce, on the 17th of February, 1820. 
When only eight years of age he was sent to 
the Quebec Seminary, where he soon became 
distinguished for his diligence and clever- 
ness. In 183G, when he was in his seven- 
teenth Yf'ar, he visited Rome in company 
with t11C ALbé Holmes, of the Seminary, and 
in the following year received the tonsure 
at the hands of Monseigneur Piatti, Arch- 
hishop of Trebizonde, in the Basilica of St. 
John Lateran. Later in the same year he 
returned to Quebec, and commenced his thco- 
logical studies, which, with other branches 
of learning, occupicd lIÏs attention for about 
six years, when, though he was still undcr 
canonical age, he was ordained Priest. His 
ordination took place on the lOth of Septem- 
ber, 1t142, at the Church of Ste. Marie de la 
Beauce, his native place, in the presence of 


Monseigneur Turgeon, then Coadjutor, and 
subsequently successor to Archbishop Rignai. 
'Vithin a short time after his ordination he 
was appointed to the Chair of Philosophy 
in the Seminary, and this position he held 
for a period of twelve years. An episode in 
his lifc during this interval deservcs to be 
recorded in a permanent form. About thirty 
miles below Quebec, in the mifl(Ue of the 
River St. Lawrence, opposite the village of 
St. Thomas, is an island, the chief use of 
which is for a quarantine station for emi- 
grants, and the name of which is Grosse 
Islc. In the year 1H47 a malignant fever 
broke out with great virulence among the 
emigrants there. It ran a rapid course, and 
the victims died in great numbers. The emi- 
grants at that time were chiefly composed 
of Irish Roman Catholics, who had been 
driven by poverty and famine to seek an 
a::.ylum in Canada. Their vitality had been 
much impaired by :;tarvation and :;utf(
ring, 
and they fell easy victims to the tcrriLle 
pestilence, which in some cases carried them 
off in a few hours. The greater part of the 
island was for a short time little better than 
a mass of loathsomeness and pcstilence. Thc 
heroism which enables a man to face such a 
danger as this is quite as praiseworthy as 
that more demonstrative courage which en- 
ables him to walk up to the mouth of a can- 
non. Fathcr Taschereau felt the call of 
duty, and volunteered his services to assist 
the Rev. Father )IcGavran, who was then 
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Chaplain at Grosse Isle, to minister to the 
spiritual necessities of the victims of the 
pestilence. His proposal was thankfully 
accepted, and he landed on the island, where 
he remained until he himself was struck 
down by the scourge, and brought literally 
to death's door. His conduct at this time 
endeared him very mnch to the Irish Catho- 
lic population of Quebec. 
In 18.)4 he again repaired to Rome, 
charged by the second Provincial Council of 
Quebec to :>uhmit its decrees for the sanctiun 
of His Holiness, He spent two years in the 
capital of Christendom, during which period 
he occupied himself chiefly in studying the 
Canon Law. In July, 18.iG, the Roman 
Seminary conferred upon him the degree of 
Doctor of Canon Law. He soon afterwards 
returned to Quebec, where he was appointed 
Director of the Petit SeminaÙ'e, a position 
which he filled until 18:)!), when he was 
clected Director of the Gl'wul SenL'Ínail'e, 
and appointed a member of the Lower Can- 
alia CUUl1l'il of Public Instruction. In 18GO 
he became Superior of the Seminary and 
Rector of La\'al University. In 18G2 he ac- 
companied Arch bishop Baillargeon to Rome, 
and upun his return the same year, was ap- 
pointed 'Ticar-General of the Archdiocese 


of Quebec, In 1RG40 he again visited Rome 
on business connected with the University. 
His term of office as Superior having expired 
in 1I:\GG, he was again appointed Director of 
the Gl'anrl SeìnilUÛl'e, which office he held 
for three years, when he was reëlected Su- 
perior. He again accompanied Archbishop 
Baillargeon to Rome when the (Ecumenical 
Council was held, and on his return resumed 
his duties as Superior of the Seminary and 
Rector of the University. After the death 
of the Archbishop, in October, 1870, he ad- 
ministered the affairs of the Archdiucese 
conjointly with Grand Vicar Cazeau. On 
the 1:3th of February, [1'\71, it was announced 
that he had been appointed snccessor to the 
late Archbishop, and on Sunday, the 19th 
of 1Iarch, he wa.') consecrated in the presence 
of a vast concourse of people, many of the 
clergy of the diocese, and of the Bishops of 
Quebec and Ontario, the Archbishop of To- 
ronto officiating. From that time down to 
the present, Archbishop Ta:;chereau has dis- 
charged the onerous duties of his dignified 
position with entil'e acceptance. He is held 
in honour by persons of all classes and 
creeds, and watches with zealous care over 
the many and various interests committed 
to his charge, 
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TIlE HON. JOHN HA\VKINS HAGARTY, D.c.L. 


T HE Chief Justice of the Court of Queen's 
Bench for Ontario was born at Dublin, 
Ireland, on the 17th of December, 1R16. His 
father, 
1r. 
Iatthew Hagarty, was a gentle- 
man of refined and scholarly tastes, and at 
the time of his son':; birth held the post of 
Examiner of His Majesty's Court of Pre- 
rogative for Ireland. The future Chief Jus- 
tice received his early education at a pri- 
vate school in Dublin taught by the Rev. 
Mr. Haddart. Soon after entering upon his 
sixteenth year he entered as a student at 
Trinity College, where he was known for a 
bright intelligent boy, and was very popular 
among his felluw-scholars. He was also 
knuwn as a diligent, although somewhat 
fitful stwJent, with a ready grasp of the 
salient points of a lesson. He made rapid 
progress during his brief collegiate career, 
and devoted himself with much ardour to 
classical studies. His fondness for such 
studies ha.') accompanied him throughout 
the subsequent years of a busy and use- 
ful life. It is to be regretted that a schol- 
astic career of such promise should have 
been so early' broken off: He did not re- 
main long enough at college to ubtain his 
degree, as he became infected with the 
mania for emigration which was so common 
among clever and spirited young Irishmen 
at that period. In 11-\:3-1< he bade adieu to 
his native land, and made his way to Can- 
alJa. In the course of the following year 
he reached Toronto, which had been incor- 


porated only a few months before (in March, 
U;:34), anlJ which was growing rapidly. 
There he pitched his tent, and there he has 
ever since resided. That he should succeed 
in such a community-or indeed in almost 
any commllnity-wa.'i a matter of course. 
He had brilliant"abilities, a pleasing manner, 
high principles, and much strength of will. 
He studied law in the office of the late Mr. 
George Duggan, and was called to the Bar 
of Upper Canada in MichaelIna') Term,1840. 
There were many strong men at the local 
Bar in the early years of the Union of the 
Provinces. Robert Baldwin, \Villiam Hume 
Blake, Henry Eccles, William Henry Draper, 
Robert Baldwin Sullivan and John Hillyard 
Cameron were all formidable competitors in 
the race for professional Jistinction. Young 
Mr. Hagarty took his place by their side, 
and won his full share of fame and honour. 
He had an ingratiating manncr with juries, 
and never failed to do full justice to any 
case in which he was engaged. His lan- 
guage wa.') apt and incisive, anli his conduct 
and demean our were uniformly marked by 
a high-minded respect for himself and his 
profession. He prospered in his calling, and 
no one grudged him his prosperity. The 
usual inducements were held out to him to 
enter political life, but he preferrcd to con- 
fine himself to the profession in which he 
had already won a proud position. He in- 
terested himself in municipal affairs, how- 
ever, and in 11'\47 wa') an Alderman of the 
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city. In course of time he fOJ med a part- 
nership with the late Mr. John Crawford, 
who in after years represented East To- 
ronto in the Canadian Assembly, and finally 
became Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario. 
This partnership, which was carried' on un- 
der the style of Crawford 
 Hagarty, ex- 
isted for many years, and in fact was only 
dissolved when Mr. Hagarty retired from 
practice and accepted a seat on the Judicial 
Bench. In UI.,) 0, during the tenure of 
office of the second Baldwin-Lafontaine Ad- 
ministration, he Wa!! appointed a 
ueen's 
Counsel, and he frequently thereafter rep- 
resented the Crown in important cases, both 
civil and criminal. 
In the society-and more especially in 
the most cultivated literary society-of To- 
ronto, Mr. Hagarty had ever since his arri- 
val been regarded as a decided acquisition. 
He had fine taste, brilliant powers of con- 
versation, a wide acquaintance with ancient 
and modern literature, and a never-failing 
fund of ready humour. He was, like every 
other true Irishman, fond of poetry, and 
di.l not .lisllain to occasionally throw off a 
few verses on hi
 own account. He con- 
tributed several poetical effusions to the 
":\Iaple Leaf," a costly illm;trated Annual 
set on foot, in 11)47, by his friend and fel- 
low-countryman Dr. )[cCaul. The most 
noticeable thing about these contributions 
i
 their exquisite perfection of rhythm, but 
they display a certain degree of genuine 
poetic inspiration, and are of a much higher 
cla.'is of workmanship than the conventional 
"offerings" in the English Annuals of that 
date. He is also known as an author by a 
pamphlet cntitled "Thoughts on Law Re- 
form," published in Toronto a few years 
ago. During the early years of his career 
in Upper Canada he was also a frequent 
contrihutor to the newspaper press, and 
lllany of the smart, crisply-written para- 
graphs of that (Jay were attributable to his 
pen. 


Mr. Hagarty wa.<; also an active member 
of the Canadian Institute, in the proceed- 
ings of which he has taken a warm interest 
ever since its foundation, and of which he 
ha."! once or twice been elected President. 
The St. Patrick's Society wa."! another or- 
ganization with which he allied himself 
early in his professional career. He was 
President of the latter Society in 184G. 
His elevation to the Bench took place on 
the 5th of February, IS.'iG, when he was 
appointed a Puisné Judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas. This dignity he retained 
until the 18th of March, 18G
, when he wa,<; 
transfen"ed to the Court of Queen's Bench, 
where he remained until the 12th of 
 0- 
vember,18G8, when he was appointed Chief 
Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, as 
'iuccessor to the Hon. (now Sir) \Villiam 
Buell Richards, who had been promoted to 
the dignity of Chief Justice of Ontario. Im- 
mediately after the death of the late Chief 
Justice Harrison, Mr. Hagarty became Chief 
Justice of the Court of Queen's Bench for 
Ontario, which position he still retains. He 
is a sound and well-read lawyer, awl his ex- 
positions of the law are clear and lucid. His 
quickness of perception has long been pro- 
verbial among the profession. He grasps 
the points of an argument almost before it 
ha<; been uttered, and if there be any fallacy 
about it, it is rarely necessary for the op- 
posing counsel to urge it upon the attention 
uf the Court. His judicial humour is an- 
other characteristic which has long been 
recognized by the profession. He sees the 
ludicrous, as well a.<; the legal side of a 
question, and ha.<; the faculty of presenting 
it in a light which is sometimes irresistibly 
provocative of laughter. Many of his hu- 
morous sayings have pa.<;sed into currency 
alIlong his brother judges and professional 
men. Alike as a man and a judge he is 
held in the highest respect, and his written 
judgments are equally conspicuous for ele- 
gance of diction and profound learning. 
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10ST REV. ROBERT 
IAcHRAY, D.D., LL.D., 


BISHOP OF RUPERT'S LAND. 


T HE Bishop of Rupert'", Land is a son of 
Mr. Robert 1Iachray, advocate, of Aber- 
deen, Scotland. He was born at Aberdeen 
in the year 18:3
, and in his early boyhood 
entered King's College, University of Aber- 
deen, for the purpose of receiving a cleri- 
cal education. He graduated in 1851, amI 
subsequently entered Sidney College, Cam- 
bridge, where he graduated as B.A. in 18.'i.j, 
taking high honours in mathematics. He 
in tlue course obtained the degl'ees of M.A. 
and D.D. Immediately after receiving his 
baccalaureate degree he was elected a Foun- 
dation Fellow of :::;idney College, and in the 
course of the same year was advanced to 
Deacun's Orders by His Grace the Lord 
Bishop of Ely. In IH;Jû he was admnced 
to the Priesthood by the same Prelate. In 
1H.'ieS be was elected Dean of his College. 
In 1860 and 18Gl he was University Ex- 
aminer, and in 18ü5 he became Ramsden 
University Preacher. 
For several years prior to his elevation to 
the Episcopate he officiated as Vicar of Mad- 
ingley, a village situated about five miles 
west of Cambridge. In 18û.j he was ap- 
pointed by the Crown as Bishop of Rupert's 
Land, and was consecrated at Lambeth Pal- 
ace by the Arch bishop of Canterbury, as- 
sisted by the Bishops of London, Ely, and 
Aberdeen, and by the Right Rev. David 
Anderson, a former Bishop of Rupert's Land. 
His first exercise of his Episcopal functions 
con<;isted of the holding of an ordination for 
the Bishop of London, whereat he ordained 


to the Priesthood the Rev. WjlJiam Carpen- 
ter Bumpus, the present Bishop of Atha- 
basca, in the N ortb- \\T est Territories. 
Bishop 
Iacbray's Episcopate bas been 
marked by great progress in the welfare of 
the Church of England in his diocese. Tire 
diocese of Rupert's Land was originally 
constituted in 18409, and comprehended the 
whole of what now forms the Province of 
)Ianitoba and the N orth- West Territories. 
The su bsequent formation of separate bishop- 
rics curtailed the See of its proportions. The 
See of Rupert's Land now consists of the 
Province of Manitoba, with part of the Dis- 
trict of Cumberland, and the Districts of 
Swan River, Norway House. and Lac La 
Pluie. In 18ï4, on the subdivision of the 
diocese, Bishop Machray was chosen Metro- 
politan, under the Primacy of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. He is held in very 
high esteem throughout his diocese, and has 
done much to promote the cause of educa- 
tion. He is Chancellor and \Varden of St. 
John's College, Manitoba, and is also Pro- 
fessor of Ecclesiastical History in the Theo- 
logical College. His sermons and charges 
to his clergy are marked by practical good 
sense, and his manner, whether in the pul- 
pit or out of it, is eminently calculated to 
make for him many friends. Though he 
makes no pretence to brilliancy of diction 
or extraordinary gifts of oratory, he is capa- 
ble of rising, upon an important occasion, 
to a high degree of eloquence and spiritual 
fervour. 
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SEBASTIAN 


T HE honour of being the original discover- 
er of the American continent is com- 
monly vouchsafed, by persons who do not 
read, to Christopher Columbus. As matter 
of fact the honour belongs neither to him 
nor to the mendacious Florentine, Amerigo 
Vespucci, who was the first to publish an 
account of the New World which bears his 
name. Leaving the mythical accounts of 
wes-tern voyages by the Welsh and Irish out 
of the question, as well 3.'1 the semi-mythi- 
cal discoveries of the Norsemen in the ninth 
and tenth centuries, Cohimbus may justly 
lay claim to having led the van in the way 
of .\merican discovery, and to have wrested 
from the western seas the marvellous secret 
which they heM hidden in their bosom. 
Columbus deserves all the crellit which even 
the most partial writers have claimed on his 
behalf. His merits as a discoverer and a 
man of genius have long heen matters be- 
yond dispute, and the brightness of his fame 
can never be tarnishecl. But, saving the 
more or less mythical personages above- 
mentioned, the first discoverer of the main- 
land of America-the first man to set foot 
upon its shore, and to hold personal com- 
munication with its inhabitants-w3.'1 the 
intrepid navigator whose name stand,> at the 
head of this skctch. 
Seb3.'1tian Cabot was of Venetian extrac- 
tion, but of Engli'>h birth, having heen born 
at Bristol-then the first of English seaports 
-sometime in the year 1477. His father, 


CABOT. 


Giovanni Cabotta, W3.'1 a native of Venice, 
awl was engaged in various maritime opera- 
tions of considerable magnitwle, which com- 
pelled him to reside almost entirely in Eng- 
land for many years. As the time passed 
by he became to all practical intents an 
Englishman. His sympathies, language, and 
habits of thought were all of the land in 
which he elwelt, and he even Anglicized his 
name, and was known as John Cabot. He 
was a man of some learning and enterprise, 
and is entitled to a share of the honour ac- 
conled to his more celehrated son. 
The precise day upon which Seba'ltian 
Cabot was born is unknown. There wa,> 
. 
formerly a dispute as to his hirthplace, but 
that point may now be said to be definitely 
settled. There does not seem to have been 
any good grounll for difference of opinion 
about the matter at any time. It arose 
from conßicting expre,>sions in various au- 
thors, some of whom wrote under the belipf 
that he had been born at Venice. Purchas 
says of him (" Pilgrims," vol. iii., p. 901), "He 
was an Englishman by breeding, borne a 
Ve net i(m, but spending most part of his 
life in England, and English employments." 
Harris, in his "Collection of Voyages," vol. 
ii., p. 191. has the following :-" Sebastian 
Cabote is, by many of our writers, affirmed 
to be an Englishman, born at Bristol, but 
the Italians as positively claim him for their 
countryman, and say he was born at Venice, 
which, to speak impartially I believe to be 
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the truth, for he says himself, that when 
his father was invited 
\"er to England, he 
brought him with him, though he was then 
very young." Uther writers have indulged 
in similar remarks, which were probably 
made in good faith. The impression that he 
was by birth an Italian, however, was clearly 
erroneous. The navigator's own statement 
to Richard Eden, a careful writer and a con- 
temporary and personal friend of Sebastian, 
wa.'! sufficiently explicit. "Seba!>tian Cabot 
tould me," says Eden, " that he was borne in 
Brystowe, and that at iiii. yeare ould he was 
carried with his father to Venice, awl so re- 
turned agayne into England with his father 
after certayne years, whereby he was tlum,gld 
to lw æ been born in Venice." The work in 
which these words occur (" The Decades of 
the N ew World," foJ. 2.;:;,) was originally 
puLlished in the English language in IG12. 
Its accuracy, so far as we know, ha.'! never 
been disputed by anyone; notwithstanding 
which we find the Qu,ctrterly Review, vol. 
xvi., p. 154, commenting upon the credit due 
to England, for having" so wisely and hon- 
ourably enrolled this deserving foreigner in 
the list of her citizens." Since the publica- 
tion of Mr. Richarll Biddle's "Memoir," in 
18
1, there ha.'! never, we presume, been any 
doubt as to Sebastian Cabot's birthplace. 
The only information obtainable with re- 
spect to his youth is that he was car('fully 
instructed in mathematics and navigation, 
and that he made several more or less ex- 
tended voyages in his father's company be- 
fore he wa.'! twenty years of age. There is 
ground for Lclieving that one of these voy- 
ages extendel I to Iceland, and probably a.<; far 
as Greenland. The great discoveries of Co- 
lumbus in the western sea.'3 inflamed all' the 
maritime powers of Europe with a l)a;sion 
for exploration. The Spanish court did its 
utmost to keep the momentous secret, but 
in vain. It wa.'! a secret which could not be 
kept. Among the enterprising mariners who 
were rou'!ed to a high degree of enthusia.'3m 


by the wonderful news wa.'! John Cabot, who 
applied to King Henry VII. for a patent of 
exploration, with the ostensible view of 
finding a short route to the Inrlies. Henry. 
who had narrowly missed securing the ser- 
vices of Columbus, was willing enough to en- 
courage such an unllertaking. On the 5th 
of March, 14!)G, a patent was granted to 
John Cabot and his three sons, Lewis, Sebas- 
tian and Santius, authorizing them to seek 
out, subdue, and occupy, at their own charges, 
any regions which before hatl "been un- 
known to all Christians." Permission was 
given to the patentees to set up the royal 
Lanner of England, and to possess any terri- 
tories discovered by them as the king's 
va.'3sals. The expedition consisted of five 
vessels, and sailetl from Bristol in the month 
of May, 14D7. There is no evidence that 
either John, Lewis or Santius accompaniell 
it, though the weight of testimony is in 
favour of the father's having done so. Se- 
bastian was learned and mature beyond his 
years, and was certainly the chief director 
of the expedition. He embarked on board 
the 11lattltCw, and sailed in a north-westerly 
course until he reached the fifty-eighth de- 
gree of north latitude,. when the intense 
cold and floating masses of ice compelled 
him to steer to the south-west. He had a 
fair wind, and at five o'clock in the morning 
of the 24th of June he came in sight of land. 
This land he christened Prima Vista, Lecause 
it was his first view of a region hitherto un- 
known to Europeans. Much learning has 
been expended in attempts to establish with 
certainty the precise locality of this land, 
which has been variously represented as 
Labrador, the island of Newfoundland, the 
island of Cape Breton, and the peninsula of 
Nova Scotia. It is claimed by some wl'Ïters 
that Cabot entered Hudson's Bay during this 
expetlition, and one goes even so far as to 


* There is some evidence that he advanced several de. 
grees farther northward than is stated above. It is im- 
possible at this date to fix the latitude with certainty. 
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state, without offeril1g a particle of evidence 
in support of the assertion, that he (Cabot) 
a.'!cended the river subsequently called St. 
Lawrence as far as the mouth of the Sag- 
uenay. 1\luch must necesl>arily be matter 
of conjecture. The map of the course pur- 
sued by the expedition, which was made 
either by Cabot himself or under his per- 
sonal supervision, was engraved in 1.54f1 by 
one Clement Adams, and formerly hung in 
Queen Elizabeth's gallery at Whitehall. It 
has long since disappeared, and it is thus 
impossible to fix the route with any ap- 
proach to certainty. The royal patent is:med 
during the following year, however, seems to 
recognize the fact that" a Londe and Isles" 
had heen discovered during the expedition; 
and it is at least tolerably clear that Sebas- 
tian Cabot, during the summer of 14Ð7, 
sighted and landed on the American conti- 
nent-probablyon the coast of Labrador- 
and that he was the first European who had 
done so since the days of the Norse expedi- 
tions of several centuries before. 
Cabot returned to England with his ves- 
sels, and landed at Bristol in August, 1497. 
The king, as may well be supposed, was 
much gratified at the result of the expedi- 
dition. A second patent, being the one 
referred to in the foregoing paragraph, was 
issued to " John Kabotto, Venecian," on the 
3rd of the following :February. It author- 
ized him, " by him, his deputie or deputies," 
to take six English ships of not lllore than 
200 tons, and proceed to the land amI islands 
previously discovered. John, the patentee, 
died before the preparations had been cum- 
pleted, and the two sons, Lewis and Santius, 
are supposed about this time to have settled 
in Italy. The expedition sailed from Bris- 
tol, umier the command of Sebastian, in the 
following May. It seems tolerably certain 
that he penetrated into Hudson's Bay du- 
ring this voyage, whatever lllay have been 
the fact with reference to that of the pre- 
ceding year. He appears to have been ac- 
IV-4 
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companied by about three hundred men, 
with a view to colonization. The accounts 
of this second voyage, however, are exceed- 
ingly vague, and very little is definitely 
known about it. It is said that he sailed 
far to the northward, in the hope of finding 
a pa.'!sage to the Indies; that when the 
sailors found themselves in such a desolate 
and unknown region, surrounded by ice- 
bergs and the various perils and discomforts 
of Arctic exploration, they refused to pro- 
ceed farther, and broke out into open mutiny; 
that the commander therefore turned back 
amI explored the American coast nearly as 
far south as Florida, after which, his stock 
of provisions having run short, he returned 
to England, taking with him three native 
Americans from northern climes. 
His su bseq uent ad ventures have no special 
interest for Canadian readers, and may be 
given very Lriefly. In 149Ð he engaged in 
an expedition to the Gulf of Mexico, as to 
which nothing specific is known. He sub- 
sequently entered the naval service of Fer- 
dinand of Spain, and supervised a revision 
of the royal maps and charts. In 1517 he 
joined Sir Thomas Perte, Vice-Admiral of 
England, in an expedition to Spanish Amer- 
ica. In 1518 he returned to Spain, where 
he is said to have been appointed Pilot- 
Major. He made other voyages to South 
America, hoping to discover a southern route 
to the Indips. He ascended the River La 
Plata and built a furt near one of the mouths 
of the Parana. He finally settled in Eng- 
land, and was actively employed in mari- 
time affairs hy the Government, who settled 
upon him a pension of two hundred and fifty 
marks. Hakluyt asserts that the office of 
Grand Pilot of England wa.'! created for, an,l 
conferred upon him, the duties of the office 
consisting of having" the examination and 
appointing of all such mariners as shall 
from this time forward take the charge of a 
Pilot or 1\laster upon him in any ship within 
this our realm." It seems doubtful, how- 
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ever, whether such an office ever exist- 
ed in England. During the latter years 
of his life he disclosed to King Edward 
the phenomenon of the variations of the 
magnetic needle. His later life was dis- 
tinguished by the organization of a com- 
pany, and the equipment of an expedition 
which proved a great national benefit in 
opening a lucrative trade with Russia. 
His life, which was one of cea.'!eless physi- 
cal and mental activity, wa'! a long, and 
upon the whole a glorious one. His per- 
sonal character is highly commended by 
all who have written about him. The 
precise date of his death, like that of his 
birth, is uncertain. He is presumed to 
have died in London, sometime in the year 
1557. Even the place of his interment is 
unknown. 
It is worth mentioning that a work pub- 
lished at Venice, in 15H3, enti tied " N a viga- 
tione nelle parte Settentrionale," ha.'! been 
attributed by many writers to Sebastian 
Cabot. Researches conducted during the 
present century, however, have established 
the fact that Cabot had nothing to do with 
the authorship of the work, which wa.'! 
probably written by one Stephen Bur- 
rough, an adventurous navigator of the 


sixteenth century. There is another error 
which is worth correcting, viz., that one 
or both of the Cabots (John and Sebas- 
tian) received the dignity of knighthood 
from King Henry VII., in testimony of his 
appreciation of their discoveries. The error 
was originally perpetrated by Purchas, who 
mistook the purport of an inscription under 
a portrait of Sebastian. The error \Va,,; 
arlopted a.'3 truth by Dr. Henry, in his" His- 
tory of Britain," and from him has been 
copied by scores of writers who have been 
content to adopt blunders without investiga- 
tion. In more than one history of Canada 
we find references to "Sir .John Cabot." 
There never wa.'! any such personage. The 
fame of the Cabots rests on a higher amI 
more solid foundation than any empty titu- 
lar dignities which it is the province of 
kings to confer. A full exposure of the 
blunder will be found in Biddle's" Memoir," 
already quoted from. 
An original portrait in oil of Sebastian 
Cabot, painted by the celebrated Holbein, 
is in existence. It was formerly placed in 
the royal picture gallery at Whitehall, but is 
now in private hands. It has several times 
been engraved, and is doubtless familiar to 
many readers of these pages. 
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C ONCER
IXG the early life of Louis 
de Bua.le, Count de Frontenac, who has 
been called" the Saviour of 
ew France," 
but little is known. He came of an ancient 
and nuble race, said to have been of Basque 
origin, and wa.'> born in 1620, seven years 
after the marriage of his father, who held a 
high post in the household of Louis XIII., 
who became the child's godfather, and gave 
him his own name. Even the diligence and 
enthusia.<;ffi of :Mr. Parkman have not enabled 
him to discover any further circumstances 
relating to the Count's childhood; and the 
known facts relating to his youth may be 
comprised within a very few lines. It ap- 
pears that at the age of fifteen the young 
Louis showed an uncontrollable passion for 
the life of a soldier, and was sent to serve 
under the Prince of Orange, in Holland. 
Four years later, when he wa.<; nineteen, he 
wa,> a volunteer at the siege of Hesdin. 
Next year he distinguished himself during 
a sortie of the garri<;on at Arra,>. At twen- 
ty-one he took part in the siege of Aire, 
anù at twenty-two he was at the sieges of 
Caillioure and Perpignan. At twenty-three 
he became colonel of a regiment, and com- 
manded in several battles and sieges during 
a campaign in Italy. He was repeatedly 
wounded, and in 16-t.G had an arm broken 
at the siege of Orbitello. He was then 
twenty-six years of age, and before the year 
was out he had been made a nwl'éclwl de 
cctmp-the French equivalent for the rank 


of a brigadier-general. A year or two later 
he was residing in his father's house in 
Paris; and these isolated facts include about 
all that is certainly known with respect to 
the first twenty-six years of the life of a man 
of whom 
lr. Parkman says, "a more remark- 
able figure, in its bold and salient individual- 
ityand sharply marked light and shadow, is 
nowhere seen in American hi<;tory." 
The next episode in his career as to which 
we have any precise information is his mar- 
riage, which took place at the church of St. 
Pierre aux Bæufs, in Paris, in the month of 
October, 1G48. His bride was the young 
and beautiful Mademoiselle Anne de la 
Grange-Trianon, whose portrait, painted as 
Minerva, hangs in one of the galleries at 
Versailles at the present day. She was one 
of the "professional" or court beauties of 
that day, and was the friend and com- 
panion of )lademoiselle de Montpensier, 
grand-daughter of Henry IV. Her marriage 
with Frontenac wac; contracted without the 
consent of her parents. It soon appeared 
that the romantic and wayward couple were 
unsuited to each other. The young wife 
conceived an aversion to her husband, and 
after the birth of a son she left his protec- 
tion, and attached herself to the suite of 
Mademoiselle de 
ontpensier. The attach- 
ment between the two ladies wac; not per- 
manent. They quarrelled, and the beautiful 
young Countess was di"missed. The latter 
seelllS to have intrigued to get her husband 
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sent out of the kingdom. The Count wa.'! 
in high position at court, and wa.'! possessetl 
of finc amI polished manners, as became one 
of his ancestry and rank. He is said to have 
been one of the many lovers of the famous 

ladame de Montespan, the haughty and ex- 
travagant mistre'!s of the king, Louis XIV. 
He had, however, an imperious and at times 
ungovernable temper, and had run through 
his fortune. In] GGD he was chosen by the 
great Marshal Turenne to conduct a cam- 
paign against the Turks in Candia, where he 
displayed dauntless courage and high mili- 
tary ability to very little purpose. In ]672, 
after his return to his native land, he was 
appointed Governor and Lieutenant-General 
of New France. Various scandalous sturÌes 
have been told as to the origin of his ap- 
pointment. Several chronicles aver that 
the king wa.'! aware of his intimacy with 
Ma(lame de Montespan, and wished to get 
him out of the way. St. Simon, on the 
other hand, says :-" He (Frontenac) wa.'! a 
man of excellent parts, living much in so- 
ciety, and completely ruined. He found it 
hard to bear the imperious temper of his 
wife, and he wa.'! given the government of 
Canada to deliver him from her, and afford 
him some means of living." He was at this 
time fifty-two years old. "Had nature dis- 
posed him to melancholy," says Mr. Park- 
man, "there was much in his position to 
awaken it. A man of courts and camps, 
born and bred in the focus of a most gorge- 
ous civilization, he was banishetl to the ends 
of the earth, among savage hordes and half- 
reclaimed forests, to exchange the splendours 
of St. Germain and the dawning glories of 
Versailles for a stern gray rock, haunte(l 
by sombre priests, rugged merchant.'! and 
traders, blanketetl Indians, and wild bush- 
rangers. But Frontenac was a Illan of ac- 
tion. He wasted no time in vain regrets, 
and set himself to his work with the elastic 
vigour of youth. His first impressions had 
been very favourahle. \Vhen, a.'! he sailed 


up the St. Lawrence, the basin of Quebec 
opened be"fore him, his imagination kindle,l 
with the grandeur of the scene. 'I never,' 
he wrote, 'saw anything more superb than 
the position of this town. It could not be 
better situated as the future capital of a 
great empire.' " 
He forthwith set himself vigorously to 
work to reduce his dominions to a state of 
order. He convoked a council at Quebec, 
and administered an oath of allegiance to 
the chief personages of the colony. His 
principles of government were aristocratic 
and monarchical, and he founded the three 
estates of his realm-clergy, nobles and 
commons-with great pomp and solemnity. 
The clergy were reatly-made to his hand 
in the person!'! of the Jesuits and seminary 
priests. To the three or four ventil.<;]wmmes 
whom he found at Quebec, he a(lded a num- 
ber of officers, and these formed his nobility. 
The merchants amI citizens constituted the 
third estate. The magistracy and members 
of council were formed into a distinct body. 
He made an oracular speech in which he in- 
formed his subjects that fealty to him wa.'! 
not only a duty, but an inestimable privi- 
lege. He also established a sort of munici- 
pal government at Quebec. He took kindly 
to the Indians, over whom he gained an ex- 
traordinary influence. But-and here \Va,> 
his gravest mistake of policy-he quarrelled 
with the clergy. 
At the time of his arri val in the colony 
the priesthood still possessed an undue in- 
fluence, whieh they were by no means con- 
tent to restrict to spiritual affairs. Several 
of Frontenac's pre(lecessors had had enough 
to do to maintain the civil authority against 
them. But Frontenac brooked no rival. 
He set himself in determined opposition to 
the clerical influence from the first. To the 
Jesuits anù Sulpicians he wa.,> especially 
hostile, awl to this day many of them regarù 
him as an impious impostor. An impostor, 
however, he was not, for he was by no means 
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extravagant in his professions of orthodo'Cy. 
Religion, with him, was a mere sentiment 
though, by mere force of custom, he con- 
tinued to respect and practise the formal 
observances of the church throughout his 
life. The only priests that found any favour 
in his eyes were the Récullets, whom he be- 
friended at first out of a mere spirit of op- 
position to the Bishop and the Jesuits, and 
afterward", it may be believed, from a feel- 
ing of genuine kindness. These Récollets 
had originally been sent out to Canada to 
counteract the machinations of the rival 
order, and of course fount1 no favour in 
the eyes of the Bishop and his adherents. 
The breach between them was widened by 
the patronage of Frontenac. The priestly 
method of exercising power by secret means 
wa.'! very t1istasteful to the frank anrl courtly 
soldier, who could not for the life of him 
understand why any man shoult1 dissemble 
his real opinions. He fount1 that the priests 
ahused the confessional, intermedt1led with 
private family affairs with which they had 
no right to concern themselves, set wives 
against their husbands and children against 
their parents-" and all," says Frontenac, in 
a letter to Colbert, the king's famous minis- 
ter-" and all, as they say, for the greater 
glory of God." He sent home constant 
complaints against the priesthood, and they, 
in turn, were equally a.'!siduous in traducing 
him at heallquarters. These two powerful 
influences were thus pitted against each 
other in the colony, ant1 an energy that 
ought to have been exerted in promoting 
the common weal was largely e'Cpendet1 in 
mutual opposition. 
Frontenac was favourable to western e'C- 
ploration. He foullll at Quebec a young 
man who wa.'! very wiHing to promote any 
such schemes. This young man was no 
other than La Salle, whose life has been 
sketcllf't1 in an earlier volume. " There wa,> 
between them," says Mr. Parkman," the 
sympathetic attraction of two bold allli en- 


ergetic spirits; and though Cavelier de la 
Salle had neither the irritable vanity of the 
('ount, nor his Gallic vivacity of pa.<;siun, he 
had in full measure the same unconquerable 
prit1e and harely resolution. There were 
but two or three men in Canada who knew 
the western wilderness so welL He wa.'3 
full of schemes of ambition and of gain; 
and, from this moment, he and Frontenac 
seem to have formed an alliance, which 
ended only with the governor's recall." Fron- 
tenac's predecessor, Courcelle, had urged 
upon the king the expediency of building a 
fort on Lake Ontario, in order to hold the 
Irof}uois in check, and intercept the trade 
which the tribes of the Upper Lakes had 
begun to carryon with the Dutch and Eng- 
lish of New York. Thus, a stream of wealth 
would be turned into Canada, which would 
otherwise enrich her enemies. Here, to all 
appearance, was a great public good, and 
from the military point of view it wa.'! so in 
fact; but it was clear that the trade thus 
secured might be made to profit, not the 
colony at large, but those alone who had 
control of the fort, which would then be- 
come the instrument of a monopoly. This 
the governor unt1erstood; and without doubt 
he meant that the projectet1 establishment 
should pay him tribute. How far he and 
La Salle were acting in concurrence at 
this time it is not ea.'3Y to say; but Fron- 
tenac often took counsel of the explorer, 
who, un his part, saw in the t1esign a pos- 
sible first step towards the accomplishment 
of hi'! own far-reaching schemes. La Salle 
was thoroughly familiar with the cuuntry 
along the shores of Lake Ontario, and con- 
vinced Frontenac that the most appropri- 
ate site for his projected fort wa" at the 
mouth of the River Cataraqui ; and there, un 
the site where now stands the city of King- 
ston, the fort wa." built accorllingly, during 
the month of July, IGï:t Frontenac's pa- 
tronage of La Salle continued throughout 
the former's tenure of the Guverllorship. He 
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also patronized other enthusiastic western 
travellers, and sent )larquette and Joliet to 
explore the regions of the Mississippi. Mean- 
time his quarrels with the clergy were in- 
cessant, and the perpetual recriminations 
which were sent over to France were no 
slight cause of annoyance at court. The 
French king finally determined to send 
over an intenrlant to manage the details of 
the administration, and to report upon the 
merits of the perpetual disputes between the 
Governor and the clergy. The intendant 
arrived in the colony in due course, in the 
person of 
L Duchesneau. This gentleman 
sided with the clerical party, and became 
the strenuous partisan of Bishop Laval. 
This brought down upon his head the fierce 
wrath of Frontenac. Into the bitter quar- 
rels, charges and counter-charges, that en- 
sued it is not necessary to enter. The strife 
of the rival factions grew fiercer and fiercer. 
Canes, sticks, and even drawn swords were 
imported into the quarrel. In February, 
1,,:-\2, both Frontenac and Duchesneau were 
recalled. La Barre succeeded as Governor, 
and Frontenac repaired to Paris, where he 
spent seven years, by which time La Barre, 
and his succe"sor, Denonville, had contrived 
to bring the colony to the brink of ruin. In 
this contingency the king once more had re- 
course to Frontenac, who wa.'1 at this time 
(lGR!J) in his seventieth year. " I send you 
back to Canada," he is reportefl to have 
'laid, "where I am sure that you will serve 
me as well as you did before; anfl I a.'1k 
nothing more of you." The Count accepted 
the responsibility, and bat1e a 1a.'1t farewell 
to France and his sovereign. 
One of the principal drawbacks to the 
success of the colony of New France was 
the proximity of the Iroquois in the Province 
of New York, who made frequent incursions 
into Canada, and generally spread devasta- 
tion in their track. It was understoorl at 
Quebec that these incursions were not only 
winked at by the authorities at Albany and 


N ew York, but were even in some instances 
incited by them. There were also perpetual 
troubles between the French and English 
colonies respecting the fur-trade. No sooner 
harl Frontenac been reappointed as Gover- 
nor than he conceived the design of invading 
and ravaging the British colunies in America, 
and thus removing the chief drawback to 
the prosperity of New France by laying 
wa.'1te the territory of her foes. He had no 
sooner set foot in Canada than his spirit 
began to infect the entire French population 
there, and for the first time for seven years 
some traces of energy were visible in the 
streets of Quebec and Montreal. The ter- 
rible ma.'Isacre which had taken place at 
Lachine only a few months before wa.'1 
almost forgotten in the anlour of the ap- 
proaching expedition against the British 
colonies. Three separate war parties were 
organized, and set out on their mission. The 
history of their subsequent proceedings is a 
terrible record of cruelty anrl bloodshed into 
which it is unnecessary to enter here. Vari- 
0us points in New England and New York 
were attacked almost simultaneously, and 
with success for the French arms. The 
British colonies became thoroughly aroused, 
and organized a counter expedition against 
Canada. A detachment under Colonel \Vin- 
throp of Connecticut advanced from Albany 
upon Montreal, and a naval armament under 
Sir William Phips menaced Quebec. 
The expedition against Montreal under 
Winthrop was a failure, owing, in part, to 
the combined effects of famine anfl small- 
pox. Sir William Phips, on the 5th of Oc- 
tober, (Old Style) lG!JO, anchored his tied of 
thirty-five vessels a little below Quebec, and 
sent an envoy ashore with a summons to 
Frontenac to surrencler. Sir \Villiam had 
delayed 011 his way up the St. Lawrence, 
and the French had had time to put the gar- 
rison in an efficient state of defence. When 
the envoy presented his summons to Fron- 
tenac in the Castle uf Ht. Lewis, he was 
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grossly insulted by some of the officers, but 
was trPat.ed by the Governor himself with as 
much courtesy 3.'1 the occasion called for. 
The summons to surrender was conceived in 
a most peremptory style, and could not fail 
to give serious offence to such a haughty 
aristocrat as Frontenac was. It demanded, 
in the name of WilJiam and Mary, King and 
Queen of England, Scotland, France and 
Ireland, Defenders of the Faith, a surrender 
of forts, ca'ltles and stores, as well as of the 
persons and estates of the Go\"ernor and his 
chief officials. It referred to the cruelties 
and barbarities which had been practised by 
the French and Indians against the colonists ; 
and concluded by demanding a positive an- 
swer within an hour. When it had been 
translated aloud, Sir 'William's envoy took 
his watch from his pocket and handed it to 
the Governor. The latter calmly waved it 
aside, and delivered his memorable reply, 
which, stripped of the florid ornamentation 
with which it has been garnished by succes- 
sive generations of translators, was 3.'1 fol- 
lows: u I will not keep you waiting so long. 
Tell your general that I do not recognize 
King William; and that the Prince of 
Orange, who so styles himself, is a usurper, 
who ha'l violated the most sacred laws of 
blood in attempting to dethrone his father- 
in-law. I know no king of England but 
King James. Your general ought not to be 
surprised at the hostilities which he says 
that the French have carried on in the col- 
ony of l\l3.'1sachusetts; for, as the king my 
master ha'l taken the king of England under 
his protection, and is about to replace him 
on his throne by force of arms, he might 
have expected that his :Majesty would order 
me to make war on a people who have re- 
belled against their lawful prince." Then, 
turning with a smile to the officers about 
him: "Even if your general offered me con- 
ditions a little more gracious, amI if I had 
a mind to accept them, does he suppose that 
these brave gentlemen would give their con- 


sent, and advise me to trust a man who 
broke his agreement with the governor of 
Port Royal, or a rebel who has failed in his 
duty to his king, and forgotten all the 
favours he had received from him, to follow 
a prince who pretends to be the liberator of 
England and the defender of the faith, and 
yet destroys the laws and privileges of the 
kingdom and overthrows its religion? The 
divine justice which your general im"okes 
in his letter will not fail to punish such acts 
severely." The startled messenger asked 
for an answer in writing. " No," returned 
Frontenac, "I will answer your general 
only by the mouths of my cannon, that he 
may learn that a man like me is not to be 
summoned after this fashion. Let him do 
his best, and I will do mine." He was as 
good as his word. He opened a fire on the 
fleet. The upshot of the expedition was 
that Sir WilJiam was completely discom- 
fited, and sailed off down the St. Lawrence 
to the sea, leaving his artillery, which had 
been disembarked near the mouth of the 
St. ('hades, behind him. He lost nine of 
his vessels Ly rough weather on his way 
back to Boston. Frontenac's victory was 
commemorated by the erection of the little 
church, still standing in the Lower Town 
of Quebec, dedicated to Notre Dame de la 
Victoire. 
The repulse of Phips and his fleet may be 
pronounced the culminating point in the 
career of the Count de Frontenac, although 
eight years more of vigorous life remained 
to him. Such vigonr and energy in a man- 
of his age has few parallels in history. In 
the summer of lfi96, when he was in his 
seventy-sixth year, he led an army in per- 
son from Montreal into the heart of the 
Province of :K ew York, and laid waste the 
country of the Onondagas and Oneidas. For 
this achievement his royal master sent him 
the cross of the Military Order of St. Louis. 
He had a due share öf quarrels for the rest 
of his life with the clergy and with certain 
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of his officials, but he succeeded in n:storing 
the fallen fortunes of France in North 
America. He paid the penalty of being a 
blood-horse, and ran till he dropped. In 
November, lü98, he was seized with a mor- 
tal illness, and sank very rapidly. He died 
with perfect calmness and composure, as 
became him, on the 28th of the month. He 
was buried in the Church of the Récollet 
Fathers. On the destruction of that church 
his bones were r
moved to the cathedral of 
Quebec, where they now repose. His heart, 
by his rlirection, was enclosed in a case of 
silver to his Countess. Tradition says that 
the lady refused to receive it, saying that 
she would not have a dead heart which had 
never been hers while living. 
Of Frontenac's services to French Canada 
there can be no doubt. " His own acts and 
words," says Parkman, "best paint his char- 
acter, and it is needless to enlarge upon it. 
What perhaps may be lea,>t forgiven him is 
the barbarity of the warfare that he waged, 
and the cruelties that he permitted. He 
had seen too many towns sacked to be much 
subject to the 
cruples of modern humani- 
tarianism; yet he was no whit more ruth- 
less than his times and his surroundings, 


and some of his contemporaries find fault 
with hiin for not allowing more Indian 
captives to be tortured. Many surpllssed 
him in cruelty, none elluallpd him in dapa- 
city and. vigour. When civilized enemies 
Were once within his power, he treated 
them, according to their degree, with a chi- 
vahuus courtesy, or a generous kindness. 
If he was a hot and pertinacious foe, he 
was also a fast friend; and he excited love 
and hatred in about equal measure. His 
attitude towards public enemies wa.,> always 
proud and peremptory, yet his courage wa.,> 
guided by so clear a sagacity that he never 
was forced to recede from the position he 
had taken. Towards Indians, he was an 
admirable compound of sternness and con- 
ciliation. Of the immensity of his services 
to the colony there can be no doubt. He 
found it, under Denonvillc, in humiliation 
and terror; and he left it in honour, and 
almost in triumph." 
The Countess survived her husband about 
nine years, and succeeded to the hulk of his 
property after his death. Her only child, 
the son whose birth was recorded in the 
early part of this sketch, was slain in battle, 
or, a.,> some say, in a duel, at an early age. 
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THE HO
. ISAAC BURPEE. 


l I R. BLRPEE, one of the most distin- 
-1-\ guisheù members of the Liberal Party 
in the Province of New Brunswick, is de- 
scended from one of those old Huguenot 
families which were driven by persecution 
to emigrate from France during the latter 
part of the sixteenth century. The Burpee 
family sought refuge in England, and re- 
mained there for a generation or two, when, 
being debarred from the enjoyment of full 
religious freedom there, they once more 
tried the experiment of emigration. In 
1022 or thereabouts they followed ill the 
wake of those Pilgrim Fathers who, two 
years before, had crossed the billowy At- 
lantic, and founded a little colony upon the 
rugged coast of Massachusetts Bay. They 
settled in what is now the :-\tate of Massa- 
chusett';, and there they and their descen- 
dants I"f'mained for about 140 years. In 
17G3, immediately after the making of the 
Treaty of Paris, Jonathan Burpee, the head 
of the family, removed from Rowley, Massa- 
chusetts, to 1Iaugerville, on the north shore 
of the St. John River, in what is now the 
Province of 
ew Brunswick. His descen- 
dants have ever since resided in that Prov- 
ince, and many of them have held impor- 
tant public offices there. 
The immediate ancestor of the suhject of 
this sketch was Isaac Burpee, of Sheffield, 
N.B., who married Phæhc, daughter of 
I\Ioses CoLan. The present Isaac Burpee 
was the eldest son of this couple, and was 
1\'-6 


born at Sheffield on the 2t:>th of November, 
182;). He received his education at the 
County.Grammar School, and at an early 
age devoted himself to mercantile pursuits. 
In lS48. when he was in his twenty-third 
year, he removed from Sheffield to St. John, 
the commercial capital of the Province, and 
soon afterwanls, in partnèrship with his 
younger brother Frederick, he entered into 
husiness as a hardware merchant, unùer the 
style of I. &, F. Burpee. Both these young 
men displayed great aptitude for commer- 
cial life, and soon succeeded in building up 
a large and prosperous business connection. 
The senior partner acquired a very promi- 
nent position, not only as a merchant, but 
as a man of large views and public spirit. 
He took an interest in all questions affect- 
ing the welfare of the people, and wa,> an 
active promoter of the establishment of 
manufactures to provi,le employment for 
the surplus population. He also took an 
acti\-e part in the movement which secured 
for Portland -a town contiguous to St. 
John, and in which his own residence is 
situated-an Act of incorporation, whereby 
the old system of irresponsible magi:"trates 
appointed for life was done away with, and 
whereby the management of municipal af- 
fairs was placed under the public control. 
He was elected Chairman of the first Town 
Council-an office identical with that of 
Mayor-amI continued to hold that posi- 
tion for several successive years. 



26 


THE HON. ISAAC BURPEE.' 


On the 8th of March, H).').5, he married 
Miss Henrietta Robertson, the youngest 
daughter of the late Mr. Thomas Robert- 
son, a prominent hardware merchant of 
Sheffield, England. The business carried 
on by the firm of I. & F. Burpee continued 
to prosper, and after some years another 
brother, Mr. John P. C. Burpee, was ad- 
mitted as a member. It was almost a mat- 
ter of course that so influential and public- 
spirited a citizen a,> the senior partner should 
take a lively interest in political matters. 
He had been reared in Liberal principles, 
and had always adhered to the Reform side. 
He first appeared in the 1'ôle of a candidate 
for Parliament at the general election of 
1872, when he was returned to the House 
of Commons for the city and county of St. 
John, his colleague being Mr. A. L. Palmer, 
a leading member of the local Bar. Both 
the successful candidates, though of Liberal 
tendencies. expressed their intention of giv- 
ing the Government of Sir John A. )[ac- 
donald an independent support, and this 
Mr. Burpee continued to do until the fall 
of that Government in the autumn of 1873, 
consequent on the Pacific Scandal disclo- 
sures. Since then Mr. Burpee has been a 
vigorous opponent of the Conservative 
Party, and has been able to indulge his 
Liberal prepossessions. Upon the fonna- 
tion of Mr. Mackenzie's Administration he 
accepted the portfolio of Minister of Cus- 
toms, and upon presenting himself to his 
constituents for reëlection he was returnerl 
by acclamation. Upon accepting office he 
retired from his connection with the com- 
mercial firm, the success of which he had 
been mainly instrumental in establishing, 
deeming such a connection incompatible 
with his position as a member of the 
Cabinet. 


His administration of the affairs of his 
department was very efficient, and w
 
marked by the complete absence of jobbery 
or scandal. As a member of the Privy 
Council his practical good sense made him 
extremely useful, and his diplomatic con- 
test with Mr. Bristow, who was then Secre- 
tary of the United States Treasury, respect- 
ing the navigation of the N ew York canals, 
proved him to be possessed of a far higher 
degree of statesmanship than he had pre- 
viC'usly been credited with. As a Parlia- 
mentary speaker he at first had to contend 
with the difficulties attendant upon inex- 
perience and a want of readiness in ex- 
pressing himself. These difficulties, how- 
ever, were erelong sunnounted. and he be- 
came a ready and effective speaker. He 
mastered every detail of his own depart- 
ment, and administered it with vigour and 
resolution. At the general election held on 
the 17th of September, 11'>78, he and his 
colleague in the representation of St. John, 
Mr. Palmer, again presented themselves to 
t,heir constituents for election. Mr. Burpee 
was successful in securing his return by a 
large majority, but .Mr. Palmer was defeat- 
ed. Mr. Burpee resigned office, with his 
colleagues, on the 1 Gth of October. 
Mr. Burpee occupies a high social position 
in his native Province, and is connected 
with various public institutions. He is a 
Director of the Confederation Life Associa- 
tion; of the Victoria Coal 
Iining Com- 
pany; and of the New Brunswick Deaf 
and Dumb Institution. He has filled the 
office of Treasurer of the 81. John Indus- 
trial School, is a member of the Executive 
Council of the Congregational Union of 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, and is 
Vice-President of the New Brunswick 
branch of the Evangelical Alliance. 
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LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 


L IEUTEN ANT-GOVERNOR HA VI- 
LA
D is a son of the late Hon. Thomas 
Heath Haviland, formerly of Gloucester- 
shire, England, who for many years prior 
to the introduction of Responsible Govern- 
ment in Prince Edward Island, in 18.'51, 
was a member of the Executive and Legis- 
lative Councils, and Colonial Secretary of 
the Province. 
He was born at Charlottetown, the capi- 
tal of Prince Edward Island, on the l:Uh of 
November, 1822, and receiv
d his early edu- 
cation there. He subsequently proceeded 
to Belgium, in Europe, and completed his 
education at Brussels, the pleasant capital 
of that little kingdom. After his return to 
his native Province he studied law, and was 
called to the local Bar in 1H41ì. He about 
the same time Legan to take part in public 
affairs, and towards the close of the year wa.
 
returned to the Provincial A<;sembly for 
Georgetown. He thenceforward represent- 
ed that constituency in the Assembly for 
a continuous period of twenty-four years; 
that is to say, until LS70, when hp. Wß.'> 
elected a member of the Legislative Council 
of Prince Eflward Island. From the month 
of April, 18.;!), to 
oveUlber, 18û2, he was a 
member of the Executive Council of Prince 
Edward Island, a.<; Colonial Secretary. This 
position he occupied on two subsequent oc- 
casions; viz., during part of 18ûû and 1
û7, 
and from September, 1870, until April, 1
72. 
During part of the year H!û5 he was Solici- 


tor-General of the Province, and was created 
a Queen's Counsel just prior to his appoint- 
ment to that office. From 18û3 to 1864 he 
was Speaker of the Assembly, and from 
1867 to the general election of 1870 he was 
leader of the Opposition in that Chamber. 
In April, 187;3, he again entered the Local 
Cabinet. and held the office of Provincial 
Secretary from that time until 187û, when 
he resigned. 
Mr. Haviland had a share in bringing 
about the great work of Confederation. He 
wa." a delegate to the Union Conference 
held at Quehec in 18G4. In May, 1H73, 
he accompanied Messrs. Pope and Howlan 
to Ottawa to arrange the final terms upon 
which Prince Ellward Island should be ad- 
mitted into the Confederation. Upon the 
consummation of that event later on in the 
same year he was called to the Senate of 
the Dominion. He sat in that Body, and 
took part in its deliberations, until his ap- 
pointment as Lieutenant-Governor of his 
native Province, which took place on the 
14th of July, 11m>. 
He has occupied various positions of dig- 
nity anfl importance, including that of Mas- 
ter in Chancery and Director of the Bank of 
Prince Edward Island. He is also a Colonel 
in the Volunteer Militia. 
In 1H47 he married Miss Annie Eliza- 
beth Grubbe, daughter of Mr. John Grubbe, 
of Horsenden House, Buckinghamshire, 
England. 
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T HE late Mr. Macdonald occupied a place 
in Canadian politics which it is not easy 
to define. He acted alternately with Con- 
servatives and Reformers, and sometimes 
even went the length of refusing to act with 
either. His constituents were not exacting, 
and he himself was not fond of being dic- 
tated to. He was probably in jest when he 
referred to himself on the floor of the As.o;;em- 
bly as "the Ishmael of Parliament," but 
there were times and seasons when he might 
have done so in grave earnest-when his 
political isolation was complete, and when 
his hand was literally against every man in 
public life. He seems to have been about 
as indifferent to public opinion as a promi- 
nent member of Parliament very well can be. 
He made many enemies, and took little pains 
to conciliate them. Circumstances, how- 
ever, combined to give him a factitious im- 
portance. They also combined to impart to 
his life an appearance of inconsistency. He 
was an Upper Canadian, and he was likewise 
a Roman Catholic; yet he opposed both re- 
presentation by population and separate 
schools. He lived in and represented a 
constituency so near the boundary-line be- 
tween the two Provinces that he could 
not always act with the extremists from 
either side of it. He, however, always had 
the courage of his opinions, and could con- 
trive to rencler something like a reason 
for the political faith that was in him. He 
occupied a prominent place among the pub- 


lic men of Canada for more than thirty 
years. It cannot be said that he was a 
great statesman. He initiated no great 
measures of legislation, and did not seem 
to have any very lofty conception of a 
legislator's responsibilities. He was, how- 
ever, an excellent man of business and an 
admirable tactician. Some desirable re- 
forms in the practice of the courts were 
carried out under his auspices, and some 
features which characterized his Adminis- 
tration are well worthy of emulation by his 
successors. It should be remembered, too, 
in extenuation of some of his foibles, that 
during the greater part of his public career 
he was compelled to struggle against seri- 
ous physical debility. Few men so hau(li- 
capped would have accomplished so much. 
He retained his popularity among the Scot- 
tish Highlanders of Glengarry down to the 
time of his death, which left a vacancy in 
the district with which he was so long 
identified that has never since Leen com- 
pletely filled. Few or none of the enmities 
which he provoked have survived to the 
present day, and many persons who once 
opposed him to the uttermost bear him in 
not unkindly remembrance. 
He was descended from an old Highland 
Roman Catholic family which settled at St. 
Raphael, a little village in what is now the 
county of Glengarry, Ontario, about the 
time of the close of the American Revolu- 
tionary \Var. They were not U. E. Loyal- 
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ists, but came to Canada direct from their 
native Highlands in or about the year 178û. 
John Sandfield was born at St. Raphael, on 
the 12th of December, HH2. His father's 
name wa
 Alexander 11acdonald. The lat- 
ter seems to have been a characteristic Gael, 
fond of having his own way, and little dis- 
posed to permit his off.'>pring to follow his 
example in that particular. He is said to 
have ruled the subject of this sketch with 
so exceedingly firm a hand that the latter 
several times ran away from home. The 
first of these excursions took place before 
he had completed his eleventh year. He 
was pursued by his irate parent and con- 
veyed back to his home; but he soon made 
a second attempt, and with a similar result. 
His second capture was eftected at Cornwall, 
just when he was in the very act of nego- 
tiating with an Indian to convey him across 
the river in a canoe. His entire capital at 
this time was a quarter of a dollar, and the 
noble savage was disposed to hold out for 
double that sum. The negotiation was ab- 
ruptly put an end to by the arrival of the 
father in pursuit of his prodigal son, and 
the latter was once more taken back to St. 
Raphael, to plan a further attempt at escape. 
Under these circumstances it is not surpris- 
ing that he grew up to young manhood 
with a somewhat imperfect education, and 
with a tolerably stubborn will of his own. 
Tradition reports that he was for some time 
a clerk in a store at Cornwall and that he 
threw up his situation in disgust on account 
of his being stigmatised as a "counter-hop- 
per" by some unwashed urchins on the 
street. From that moment, it is said, his 
situation became odiouR to him, and he be- 
gan to look about him for some calling in 
life which would render him less subject to 
opprobrious epithets from the gamins of 
the gutter. He discussed future possibilities 
with one of the local lawyers, anù the re- 
sult of the discussion was that he resolved 
upon qualifying himself for the practice of 


the law. His scholastic attainments were 
confined to reading and writing, and even 
in these branches he wa') probably not very 
proficient. He was informed that by dili- 
gent study he might hope to qualify him- 
self to pass the preliminary examination 
before the Law Society of Upper Canada 
in three years. He set to work with a will. 
He entered the school at Cornwall taught 
by the late Dr. Urquhart, and worked at 
his books early and late. This was in 
November, 18:32. In a little more than 
two years from that date he had mastered 
the curriculum and triumphantly passed 
his examination before the Law Society. 
His frame was slightly built, his constitu- 
tion was far from robust, and he doubtless 
had to pay in body for the strain upon his 
mind. He became delicate, and it was even 
prophesied that he wa,> far advanced in con- 
sumption. The diagnosis would seem to 
have been at fault, as he lived and worked 
hard for nearly forty years after this time. 
The fact is that he was tough and wiry, 
and there is good reason for believing that 
he prolonged his life to some extent by the 
sheer force of his will. 
Having passed the Law Society in Hilary 
Term, 1835, he was articled to Mr. Maclean 
-afterwards the Hon. Archibald Maclean, 
Chief Justice of Upper Canada-at Corn- 
wall, where he remained somtwhat mure 
than two years. He then transferred his 
services to the office of Mr.-afterwards the 
Hun. Chief Justice - Draper, in Toronto, 
where he completed his studies in 18+0. 
He was admitted to practice as an attorney 
and solicitor, and, being then twenty-eight 
years of age, settled down at Cornwall, 
where his connections and hi!) natural abili- 
ties secured for him a remarkably profitable 
business. In due course he was called to 
the Bar, and was thus enabled to hold his 
own briefs. He took as good care of his 
physical health as was consistent with hard 
work, and laughed at the gloomy predic- 
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tions of the physicians. He was successful 1844, 1848, 1852 and 18.54, either by ac- 
at the Bar, and increased both his know- clamation. or by sweeping majorities, and 
ledge of law and his pecuniary resources. his constituency came to be regarded as a 
Immediately after his call to the Bar, in pocket-borough. Upon the formation of 
1840, he married Miss Waggoman, a daugh- the second Baldwin-Lafontaine Adminis- 
ter of the Hon. George Waggoman, a United tration, in 1848, Mr. Macdonald accorded it 
States Senator who resided in Louisiana, an energetic support; and on Mr. Blake's 
where he owned a large plantation and retirement in December, 1849, he succeeded 
several hundred slaves.- to the office of Solicitor-General for Ppper 
He soon found his way into Parliament. Canada. He continued to hold that office 
At the first general election held after the until the reconstruction of the Ministry 
Union of the Provinces in 1841 he was towards the close of 1851, when Mr. Hincks 
elected to represent his native county of became Premier. Mr. Baldwin's retirement 
Glengarry in the Assembly. He continued from the Cabinet had. left the portfolio of 
to represent that constituency for sixteen Attorney-General West without a holder, 
years, being several times elected without and it was expected that Mr. Sandfield 
opposition. He was originally elected in Macdonald would be asked to succeed him 
the Conservative interest, but had scarcely as a matter of course. This expectation, 
taken his seat in the House before he began however, was not fulfilled. He was passed 
to assail the Family Compact. Upon the over, and }Ir. \V. B. Richards succeeded to 
formation of the first Baldwin-Lafontaine the Attorney-Generalship. Mr. Macdonald 
Administration, in 1842, he arrayed himself was by no means insensible to the slight 
on the side of Liberal principles, and all put upon him, but carried his coals with 
through the long struggle with Sir Charles the best grace he could, and quietly bided 
.Metcalfe took a pronounced stand against his time. When Parliament met at Quebec, 
the Governor-General, and in favour of the in August, 1852, he was elected to the 
ex-Ministers. From this time forward he office of Speaker of the Assembly, on mo- 
was commonly associated in the popular tion of Mr. Hincks. He held that position 
mind with the Reform Party, though he until the dissolution in 1854. On the as- 
frequently served it with a divided alle- sembling of Parliament in that year he re- 
giance. Whatever party he served seemed corded an adverse vote on the address in 
to make no difference to his constituents, answer to the speech from the throne. He 
who stood by him loyally, and did not at- had practical control over at least two other 
tempt to interfere with his line of action. votes, both of which were recorded against 
This is in part accounted for by the fact the Government, and Mr. Hincks was COIIl- 
that nine-tenths of his constituents were pelled to resign. 
Highland Scotchmen, either Ly birth or Soon after this time Mr. 1I:Iacdonald's 
descent. From the census taken in 18.jJ health, which had. long required careful 
it appears that there were at that time no nursing, completely broke down. One of 
fewer than 3,242 persons named Macdonald his lungs was completely destroyed, and re- 
settled in the county of Glengarry, to all of mained closed during the remainder of his 
whom the language of Roderick Dhu was ]ife. His physicians insisted upon his ces- 
as their mother tongue. Mr. Macdonald was sation from the turmoil of politics, as the 
successively returned at the elections or only means whereby he could hope to pro- 
- - lona his life, even for a few months He 
* 8enator 'Vaggoman was shot in a duel about three ., . 
years after his daughter's marriage to Mr Macdonald. I accordingly started for Europe on a hoh- 
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day tour, and on his departure many of his 
friends bade him what they supposed to 
be a last farewell, as it was not believed 
that he would live to return. He falsified 
all the predictions of the faculty, however, 
and returned in a few months greatly im- 
proved both in health and spirits. He lived 
for seventeen years longer, and during the 
greater part of that time got through enough 
harassing labour to have killed a man of 
apparently much more robust physique. 
He threw himself into hard work, and not 
only attended closely to his professional 
duties, but took his full share in the politi- 
cal discussions of the day. He had already 
fought for the secularization of the Clergy 
Reserves, and had advocated non-sectarian 
education. His opposition to the separate 
schools aroused the anger of the clergy of 
hi; Church, many of whom denounced him 
from the altar, and enjoined the Highland- 
ers of Glengarry to discard him as their 
representative. They might as well have 
enjoined the Old Guard to fight against 
Napoleon Bonaparte. They returned him 
by increased majorities, and on one occa.,>ion 
chased his opponent out of the Riding. It 
was plain that "the Macdonald of Glen- 
garry" was not to be interfered with. On 
matters unconnected with religion he gener- 
ally spoke and voted on the side of progress; 
but he regarded every question, as it arose, 
upon what seemed to him to be its particu- 
lar merits or demerits. He refused to be 
bound by any trammels of party, and was 
con,>equently charged by both parties with 
caprice. He opposed the method adopted 
with respect to the construction of the 
Grand Trunk Railway. He spoke vigor- 
ously on the "double majority" question, 
contending that in matters of local con- 

ern the majority in each section should 
control the affairs of that section. He for 
some time opposed the late Mr. Brown on 
nearly every public question, and was fre- 
quently denounced by that gentleman and 
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his western followers with characteristic 
vehemence. 
During all this time he was carefully 
husbanding his health. In the early spring 
of 1857 his one remaining lung began to 
manifest signs of giving out. He deter- 
mined to render his public life less arduous 
by putting his brother into Parliament for 
Glengarry, and choosing a smaller constitu- 
ency for himself. He accordingly intro- 
duced his younger brother, Donald Alexan- 
der Macdonald, the recent Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of Ontario, to his constituents, who 
forthwith accepted him a.,> their represen- 
tative. John Sandfield offered himself to 
the electors of Cornwall, who returned him 
at the head of the poll, and he thencefor- 
ward continued to represent them until his 
death. 
Not long after his first election for Corn- 
wall he and Mr. Brown began to work 
more cordially together. Upon the forma- 
tion of the short-lived Brown-Dorion Min- 
istry in August, 1
58, he accepted 
ffice as 
Attorney-General 'Yest. Brief as was the 
existence of this Administration (even ac- 
cording to the most liberal computation it 
lived only four days), the time was long 
enough to develop grave misunderstandings 
between Mr. Macdonald and Mr. Brown. 
After the dissolution the differences be- 
tween them became wider and wider. The 
western Reformers repudiated 
lr. 
Iac- 
donald, who returned the compliment by 
repudiating them. For some years after 
this time he called himsdf "an Indepen- 
dent Member," which, as matter of fact, he 
always had been. All through the tenure 
of office of the Cartier-)Iacdonald Adminis- 
tration he showeù his inùepen(lence by at- 
tacking alternately the Government and the 
Opposition. 
Upon the defeat of the Cartier-Macdonald 
)[inistry on the 11ilitia Bill, in March, HiG2, 
the Governor-General, somewhat to the pub- 
lic surprise, applied to the subject of this 
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sketch to form an Administration. It is 
easier to understand the position of affairs 
at this time than to explain them in few 
words. People looked forward to the dead- 
lock in public affairs which eventually en- 
sued. The two parties were so evenly di- 
vided that it was impossible that any purely 
party measure could co,!nt upon a large ma- 
jority. It was therefore thought not im- 
probable that a man who could not strictly 
be claimed as belonging to either party 
might be able to form a stronger Govern- 
ment than an adherent of either one side 
or the other. Mr. Macdonald responded 
favourably to the Governor-General's ap- 
peal, and, with the assistance of Mr. Sicotte 
from the Lower Province, he was soon able 
to announce that he had formed a Ministry. 
The announcement was made by Mr. Lewis 
Wall bridge, the Speaker of the House, on 
the 26th of April. The composition of the 
Government was as follows: John Sand- 
field Macdonald, Attorney-General West; 
Louis Victor Sicotte, Attorney-Gèneral East; 
Thomas D' Arcy McGee, President of the 
Council: William Pearce Howland, Minis- 
ter of Finance; William )IcDougall, Com- 
missioner of Crown Lands, Antoine Aimé 
Dorion, Provincial Secretary; Ulric Joseph 
Tessier, Commissioner of Public "Torks; 
Adam Wilson, Solicitor-General West; J. 
J. C. Abbott, Solicitor-General East, Fran- 
çois Evanturel, Minister of Agriculture; 
"\Iichael Hamilton Foley, Postmaster-Gen- 
eral; and James Morris, Receiver-General. 
The programme announced by the new 

Iinistry included the observance of the 
"double majority" principle in all local 
matters; a revision of the tariff with a 
view to increasing the revenue; retrench- 
ment in the public expenditure; a new in- 
solvency law; a new militia bill; and vari- 
ous reforms in the conduct of the depart- 
ments. The principle of representation by 
population, however, was not adopted, and 
western members of the Reform Party were 


not disposed to work heartily with any Gov- 
ernment which did not make rep. by pop. 
the first plank in its platform. The Globe 
opposed the new Ministry nearly as vigor- 
ously as it had opposed the preceding one, 
and denounced its leader for pandering to 
the French Canadian element. But little 
business was transacted between the for- 
mation of the Cabinet and the prorogation, 
which took place on the 9th of June. When 
Parliament met at Quebec in the following 
February it was evident that the Govern- 
ment held office by a frail tenure. There 
were motions in favour of direct represen- 
tation by population, which were supported 
by eloquent speeches from members of the 
Oppo!'ition. These motions were defeated 
by the solid Lower Canadian vote, but it 
was evident that there was a g-rowing feel- 
ing throughout the country in favour of a 
more equitable adjustment of seats. At 
last, early in May, the present Premier of 
the Dominion moved and carried by a ma- 
jority of five a direct vote of want of confi- 
dence. Parliament was prorogucd with a 
view to its immediate dissolution, which 
soon afterwards followed. Before the en- 
suing elections Mr. Macdonald tried the ex- 
periment of a reconstruction-a reconstruc- 
tion so sweeping as to practically result in 
a new Ministry. Some of Mr. Brown's fol- 
lowers from the Upper Province were ad- 
mitted, among whom were Mr. Fergusson- 
Blair and the present Premier of Ontario. 
Certain Ruuges from Lower Canada were 
also included, and :Mr. Macdonald found 
himself with only three of his former col- 
leagues, viz., 
Iessrs. Dorion, Howland, and 
McDougall. Previous to it,> reconstruction 
the Administration had been known as the 
Macdonald-Sicotte Government. It was 
thenceforward known as the Macdonald- 
Dorion Government. What it gained on 
one side by reconstruction it lost on the 
other. It secured the support of some of 
the prominent western Reformers, but it 
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had to encounter the fierce opposition of 
the ousted members, Messrs. Foley, Mc- 
Gee, and Sicotte. It so happened that the 
reconstructed 
Iinistry did not contain a 
single Irish member, and this, we may be 
sure, was made the most of by Mr. .McGee 
and some of his compatriots. During the 
following session the Government narrowly 
escaped defeat time after time. They con- 
trived to drag through the session, but lost 
further ground during recess, and upon the 
assembling of the House again in February, 
18G4, they were without a working ma- 
jority. They accordingly resigned, and were 
succeeded by the Administration formed un- 
der the auspices of Sir Etienne P. Taché amI 
the Hon. John A. Macdonald. 
John Sandfield Macdonald was not favour- 
able to the scheme of Confederation, and op- 
posed it vigorously so long a<; opposition 
could be of any avail. \Vhen the scheme 
wa.<; accomplished, however, he yielded to 
the popular sentiment, and loyally assisted 
in carrying it out. To him was entrusted 
the task of forming the first Government 
of the Province of Ontario, which was suc- 
cessfully accomplished in July, 18G7. It 
was a Coalition Government, composed of 
himself as Premier and Attorney-General; 
the Hon. John Carling, Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Public Works; the Hon. 
Stephen Richards, Commissioner of Crown 
Lands; the Hon. Edmund Burke Wood, 
Treasurer; and the Hon. Matthew Crooks 
Cameron, Secretary and Registrar. By this 
Ministry the work of administration was 
fairly set in motion in Ontario. The char- 
acteristic by which it was chiefly marked 
was the rigid system of economy adopted by 
it in all the departments, and in the general 
conduct of public affairs. A not unCOlllmon 
idea prevails that this economy was some- 
what overdone. Such a fault, however, is 
unquestionably on the right side, and seems 
venial indeed when contrasted with the more 
serious delinquencies of some other public 
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men in Canada. 'Vhen he retired from his 
premiership, in the month of December, 
1871, there was a surplus of about three 
millions of dollars in the treasury. His 
retirement was due to an adverse vote of 
the House in consequence of his Govern- 
ment's having appropriated a large Bum for 
railway subsidies without taking a vote on 
the appropriations to the several roads sub- 
sidized. There is no doubt that he felt his 
loss of office very keenly, and he survived 
the loss only about six months. He died on 
the 1st of June, lx7
, at "Ivy Hall," his 
residence at Cornwall. He wa.<; buried at 
St. Andrews, a village situated about seven 
miles from Cornwall, in the very centre of 
the district inhabited by those Highlanùers 
who had borne faithful allegiance to him 
for so many years. A large granite column 
marks his last resting-place: 
His name will long be held in affectionate 
remembrance by the Highlanders of Stor- 
mont and Glengarry, as well as by a wiùe 
circle of other friends. His personal inde- 
pendence, amounting almost to stubbornness, 
rendered him at times difficult to deal with, 
but he was not malicious, and did not nurse 
his animosities. He wa.<; somewhat uncouth 
in his language at times, and gi
Ten to quot- 
ing liberally from the Athana<;ian Creed in 
ordinary conversation. Many readers of 
these lines will remember the Strathroy 
episode; and if they were personally ac- 
quainted with }Ir. Macdonald their memo- 
ries will doubtless supply them with a 
score of similar little ehullitions. This 
sort of thing, however, was rather a matter 
of habit than of malignity, and it was so 
understood by his friends. He had a criti- 
cal and inquiring mind which impelled him 
to question whatever was not proved, and 
thus his natural place was in Opposition. 
It cannot be said that he ever seriously 
abused the power entrusted to him, and he 
is on the whole entitled to a verdict in his 
favour from posterity. 



THE REV. ALEXANDER McT{NIGIIT, D.D., 


PRINCIPAL OF THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA. 


D R. McKNIGHT was born at Dalmelling- 
ton, Ayrshire, Scotland, and studied 
the Arts Course in the University of Glas- 
gow during the sessions of l841-5. We 
have been able to learn but few facts with 
reference to his eady life, which, like the 
rest of his career, seems to have been free 
from remarkable incident. His proficiency 
as a student is proved by the testimony of 
numerous fellow-students, as well as by class 
prizes in Logic, Mathematics and Natural 
Philm;ophy. He studied Theology in New 
College, Edinburgh, from the session of 1845 
till that of 1849, and was licensed by the 
Free Preshytery of Ayr, on the 19th of 
February, 1850. 
In January, 1855, he received from the 
Colonial Committee of the Free Church the 
appointment of Teacher in Hebrew in the 
Free College, Halifax, Nova Scotia. Shortly 
after entering on the discharge of the duties 
of this office, he was called by the congre- 
gation of St. James's Church, Dartmouth, 
to be their pastor; and having accepted the 
call, he was ordained minister of that charge 
on the 26th of January, 1857. During the 
eleven years following, in addition to his 
duties as pastor, he discharged the func- 
tions incidental to the Hebrew Chair; but 
in 1868 he resigned the charge of the Dart- 
mouth congregation, and undertook Exeget- 
ics in addition to Hebrew, in connection 
with the College. In 1871, after the retire- 
ment of the Rev. Dr. King, he was trans- 


ferred to the Chair of Systematic Theology. 
In the year 1877 he received the degree of 
D.D. from his alma 'fIwtm', the University 
of Glasgow. 
To sum up: Dr. McKnight has been Pro- 
fessor in the Free College, Halifax, subse- 
quently in the Theological Hall of the Pres- 
byterian Church of the Lower Provinces 
(after the Union between the Free and the 
Presbyterian Churches of Nova Scotia in 
1
60, and of New Brunswick in 18(6), and 
lastly in the Pre:-;byterian College, Halifax, 
the Divinity School, in the Maritime Prov- 
inces, of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
By a vote of the Assembly at Hamilton he 
was appointed Principal in 1878. He com- 
mands the confidence as he enjoys the esteem 
of the whole Church. His reputation as a 
preacher, and especially as a lucid expositor 
of Scripture, is very high. He takes com- 
paratively little part in the Assembly's dis- 
cussions; but when he speaks he carries 
great weight. He is thoroughly versed in 
Church law as well as in his own "pecial 
department of Theology. He has peculiar 
ability in expressing his thoughts in terse 
and clear language. He always, even when 
speaking without preparation, says precisely 
what he means to say, and never leaves 
either his students or his hearers in (loubt 
as to his meaning. He has impressed his 
students with a ùeep sense of his intel- 
lectual power, and all of them entertain for 
him the most profound respect and affection. 



1...8
=-aar.""Ir
 

\I,
.B..bLu. 


"< .....' 


. 

 


-:",1) 



, 


r 


I/ty. tl/riti {þ-. 



DANIEL \VILSON, LL.D., F.R.S.E., 


PRESIDENT OF UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, TORONTO. 


D R. WIL80X is the second son of the 
late 
Ir. Archibald Wilson, of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, in which city he himself 
was born in 1816. He was one of a numer- 
ous family. His younger brother, the late 
Dr. George 'Vilson, Professor of Technology 
in Edinburgh University, won considerable 
reputation as a chemist and scientist, and, 
after a long struggle with ill-health, died in 
185D. The subject of this sketch received 
his education at the High School of his 
native city, and at Edinburgh University, 
where he remained until hc was about 
twenty-one years of age. He wa., a hard 
and patient student, and attracted much 
notice among his schoolfellows and the Pro- 
fessors by his diligence, application and 
energy. Being compelled to make his own 
way in life, he immediately after leaving 
the university betook himself to London, 
where he remained for several years, deriv-. 
ing.his support mainly from the productions 
of his pen. He then returned to Edinburgh, 
and continued to support himself by literary 
effort. He contributed to various news- 
papers amI periodical" of that time, mo.,t 
of which have now ceased to e"ist. He 
had-and has-a fondne
s for archæological 
researches, and his studies in that line were 
destined to produce abundant results. He 
became an enthusia.,tic membcr of the Scot- 
tish Society of Antiquaries, and for some 
time acted a'\ secretary to, and edited the 
proceedings of, that institution. He devoted 


a good deal of attention to art, and became 
proficient a.,> a draughtsman. He was espe- 
cially fond of wandering about the quaint 
old streets of Edinburgh, and acquired great 
familiarity with the topography, history and 
traditions of one of the most beautiful and 
int
resting cities in the world. In 1
47 his 
first published work-the precursor of many 
others-was given to the world. Its title 
is "Memorials of Edinburgh in the Olden 
Time." It appeared in two quarto volumes, 
with numerous illustrations by the author's 
own hand. It enjoyed much local popu- 
larity, and was pronounced by the London 
Athenæltm to be "a very agreeable and 
useful addition to our list of topographical 
works." The London Literary Gazette said 
of it: "These volumes will do him (the 
author) honour in his native city so long as 
the ancient capital of Scotland stands." A 
second edition of the work was issued in 
1872. In 184<8 appeared" Oliver Cromwell 
and the Protectorate," a work chiefly com- 
piled from Noble, Foster, Daubeny and Car- 
lyle. In lR:51 a more ambitious attempt 
than either of the works above mentioned 
appeared, viz., "The Archæology and Pre- 
historic Annals of Scotland." It was pub- 
lishe,l in royal Hvo, with about two hundred 
illustrations (including six plates on steel) 
chiefly from drawings by the author. It 
was highly commended by the press of 
Great Britain and America, and made its 
author's name known to a much wider circle 
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of readers than any of his previous contri- 
butions to literature. It may be said, in- 
deefI, to have given him a world-wide repu- 
tation among archæologists. The BI'itish 
Qlwrterly Review said of it: "This is no 
ordinary book. If we mistake not, it will 
form an epoch in the study of the earlier 
antiquities of Scotland, and of Britain at 
large. It is a work full of original 
views, bearing everywhere the stamp of 
independent investigation, and of an inde- 
pendent judgment." The Westminster Re- 
view spoke of it in terms equally lauda- 
tory, saying that "The Scandinavian anti- 
quaries have geolugically deduced some 
important facts regarding the prehistoric 
period, and Dr. Wilson has followed up 
the inf(uiry with regard to Scotland in a 
manner worthy of all praise. His work 
upon the prehistoric antiquities of Scotland 
contain,> an immense mass of facts, with a 
due proportion of rational deduction." }1r. 
Hallam, quite as high an authority as either 
of the foregoing, pronounced it to be the 
most scientific treatment of the archæoIogi- 
cal evidences of primitive history which 
had eVe!' been written. In 18G:J a second 
edition of the work, revised and largely re- 
written, appeared under the title of "Pre- 
historic Annals of Scotlaml" 
The above-quoted dictum of !lIr. Hallam 
is said to have been the means of procuring 
for Dr. Wilson the appointment of Profe!>sor 
of History and English Literature in TT ni- 
vcrsity College, Toronto. This appointment 
was conferred in 1
.5:3, and has ever 
ince 
been held by the recipient with entire satis- 
faction to the authorities awl students of 
the College, and to the general public. It 
may be mentioned that he had not long 
been installell in his Professorship ere he 
received an offer of the position of Principal 
of McGill College, MontreaL This flattering 
offer was declined, owing in part to certain 
conditions annexed to the appointment, amI 
partly, as has been said, in consequence of 


a natural dislike to abanllon "a field which 
promised such opportunities of usefulness, 
and a sphere which bade fair to become 
highly congeniaL" 
Dr. Wilson's life, since his arrival in this 
country, presents an uninterrupted record 
of educational and literary industry, and 
has been attended with great benefit to the 
community in which it has been passed. 
His labours in the various capacities of lec- 
turer, examiner, and member of the Uni- 
versity Senate and College Council have 
been attended with the happiest results, 
and have proved him to be the possessor of 
abundant energies, great tact, and a fine 
common sense, as well as of versatile accom- 
plishments. His lectures on History have 
been marked by philosophical insight and 
breadth of view, as well as by a spirit of 
toleration for opposing schools of thought. 
The same may be said of his discourses on 
Archæologyand Ethnology. " But perhaps 
the greatest benefit he has conferred on the 
University," says a sympathetic critic, "has 
been conferred in the capacity of Examiner. 
In such an institution good teaching is less 
indispensable than a proper style of exami- 
nation questions, which ought to be of such 
a kind as at once to test the student's know- 
ledge of the subject and serve as a guide to 
him in his private reading. The style of 
e'{aminati
n introlluced by Dr. 'Vilson, and 
perpetuated hy his successors, who have for 
the most part been at one time or another 
members of his cla,>s, has done quite as 
much for the training of student:,; in His- 
tory, Ethnology, and English as his lectures, 
valuable as they are, have accomplished." 
His eloquent and effective plea before a 
Committee of the Canadian Parliament on 
behalf of University College and non-sec- 
tarian enllowments will he remembered by 
many readers of these pages. 
He had not been long in this country 
before he began with renewed ardour to 
prosecute his researches in archæology and 
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ethnology. In H-W2 the result of some of 
the more important of his investigations on 
both sides of the Atlantic was given to the 
world in a work in two volumes, entitled 
"Prehistoric Man: Researches into the Ori- 
gin of Civilization in the Old awl the New 
\V urlds." A subsequent edition, revised and 
partly re-written, was published in 1865. 
This work was very favourably received 
throughout the scientific world. The Edin- 
burgh Witness said of it: "This work is 
worthy of the high reputation won by Dr. 
Wilson by his previous contributions to 
literature. It is a thuroughly good book; 
in its information fresh and ample, in its 
conclusions wise, in its arrangement judi- 
cious and clear, in its style vigorous, expres- 
sive and distinct. The topic is not only 
vast in range, complex in material, and diffi- 
cult from its nature, but brings the man 
who ventures to discuss it into contact with 
momentous and perplexing questions touch- 
ing the origin of civilization, the unity of 
the human race, and the time during which 
man has becn a denizen of this planet. Dr. 
Wilson proves himself at all point.,> equal 
to his task." Some scientific critic.. took 
a less favourable view of the work, but 
it.,> reception was on the whole remark- 
ably cordial, and a third edition has since 
been publishcd. In 1869 appeared" Chat- 
tertun: a Biographical Study," which Dr. 
\Vilson himself is said to regard with greater 
satisfaction than any other product of his 
pen. "Cali ban, the Missing Link," a sort 
of fanciful Shaksperean study, made its 
appearance in IH7:3. Some years before 
his arrival in Cana(la he published a small 
volume of poems. In 1873 it was repub- 
lished in Lomlon with numerous aflditions, 
under the title of "Spring \ViM Flowers." 
His latest separate work is "Reminiscences 
of Old Edinburgh," publishcd in two vol- 
umes at Eflinburgh in lI,m'!, and profusely 


illustrated by phototypes from the author's 
original designs. He also contributed vari- 
ous articles to the eighth edition of the 
Encyclopædia Britannica; and to the 
ninth edition-now in course of publica- 
tion-he has already contributed the arti- 
cles 00 "Archæology," "Canada," "Chatter- 
ton," and" Edinburgh," besides others of 
less importance. In addition to the works 
already enumerated, his contributions to 
the Cctnadian Jmunal and the CCLnadictn 
Monthly are well worthy of mention. His 
articles in the Journal alone would make a 
volume of formidable proportions, and con- 
sist chiefly of papers read by him before 
the Canadian Institute, of which he has 
long been one of the most prominent mem- 
bers, and of which he was for several years 
President. 
Dr. Wilson has also won a creditable 
reputation by his connection with various 
philanthropic and social movements. To 
his benevolent efforts the existence of the 
Boys' Home in Toronto is largely due, and 
he bas contributed more than any other 
single personage to render it efficacious for 
the purpose for which it was established. 
He was for some years the President of the 
Young Men's Christian Association. In 
addition to his many other services in the 
cause of education, he has taken a warm in- 
terest in promoting the higher education of 
women. He filled several times in succes- 
sion the chair of the Ontario Teachers' 
Association, and was twice elected by the 
High School 
Iasters as their representative 
in the old Council of Public Instruction. 
He is a member of the Church of England, 
and took an active part in the work of the 
Church Association during its existence. 
The last event in hi
 history to which it is 
deemed necessary to refer is his appoint- 
ment in August last to the Presidency of 
University College. 



THE HON. JOSEPH ADOLPHE CHAPLEAU. 


' I R. CHAPLEAU comes of an old French 
1\ family which settled in the Seign- 
iory of Terrebonne nearly a century before 
the Conquest, and has ever since resided 
there. He was born at Ste. Thérèse de 
Blainville, in the county of Terrebonne, on 
the !Jth of 
ovember, IS4.0. He was a re- 
markably bright and intelligent boy, and 
was early intended by his parents for a pro- 
fessional life. He received his education 
first at the College of Terrebonne, and after- 
wards at the College of St. Hyacinthe, at 
both of which seats of learning he won a 
high reputation for brilliancy and clever- 
ness. Having passed through the college 
curriculum at St. Hyacinthe with much 
credit, he fixed upon the law for a pro- 
fession, and entered the office of Messrs. 
Ouimet, Morin &; Marchand, at Montreal, to 
qualify himself for the Bar. He joined the 
I Itstitut CcwaLlien, of which he erelong be- 
came a prominent member, and eventually 
one of the Presidents. Having completed 
his professional studies, he wa'! called to 
the Bar of Lower Canada in the month of 
December, IS(jl, he having attained his 
majority only about a month previously. 
He entered into partnership with his former 
principals, amI began practice at the Mont- 
real Bar, where he has ever since been one 
of the most conspicuous figures. 
At the Bar he early displayed remarkable 
powers of oratory. He devoted himself 
largely to criminal practice. The first im- 


portant case in which he figured involved 
the defence of a whole family on a charge 
of infanticide. The evidence against the 
prisoners was very strong, and public feel- 
ing was very much aroused upon the sub- 
ject of the trial. In conducting the cross- 
examination of some of the witnesses the 
young advocate displayed powers which 
even his intimate friends had scarcely given 
him credit for possessing. His address to 
the jury was admirably calculated to arouse 
the sympathies of his auditors on behalf of 
his clients. The result of his exertions was 
that the prisoners escaped the gallows, and 
that he himself established a high reputa- 
tion as a criminal counsel. His subsequent 
career has fully borne out the promise of its 
commencement. His defence of Lepine and 
Nault, at Winnipeg, in October, IS74, on a 
charge of murdering Thomas Scott, will be 
remembered by many of our readers as a 
masterly forensic eflort. He has also fre- 
quently appeared in the Courts on behalf of 
the Crown, and ha,> proved himself to be as 
formidable in attack a<; in defence. He was 
created a Queen's Counsel in 1
73. 
It was to be expected that a gentleman 
of Mr. Chapleau's abilities and intelligence 
would take a more than pa,>sing interest in 
the political questions of the day. He may 
be said to have been an ardent politician 
from his youth, and in every electoral con- 
test he threw his influence into the struggle 
on behalf of the Conservative side. In the 
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beginning of the year 1862 he acquired a 
pecuniary interest in a tri-weekly news- 
paper called Le Colonisateu1', of which he 
soon afterwards became editor. It did good 
work for the Conservative Party during the 
period of Mr Chapleau's editorship, but it 
existed only about two years. At the first 
general election under Confederation Mr. 
Chapleau presented himself to the electors 
of his native county of Terrebonne as a 
candidate to represent them in the Local 
Legislature of Quebec. He was elected as 
second member (his colleague in the repre- 
sentation being the Hon. Louis F. R. Masson), 
and has ever since been returned as such- 
8everal times by acclamation. At the open- 
ing of the first session of the first Provincial 
Parliament of Quebec Mr. Chapleau was 
entrusted with the presentation of the Ad- 
dress in reply to the Speech from the Throne. 
He has always devoted special attention to 
railway legislation, and as early as 1868 
made a telling speech in favour of a rail- 
way Bill which was then before the House. 
Upon the reconstruction of the Chauveau 
Cabinet under Mr. Ouimet, in February, 
1873, the portfolio of Solicitor-General was 
offered to, and accepted by, Mr. Chapleau, 
who retained it until the 8th of September, 
1874, when he resigned, with his leader. 
On the 
7th of January, 1876, he entered 
the De Boucherville Government, as Provin- 
cial Secretary and Registrar. This position 
he retained until the month of 
Iarch, 1878, 


when the Lieutenant,Governor, Mr. Letellier 
de St. Just, dismissed his Ministry, under 
circumstances already frequently referred 
to in these pages. After such dismissal, and 
the formation of )Ir. .Joly's Government, 
)Ir. Chapleau became leader of the Opposi- 
tion, and acted in that capacity until the 
resignation of Mr. Joly's Ministry, in Octo- 
ber, 1879. Being called upon to form a 
new Administration, Mr. Chapleau readily 
accomplished that task, he himself becom- 
ing Premier and Minister of Agriculture 
and Public Works. His Ministry still re- 
mains in power. It is well known that Mr. 
Chapleau has more than once been urged 
to accept office in the Dominion Govern- 
ment at Ottawa, and that, for reasons not 
definitely communicated to the public, he 
has hitherto thought proper to decline that 
honour. 
At the general election of 1872 Mr. Chap- 
leau was an unsuccessful candidate for the 
representation of the county of Verchères in 
the House of Commons. He is Professor of 
Criminal Jurisprudence in the section of 
Laval University established at Montreal. 
He is a director of the Laurentides Railway 
Company, and of Le Credit FonciCl' du Bas 
Canada, and holds various other positions 
of trust and emolument. 
On the 2;jth of 
ovember, 1874, Mr. 
Chapleau married Miss 
lary Louisa King, 
a daughter of Lieutenant-Colonel King, Bri- 
gade )lajor, Sherbrooke. 
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L ORD LlSGAR, who, prior to his eleva- 
tion to the peerage in 1870, was well 
known in political and diplomatic circles as 
the Right Hon. Sir John Young, was born 
in the Presidency of Bombay, British India, 
on the 31st of August, 1807. He was the 
eldest son of the late Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sir William Young, Baronet, of Bailie- 
borough Castle, in the county of Cavan, 
Ireland, who was for many years a Director 
and a very large shareholder in the East 
India Company. The future diplomat was 
sent home to Europe in his childhood, and 
was educated, first at Eton, and afterwards 
at Corpus Christi College, Oxford, where he 
graduated as B.A. in 1829. He afterwards 
studied law in the chambers of an eminent 
special pleader in London, and in 1834 was 
called to the Bar of Lincoln's Inn. It does 
not appear that he engaged, or that he ever 
had any intention of engaging in actual 
practice at the Bar. He doubtless had an 
eye to political life from his earliest youth. 
Three years before the last-mentioned date, 
and while he was still a student, he had en- 
tered the Hou,>c of Commons, having been 
elected in the Conservative interest as one 
of the representatives of the county of 
Cavan, where the family estates are situ- 
ated, and where the family influence was 
paramount. He continued to represent that 
constituency until the year 1
.,}.5, during 
which period he was known as a "working 
member," and held many important minis- 
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terial offices. [n 1H-H he wa'> appointed a 
Lord of the Treasury, which office he held 
till 1844; and from the la.<;t-named year 
until 1846 he filled the more important 
office of Secretary of the Treasury. On 
the formation of the Earl of Aberdeen's 
Administration in 1832, Sir John Young 
was appointed Chief Secretary for Ireland, 
which office he held until 1855, when he be- 
came Lord High Commissioncr of the Ionian 
Islands. For some years prior to this time 
he had been a magistrate and Deputy-Lieu- 
t.enant for the county of Cavan; and he had 
succeeded to the Baronetcy on the death of 
his father, the first Baronet, in 1848. For 
his successful administration of the Govern- 
ment of the Ionian Islands Sir John received 
the decoration of the Grand Cross of the 
Order of St. Michael and St. George. His 
office of Lord High Commissioner haviug 
ceased with the cession of the Islands to 
Greece in IS59, he was soon afterwards 
called upon to fill a more important posi- 
tion, having been appointed in 1860 Gover- 
nor of New South Wales. He administered 
the affairs of that colony for six years, when 
he was recalled, and wa.,> soon afterwanb 
appointed to succeed Lord Monck (whose 
term of office, for reasons connected with 
the constitutional changes then in progress, 
had been extended for two years beyond 
the usual period) as Governor-General of 
Canada. Sir John arrived in this country 
in November, 18G8, and wa"! sworn in as 
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Governor-General of the Dominion on the 
29th of December following. His adminis- 
tration of Canadian affairs lasted till the 
month of June, 1872, when he was succeed- 
ed by His Excellency the Earl of Dufferin. 
'Ieanwhile, in 1870, he had been created 
Baron Lisgar of Lisgar and Bailieborough, 
in the county of Cavan, in the Peerage of 
the United Kingdom; and in 1871 he had 
been constituted Lord Lieutenant and Cus- 
tos Rotulorum of his county. 
His tenure of office as Governor-General 
of Canada was not specially remarkable for 
energy, though it was an important epoch 
in our history. It was during this period 
that the .. better terms" were conceded to 
Nova Scotia, and that the Provinces of 
Manitoba and British Columbia entered 
Confederation. It was during his adminis- 
tration of affairs also that the Red River 
rebellion broke out and was put down; that 
the Treaty of Washington was signed; and 
that the terms of agreement for building 
the Canadian Pacific Rail way were agreed 
upon. The Governor discharged the duties 
of his position to the best of his ability, but 
he wa.'! past middle life at the time of his 
appointment, and was constitutionally older 
than his years. During much of his resi- 
dence among us he was in rather indifferent 
health, so that public business was in a few 
instances somewhat delayed thereby. His 
manners were plea.<>ant and ingratiating, and 
he made many personal frienùs during his 
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peregrinations through the country, though 
it cannot be said that he aroused any extra- 
ordinary ebullitions of enthusiasm, or that 
he ever made himself universally popular. 
He was criticised with some freedom by one 
section of the local press. He left Canada 
for the last time on the 22nd of June. Upon 
his arrival in England he retired from the 
public service, and soon afterwards took up 
his abode on his estates in Ireland, where 
the rest of his life was passed very quietly, 
owing to the increased feebleness of his 
health. He died on the 6th of October, 
1876. 
On the 8th of April, 1835, he married 
Miss Adelaide Annabella, daughter of Ed- 
ward Tuite Dalton, by Olivia, his wife, 
afterwards Marchioness of Headfort. There 
was no issue of the marriage, and upon Lord 
Lisgar's death the barony became extinct. 
The baronetcy and the representation of the 
ancient family of Young devolved upon his 
Lordship's nephew, now Sir William Muston 
Need Young, posthumous son of the late 
Mr. Thomas Young, of the Bengal Civil 
Service, who was second son of the first 
Baronet. This gentleman is the present 
holder of the title as third Baronet. 
In 1878 Lady Lisgar-whose many ac- 
complishments anù fine social qualities made 
for her many friends during her three years' 
sojourn in Canada-contracted a second 
marriage, with Sir Francis Fortescue Tur- 
ville, K.C.M.G. 
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l\ I R. PARDEE'S grandparents emigrated 
l
 from the State of New York to Upper 
Canada towards the close of the last cen- 
tury, and settled in what is now the county 
of Grenville. His father is Mr. A. B. Pardee, 
who at present resides in that county, and 
he himself was born there on the 11th of 
December, 1830. He received his education 
at the public schools of his native county, 
and afterwaròs at Brockville. He chose 
the law for a profession, and became a stu- 
dent in the office of Mr. (now Sir) William 
Buell Richards. In those days the marvel- 
lous achievements of " the Argonauts of '49 " 
caused the eyes of many enterprising young 
men to be turned in the direction of Cali- 
fornia. Young Paròee caught the prevail- 
ing infection, abandoned his studies, and 
turned his steps in the direction of the set- 
ting sun. After spending two years in 
California, during which he necessarily saw 
a go 011 deal of adventurous life among the 
miners, he proceeded to Australia. There 
he spent about five years, a great part of 
which time was passed in the mining dis- 
tricts. He then returned to his native land, 
and resumed his legal studies in the office of 
Mr. Joshua Adams, of Sarnia. Having com- 
pleted the term of his articles he was admit- 
ted as an attorney and solicitor in Trinity 
Term, 1860. He commenced the practice 
of his profession at Sarnia, and in Hilary 
Term of the following year he was called 
to the Bar. He ha.<; ever since enjoyed a 


fairly successful professional career, and has 
made for himself a position of much local in- 
fluence. He embraced the Reform side in 
politics, and at the first general election un- 
der Confederation came out as the anti-Coali- 
tion candidate for a seat in the Ontario Leg- 
islature for Lambton. His opponent was Mr. 
Robert Rae, ex- \V arden of the county, whom 
he defeated by a very large majority. At 
the next election, in 1871, he was returned 
by acclamation, and during the same year 
he was elected a Bencher of the Law So- 
ciety of Ontario. On the 25th of October, 
1872, he accepted the portfolio of Provincial 
Secretary in the Ontario Cabinet, and upon 
returning to his constituents for reëlection 
he was once more returned by acclamation. 
He continucd to be Provincial Secretary 
until the 4th of December, 1873, when he 
became Commissioner of Crown Lands, 
which position he has ever ,;ince occupied. 
Since the division of the county he has sat 
for \Vest Lambton. At the general election 
of 11';7.'5 he was returned by a majority of 
ahout GOO. At the last general local elec- 
tion his majority was 22S. His duties as a 
member of the Cabinet have been discharged 
with efficiency, and various reforms in the 
management of the Crown Lands Depart- 
ment have been carried out under his aus- 
pices. He married Miss Emma K. Forsyth, 
a daughter of !Ill'. J. K. Forsyth, of the town- 
ship of Sombra, in the county of LamLton. 
He was created a Queen's Counsel in 1
76. 
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TILE HON. SIR \VILLIAl\l YOUKG. 


F OR more than half a century 
ir William 
Young has been a conspicuous figure 
in the political, social and professional life 
of Nova Scotia, and few names among the 
scholars and statesmen of that Province 
have attained to greater celebrity than his. 
He is the son of a distinguished man, who 
like hilll'!elf, in his day, wielded a great 
power in his adopted home, and two of his 
brothers have sustained the laurels of the 
family in a degree almost equal to his own. 
The Hon. John Young, his father, is still 
remembered as the author of the famous 
" Agricola" letters-papers which sixty odd 
years ago exerted a considerable amount of 
influence among the people throughout the 
country. For a year the name of the author 
was kept a profound secret. Lord Dalhousie 
toasted tbe "Bluenose Junius" at a public 
dinner, unmindful of the writer's presence 
at the banquet. The author's name was 
not given to the public until the year 
18ID. Three years afterwards these clever 
papers were published in book form, and 
added much to Mr. Young's reputation a<; a 
writer and thinker. His son, the subject of 
this sketch, was born at .Falkirk, Stirling- 
shire, Scotland, on the 2Dth of July, 1 7!.1 9. 
He was educated at Glasgow University 
with a view to entering the profession of 
the law. In u;14 his father, accompanied 
by his family, emigrated to America, set- 
tled in Nova Scotia, and opened a store. 
Father and son traded together as mcr- 


chants until 1820, when the latter, tired 
of mercantile pursuits, thought he would 
turn to advantage the education he had 
gained in his old home. Accordingly he 
relinquished trade, and began with deter- 
mination and zeal the study of law, in the 
office of Charles Rufus Fairbanks, an emi- 
nent lawyer of the period, and once Solici- 
tor-General of the Province. He studied 
with diligence, and in 182G was admitted 
a banister of Nova Scotia. Nine years 
later he was called to the Bar of Prince 
Edward Island, and in 184:1 was created a 
Queen's Counsel. Upon being enrolled a 
barrister of the Province whose future legal 
status he has done so much to adorn, he en- 
tered into partnership with his brothers, 
George R. and Charles. The former was 
a prominent member of Parliament, and 
the author of several eminently readable 
works, the chief of which is the sketch of 
"Colonial Literature, Science and Educa- 
tion." He was also the founder of the 
Nova Scotian newspaper-a journal after- 
wards conducted by the Hon. Joseph Howe. 
Charles Young, LL.D., became a Judge in 
Prince Edward Island. 
On the 10th of August, U
:10, William 
Young married Annie, eldest daughter of 
the late Hon. Michael Tobin, M.L.C., an,} in 
I this year also he made up his mind to enter 
I the political arena. It was not until 1832, 
however, that he was able to find a seat 
in the House. In that year he was re- 
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turned to Parliament as one of the repre- 
sentatives for the county of Cape Breton. 
He signalized his entrance into the Assembly 
by making a speech of considerable power, 
on a subject just then affecting the dearest 
interests of the people. The Home Govern- 
ment had threatened to collect the quit 
rents, as well as to retain the coal mines of 
the Province, and both of these questions 
were very bitterly and hotly discussed, the 
action of the Imperial authoritie!J coming in 
for severe condemnation. 
Ir. Young spoke 
on the latter topic, and though the temper- 
ate suggestions which he offered were not 
immediately adopted by the House, he had, 
several years afterwards, the pleasure of 
seeing the matter settled on the basis of 
the changes he had advocated. From this 
date his political position was assured, and 
when in 1836 he presented himself for elec- 
tion in the county of Juste au Corps, now 
known as Inverness, he was returned by 
acclamation. During this period he linked 
his fortunes with those of the Hon. Joseph 
Howe and other redoubtable Reformers 
then battling for Responsible Government, 
and until that boon was granted the col- 
ony he fought against its opponents with 
great determination and spirit. He second- 
ed Howe's memorable attack on the Legis- 
lative Council, and condemned that body for 
the secret character of its sessions, and for 
its refusal to allow the public free access to 
its deliberations at all proper times. In the 
following year the Bill limiting the dura- 
tion of Provincial Parliaments to four years 
wa<; the subject of a fierce debate, in which 
almost every member of the House took 
part. Mr. Young, on that occasion, deliv- 
ered one of the ablest speeches ever heard in 
that chamber, anù won a prominent place 
among the public speakers of the day. He 
brought to bear on the discussion a great 
variety of legal and constitutional lore. 
After an animated debate, the four years' 
term was adopted by the Lower House. It 


was promptly rejected by the Council, but 
next year became law. 
In 1837 the fishermen of Nova Scotia 
complained of the infringements practised 
on their treaty rights by citizens of other 
nations, notably those of the United States 
and France. Mr. Young boldly espoused 
the cause of the fishermen, and the result 
was an address from the Assembly to the 
British Government on the subject. Five 
hundred pounds were voted for the purpose 
of arming small vessels to protect the fishing 
interests of the Province. About this time 
a despatch which had been anxiously looked 
for was received by the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor from Lord Glenelg. It was in reply 
to certain representations which had been 
made by the popular branch of the Legisla- 
ture as to the fees exacted by the Chief 
Justice and the Puisné Judges of the Prov- 
ince. His Lordship, while in the main 
non-commital, ventured on the assertion 
that he regarded the commutation of the 
fees on two occasions by the Assembly as 
involving a recognition of their legality. 
He refrained from discussing the subject 
further, nor would he say how far the origi- 
nal establishment of these fees was within 
the actual tenor of the constitution. The 
King refused to allow an immediate and 
uncompensated abolition of the fees. Mr. 
Howe moved his resolution!J respecting the 
constitution of the Council, and in the de- 
bate which ensued Mr. Young in a forcible 
speech pronounced the deliberate opinion 
that.. the exaction of thc fees, though sanc- 
tioned by long usage, was not legaL" This 
sentiment was received with great applause, 
and the views expressed by the speaker had 
considerable effect on future legislation. 
Mr. Young, who was now regarded as a 
stronO' man was sent as a dele o O'ate with 
'" , 
the Hon. Mr. Johnston and others, to confer, 
by invitation, with the Earl of Durham, on 
matter!J affecting the prosperity of the Prov- 
ince. The Governor-General greeted the 
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delegates with much cordiality, and pleasant 
relations were established between them. 
Mr. Young presented a communication com- 
plaining of the way in which the Crown 
Lands were administered, of the regular and 
systematic encroachments of the American 
people on the fisheries, the expense of the 
customs establishment, the large salaries of 
some of the officers of the Government, and 
the composition of the Legislative Council. 
It was at this interview that His Excellency, 
in speaking of the ill-treatment which he 
had received at the hands of the Home au- 
thorities, became so overcome by his feel- 
ings that he had to retire to a distant part 
of the room for a time. 
During the session of 1839 Mr. Young 
was appointed, with Mr. Herbert Hunting- 
ton, a delegate to proceed to England to 
represent to the Imperial Government the 
views and wishes of the House, and of the 
people of N ova Scotia, with reference to cer- 
tain proposed reforms. After considerable 
time had elapsed the delegates returned 
home, having succeeded in obtaining the 
fullowing concessions: Cumberland, Parrs- 
boro', Windsor, Shelburne and Lunenburg 
were declared free ports; the Customs and 
Excise departments were combined, so that 
all dutips might be collected at the Cust.oms, 
and the necessity for double entries, bonds 
and securities might be dispensed with. 
By this latter regulation at least fifteen 
hundred pounds were saved to the Province 
annually. The yearly grant of fifteen hun- 
dred pounds for maintenance of the Post 
Office department was not to be required 
-leaving the Assembly to arrange for such 
extensions as the state of the countrv mil,ht 

 I:) 
from time to time demand. A Bill was sub- 
sequently prepared by the delegates, and 
sanctioned by the Ministry, which guaran- 
teed the privilege to actual settlers of pur- 
chasing Crown lands as low as one shilling 
sterling per acre. 
In 1MO Mr. Young took an actiye part in 


the demonstrations against Sir Colin Camp- 
bell, then Lieutenant - Governor of Nova 
Scotia. The House of Assembly petitioned 
the Imperial Government to remove the 
obnoxious ruler, and to send to 
ova Scotia 
a Governor who would not only represent 
the Crown, but car.ry out its policy with 
firmness and good faith. Public meetings 
were held, and )Iessieurs Young, Howe, 
Forrester and Bell spoke earnestly in sup- 
port of the Assembly's course, and against 
the arbitrary action of Sir Colin Campbell. 
These impassioned orators carried their 
point, and had the satisfaction of witness- 
ing the recall and departure of the Gover- 
nor. His successor, however, was no better, 
and Viscount Falkland, on taking office soon 
found himself face to face with problems 
which he either would not or could not un- 
derstand. Howe proved a most implacable 
enemy, but only one remove more bitter 
than his fiery associate, Mr. Young. The 
contest was carried on for a long time with 
acrimony and warmth. In 184:3 Mr. Howe 
accepted the Collectorship of Colonial Rev- 
enue, and Mr. Young was elected Speaker 
of the Assembly by a majority of two votes 
over Mr. Huntington, his opponent. The 
new House met on the 8th of February, 
1844, when Mr. Young, who had been ele- 
vatet} to a seat in the Executive Council, 
but had resigned on his appointment to the 
Speakership, was reëlected Speaker. This 
gave much satisfaction throughout the 
country, for the great majority of the peo- 
ple sympathized with the Reformers. Mr. 
Young's name spread far and wide, and he 
was regarded as one of the leading cham- 
pions in the tremendous struggle for Re- 
sponsible Government which was then agi- 
tating the whole of British North America. 
He visited Upper Canada while Dpeaker, 
and the Reformers of Toronto and the neigh- 
bouring townships invited him to a public 
dinner, as a mark of the high consideration 
entertained of the able conduct displayed by 
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himself and his colleagues in their contest 
with Lord Falkland for constitutional gov- 
ernment. The banquet took place on the 
2:1rd of September, in the Hall of the Re- 
form Association, and the chair was taken 
by the Hon. Henry John Boulton. The 
Hon. Robert Baldwin acted as croupier. 
The demonstration was in all respects a 
very brilliant one. 
In 1H47 Sir John Harvey, who succeeded 
Falkland, proposed a coalition of forces, as a 
way out of the difficulty. Speaker Young 
opposed this vigorously, and he and his 
friends addressed a letter to the Governor 
declining to accede to the proposal in any 
form. A new election was determined upon, 
and in the fall of the year it took place. 
The contest was very keen, but the Reform- 
ers were successful. The new House met on 
Saturday, 22nd January, 1848. The former 
Speaker was reëlected, after a ballot of 28 
to 22, and the Howe- U niacke Ministry came 
into power. 
In the session of 18.')0 a commission, con- 
sisting of Mr. Young, Jonathan McCulley, 
J. W. Ritchie and Joseph Whidden, was ap- 
pointed to consolidate and simplify the laws 
of the Province. Mr. James Thomson lent 
valuable aid to the scheme, which is said to 
have been the first attempt of the kind ever 
made in a British colony. The work was 
thoroughly and satisfactorily done, and the 
commissioners received high praise at the 
conclusion of their labours. 
On the appointment of .Mr. Howe, in 18.H, 
to the Chairmanship of the Railway Board, 
and his consequent retirement from the 
office of Provincial Secretary, a reconstruc- 
tion of the Cabinet was necessary. The 
Hon. Mr. Young, late Speaker, was en- 
trusted by the Lieutenant-Governor with 
the task of forming a Government. He 
accepted the duty, and the office of Attor- 
ney-General, after which he issued a pro- 
clamation to his constituents at Inverness, 
in which he presented an able exposition of 


the principles by which the new Administra- 
tion proposed to be guided. All the mem- 
bers of the Ministry, on seeking reëlection, 
were returned by good majorities, except 
the Premier, who was elected by a show of 
hands. 
A very graceful act was performed by 
Attorney-General Young in 1856, when he 
moved in the House that His Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governor should be requested to 
expend one hundred and fifty guineas in 
the purchase of a sword, to be presented 
to General Sir Fenwick Williams, hero of 
Kars, as a mark of the high esteem in which 
his character as a man and a soldier, and 
more especially his heroic courage and con- 
stancy in the defence of Kars, were held by 
the Legislature of his native Province. It 
is scarcely necessary to say that this motion 
was received with the greatest enthusiasm 
by the entire populace, in and out of Par- 
liament. 
In 18.'57 the Mining Lease Act came up for 
settlement. Mr. Young, as we have already 
said, had expressed very decided but tem- 
perate views on this question many yearB 
before. His opinion was that any lease 
which gave a legal title must emanate from 
the Assembly of Nova Scotia. This was 
subsequently cOIToborated by the Crown 
Law officers of England. In this year 
the Liberal Government experienced defeat, 
owing to a rash and violent letter which 
Mr. Howe had written during the recess 
against the Roman Catholic religion. On 
the meeting of Parliament Mr. Johnston 
proposed a motion of want of confidence, 
which resulted in the overthrow of the 
Government by a majority of Beven votes. 

lr. Johnston was entrusted with the for- 
mation of a new Ministry. Dr. Tupper (now 
Sir Charles) became Provincial Secretary. 
In 1859 general elections were held through- 
out the country, after which the Liberal 
Party, headed by Mr. Young, their leader, 
petitioned the Lieutenant-Governor, and 
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asked for an early session, stating that they 
had a majority of members. Dr. Tupper re- 
turned to them the Lieutenant-Governor's 
reply, that he could not accept advice on 
the subject of the memorial from any other 
than his constitutional advisers, without dis- 
regarding the royal instructions, and com- 
promising the position of strict impartiality 
between political parties. The House met 
in January. 1860, and in the election for 
Speaker the Opposition carried their candi- 
date by a majority of three votes. The 
Government contended that five or six mem- 
bers were disqualified from sitting, as they 
held offices of emolument under the Crown 
at the time of their election. A good deal 
of discussion followed, the Government ad- 
vised dissolution, the Governor refused, and 
the Liberals came into power again, the new 
Cabinet comprising Mr. Young as Premier 
and President of the Council, Mr. Howe as 
Provincial Secretary, and Mr. ArchibalJ as 
Attorney-General. 
On the death of Chief Justice Sir Bren- 
ton Haliburton, }[r. Young was appointed 
to that position-an office which he con- 
tinues to hold. His appointment is dated 
August, 1860, and shortly afterwards he 
wa" created Judge of the Vice-Admiralty. 
In 18GK he was knighted by Her Majesty 
for distinguished services to his country. 
During his long incumbency of the Bench, 
Sir William Young has tried very lllany im- 
portant cases, and his judgments, as a rule, 
have been regarded as exceedingly able, 
argumentative and clear. He is a many- 
sided man, and apart from the performance 
of his arduous and exacting duties as an 
administrator of the law, he has found time 


to cultivate, in his leisure, the arts, letters 
and sciences. He has always taken great 
interest in literature, and the numerous 
addresses which he has from time to time 
delivered before literary societies and col- 
leges are rich in graceful allusion, and ex- 
ceedingly elegant and scholarly. Indeed 
there are few public men in Canada who can 
equal him in such felicitous performances. 
In July, 1873, he was present at the dinner 
given to Lord Dufferin, in Halifax, and his 
remarks in proposing the toast of the even- 
ing were characterized by great beauty of 
style and diction. His interest in the col- 
leges and educational establishments, the 
charities and public institutions of the coun- 
try, has never waned, and he has always 
found time to devote a large amount of per- 
sonal attention to them. An active mem- 
ber of the Board of Governors of Dalhousie 
College for several years, Sir William, while 
Chairman of that Body, in April, 187
, was 
presented with an oil painting of himself by 
the Senate of the College. On the lOth of 
August, 1880, the venerable Chief Justice 
celebrated his golden wedding. The occa- 
sion was marked by a characteristic deed 
of benevolence, several charitable organiza- 
tions in which Sir William took an active 
interest being made the recipients of gifts 
of money. The octogenarian is hale and 
hearty, walks with a quick step, and though 
,mperannuation has been hinted at now and 
then, he declares that he will "die in har- 
ness." He could have had the Lieutenant- 
Governorship of his Province, but he pre- 
ferred his own position to that of any other 
within the gift of the Crown. He has en- 
joyed almost half a century of public life. 
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J UDGE MORRISON is the eldest son of 
the late Mr. Hugh ;\Iorrison, a native 
of Sutherlandshire, Scotland, and was born 
in the north of Ireland-where his par- 
ents were then sojourning-on the 20th of 
August, 1816. His early days were spent in 
Ireland, and his preliminary education was 
received at the Royal Belfast Institution. 
He removed to Upper Canada during his boy- 
hood, and settled at Little York, where he 
completed his education at Upper Canada 
College. After leaving that institution he 
entered upon the study of the law in the 
office of the late 
Ir. Simon Wa...h burn, Clerk 
of the Peace, where he was a fellow-student 
of 11r. William Hume Blake, who subse- 
quently became Chancellor of Upper Canada, 
and whose life has already been outlined in 
this work. Mr. Morrison and Mr. Blake, 
during their student days, formed a friend- 
ship which enrlured until Mr. Blake's death 
in IS70; and when the subject of this 
sketch was called to the Bar of Upper Can- 
ada in Easter Term, 1839, the two entered 
into a partnership which lasted until Mr. 
Blake's elevation to the Bench as Chancellor 
on the 30th of September, UHf). The style of 
the firm was for some time Blake & 110rrison, 
but afterwards, when Dr. Skeffington Con- 
nor entered the firm, the style became Blake, 
Morrison & Connor. Upon Mr. Blake's ele- 
vation to the Bench the late Mr. Alexander 
McDonald entered the firm, the style of 
which thenceforth became Morrison, Connor 
& McDonald. 


In the month of May, 1843, Mr. Morrison 
became Deputy Clerk of the Executive 
Council of Canada, for the purpose of acting 
as Clerk of the Court of Error and Appeal. 
In December, 1847, he resigned this position 
in order to enter political life, and at the 
general election held in the beginning of 
the following year he was returned to the 
Assembly as a member of the Third Parlia- 
ment under the Union for the West Riding 
of the county of York. In politics he was 
what wa... known in those days as a Bald- 
win Reformer, and he was returned as a 
supporter of the policy inaugurated by the 
second Baldwin-Lafontaine Administration, 
which came into power in the month of 
March following. He sat in the Assembly 
for W est York until the close of the Third 
Parliament in November, 1851, and at the 
general election held in the following year 
he was returned for the town of Niagara as 
a supporter of the Hincks-Morin Adminis- 
tration. On the 22nd of June, 1853, he 
accepted office in that Administration as 
Solicitor-General for Upper Canada. His 
acceptance of office was fully approved by 
his constituents upon his presenting himself 
before them for reëlection in the month 
of July following. He was created a Queen's 
Counsel during the same year. Three years 
previously (in 1850) he had been elected a 
Bencher of the Law Society. 
He continued to act as Solicitor-General 
for Upper Canada until the lOth of Septem- 
ber, 1854, having been reëlected to the Fifth 
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Parliament by his constituents in Niagara 
during the preceding month of August. 
On the 19th of April, lS.jG, he became a 
member of the Executive Council, and on 
the 24th of .1Iay following he became 
Receiver-General in the Taché-Macdonald 
Administration, and a )lember of the Board 
of Railway Commissioners. His constitu- 
ents again testified thcir approval of his 
acceptance of office, and of his Parliamentary 
career generally, by reëlecting him upon his 
presenting himself before them in the follow- 
ing August. He remained in the Ministry 
after Mr. Taché's retirement (in the 
Iac- 
donald-Cartier Administration) and held 
office as Receiver-General until the expira- 
tiun of the Fifth Parliament. At the gen- 
eral elcction of 1857 he \vas an unsuc- 
cessful candidate for the representation of 
South Ontario, in the Assembly, and in 
1H.'):,) was again defcated in "Korth Oxford, 
his successful opponent in the latter con- 
stituency being Mr. (now the Hon.) William 
McDougall. Mr. Morrison was thus left 
without a /Seat in the A'òsembly. 
In lS:iG he wa"! appointed a member of 
the Commission for the Consolidation of 
the Public General Statutes of Upper Can- 
ada. In January, 1t$.')!), he wa" appointed 
Registrar of the city of Toronto, and re- 
tained that office until February of the year 
following, when he accepted a portfolio as 
Sulicitor-General in the Cartier-.M:acdonald 
Governmcnt whicli was then in being. He 
remained Solicitor-General until the 1t1th 
of March, 1Hfi2, when he was appointed a 
Puisné Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas. On the 24th of August in the follow- 
ing year he was promoted to the Court of 
Queen's Bench, where he remaincd until the 
30th of )J"ovember, It$77, when he wa.. trans- 
fen'ed to the Court of Appeal. He is now 
the Senior Puisné Judge of all the Cuurts 
in the Province of Ontario. 
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While at the Bar he attained high distinc- 
tion, and was connected with many impor- 
tant cases, both civil amI criminal. Among 
the most important criminal cases conducted 
by him were the prosecution of I\IcDermott 
and Grace Marks, in 1853, for the murder 
uf 1\11'. Kinnear;. and the prosecution of 
James Brown, in 1HôO, for the murder of 
1\11'. John Sheridan Hogan, M.P., at the Don 
Bridge, Toronto. As a member of Parlia- 
ment and Minister of the Crown he was 
identified with the advocacy of the secu- 
larization of the Clergy Reserves and the 
abolition of the Scignorial Tenure. He has 
always taken a warm interest in all educa. 
tional questions. He was for twenty-eight 
years a member of the Council of Public 
Instruction for Upper Canada; amI for a 
quarter of a century he was a member of 
the Senate of the University of Toronto, 
during fourteen of which he was Chancellor 
of the University. 
Sínce his elevation to the Bench he has 
presided over many criminal trials of pub- 
lic interest, among which may be men- 
tioned the trial of James Greenwood for 
murder; the trial of Dr. Davis and his wife 
for procuring abortion: and the trial of 
the Fenian prisoners taken at Fort Erie in 
I8(jG. Twenty-two of the latter were sen- 
tenced to death, but their sentences were 
afterwanis commuted to imprisonment for 
life in the Provincial Penitentiary. He 
is a learne.l, industrious, and painstaking 
Judge, and his decisions are held in high 
respect. 
In July, 1845, Mr. Morrison married 
[iss 
Elizabeth Bloor, daughter of the late Mr. 
Joseph Bloor, of Yorkville, whose name is 
perpetuatell in the name of the street-for- 
merly known as St. Panl's Road-which 
separates Y orb-ille from Toronto. 


. .\n account of this Cana,lian callðe âlèbre will be found 
in 
lrs. l\loouie's "Life in the ClearingB, lC,'ðUS the Bush. .. 
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T HE RIGHT HO
. TH01IAS DOUG- 
LAS, fifth Earl of Selkirk, was one of 
the most public-spirited and enlightened 
men who figure in Canadian annals. His 
views on colonization and kindred subjects 
were both original and philanthropic, and 
he gave up some of the most important 
years of his life to carrying them into prac- 
tical effect. His publishe,l works display 
nati\'e powers of mind of a high order, care- 
fully disciplined by training and thought. 
He encouutered a great deal of that opposi- 
tion which inevitably falls to the lot of men 
whose opinions are in advance of their times. 
He died comparatively early-he was only 
in his forty-ninth year at the time of his 
death-hut he lived long enough to see the 
success of some of his cherished schemes, 
and to find many of his cherished opinions 
accepted by per"sons who had once opposed 
them. He was broad and unselfish in his 
views, and the world is the better for his 
having lived in it. 
He wac;; the seventh and youngest son of 
Dunbar, fourth Earl of Selkirk, and was 
born at the family seat, St. Mary's Isle, 
Kirkcudbrightshire, Scotland, on the 5th of I 
June, 1771. His family have been noted 
in Scottish history from the earliest times. 
The peerage was created in 1646, and the 
holder of it, in addition to being Earl of I 
Selkirk, is Baron Daer and Shortcleugh, 
all in the peerage of Scotland. The subject 
of this sketch developed remarkable capa- 


city, even as a little boy, and he received an 
education of unusual thoroughness. He had 
several private tutors, and attended for a 
time at one of the national Universities. 
He was a great reader of books of voyages 
and travels, more especially those relating 
to America, and was interested in the sub- 
ject of colonization before he had reached 
manhood. He succeeded to the title upon 
the death of his father, in Ii!)!), his six elder 
brotherlô having all died after rcaching man- 
hood, and during the lifetime of their father. 
On the 24th of November, IH07, he 
married Miss Jean Colvie, only surviving 
daughter of Mr. James Wedderburn Colvie, 
of Ochiltree, a gentleman of great wealth, 
and a prominent rnemller of the corporation 
of the Hudson's Bay Company. His lord- 
ship, who was a Representative Peer of 
Scotland, and Lord Lieutenant of the Stew- 
11,1' try of KirkcudLright, had already become 
known as an enthusiast on the subject of 
emigration. He had given currency to his 
opinions through the medium of newspapers, 
and had also published several books amI 
pamphlets. So early as 1805 he had pub- 
lished a work entitled "OLsen ations on 
the Present State of the Highlands of Scot- 
land, with a view of the Causes and Prob- 
ahle Consequences of Emigration." It had 
recei ved the commendation of such di \"erse 
authorities as BI(tcku'lIud's JIl/!Ju:;ine, John 
Ramsay McCulloch, the eminent political 
economist, and Francis Horner, in the Edin- 
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lJlu"gh Reule'w. Another work on" National 
Defence," published by him in 1808- 
being an expansion of the views enunci- 
ated by him in a speech made during the 
preceding year in the House of Lords-was 
also highly commended by the critics, and 
was deemed of /Sufficient value to be re- 
printed so lately as 1860. Several smaller 
works on Parliamentary Reform, the Scot- 
tish Peerage, and the Philosophy of Mal- 
thus, 1.ore testimuny alike to his ill<lustry 
alld his vigour of mind. He was in every 
respect a rigidly conscientious and high- 
minded man, whose philanthropy was not 
confined to theorizing. He was very bene- 
ficent and charitable to the poor, and was 
most considerate and generous in his deal- 
ings with his own tenantry. His views, as 
has been intimated, were in ad vance of the 
times, and they found lllany vigorous op- 
ponents, but it was admitted on all hands 
that his Lordship was an original thinker, 
and a sincere well-wisher of his race. 
The principal scheme of his life, and the 
one in which we in Canada are most directly 
interestell, was his colonization of the Red 
River country. That country, of which the 
Province of Manitoba now forms an im- 
portant part, was included in the teITitory 
originally granted by Royal Charter, in the 
year IG70, to "the Company of Merchant 
Adventurers trading to Hudson's Bay." 
This great corporation has long been known 
by its shorter title uf the Hudson's Bay 
Company. For many years subsequent to 
the date of its charter, however, the oper- 
ations of the Company did not extend into 
the interior of the district comprised in the 
grant, but were for the most part confined 
to the shore and neighbourhoo(l of Hudson's 
Bay. In course of time, however, it was 
found necessary, with a view to preventing 
intrusion upon their domain, to penetrate 
into the far west.ern wiMernesH, whither 
the French Canadian conreU1'S de bOl:; had 
already found their way in quest of furs. 


The first white lllan whose foot is known 
to 'have traversed those remote regions sub- 
sequently known as the Red River Settle- 
ment, was 1\1. Varennes de III, Verandrye, a 
seigneur of Nouvelle France, and an ances- 
tor of the present Archbishop of St. Boni- 
face. This gentleman, who was born at the 
olll town of Three Rivers, at the mouth of 
the St. Maurice, was one of the most daunt- 
less of western explorers. He made two 
important voyages, which were the means 
uf making known to mankind the vast 
prairies and wastes of the N orth- \Vest. At 
the confluence of the Red and Assiniboine 
Rivers he founded a furt, which he called 
Fort Ruuge. It stood on the /Southern shore 
of the Assiniboine, opposite the site of Fort 
Garry. From this time forward French 
fur-traders regularly resorted to Fort-Rouge, 
and other posts were established on the 
route leading thence to Fort William on 
Lake Superior. For some time after the 
Conquest of 171i3 the fur-trade in these 
regions seems to have been almost aban- 
doned. It was gradually resumed, however, 
chiefly by private traders, many of whom 
were Scutchmen resident in Montreal. The 
traffic W8.'5 prosecuted under many disad- 
vantages, for agents sometimes proved faith- 
less, and there were large incidental losses. 
It \\"8.'5 nevertheless attended on the whole 
with much pecuniary success. The Hud- 
son's Bay Company found that in order to 
protect their own interests it would be neces- 
sary for them to engage in the traffic them- 
selves. They accordingly constructed forts 
at various important points, and their wealth 
enabled them to carryon the undertaking 
on a scale, and after a fashion which mere 
private traders could not hope to oppose 
with any prospect of success. This led the 
latter to coöperate for their mutual benefit. 
In 17
:3 a number of these private traders 
formed themselveH into an organization un- 
rler the name of the North-\Vest Company 
uf l\lontreal. They had ample capital, and 
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their directors were men of great energy 
and force of character. They were fully 
resolved to have their share of the profits 
arising from the traffic in furs. They also 
constructed forts here and there wherever 
they deemed advisahle, and their operations 
extended all the way from Lake Superior 
to the Pacific Coast. Some idea of the ex- 
tent of their operations may be formed from 
the fact that they had a<; many as fj\Te thou- 
sand persons in their employ at the same 
time. They denied or ignored the prior 
rights of the Hudson's Bay Company, whom 
they reganled as opulent amI intolerant 
rivals. The hostility between these two 
companies was most inten<.;e. The operation<; 
of the one constantly conflicted with those 
of the other, and whenever their emissaries 
met it was the old story of Montague and 
Capulet over again. 
While matters were in this unsatisfactory 
state, Lord Selkirk, who, like his father-in- 
law, was a large shareholder in the Hud<;on's 
Bay Company, wa,> elected as its Governor. 
He had long cheri;;hed the scheme of found- 
ing a colony either in one of the remote 
regions of the West or in one of the islands 
of the Pacific. His heart had often blcd 
for the condition of many of the poor High- 
landers in the north, and he had longed to 
emancipate them from their hapless lot. 
He had also, as a prominent stockholder in 
the Hud,>on's Bay Company, chafed under 
the opposition of the rival concern. He 
now saw his way to carrying out one of his 
long-cherishe,l colonization projects, and at 
the same time to upholding the legitimate 
supremacy of the great..corporation in which 
he had so large a pecuniary interest. The 
possession of a fort at the confluence of the 
Red and Assiniboine Rivers would afford a 
strong base of operation<;, anù its mainten- 
ance would give the Company practical con- 
trol over the surrounding l1istricts. A col- 
ony planted there would be dependent on 
the Company for their supplies, and would 


also be glad to (1Ï!'pose of their own supplies, 
whereby it. double profit would accrue to 
the Company. The money paid to the col- 
onists would moreover be thus retained in 
I the country, instead of being carried out of 
it. It must not be forgotten, too, that Lord 
Selkirk was a man of great natural piety. 
He wa<; sincerely desirous of promoting the 
evangelization of mankind, and believed that 
a colony planted on Red River would ulti- 
mately be the means of re<;cuing the native 
barbarians of the N orth- \Vest from the 
state of savagery in which they lived. It 
would also relieve, to some extent, the re- 
dundant population of the Old World. He 
accordingly resolved to take a number of 
poor Highland families from Sutherland- 
shire, and establi;;h them on the Reù River, 
at or near the important point where Fort 
Rouge had been constructed eighty years 
before hy the Sieur Varennes de Verandrye. 
In furtherance of this scheme he, in the 
year IHll, obtained from the Company a 
grant of sixteen thousanl1 square miles, in- 
cluding more than ten millions of acres of 
land contiguous to Red River. He therehy 
obtained full proprietary rights over this 
wide expanse of territory, subject only to 
the burden of extinguishing the Indian 
title. 
Having secured his grant, he at once set 
about turning it to account. At this time 
the enforced removal of many of the Duchess 
of Sutherland's poorer tenants from her 
estates in Sutherlandshire was imminent. 
To these persons Lord Selkirk offered a home 
in the wilds of Rupert's Land, an,l by a 
shipload of them his offer was thankfully 
accepted. They were nearly all from the 
parish of Kildonan, the name of which is 
perpetuated on this continent by the name 
of the little pari;;h in the Red Ri\Oer country 
wherein many of them fuumf a refuge. A 
vessel having been provided for them, they 
set sail from their native land, and reached 
York Factory, at the mouth of Hayes River, 
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on the western shore of Hudson's Bay, in the 
autumn of the year (Hill). York Factory 
was then the headquarters of the Hudson's 
Bay Company in America. They spent the 
winter at Fort Churchill, more than a hun- 
dred miles to the north of the point of rlis- 
embarkation. With the advent of spring 
they resumed their interrupted journey to 
the centre of the North American continent. 
They a..,cenrlerl the Norfolk River, crossed 
Lake Winnipeg, and a,>cended the chocolate- 
coloured stream known as the Red River of 
the North, until they reached the point 
where the Assiniboine pours its waters into 
it. The old fort erected by Verandrye must 
have been either dismantled or totally de- 
molished, as we find no reference to it after 
the arri\'al of the emigrants. Scarcely had 
they reached their destination when their 
troubles began. The North-West Com- 
pany's emissaries, having heard of Lord Sel- 
kirk's project, had busied themselves in set- 
ting up the Indian,> of the district to oppose 
the settlement of the emigrants. They also 
made it their business to oppose the settle- 
ment on their own account. If an agricul- 
tural community were permitted to obtain 
a footing there, it was evident enough that 
the fur trade would be seriously interfered 
with. A large mixcd force, consisting of 
Indians and representatives of the North- 
West Company in the disguise of Indians, 
presented themselves before the sons of the 
Gaël (who were about a hundred in number, 
inclu,>ive of women and children), and for- 
bade them to remain, on peril of their lives. 
The latter were unable to make any efficient 
re<;istance to these (lemands, for they had to 
consider their wives ancllittle ones, and the 
number of Indians ready to take the field 
again..,t them seemed to be limitless. They 
were accor(lingly cumpelled to seek refuge 
at the Hudson's Bay Company's fort at Pem- 
bina, at what is now the frontier line be- 
tween Uanitoba and the United States. 
There they spent, in great discomfort, the 
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winter of lRI2-1S. In the following spring 
they were permitted to return to the spot 
whence they had been driven. They built 
log huts, and made some little progress in 
the way of cultivating the ground, when 
they were again attacked by a force of com- 
bined Indians and whites, acting under 
specific instruction,> from the N orth- West 
Company, the directors whereof had formal- 
ly resolved upon the destruction of the col- 
ony. The hut" of the colonists were burned 
to the ground, their crops were destroyed, 
and several of their number were slain. 
They again sought a temporary refuge at 
Pembina, but were soon afterwards rein- 
forced by the arrival of a number of addi- 
tional emigrants from Scotland. The entire 
colony now set to work to rebuild their habi- 
tations, together with additional ones for 
the new arrivals. A fort wa,> also built 
for their protection at a spot on the Red 
River about a mile north of the confluence 
of the two rivers. It was called Fort Doug- 
las, in honour of the family name of the 
founder of the colony, and it stoofl on the 
site now known as Point Douglas. The op- 
position to which the unfortunate colonists 
were subjecte(l made them lose heart, and in 
lR1.'J a number of them left for Canada. 
For a time it seemed that there would be a 
complete break-up of the colony. Several 
additional reinforcements arrived, however, 
from the Highlands of Scotland, and toward" 
the close of 181.; the settlers numbered 
about 200. But the feud bet.ween the two 
companies waxed hotter and hotter. In the 
spring of IRJ Iì Mr. Robert Semple arrived 
in the colony. A few months previously he 
had been appointed by the Hudson's Bay 
Company to the position of Gm-ernor of 
their fort"! and territories in Rupert's Land, 
and the object of his mission to Red Ri\'er 
wa"! to Mcertain the exact po
ition of the 
colony there, with a view to providing, if ne- 
Ces."al'Y, ad(litionalmeans of defence again<;t 
the encroachments of the N orth- West COIll- 
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pany awl their scarcely more savage allies. 
During an ignominious skirmi!>h which oc- 
curred on the 10th of June, lR 16, between 
a party of emissarie'l of the N orth- West 
Company awl a few of the colonists, Gover- 
nor Semple, who had placed himself at the 
head of the latter, was slain, together with 
a numher of hi" partisans. This tragedy 
occurred at a spot called Seven Oaks, a short 
distance to the rear of the present abode of 
Mr. Colin Inkster, Sheriff of Manitoba, and 
about three miles from Fort Garry. 
This tragical event for a time threatened 
to effect the purpose which the N orth- West 
Company had so much at heart-the break- 
ing up of the colony. At the time when 
it occurred, however, Lord Selkirk himself 
was on his way thither, anxious to set' the 
success of his experiment at colonization. 
Upon reaching 
 ew York towards the close 
of 1815, he for the first time heard of the 
partial hreak-up of the colony. He had, 
however, two other colonies on his hands, 
both of which .ilemandeJ his immediate at- 
tention at this juncture. One of these was 
on Lake St. Clair; the other was at the 
mouth of the Grawl River, in Upper Can- 
ada. He visited both these colonies in turn, 
and made certain arrangements for the com- 
fmot of the settlers. Having concluded these 
arrangements he was about to proceed to Red 
Ri ver when he was prostrated by sickness, 
on the very eve of his intended departure, 
and was compelled to send a representative. 
The person chosen to represent His Lordship 
was a French-Canadian by name Lagimo- 
nière, who was interrupted on his journey 
by persons act.ing on behalf of the )l orth- 
West Company, and was not permitted to 
continue it. Lord Selkirk had by this 
time sufficiently recovered to be able to 
undertake the expedition in per>ion, anù 
having received no tidings of Lagimonière, 
he concluded that he haù been waylaid and 
probably murdered by the agents of the 
rival company. He accordingly resolved to 


make his own way to Red River, and to 
provide against a similar contingency to him- 
self by taking a sufficient force to protect 
him from maltreatment. He proceeded to 
Montreal, and applied to the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Forces for a body-guard of 
sufficient strength to enable him to make 
the jo\!rney in safety. In consequence of 
the war with the United States having 
been brought to a close, there were at that 
time several disbanded regiments in Canada. 
He engaged, at his own expense, about 
eighty men and four officers of one of the!>e 
regiments, known as the De )Ieuron Regi- 
ment, together with a few voluntaries from 
two other corps. He also caused himself to 
be appointed a Ju!>tice of the Peace, in order 
that he might invest his subsequent pro- 
ceedings with an aspect of legality. Plac- 
ing himself at the head of his forces, he 
proceeded westward by way of Lake Huron. 
Upon reaching Sault Ste. Marie, he heard for 
the first time of the skirmi<;h at Seven Oaks, 
and of its tragical consequences. He has- 
tened on with his troops, by way of Lake 
Superior, and in due course reached Fort 
William, at the mouth of the Kaministiquia 
River, where one of the principal stations 
of the N orth- West Company was situated. 
He encamped on the opposite side of the 
ri vel', and issued his warrant as a Justice of 
the Peace for the arrest of Mr. McGillivray, 
the chief agent of the rival company at the 
post. The latter submitted to arrest, and it. 
then appcareù that several other partners in 
the great Montreal Company were on the 
premises. 
 otwithstanding the presence 
of about two hundred French-f'anadians 
and a number of Indian" attached to the 
Company's service, Lord Selkirk promptly 
arrested all the partners, and despatched 
them under a sufficient guard to York, to 
stand their trial for the murder of Governor 
Semple, and for arson, robbery, and other 
misrlemeanours committed at Red River. 
He himself, with the greater part of his 
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troops, pushed on to his destination, taking 
possession of all the posts belonging to the 
N orth- W cst Company on the route. Having 
reached Red River, he succeeded in impart- 
ing some measure of his own determination 
to the colonists. He felt himself responsi- 
ble for their presence there. He suppJied 
them with seed-grain and agricultural im- 
plements at his own expense. 
 otwith- 
standing his benevolence, the settlers suf- 
fered terrible privations. When their crops 
were nearly fit for harvesting the grasshop- 
pers made their appearance, and left the 
ground bare. Lord Selkirk imported fresh 
supplies, and personally attended to many 
details to insure the success of the colony. 
He also succeeded in extinguishing the In- 
dian title to so much of the lands as was re- 
II uired for purposes of colonization. This 
was effected by an instrument dated the 
18th of July, IX17, made between himself 
and the chiefs and warriors of the Salteaux, 
or Chippewa, and Cree nations. He also set 
apart lands for the erection of a church and 
a school-house. The hostility between the 
two great companies was finally put an 
eUlI to by their amalgamation in 1821. His 
Lordship, however, did not live to see this 
consummation, but he lived to see his pro- 
ject an accomplished fact. He did not leave 
Red River until he saw his colonists in what, 
for them, must have been regarded as com- 
fortable circum<;tances. Then he took his 
departure for his native land, his consti- 
tution seriously impaired by the exposure 
amI hardships to which he had been sub- 
jected, and from the effects of which he 
never recovered. 

leanwhile, the trials of the prisoners at 
York had been delayed term after term. 
Lord Selkirk believed' that the influence 
of the N orth- \Yest Company was too strong 
in Canada to enable him to obtain justice. 
It is certain that the Company's influence 
was very strong, and that the prisoners, 
when their trials finally came on in Octo- 


ber, 1818, were aClluitted for want of evi- 
dence. The Earl, however, does not seem 
to have tried very hard to secure their con- 
viction. He did not wait for the trials, but 
went home to Great Britain during the pre- 
vious year. He published several volumes 
giving a full account of the Red River set- 
tlement, and of his proceedings in relation 
thereto. Accompanied by Lady Selkirk, 
he sought repose and a renewal of health 
in the south of France. His vitality, how- 
ever, was tou much impaired, and he died at 
Pau on the 8th of April, 1820. 
His name is held in high respect in the 
colony on Red River, and one of its electoral 
constituencies is named in his hunour. The 
town of Selkirk, also, several miles below 
Lower Fort Garry, commemorates his name 
and sef\
ices to the dii'trict. Several ver- 
dicts for false imprisonment Were obtained 
against him at York after his departure 
from Canada, the amounts whereof his ex- 
ecutors were called upon to pay. One of 
these verdicts was in favour of William 
Smith, Under-Sheriff of the Western Dis- 
trict, amI was for f.500. Another was for 
the formiclable sum of .fl,.iOO, and was re- 
covered by Daniel McKcnzie, a former part- 
ner in the North-West Company. 
In IH:
G the Hudson's Bay Company, in 
order to put an end to various complications 
with respect to the land-tenure in the Red 
River settlement, re-purchased fmm Lord 
Selkirk's heirs the entire tract which had 
been granted to him in IHli. The pecu- 
niary consideratiun for the re-purchase was 
about eighty-four thousand pounds sterling. 
His eldest son. Dunbar James Douglas, 
Lorn in 180D, succeeded him as sixth Earl, 
and still survi\'cs. The wife of the subject 
of this sketch, and the mother of the present 
representative, survived until the 10th of 
June, 1871. A daughter of the fifth Earl is 
abo living at the present time. She is Lady 
Isabella Helen Hope, wife of the Hon. Charles 
Hope, a son of the fourth Earl of Hopetoun. 
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' I R. HUNTI
GTO
'S abilities would I Bay, and thenceforward figured more or 
1\ have made him a marked man in any less conspicuously in the colonial annals. 
legi
lative body in which he might have Towards the close of the last century his 
found a place; but certain circumstan.ces paternal grandfather removed from X ew 
have combined to render him one of the England to Canada, amI settled on the banks 
Lest known personages in Canadian public of the Coaticook River, in the county of 
life. His abilities are disputed by none. Comptun, in the Province of Quebec, where 
As to his personal character and attributes his son, Mr. Seth Huntington, the father 
there is greater Iii vergence of opinion. In of the subject of this sketch, also resided 
the ranks of the Reform Party he holils a I until his death, which took place in 1
75. 
very conspicuous place-a place second to I Mr. Seth Huntington's wife, whose maiden 
that of not more than two or three men in name was Horry, was also of a X ew Eng- 
the Dominion, and the esteem in which he land family, which removed to Canada after. 
is held by Reformers generally is quite com- I the close of the Revolutionary War, and 
mensurate with his political standing. This settled in the county of Stanstead. Lucius 
estimate, however, is not universally acqui- Seth Huntington was born at Compton, 
esced in by his political opponents, by many on the 2üth of 
Iay, 1827. He receivel1 
of whom he is regarded with a very mol1er- his education at the common school,;, and 
ate flegree of respect, and to whom his per- afterwards studied law at Sherbrooke, sup- 
sonality is not more acceptable than his porting himself meanwhile by teaching in a 
politics. It would perhaps not be going too township High School. In 18.')3 he was 
far to say that by many of the latter he is called to the Bar of Luwer Canada, and 
intensely disliker1, and that by a few of three years later embarked in journalism as 
them he i<; contemplated with a hatred that proprietor of the Waterloo Aai'eI'tisel'. This 
is unforgiving. It is neither our purpose paper he conducted for some time with char- 
nor our desire to pronounce judgment on acteristic vigour, and the" slashing" tone of 
the merits of such conflicting opinions. All its editorial articles involved him in variuus 
that we propo
e to ourselves is to briefly local disputes which mal1e his name widely 
and impartially tell the story of his life, known throughout the Eastern Townships. 
leaving it to others to interpret the nan'a- In political opinions he wa,> an advanced 
tive according to their own lights. Liberal, and in 1Sfîü he came forward as 
He comes of Puritan stock. In 163:3 his a candidate for a seat in the Canadian As- 
paternal ancestors emigrated from .Norwich, sembly for the county of Shefford. The 
England, to the colony of Ma.ssachusetts I contest resulted in a "tie," and there was 
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consequently no return, as the then-existing 
Parliament expired before the election com- 
mittee appointed to investigate the affair 
had presented its report. At the general 
election of 1861 he again presented himself 
to the same constituency, and secured a re- 
turn. He has ever since represented Shef- 
ford in Parliament; prior to Confederation 
in the Assembly, and since that event in 
the House of Commons of the Dominion. 
From the outset of his Parliamentary 
career he developed remarkable aptitude 
for Parliamentary life, more especially as a 
speaker. He had a never-failing command 
of vigorous language, and made himself con- 
spicuous for his scathing criticism of meas- 
ures whereof he disapproved. His energy 
and good judgment also made him useful as 
a member of committees. Upon the recon- 
struction of the late John Sandneld Mac- 
donald's Administration in May, 18G:3, he 
became an Executive Councillor, and ac- 
cepted the Solicitor- Generalship for the 
Lower Province. He retained office until 
the resignation of the Government in March, 
1864, when the Taché-Macdonald Govern- 
ment succeeded to power. 
It has been said that Mr. Huntington's 
political views were of an II advanced" char- 
acter; to which it may be added that on 
some subjects they were altogether "in 
advance" of most of his colleagues. He 
was an avowed advocate of Canadian inde- 
pendence, and both in his speeches and his 
writings urged his views upon the public 
with frequency, as well as with considerable 
power of oratory. In these views he found 
few sympathizers among the members of 
Parliament, and some of his opponents were 
wont to taunt him with being an annexa- 
tionist in disguise. His almost isolated posi- 
tion in this respect interfered, to some ex- 
tent, with his usefulness to his Party, but 
he never made any attempt to conceal or 
dissemble his views, and had the full cour- 
age of his opinions. After the accomplish- 
IV-9 


ment of Confederation he yielded his alle- 
giance to the new order of things. He 
arrayed himself on the side of the Oppo- 
dition, and was from first to last one of the 
most úncompromising opponents of Sir John 
A. 
lacdonald's Government. His opposi- 
tion was fraught with momentous results 
to the Government and to the country at 
large. 
During the early part of the first session 
of the second Parliament of the Dominion, 
which was opened on the 6th of )Iarch, 
1873, it began to be rumoured that there 
was some irregularity about the granting 
of the charter for the construction of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway, which had been 
obtained by Sir Hugh Allan and others on 
the 5th of February. The rumours were of 
the most vague character, and it was not 
commonly supposed that the irregularity 
was very serious in its nature. As matter 
of fact, Mr. Huntington had become pos- 
sessed of information which convinced him 
that there had been a corrupt bargain be- 
tween Sir Hugh Allan and the Government, 
and he proceeded quietly to get his mate- 
rials together with a view to bringing the 
subject before the attention of Parliament. 
With the assistance of his partner, 
Ir. La- 
flamme, he erelong succeeded in obtaining 
such evidence 8.'> to justify him, in his opin- 
ion, in proceeding with the matter. On the 
2nd of April he rose in his place in the 
House, and after a brief statement of facts, 
submitted the following resolution :-That 
Mr. Huntington, a member of this House, 
having stated in his place that he is credibly 
informed, and believes that he can establish 
by satisfactory evidenee, that in anticipa- 
tion of the legislation of last session, as to 
the Pacific Railway, an agreement was made 
between Sir Hugh Allan, acting for himself 
and certain other Canadian promoters, and 
G. W. .McMullen, acting for certain United 
States capitalists, whereby the latter agreed 
to furnish all the funds necessary for the 
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construction of the contemplated railway, 
and to give the former a certain percentage 
of interest in consideration of their interest 
and position; the scheme agreed upon be- 
ing ostensibly that of a Canadian company 
with Sir Hugh Allan at its head: That the 
GovernnlPnt were aware that negotiations 
were pending between these parties: That 
subsequently an understanding was come 
to between the Government and Sir Hugh 
Allan and Mr. Abbott, M.P., that Sir Hugh 
and his friends should advance a large sum 
of money for the purpose of aiding the elec- 
tions of ministers and their supporters at 
the ensuing general election, and that he 
and his friends should receive the contract 
for the construction of the railway: That 
accordingly Sir Hugh Allan did advance a 
large sum of money for the purpose lIlen- 
tioned, and at the solicitation, and under 
the pressing instance of ministers: That 
part of the moneys expended by Sir Hugh 
Allan in connection with the obtaining of 
the Act of Incorporation and Charter were 
paid to him by the said United States capi- 
talists under the agreement with him: It is 
Ordered that a committee of seven lllem bers 
be appointed to inquire into all the circum- 
stances cOlllJPcted with the negotiations for 
the construction of the Pacific Railway, with 
the legislation of last session on the subject, 
and with the granting of the charter to Sir 
Hugh Allan and others; with power to send 
for persons, papers, and records, and with 
instructions to report in full the evidence 
taken before, and all proceedings of said 
committee. 
This resolution was treated as a motion 
of want of confidence in the Ministry, an,l 
was rejected by a majority of thirty-one 
votes. Sir John Macdonald for the time 
maintained silence in the House about the 
matter, hut he well knew that he could nut 
continue to do so with impunity. Public 
opinion was aroused, an,l even his own sup- 
porters became moody and dissatisfied with 


his policy of reticence. On the following 
day, accordingly, he himself gave notice 
that on tile next Government day-Tues- 
day, the 8th-he would move for the ap- 
pointment of a committee. He kept his 
word, and the committee was appointell. It 
consisted of three Ministerialists-thp Hons. 
J. G. Blanchet, James McDonald, and John 
Hillyard Cameron; and two members of 
the Opposition-the Hons. Edward Blake 
and A. A. Dorion. Mr. Cameron was ap- 
pointed chairman, hut the question of ex- 
amining the witnesses upon oath having 
been raised, it was deeined necessary to 
postpone the proceedings until a Bill em- 
powering Parliamentary Committees to ad- 
minister oaths should become law. The 
requisite Bill was passed on the 3rd of May, 
and as doubts were expressed as to its legal- 
ity a certified copy of it was forwarded by 
the Governor-General to England for the 
approval of the law officers of the Crown. 
.When the committee, thus fully empowered, 
met twelve days afterwards, an appeal was 
made for delay on the ground that Sir 
George E. Cartier and the Hon. J. J. C. 
Abbott, who were important witnesses, were 
in England, and were not expected to return 
to Canada for several weeks. Mr. Hunting- 
ton urgcd the committee to proceed. He 
pointed out that his charges had been known 
to these men for a month; that they had 
had ample time to return if they so desired; 
that the Premier had at first sought to stifle 
inquiry; that he had failed on the line first 
taken; that he then proposed to court it; 
that he allowed several weeks to be wasted 
because he professed to want the evidence 
taken on oath, while no eftort was made to 
enable the committee to proceed in that 
way, and that among the witnesses were 
several of the colleagues of the Premier, of 
whose testimony he ought not to be so much 
afraid. The committee finally adjourned 
to the 2ml of July. Long before that time 
came round Mr. Huntington had obtained 
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important additional evidence, and on the 
Uth of May he informed the House that 
original documents of the greatest impor- 
tance in the investigation of the charges 
were held by a trustee (whose name he was 
prepared to disclose to the committee) on 
such condition, amI under such circum- 
stances, that there was very great danger 
that they might be placed beyond the reach 
of the committee before the day upon which 
they were next to meet. He a"ked the 
House to order that the committee should 
meet on the following day, and that they 
should summon the trustee by whom the 
documents were held, to appear before them 
and produce the documents in his possession 
relating to the inquiry. It is usual in such 
cases for the House to ask to be put in pos- 
session, so far as possible, of the character 
of the papers and the nature of the infor- 
mation disclosed. Mr. Huntington, in the 
course of his speech in support of his motion, 
was about to read certain letters, when Sir 
John A. Macdonald called Mr. Huntington 
to order, amI said he would move that they 
proceed to the orders of the day. He wa,> 
informed by Mr. Holton that he hall stated 
no point of onler, that he had verbally put 
a motion in amendment to the motion of 
Mr. Huntington, which he had no right to 
do, for Mr. Huntington had the floor and 
hall not concluded his remarks. Sir John 
A. Macdonall1 then said it was not compe- 
tent for 11r. Huntington to read letters or 
papers as eviùenee, as they could only be 
properly submitted to the select committee 
to whom the whole case had been referrell 
by the House. The Speaker, the Hon. James 
Cockburn, helcl the point well taken, and 
the papers were not real1. They consisted 
chiptly of the famous Allan-:\IcMullen cor- 
respondence, anll had been placed in the 
hawls of the Hon. Henry ::5tarnes, banker, 
of Montreal, to be Ilelivererl up to Sir Hugh 
Allan on certain cowlitions. There is lit- 
tle doubt that had this correspondence been 


read and made public as Mr. Huntington 
proposed, the downfall of the Ministry could 
not have been delayed until the following 
November. 
When the committee met on the 2nd of 
July it was announced that the Oaths Bill 
had been disallowerl They were thus un- 
able to proceed with the inquiry, having 
no power to examine witnesses under oath, 
although Mr. Huntington was personally 
in attendance for the purpose of substan- 
tiating the serious charges which he had 
made. The next phase in the drama was a 
proposal by the Premier to issue a Royal 
Commission adl1ressed to the gentlemen 
forming the committee, which would confer 
upon them all the powers given to a com- 
mittee by the House of Commons, including 
the examination of witnesses under oath, 
and the power to send for persons, papers 
and reconls. Both Mr. Dorion amI Mr. 
Blake wrote to Sir John A. Macdonald in 
reply to this proposition. They pointed out 
to him that the inquiry was undertaken by 
the House; that the issue of a Royal Com- 
mission by a Government to inquire into 
charges against itself would be an unheard- 
of pruceeding, and that it would not aid but 
prejurlice the inquiry by the House; that 
the House dill not expect the Crown or any 
one else, least of all the members of its own 
committee, to obstruct the inquiry which it 
had undertaken. The committee adjourned 
to the l:nh of August, and immediately af- 
terwards the famous Allan-McMullen cor- 
respondence was given to the world through 
the Montreal Hm'ald amI the Toronto Gloúe. 
The effect upon public opinion ill Canada- 
and ill a lesser degree in Great Britain- 
was electrical There could no longer be 
any real douht as to the perpetration of 
gross corruption, and the fate of the Mac- 
Ilonalll i\linistry was sealed. When Parlia- 
JIlent met, pursuant to adjournment, on the 
13th of August, the members wete in a 
decidellly im estigating mood. His Excel- 
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lency, however, by the advice of his Minis- 
ters, prorogued Parliament, amid a tumult- 
uous scene which will not soon be forgotten 
by those who beheld it. A Royal Commis- 
sion, under the Act 31 Victoria, chapter 38, 
was then issued by the Governor-General, 
directed to the Hon. C. D. Day, the Hon. 
Antoine Polette, and James Robert Gowan, 
Judge of the County Court of the county 
of Simcoe. It enjoined upon the Commis- 
sioners that they should investigate the 
charges made by Mr. Huntington, and re- 
port to the Speakers of the Senate and 
Commons, as well as to the Secretary of 
State. The Commission met at Ottawa, 
and requested 
Ir. Huntington to furnish a 
list of his witnesses. To this request Mr. 
Huntington replied by a letter, dated the 
2Gth of August, and addressed to Judge 
Day, as Chairman of the Commission. " I 
have to call your attention to the fact," 
wrote Mr. Huntington, "apparent on the 
face of the Commission, that it was as a 
member of the House of Commons, and 
from my place in Parliament, that I pre- 
ferred these charges against Ministers of the 
Crown and members of that House. which, 
on the 8th day of April last, cntertained 
the charges, determined to investigate them 
itself, and appointed a select committee to 
inquire into ami report upon them; and to 
the further fact, apparent on the Journals 
of the House, that to the said committee I 
furnished a list of some of the principal 
witnesses, whose evidence I believe could 
establish my charges, and I have always 
been ready to proceed to the proof thereof 
before the tribunal constituted by the House 
for the investigation. The determination of 
the Commons to investigate these charges 
remains unaltered, and I deem it inconsis- 
tent with my duty as a member of Parlia- 
ment, and a breach of the undoubted privi- 
leges of the House, to recognize any inferior 
or exceptional tribunal, created to inquire 
into charges still pending before the Com- 


mons, and so essentially affecting the privi- 
leges, dignity, and independence of Parlia- 
ment. I believe that it is a breach of those 
privileges that a Royal Commission, issued 
without the special sanction of the House, 
should take any cognizance of, or should 
assume to call on me, to justify words which 
I have spoken on the floor of the Commons, 
and for which I am responsible to thl'm, and 
to them alone. I feel that I should do no 
act which may be construed into an acqui- 
escence in the attempt to remove from the 
Commons the conduct awl control of the 
inquiry. I believe that the creation of the 
Commission involves a breach of that funda- 
mental principle of the constitution which 
preserves to the Commons the right and 
duty of initiating and controlling inquiries 
into high political offences; that it involves 
also a breach of that fundamental principle 
of justice which prevents the accused from 
creating the tribunal and controlling the 
procedure for their trial; and that it is a 
commission without precedent, unknown to 
the Common Law, unsanctioned by the 
Statute Law, providing by an exercise of 
the prerogative for an inquiry out of the 
ordinary course of justice into misdemean- 
our cognizable by the Courts, and conse- 
quently illegal and void. Entertaining 
these views, you will not expect me to act 
otherwise than in conformity with them, 
and you will be satisfied that by my non- 
appearance before the Commission I intend 
no disrespect to the Commissioners, but am 
moved by the same sense of public duty 
which will constrain me at the earliest 
practicable moment to renew the efforts 
which I have been making since April last 
to bring to trial before the Commons of 
Canada the men whom I have impeached 
as public criminals." 
Various other witnesses who were in a 
position to give important evillence fol- 
lowed Mr. Huntington's example, and de- 
clined to appear before the Commission. 
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Thirty-six witnesses appeared and were 
e'{amined. Their evidence has long been 
before the world, and judgment has long 
since been passed upon it. \Vhen Parlia- 
ment met in the following autumn Mr. 
Blake malle a speech which produced a tell- 
ing effect upon the House, and upon the 
country at large. The Ministry resigned 
office, and were succeelled by 
Ir. Macken- 
zie's Government, which came into power 
on the 7th of Novemher. 
lr. Huntington 
did not immediately become a member of 
the new Cabinet, but was sworn in as a 
Privy Councillor on the 20th of January 
following, when he became President of the 
Council. Upon returning to his constituents 
in Shefford, after accepting office, he was 
reëlected by acclamation. He retained the 
office of President of the Council until Oc- 
tober, 1875, when he succeeded the Hon. 
Telesphore Fournier as Poc;tmaster-Gen- 
eral, which pusition he retained until the 
resignation of the Government in October, 
187K 
The foregoing facts, we think, will suffi- 
ciently explain the hostile feelings enter- 
tai.ncd towards Mr. Huntington by certain 
members of the Conservative Party; but he 
has also been subjectell to a good deal of ad- 
verse criticism on other grounds. For some 
time previous to 11')73 he had given con- 
siderable attention to commercial pursuits, 


and had engaged in efforts to develop the 
mineral resources of the Province of Quebec. 
A market for Quebec copper having been 
found in England and the Unite<} States, a 
company was formed under his auspices for 
working the mines. Out of these negotia- 
tions arose some serious charges against Mr. 
Huntington, the purport of which was that 
he had by misrepresentation obtained a 
larger amount for the property than its real 
value. The matter was frequently referred 
to in the public press and elsewhere, and 
suits were instituted against Mr. Hunting- 
ton. They were subsequently withdrawn, 
however, and the plaintiffc; admitted that 
they had been misled by false information. 
Since the accession to power of the present 
Government 
1r. Huntington ha<; been con- 
spicuous as a member of the Opposition, and 
is regarded as adding very materially to its 
strength. 
He has been twice married. His first 
wife was Miriam Jane, daughter of Major 
David Wood, of Shefforà. This lady died in 
1871. His present wife, whom he married 
at New York on the 28th of October, 1877, 
was Mrs. Marsh, widow of the late Charles 
Marsh, Civil Engineer. His eldest son, the 
late Mr. Russ Wood Huntington, who died 
on the 13th of 
ovemLer, 1879, was promi- 
nently connected with the editorial depart- 
ment of the Montreal Herald. 
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D R. HILL, one of the most di"tinguished 
living inhabitants of the Province of 
N ova Scotia, was born in the city of Hali- 
fax, on the !Jth of November, 1824. His 
life has been one of very remarkable indus- 
try and menta] activity, and has been at- 
tended with noteworthy results to the edu- 
cational, social, and literary interests of his 
native Province. In his case, a rare capa- 
city for hanl work is happily blended with 
vigorous mental endowments, and a high 
and honourable purpose in life. His capa- 
city for work is sufficiently attested by his 
parochial, literary, and scholastic labours. 
The distinction which he has achieved as a 
divine, as an orator, as an educator, and as 
a man of letters, affords abunclant evillence 
of a vigorous mind; and the respect in 
which he is held by persons of the most 
opposite lines of thought is a tolerably con- 
clusive proof of the worthiness of his aims. 
Nova Scotia has produced men who have 
become more widely known. His pursuits 
have not been of a nature to blazon his 
name abroad; but within the limits of the 
Province in which nearly all his life has 
been passed, no name is held in higher 
esteem than that of the present Chancellor 
of the University of Halifax. 
His life, like that of most scholars, has 
been devoid of startling all ventures. It has 
been passed in the acquisition and dissemi- 
nation of useful knowledge, in llischarging 
the duties incidental to clerical punmits, 


aUfI in literary labours. He received the 
elements of a good English and classical 
education at the Halifax Grammar School, 
and afterwards matriculated at Acadia Col- 
lege, Wolfville, where he passed through 
the studies of the first and second years' 
courses. He then ÌJetook himself to the 
country, and spent several years in farm- 
life, which did much to increase the vigour 
of a naturally sound and robust constitu- 
tion. It was never his intention, however, 
to make agriculture the business of his 
life; and having chosen the ministry of the 
Church of England as his profession, he 
entered King's College, Windsor, where, 
after a successful collegiate career, he grad- 
uated as B.A. in 1847. During the same 
year he was ordained a Deacon, and became 
curate of the populous and important parish 
of St. George's, Halifax. Next year he was 
ordained to the priesthood. He remained 
in connection with St. George's about seven 
years, during which period he won a high 
local reputation for learning, eloquence, and 
the industry wherewith he discharged the 
various duties assigned to him. Early ill 
1834 he proceeded to England on an im- 
pOl-tant mission on behalf of King's Uollege, 
Windsor. He acquitted himself of this mis- 
sion greatly to the satisfaction of all parties 
concerned, and on his return, after an ab- 
sence of several months, his alma matcl' con- 
ferred upon him the appointment of Pro- 
fessor of Pastoral Theology. For five years 
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he filled the position with great satisfaction 
to the friends of the College. In IS.5!) he 
returned to Halifax as the curate of St. 
Paul's Church, anù, on the death of the in- 
cumbent, in 18(j5, he was chosen Rector by 
the unanimous voice of the congregation. 
He was at the same time appointed Chaplain 
to the Legislative Council of 
 ova Scotia. 
Both these appointments he has ever since 
retained. As Rector, his position is a very 
important one in the Nova Scotian capital, 
both ecclesiastically and socially. We may 
add that the position is one very congenial 
to himself. "St. Paul's," says a contempo- 
rary writer, "has associations and a history 
surpa<;sing in interest probably those of any 
other Protestant sanctuary in the Dominion. 
Built within a year of the founding of Hali- 
fax (17.')0), it has witnessed the changes and 
the progress of 130 years, amI its frame of 
oak is still untouched by the tooth of time. 
Dean Stanley is not more (l u fait and en- 
thusiastic in all that pertains to his cele- 
brated abbey than is the Doctor in regard 
to the interesting antiquities of St. Paul's." 
In 187G the University of Halifax was 
estahlished. It was modelled to a large 
extent upon the University of London, 
England, and does not undertake the office 
of instruction. Its sole duty consists in 
examining those who may present them- 
<;el ves for examination, and in conferring 
degrees upon those who are successful in 
the ordeal. The office of Chancellor was 
conferred upon Doctor Hill, and his ap- 
pointment was accepted by all as a fitting 
tribute to his great learning and high per- 
sonal character. Hie; discharge of the duties 
of the position has fully borne out the ex- 
pectations formed of him. Under his di- 
rection the Senate of the University has 
made gratifying progress in harmonizing 
the higher educational forces of the Prov- 
ince. 
Dr. Hill's contributions to literature bave 
been many in number, and \'arious in char- 


acter. Among the most important may 
be mentioned" Old Testament History, its 
Chronology, Apparent Discrepancies, and 
Undesigned Coincidences," published at 
Halifax in 18.).); "Nova Scotia and Kova 
Scotians," a lecture delivered before the 
Literary and Debating Society of Windsor, 
in 18.58, and afterwards published in pam- 
phlet form. Of this production the Halifa..,;: 
B.-cjJ/'C8S eulogistically remarked: "\V e have 
seldom had the satisfaction of listening to 
a discourse written in a style so classic, and 
delivered in such an eloquent manner, as 
that by which this lecture was character- 
ized. From the commencement to the close, 
each period seemerl to surpass in classic ele- 
gance that which had preceded it; and the 
simple narrative wa.-:; so adorned and em- 
bellished as to appear the sublime concep- 
tion of the poet and the scholar." During 
the same year Dr. Hill deli\-ered and pub- 
lished a sermon entitled "A Review of the 
Rise and Progress of the Church of Eng- 
land in Nova Scotia;" also" Records of the 
Church of England in Rawdon from its 
origin until the present date." In 18GO the 
Doctor delivered an oration at the inaugu- 
ration of the Welsford and Parker .Monu- 
ment, which the journal already mentioned 
characterized as "an oration of matchless 
beauty, tracing with a master-hand the 
lives and characters of the heroes, antI the 
stirring events in which they were actors." 
In 18G4 Dr. Hill published an important 
adllition to the Provincial literature in the 
form of a ")Iemoir of Sir Brenton Hali- 
burton, late Chief Justice of the Province 
of Nova Scotia." Of this work another 
N ova Scotian newspaper remarked: "". e 
look upon this volume as a very 
intere'5ting contribution to our colonial lit- 
erature. It deals with the life and actions 
of a good and great colonist who distin- 
guished himself, during the most stirring 
periods of our colonial history, as a soldier, 
statesman, and jurist; and in the eyes of 
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those who knew him best he wa.
 most ad- 
mired for the many virtues which adorned 
his character in social life. In sketching 
the career of his hero, the author's hand 
seems to have been tremulous with affec- 
tion; but the judgment which characterizes 
his pages is unclouded, and the style is easy, 
correct, and sometimes eloquent." 
The foregoing works, which by no means 
complete the list of Dr. Hill's literary efforts, 
have been merely the products of his leisure. 
The w01'k of his life has been chiefly devoted 
to his professional and educational pursuits, 
the records of which necessarily remain un- 
written. Though now in his fifty-seventh 
year, he is still in the prime of his intel- 
lectual and physical powers. "Toil," says 
a writer already quoted from, "has left but 


little impress of itself on his erect form, and 
fresh, health-indicating countenance. N oth- 
ing short of eminent natural endowments, 
and well-disciplined faculties sustained in 
their action by a high moral purpose, could 
enable one to work so vigorously, so con- 
stantly, and withal so easily." In addition 
to the offices already referred to, he fills 
other important positions, including those 
of President of the Church of England In- 
stitute, President of the Board controlling 
St. Paul's Almshouse of Industry, and Gov- 
ernor of the Orphan Asylum. He is also 
Vice - President both of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society and of the Tract 
Society. His degree of D.C.L. was con- 
ferred upon him by the University of 
King's College, Windsor. 
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SIR ANTOINE AL\1E DORIO
, 


CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE COURT OF QUEEN'S BENCH, QUEBEC. 


C HIEF JUSTICE DORION was born in 
the parish of Ste. Anne de ]a Pérade, 
in the county of Champlain, in the Prov- 
ince of Lower Canada, on the 17th of Janu- 
ary, UHK He is a son of the late Mr. Pierre 
Antoine Dorion, who carried on business as 
a f,reneral merchant at Ste. Anne de la Pé- 
rade, and was a gentleman of much ]ocaJ 
influence and reputation, having represent- 
ed the county of ChmÌlplain in the Legisla- 
tive Assemù]y of Lower Canada from 1
30 
to IS:J8. The Chief Justice's mother was 
Geneviève, daughter of the late Mr. P. Bu- 
reau, who also occupied a seat in the Pro- 
vincial Assemùly, where he represented the 
county of St. Maurice for about fourteen 
years, from 1820 to 1
34. 
After spending some time at tile schools 
of his native parish, 
[r. Dorion completed 
his education at Nicolet College, and entered 
upon the study of the law. In the month 
of January. UH2, he was called to the Bar 
of Lower Canada, anrl immediately after- 
ward" entered upon the practice of his pro- 
fes'iion at Montreal. His excellent abilities 
soon enable<l him to take a conspicuous rank 
at the Bar, and his graceful anI] courteous 
manners contributed to establi"h him in a 
high social position. In 184R he marriel1 
Miss TrestleI', a l1aughter uf the late Dr. 
TrestleI', of Montreal. 
Tn politics Mr. Dorion held very pro- 
nounced opiniuns on the LiLera] side from 
his earliest youth, and he had not been 
IV-lO 


many years at the Bar ere his eligibility for 
a seat in Parliament began to be discussed 
by the leading memhers of the Liberal Party 
in Montreal. His actual entry ihto public 
life dates from the year lK:)4, when he was 
returnerl at the general election for the city 
of )Iontreal; but for some time prior to that 
date he had taken an active interest in the 
Provincial politics, and had had no slight 
share in formulating the policy of the Party 
to which he belonged. From the outset of 
his Parliamentary career he was the recog- 
nizel] leader of the Ruuge Party in the 
House, and was long the steadfast aIly of 
the late Mr. Brown. He continued to repre- 
sent the city of 
lontreal until ISGl. When 
Mr. Brown formed his short-lived Adminis- 
tration in the month of August, 1858, Mr. 
Dorion accepted office in it as Commis- 
sioner of Crown Lands, and the 1\1 inistry 
then formed is commun]y referre<] to as the 
Brown-Dorion Administration, from the 
names of its respective leaders in the two 
Provinces. Upon the fonuation of the Car- 
tier-1\Iacdona]d Government Mr. Dorion ar- 
rayed himself in Opposition, aw] for several 
years thereafter he was one of the most 
formidable critics which the Government 
had to encounter. At the general election 
following the dissolution of Parliament in 
lSGI he was defeated in his constituency 
by the Hon. George Etienne Cartier, the 
Lower Canadian leader of the Government. 
For some months subsequent to this defeat 
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he remained out of Parliament, but upon 
the formation of the Sandfield Mac(Ionald- 
Sicotte Government in May, 18ü2, he ac- 
cepted office as Provincial Secretary. His 
acceptance of office was confirmed by the 
electors of Hochelaga, which constituency 
he thenceforward continued to represent 
until Confederation. He did not long re- 
tain office in the Cabinet, as then consti- 
tuted, owing to a difference of opinion with 
his colleagues on some matter connected 
with the construction of the Intercolonial 
Railway. On the 28th of January, 18(;3, 
he resigned, and was succeeded in his post 
of Provincial Secretary by the Hon. J. O. 
Bureau. He remained out of office until 
the month of .May following, when the Gov- 
ernment was remodelled, and Mr. Dorion 
succeeded Mr. Sicotte as Attorney-General 
and Lower Canada leader. This position 
he held until the defeat of the Cabinet in 
March of the following year. 
At the first general election after the 
Pnion of the Provinces, Mr. Dorion was re- 
turned to the House of Commons for the 
constituency of Hochelaga. In 1872 he an- 
nounced his intention of retiring from pub- 
lic life, and was tendered a complimentary 
banquet, along with Mr. Holton, by hi
 
friends in Montreal, but at the general elec- 
tiuns of that year he was induced to stand 
for Napierville, where he was successful. 
He continued to represent Napierville in 
the House of Commons so long as he re- 
maim-d in public life. He resumed his old 
position at the head of his Party, and op- 
posed Sir John Macdonald's Government 
until its downfall in N ovember,1873. Upon 
the formation of Mr. Mackenzie's Adminis- 
tration immediately afterwards, Mr. Dorion 
accepted office in it as Minister of Justice, 


which position he retained until his appoint- 
ment to the Chief Justiceship of Queùec, on 
the 30th of :May, lk74. 
As a lawyer Mr. Dorion has long been 
recognized as one of the foremost in his 
Province. He was created a Queen's Coun- 
sel in 18ü3 ; was several times elected Baton- 
nier of the Bar of Montreal District, and was 
also President of the Bar of the Province of 
Queùec. He administered the Govermnpnt 
of the Province of Quebec from the death 
of the late Lieutenant-Governor Caron until 
the appointment of that gentleman's suc- 
cessor in the person of Mr. Letellier de St. 
Just-i.e., from the 8th of November to the 
l.'>th of December, 1876. He is a fine lin- 
guist, a polished scholar, and a judge whose 
decisions are heM in high respect. Of his 
Parliamentary manner Mr. Fenningi'> Tay- 
lor, in his" Portraits of British Americans," 
speaks in the following terms: "Thuugh a 
French Canadian himself, Mr. Dorion might 
in onc respect be regarded as a representa- 
tive of both races, for as a speaker and a 
flucnt master of both languages he has no 
superior in the Legislative Assembly. No 
matter in what tongue he chooses to address 
the House, his diction i
 pure and his man- 
ners e(luable. If he speaks in English, you 
will think him an Englishman with a for- 
eign face. If he speaks in French, you will 
in like manner think him a Frenchman whu 
has 
pent much of his life in England. He 
is one of those polished, human perplexities, 
which are rarely met with out of the diplo- 
matic services of tIle greater States of Eu- 
rope; fur, while llis face is continental, his 
manner is the manner of the people whose 
language, for the time being, he thinks fit 
to use, for his speech never bewrays his 
" 
race. 



THE HON. SÀ
IUEL CASEY 'VOOD. 


l I R. WOOD comes of a long-lived race. 
1-' His father, 
[r. Thomas Smith Wood, 
one of the few surviving veterans of the 
'Val' of 1812, was born in 1790, and is con- 
sequently at the present time a nonagen- 
arian. His mother whose maiden name 
was 
Iiss Frances Peckins, is also living, 
and, at the advanced age of eighty-seven 
years, is still in the full enjoyment of all 
her faculties. 
He was born at the village of Bath, in the 
county of Lennox, Upper Canada, on the 
27th of December, H
:30. He received his 
education at various common schools, owing 
to the fact that during his boyhood his 
parents removed several times from one part 
of the country to another. The last school 
attended by him was near Frankfort, in the 
township of Sidney, in the county of Hast- 
ings, where he for about a year enjoyed the 
ad\-antage of having for his tutor Mr.-now 
Doctor-G. H. Boulter. '[I'. Boulter, who 
now represents X orth Hastings in the On- 
tario Legislature, was then fresh from Vic- 
toria College, Cobourg, and proved himself 
one of the most efficient instructors that thc 
rural districts of Canada have ever known. 
LillIeI' hi
 tutelage the subject of this sketch 
made rapid 
trides in learning. Teachpr 
and pupil have since arrayed thcmseh'es 
on opposite sides in politics, hut Mr. Wood 
has frequently acknowledged his indebted- 
ness to Dr. Boulter's early instructions, anll 
a warm personal friend!o.hip has always sub- 


sisted between them. When only eighteen 
I years of age, young Mr. Wood obtained a 
I first-class certificate as a common school 
teacher from the counties of Hastings, Nor- 
thum berland anò Durham, and York and 
I Peel. Immediately on obtaining his certifi- 
cate he began to teach one of the schools in 
Sidney. He afterwaros taug-ht at Prince 
Albert, in 
orth Ontario, and elsewhere. 
About 18;)6 he abandoned the occupation 
I of teaching, and opened a general country 
store in the township of Mariposa, in the 
county of Victoria, which was at that time 
united to the county of Peterborough. In 
!tWO the counties were divided, and Mr. 
\y ood was appointed Clerk and Treasurer 
of the county of Victoria. He accordingly 
removed to Lindsay, the county town, which 
I ha'i ever since been his home, and where he 
soon became one of the most popular and 
prominent citizens. He took an active in- 
I terest in all public matters, and more especi- 
I ally in all questions relating to schools and 
education. He from time to time held 
I various local offices. He wa'> Chairman of 
the Board of High and Public Schools; and 
I after the passing of the Insulvcnt Act of 
iSH4 he became Official Assignee. In 1874 
he wa') elected a member of the now defunct 
Council of Public Instruction, to represent 
thc school-inspectors. This position he re- 
signed, after holding it about a year. 
He early allied himself with the Reform 
Party in politics, anù touk an acti\ e part in 
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the election campaign!'! of the times. His en- 
terprise, public spirit and popularity marked 
him out as a fitting candidate for Parlia- 
mentary life, and at the general election of 
1871 he contested the constituency of South 
Victoria for the Local Legislature. He was 
opposed by Mr. Thomas 
[itchell, a Con- 
servative, who had already represented the 
constituency. South Victoria had always 
theretofore returned a -Conservative, but 
there were local reasons of great potency in 
the Riding at the time, and it wa.r,; thought 
desirable that the representative should be 
a resident of Lindsay. Mr. Wood's candida- 
ture war,; successful, and he was returned by 
a majority of more than 300 votes. He soon 
made his mark in the House as an industri- 
ous, hard-working member, and took an 
intelligent part in the debates, more especi- 
ally on educational and agricultural topics. 
His judgment and business faculties were 
such that in the summer of 1875 he war,; 
offered a seat in the Executive Council of 
Ontario, as Commissioner of Agriculture, 
Provincial Secretary and Registrar. He 
accepted these offices on the 24th of July, 
and retained them about two years. At the 
general election of 1875 he was opposed b} 
a local Conservative candidate of great in- 
fluence, but was again successful in Recuring 


his election. In March, 1877, there was a 
partial readjustment of portfolios in the 
Ontario Ministry. Mr. Wood ceased to be 
Secretary and Registrar, which offices de- 
volved upon the Hon. A. S. Hardy. Mr. 
Crooks became Minister of Education, and 
Mr. Wood became Commissioner of Agri- 
culture and Provincial Trea<;urer. These 
offices he still retains. In his departmental 
capacity he has under his management the 
Agricultural College at Guelph, the Refor- 
matory at Penetangnishene, the Andrew 
Mercer Reformatory at Toronto, the Deaf 
and Dumb Institution at Belleville, and the 
Blind Asylum at Brantford, in addition to 
the various Lunatic Asylums throughout the 
Province. He also has charge of the Insur- 
ance Department, and is at the present time 
Chairman of the Agricultural Commission. 
At the general election held on the 5th of 
I June, 1879, Mr. Wood ww,; opposed by Mr. 
William L. Russell, ex- Warden of the County 
of Victoria. Mr. Wood was elected by a 
majority of 115. He is re
p(msihle for the 
consolidation of the Agriculture and Arts 
Act, and for other important measures affect- 
ing agricultural affairs in Ontario. 
On the 17th of June, 18.36, Mr. Wood 
married Miss Charlotte M. Parkinson, of 
the township of Mariposa. 
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THE HON. JAMES McDONALD, Q.C., 


lI-llNISTER OF YUSTICE. 


l\ I R. 
[I'DONALD'S ancestors emigrated 
l
 from the Highlands of Scotland to 
Nova Scotia nearly a hundred years ago, 
and settled in the county of Pictou. He 
was born at East River, a port settlement 
in Pictou County, on the 1st of July, 1828. 
He was educated at New Glasgow, a sea- 
port town in the same county. He studied 
law, and was called to the Nova Scotia Bar 
in the year 1857. He practised in Halifax, 
and soon won a conspicuous position in hi
 
profession. Having become thoroughly es- 
tablished, he hegan to tnrn his attention to 
public affairs. In IS.')!) hc entered political 
life, as the representative of the county of 
Pictou in the Legislative Assembly of Nova 
I-;cotia. He sat in the Assembly for that 
constituency until the accomplishment of 
Confederation. He was Chief Railway 
Commissioner for Nova Scotia, from June, 
18G3, to December, HHi4, when he was ap- 
pointed Financial Secretary in the Govern- 
ment led by the Hon. Dr. Tupper, which 
he continued to hold until the Union. III 
wa,> one of the Commissioners (represent- 
ing Nova Scotia) appointed to open trade 
relations between the West Indies. Mexico 
and Brazil, and the British American Prov- 
inces in 18G.'J-Ij(j. 
In 18G7 he was created a Queen's Counsel, 
awl during the same year, at the fiæt gen- 
eral election under Confederation, he was 
an unsuccessful candidate for the represen- 
tation of the county of Pictou in the House 


of Commons. In the year 1871 he was 
returned to the Local Legislature of Nova 
Scotia for his old constituency of Pictou, 
and sat for it until the month of July, 11')72, 
when he resigned his seat in the Local 
House in order to enter the House of COlll- 
mons. He was returned to the Commons 
immediately afterwards, and remained a 
member of that House until 1874, when he 
was unsuccessful in securing his reëlection. 
At the general election held in September, 
1878, he was again returned to the Com- 
mons for the county of Pictou by a consider- 
able majority, and he now sits for that con- 
stituency. He is a Conservative in politics, 
and upon the formation of the present Gov- 
ernment in October, 1878, 1Ir. McDonald 
accepted office in it as Minister of Justice, 
which portfolio he still retains. He has 
made an efficient Minister, and is highly 
esteemed by his colleagues, though he has 
been subjected to a due share of criticism 
on the part of the Opposition press. It is 
generally conceded, alike by supl'orters and 
opponents, that he takes rank among the 
foremost men in his Party, and is both in- 
tellectually and otherwise a very important 
factor in the cumposition of the present 
Administration. 
In 18,jG Mr. McDonald married }'Iiss Jane 
Mortimer, daughter of the late 1\11'. William 
Mortimer, of Pictou. He has heM variuus 
positions of dignity and local importance in 
thc Nova Scotian capital. 
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S IR JOHN ROSE is not a Canadian by I 
birth, nor has he resided in this coun- 
try for some years past, but the greater I 
part of his life was spent among us, and it : 
was here that the foundation of his politi- 
cal and financial reputation was laid. He 
is of Scottish birth and parentage, and was I 
born at Turriff, in Aberdeenshire, on the 
2nd of August, 1
20. He is a son of the 
late Mr. ""illiam Rose, of Turriff, by his 
marriage with Miss Elizabeth Fyfe, daugh- 
ter of Captain James Fyfe. He was edu- 
cated at variou,> schools in Aberdeenshire, 
and finally at King's College, Aberdeen. 
While he was still a youth his parents 
emigrated to Canada, and settled in the 
county of Huntingdon, in the Lower Prov- 
ince, whither he accompanied them. He 
for a 
hort time engaged in the useful and 
honourable, but in those days not very luc- 
rative occupation of a school teacher in the 
Eastern Townships. Being conscious of 
good abilities, and of his fitness for better 
thingi'! than the business of tutorship seellle.l 
to hold out to him, he soon abandoned that 
punmit, and proceeded to Montreal, where 
he entered upon the study of the law. In 
11i42 he was called to the Bar of Luwer 
Canwla (Montreal District), and at once 
entered upon the practice of his profession 
in lIIontreal. A'> an advocate he possessed 
many advantages, being a ready and fluent 
speaker and a skilful debater, and having a 
tall figure, an earnest manner, and a com- 


man ding presence. All these advantages 
were turned to good account, and he soon 
succeeded in building up what was in those 
days the largest commercial practice in 
Montreal. His standing at the Bar was 
commensurate with his practice. He had 
many wealthy firms and corporations for 
his clients, including the Hudson's Bay Com- 
I pany. He also conducted a good many 
cases on behalf of the Government of the 
day, and acquired an intimate acquaintance 
with political questions. In 1
41i he was 
created a Queen's Counsel. During the ex- 
istence of the Baldwin-Lafontainp, Govern- 
ment he was strongly importuned to enter 
public life, but he preferred to establish his 
fortunes on a firm basis before allowing 
himself to be drawn aside by any other 
allurements. He, however, interested him- 
self in the operations of the Conservati ve 
Party, to which he belonged, and with 
which he was identified throughout his 
public career. He was also a prominent 
figure in the social life of Montreal, and 
during his long residcnce there held many 
offices of honour and responsibility in con- 
nection with charitahle and other kindred 
societies, banks, and institutions of learning. 
It was not until 1857 that he felt himself 
fully at liberty to enter upon a Parliament- 
ary career. On the 2üth of November in 
that year he accepted office in the :\lacdon- 
aM-Cartier Administration as Solicitor-Gen- 
eral for Lower Canada. At the general 
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election which followed, he offered himself, 
in conjunction with the Hon. George E. 
Cartier and 
Ir'. H. Starnes, of Montreal, to 
the electors of that city. These three prom- 
inent members of the Conservative Party 
were opposed by the Hons. A. A. Dorion, 
Luther H. Hulton, and Thomas D' Arcy Mc- 
Gee. .Mr. Rose, who appealerl to the electors 
of Montreal Centre, was the only one of the 
ministerialists whose candi!lature was suc- 
cessful. He held the portfolio of Solicitor- 
General East until thl.) resignatiun of the 
Ministry on the 1st of August, 1858. When 
the Ministry, as reconstmcted, resumed of- 
fice after the brief interval of the Erown- 
Dorion Government, Mr. Rose, after a nomi- 
nal acceptance of office as Receiver-General, 
resumed his former portfolio, with a seat in 
the Executive Counci1. He continued as 
Solicitor-General until the lOth of January 
following, when he was transferred to the 
more important rlepartment of the Puhlic 
Works. As such Commissioner the duty 
devolver! upon him of providing for the 
accommodation of the Prince of 'Vales and 
suite, ùuring His Royal Highness's visit to 
Cl1.nooa in II:)GO. 
rr. Rose continued as 
Commissioner of Public 'Yorks until the 
month of June, 18Ül, when, what between 
the care
 and responsibilities of his pu l>lic 
duties, and the r!emands upon his tiuH' anò 
attention of a large professional practice, he 
fouIllI his health g-iving way, and resigner} 
office. He continue!l, howevcr, to represent 
l\lontreal Centre in Parliament until Con- 
fcderation. In 18(j4 he was appointe!} by 
the Impcrial Government as Commissioner 
on behalf of Great Britain under the treaty 
with the United States for the settlcment 
of thc claims which had arisen out of the 
Orcgon Treaty. At the first g-eneral elec- 
tion, under Confeùeration, in II:)G7, Mr. Rose 
declinerl a rcquisition to contest his olù 
constituency, in deference to an influential 
minority of the electors who desired a com- 
mercial man 8.'5 their reprcsentative in Par- 


liament. He therefore oitered himself for 
the county of Huntingdon, where he had 
resider! upon his first arrival in the country 
nearly thirty years before. He was returned 
by a large majority. On the retirement of 
the Hon. (now Sir) Alexanr!er T. Galt from 
the Government at the beginning of the 
following Novcmber, Mr. Rose was ap- 
pointed a membpr of the Privy Council 
amI Minister of Finance. He returned to 
his constituents in Huntingùon, who tes- 
tified their approval of his acceptance of 
office by reëlecting him by acclamation. 
The difficulties with which he had to con- 
tend as l\Iinister of Finance were consider- 
able. He had bardy a fortnig'ht to prcpare 
for the meeting of Parliament, and there 
had 11een no session of the Leo-islature for 
o 
nearly eighteen months. New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia were then for the first 
time included in the revenue and expendi- 
ture of Canada. " Four separate accounts," 
says a recent writer, commenting on the 
Finance Minister's difficulties at this period, 
"with as many Provinces had to be kept, 
which were still further complicated by the 
accounts of the old Province of Canada. 
Beyond this, three different tariffs had to 
be dealt with and assimilated, and as many 
systcms of inland revenue to be reduced to 
one; the effects of unrestricted free trade 
betwecn the Provinccs had not then becn 
developed; and the exceptional currency 
and political rliscontent of Nova Scotia 
addpd further to the difficulties of the posi- 
tion. Mr. Ro
e haù therefore no easy task 
before him, but he undertook it with even 
more than his usual energy and application, 
anel before the session was many weeks old 
he made a budget sppech which surprised 
Parliament and the public by its perspicuity 
antl fullness of detai1." During the second 
part of the first ses
ion of the Dominion 
Parliament Mr. Rose also carried through 
Reveral financial measures, besides a reäd- 
justment of the tariff. In July, 18G8, he 
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went to England and successfully floated 
half of the Intercolonial Railway Loan. 
During the session of 18(;9 he introduceù 
a series of resolutions on currency and 
banking, but as they proved unsatisfac- 
tory to a large majority of western mem- 
bers, and distasteful to bankers generally, 
they were withdrawn. In the month of 
September, 11'>69, having resolved to take 
up his abode in England, Mr. Rose resigned 
his seat in the Canadian House of Com- 
mons, and thus brought to a close his 
twelve years' term of Parliamentary service 
in this country. He soon afterwards re- 
moved to London, England, where he be- 
came a partner in the well-known banking 
firm of Me:-srs. Morton, Bliss &; Co., the 
style of which thenceforward Lecame Mor- 


ton, Rose 
Ic Co. He has ever since resided 
in England, and his coÍmection with the 
banking-house still continues. On the 18th 
of January, 11'>70, he was nominated a 
Knight Commander of the Order of St. 
Michael and St. George; and in August, 
1872, he was created a Baronet. On the 
29th of October, 1878, in recognition of his 
services as Executive Commissioner of Can- 
ada at the Paris Exhibition, anù 11ember of 
the Finance Committee, he was nominated 
a G.C.M.G. 
In 1843 the sul
ect of this sketch mar- 
ried Miss Charlotte Temple, a daughter 
of the late Mr. Robert Temple, of Rut- 
land, in the State of Vermont, by whom 
he has a family of three sons and two 
daughtcrs. 
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S IR A LLA)'! was a distinguished, an 
active, and withal rather a useful man 
in his clay, anll acquired a reputation fully 
commensurate with his merits. It cannot 
be said that he possessed, or that he ever 
laid claim to possessing, any brilliant or 
extraordinary powers of intellect, or that 
he was mentally in advance of the tinws in 
which he livec!. It was his lot, however, to 
be born beneath a lucky star. At variou!'> 
epochs in his career, in youth and in middle 
life, circumstanccs COllI bined to gi \'1' him a 
great-we had almost said an undue-noto- 
riety; and the impetus thus given to his for- 
tune:-; landed him on an eminence where he 
continuell to retain a footing to the end of 
his days. He was a life-long sufferer from 
impecuniosity, but Providence had fitted his 
back for the burden, antI financial trouhle:-; 
sat more lightly upon him than on mo,>t 
men who are subjecte,l to maladies of that I 
nature. Endowe,l with high spirits and a 
bnuyant temperament, he could afforù to 
mect <;uch minor afflictions as a chronic 
scarcity of fun, Is antI the many drawbacks 
attendant thereupon, with un,launted front. 
!\lark Tapley himself was not more pcrsi
t- 
ently jolly nnder clcpressing circumstances 
than was Allan 
lacN ab during the greater 
part of his life. Hc took the worl,l remark- 
ably easy, and socif'ty scemed to havc cn- 
tcrell into a tacit conspiracy to push him 
forwanl. He took the results, as 111' took 
everything else, with comfortable self-com- 
lY - 1l 


placency. 
\nd yet it would be most unfair 
to say that his success was wholly unue- 
served. He merely received liberal pay- 
ment for services more or less su bstantiaI. 
He ...vas of a loyal and not unkindly nature. 
He served his country in various capacities, 
and cannot be said to have conspicuously 
failed in any. He figured in the respec- 
tive characters of sailor, soldier, legislator, 
Speakpr to the Assembly, and Prime Minis- 
ter. High dignities descemlClI upon him. 
For his military services he received the clig- 
nity of knighthood. Later on he in turn be- 
came proprietary lord of Dundurn, Baronet, 
Ai,le-de-Camp to Her Majesty, and hono- 
rary Colonel in the British Army. "Some 
men," says Malvolio, "are born great; some 
achieve greatness, and some have greatness 
thrust npon 'em." Allan Mac
ab was cer- 
tainly not born great. His achievemf'nts, 
though many of them were sufficiently 
creditable to him, were not of a kinel which 
a critical judgment can pronounce truly 
great. The inevitable infercnce is that his 
Sovereign and hi,> country were grateful; 
that he receive,) ample compensation for 
hi!;; life's work: anll that such a man cannot 
be saiel to ha\'e lived altogether in \Oain. 
The nationality of his ancestry is suffi- 
ciently indicateù hy his name. His grand- 
father, Captain Rouert 
[acXab, was an 
officer in the Forty-secollll Royal Highland- 
ers, or "Black Watch," and re!:;Ïcled on a 
small estate calleù Dunùllrn, at the head of 
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Loch Erne, in Perth shire, Scotland. Robert 
had a son named Allan, who, after serving 
as a Lieutenant in the Third Regiment of 
Dragoons, attached himself to the famous 
corps of Queen's Rangers, and fought under 
Colonel Simcoe through the Revolutionary 
War. At the close of the struggle with the 
colonies the Rangers were disbanded, and 
many of them-Lieutenant Allan MacNab 
among the number-retired on half-pay, 
and took up their abode in Upper Canada, 
after their old Colonel's appointment to the 
Lieutenant-Governorship of that Province. 
Prior to that date, Lieutenant MacNab had 
married the youngest daughter of Captain 
William Napier, Commissioner of the port 
and harbour of Quebec. When Governor 
Simcoe arrived in Canada young Mac:N ab 
accompanied or followed him to Newark 
and took up his abode there, acting, for a 
time, as aide-de-camp to the Governor. The 
young half-pay officer remained at Newark 
for several years after Governor-Simcoe's 
departure from the Province, and it was 
during his residence there that the subject 
of this sketch was born, on the 19th of 
February, 179
. 
Soon after his birth his parents removed 
to York, the provincial capital, where the 
father for some time acted as a clerk in the 
office of the Provincial Secretary, Mr. Wil- 
liam Jarvis. The impecuniosity which at- 
tended the subject of this sketch all through 
his life came to him legitimately enough. 
His parents lived on the outside fringe of 
the aristocratic society of Little York in 
those early days, and entertained notions 
altogether beyond their means. They la- 
bourell under the combined disadvantages 
of ari..,tocratic tastes and prejudices, and a 
very insufficient income. The father was 
always in pecuniary difficulties, and was fre- 
quently subjected to the indignities which 
are the legitimate outcome of exubprant 
social idea<> and an empty exchequer. A 
short time before his removal to York he 
1- 


was imprisoned for debt in the Newark 
gaol, from which he contrived to make his 
escape on the night of the 1st of April, 1708, 
at which time his little son was not quite 
six weeks old. The sheriff' of the Niagara 
District notified the escape to the Upper 
Canadian public through the medium of an 
advertisement in the only newspaper pub- 
lished in the Province, the Upper Canada 
Gazette and UI'acle, and offered a reward of 
two hundred dollars for the apprehension 
of the fugitive. The latter was a personage 
who was neither a thing of beauty nor a joy 
forever. His unprepossessing appearance 
was proverbial among his acquaintances, 
and his unloveliness was clearly set forth 
in the advertisement, which described him 
as" Allan MacNab, a confined debtor 
a reduced lieutenant of horse, on the half- 
pay list of the late corps of Queen's Rangers; 
agetl thirty-eight years or thereabouts; five 
feet three inches high; fair complexion; 
light hair; red beard; much marked with 
the small-pox; the middle finger of one of 
his hands remarkable for an overgrown 
nail; round shouldered; stoops a little in 
walking; and although a native of the 
Highlands of Scotland, affects much, in 
speaking, the Irish dialect." Whcther these 
minute details sufficed to bring about the 
fugitive's recapture we have no means of 
knowing, but if so, his second term of cap- 
tivity must have been brief, for towalds the 
close of the year we find him residing with 
his family at Little York, and employed 
as a clerk by the abovenamed Mr. Jarvis. 
As his family increased his clerkship seems 
to have become wholly inaùequate for their 
support, and he was appointed to various 
subordinate positions of small emolument, 
including that of Sergeant-at-arms to the 
House of Assembly. As the years rolled 
by, and as his family grew up around him, 
he became somewhat more comfortable-or 
rather less uncomfortable-in his circum- 
stances, hut he was never free from debt, 
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and was frequently at his wits' end to pro- 
cure the necessaries of life for his family. 
The house in which he resided for many 
years before his death is still, or was re- 
cently standing, on King Street East, near 
the intcrsection of that thoroughfare with 
Queen Street, in the neighbourhood of the 
Don Bridge. He had several daughters, 
who were handsome, stately, anù very popu- 
lar in society, one of them being currently 
toasted as the belle of Little York. 
Allan MacNab's high-born kinsman, the 
Laird of MacNab, amI the Chief of the clan, 
emigrated to Upper Canada at an early 
period of the Pro\-incial history. He took 
up his abode in a romantic region on the 
Ottawa River, where he built an abode 
which he named Kinnell Lodge. The old 
(,hief, whose social and political ideas seem 
to have been about on a par with those of 
Roderick Dhu, was a frequent visitor at 
Little York, at which times ho al wa)"s so- 
journed with his relative at the above-men- 
tioned abode. He wa,> exceedingly proud 
of his handsome and queenly kinswomen, 
and used to accompany them in state to 
St. James's Church on the first day of the 
week. His garb on these occasions-a 
somewhat modified form of the Highland 
cObtume-was such a.., would have better 
befitted his native hills in Scotland than 
these western climes, awl made him the ob- 
served of all oLservers. It is said that on 
one occasion he entered the f'ourt of King's 
Bench at York, clad in this pecaliar cos- 
tume, while a trial was proceeding before 
the Chief Justice, Rir William Campbell. 
The haughty Gaël, like the famous Chief- 
tain to whom we have already compared 
him, seemed to "reck not if he stood on 
Highland heath or Holy Rood," anù kept 
his bonnct firmly planted un his head. It 
does not appear whether this proceeding on 
his part was due to a determination not to 
show deference to one of the clan Camphell. 
At any rate-so the story goes-he kept 
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his bonnet on all the time he remained. in 
Court; and when the Sheriff, by direction 
of the Chief Justice, requested him to un- 
cover, he replied that" The MacNab of Mac- 

 abs doffs his bonnet to no man." 
The childhood of the future baronet was 
spent in the :MacNab homestead on King 

treet alrea,ly referred to, which in those 
times was on the skirt of the forest which 
,>tretched far away northward to Lake Sim- 
coe. When he was nine years old he began 
to attend the Home District School.- We 
find no account of his having distinguished 
himself there, nor have we any information 
as to how long he remained. \Ve can readily 
believe the testimony of one of his fello\\"- 
students to the effect that he was a high- 
spirited, frolic,>ome boy, fond of play, and 
but little addicted to study. The next 
glimpse we catch of him is during the 
American invasion of York, towards the 
end of April, 1813. He was then fifteen 
years of age. It was a critical period in 
the history of the little capital of Upper 
Canada, and every one capable of bearing 
arms was expected to play the man. The 
two Allan MacXabs, father and son, needed 
no urging, and arrayed themselves side by 
side in defence of their "altars and their 
fires." We all know the sequel. The place 
was not in a condition to be successfully de- 
fended against the foe, and aftcr the blow- 
ing up of the magazine. and the death of 
Briga,lier-General Pike, the forces, under 
the command of Sir Roger H. Sheaffe, re- 
treated to Kingston, leaving the Llazing 
halls of the Legislature behind them. It 
does not appear that young Allan 
IacNab 
had any chance of striking a blow in the 
contest at this time, however good his will. 
He formed one of the ranks on the retrpat 
to Kingston. During the march he attract- 
ed the attention of the Comman,ler-in-Chief, 


.. It w.," opened in 180ï. under the "u"pices of Dr. 
Stuart, and young Allan )IacXab WM one of the fiht 
pUl'ik 
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by whose influence he was appointed to a 
midshipman's berth on boaI'll the W oTfc, the 
flag-ship of the Commodore, Sir James Lucas 
Yeo. In this capacity he accompanied the 
expedition to Sackett's Harbour, Genesee, 
and other places on the American side of 
Lake Ontario. During his brief naval career, 
which lasted about four months, he was 
always at his post, anli was several time!> 
commen,led for his strict attention to his 
duties. For some reason, however-proba- 
bly because promotion seemed afar off -he 
left the navy and joined the 100th Regi- 
ment, under Colonel-afterwards Major- 
Gpneral-John Murray, as a volunteer. On 
land service he seemed to be morf' in his 
native element, and he playe(l a gallant 
part in several exploits which marked the 
progress of h.ostilities. In the beginning of 
December, un:J, the Americans set fire to 
Newark, which was almost entirely con- 
sUIned. By way of retaliation for what was 
a wanton and uncalled-for piece of cruelty, 
Colonel Murray determine<<l upon the storm- 
ing and capture of Fort Niagara, on the 
AIJlerican side of the Niagara River. The 
determination was carried into effect on the 
night of the ltith of the month. The lJight 
was black as ink, and the thermometer was 
at zero. Then it wa" that young Allan )lac- 
Nab won his first spurs. He formed one of I 
the advanced guard of the five companies 
which, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton, 
were appointed to force the main gateway 
of the fort. The storming proved to be a I 
much tamer affair than had been anticipated I 
by the assailants. The resistance made wa" 
not very ,letermined, and the British were 
in possession of the fort before the entire 
garrison were awake. Allan MacNab:s share 
in the assault consisted of the cutting down 
of one of the sentinels. He hall a truly 
martial spirit, anù his demeanour on the 
occasion is saiJ to have excited the admira- 
tion of the regular troops, many of whom 
were veterans of a hundred fights. For his 
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gallantry on this occa"ion he was rewarded 
with an ensigncy in the Forty-ninth Regi- 
ment, and received special mention in the 
despatches. He continued in active service 
until the close of the war. On the night of 
the 20th of December-only eleven days af- 
ter the assault on Fort Niagara-he formed 
one of thp expedition under General Riall 
which set fire to Buffalo and Black Rock. 
'Vhen the campaign on the 
 iagara frontier 
was brought to a close for the season he pro- 
ceeded to )Iontreal, where he joined his new 
regiment. In September, UH4, he marched 
with the land force" under Sir George Pre- 
vost to the attack on Plattsburg, a village 
situated on the Saranac River, at its en- 
trance into Lake Champlain, and in the 
territory of the Fnited States. The place 
was at the same time besieged 1JY a British 
flutilla, under Commodore Downie, anJ if 
Sir George Prevost had been equal to his 
position there would have been a fair chanee 
of victory for the Canadian arms. As it 
was, we were defeated, both by land and 
water. Allan Mac:Nab was in the thick of 
the fight, and Was in one of the columns 
under Major-General Robinson which tried 
to force their way across the Saranac. Like 
a good many of his brother officers, he wa!> 
intensely <<lisgusted with the conduct of Sir 
George Prevost. It is even sai,l that in the 
first flush of his indignation he place!1 his 
foot upon the bla(Ie of his sword, snapped 
it in two, and ,leclared he would never again 
draw sword under such a leader.- There 
was however not much further occasion for 
his servicps at this time. After the procla- 
mation of pe'LCe the army was I'educed, and 
Allan 
lacNab, like scores of other young 
officers, was placed on the half-pay list. Awl 
&0 his active military career was for the 
timp brought to a close. 


* The same story is t"ld of other Briti<h officers after 
the defeat of Platt
burg. It is, however, quite in accord- 
:mce \\ ith the \\ ell-1.m)\\ 11 illll'etllo"itv ,)f Sir Allan :l\Iac- 
X aUs character. 
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He returned to the paternal home at 
Little York. He was nearly eighteen years 
of age, and as a military career was no 
longer feasible, it was high time for him to 
think about some means of earning a li\-eli- 
hood. He had the thews of an athlete, and 
if he haù devoted himself to some useful 
trade he would have found employment 
suited to hi..; intellectual level. But he had 
been traineù in a school where the belief 
was cherisheù that any man who earns his 
bread by manual labour is a personage t
 be 
patronized and looked down upon. Such, up 
to a time within the memory of the present 
generation, was the social philoso!Jhy cur- 
rent among the old Family Compact society 
of Little Y ork-a philosophy which would 
be simply outrageous if it were not so irre- 
sistibly ludicrous. Its lwlicrous element was 
intensified by the peculiar circumstances in 
which many of its professors stood. These 
hangers-oil of a narrow-Illimlea and for the 
most part illiterate clique: these proud and 
sensitive scions of a sort of ba...;tard aristoc- 
racy, were far too proud and high-born to 
earn an honest living by thc sweat of the 
brow. But then' were some of them who 
had-or appeared to have-no scruples 
about li\'ing on the fruits of the shame of 
their wives and daughters. At least oue of I 
them acted as an approveI' antI stant ling- I 
witness for a pruminent official. Hardly 
any of them turned as much into the pu hlic 
chest as he took out of it. Truly, it was a 
rare old society, that shiftles,> anll poverty- I 
stricken section of the aristocracy of Upper 
Canada. It was a gros&er anomaly than the I 
"prowd am] hawty suthener" of Artemu
 1 
Ward. Rem"eù amid such influences, it was 
not to be expected that young Allan 
Iac- 
Nab would voluntarily forfeit his ca<;te by 
learning a trade. He must embrace one 
uf the learned profession
. Which ( His 
choice was determined, not by any personal I 
inclination or native aptitude. His family 
influence was sufficient to procure for him 


a situation as copying-clerk in one of the 
Government offices. He wrote a good hand, 
awl wa" equal to the not very exacting åu- 
ties of such a position. The Hon. D'Arcy 
Boulton, Attorney-General of the Province, 
who had recentl,r returneù from confine- 
ment in a French prison, agreed to receive 
him as an articled clerk, and to permit him 
to retain his clerkship concurrently with 
the term of his articles. Unnecessary to 
say that the young man Ilid nut weaken his 
fine constitution hy severe study. Equal- 
ly unnecessary to say that he was unable 
to make his income square with his ex- 
pemliture. He displayed the true hereùi- 
tary genius, ana was always head over ears 
in debt. It is fair to say, however, that 
the difference between him anrl most of his 
comrades in this respect wa." only one of de- 
gree. Among the latter he wa<; a universal 
favourite, for he was always overflowing 
with high spirits, and ready to engage in 
any lark or "diversion" which suggested 
ito.;elf. He was much given to pIa) ing prac- 
tical jokes, but they" ere free from malice; 
anI] he does not seem at this perio,] to have 
had an enemy in the world-except, perhaps, 
himself. He was by no mcans ashamed of 
his chronic impecuniosity. On the contrary, 
he took a <;pecial delight in recounting the 
various shifts and Ilevices to which he wa" 
compelled to resort in on]er to avoid arrest; 
fur in those days, be it unùerstood, arrest on 
mesne process flourished in all its rigour. 
"This youth was doubtless de<;igned by des- 
tiny to move in the circles of fashion, for 
he's dipt in debt, and makes a merit of tell- 
ing it," says Doctor Pangloss. The tastes 
of Allan 
lacNab \\ere quite as exclusi\'e in 
this particular as erst were those of :Master 
Dick Ùowlas. But the creditor was not al- 
I ways to be bilked; the bailitf was not al- 
ways to be hooùwinked. As the years went 
by, our young frienl] became more and more 
embarras...ed, anll it was no uncommon state 
of atiiÚrs with him to be 'on the limits" At 
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a certain distance from the old gaul in those 
days, a succession of posts, painted blue, and 
tipped with a dab of white paint, extended 
round the populous part of our little capital, 
terminated at either extremity by the waters 
of the bay. These po
ts markell the bounds 
beyonù which no debtor who had given 
.. bail to the limits" was allowed to pass, on 
pain uf cluse confinement. It was frequent- 
ly noticed by Allan's young fricmls, when 
they were promenading the streets in his 
company, that he came to a sudùen halt at 
the .. hlue posts," amI retraced his steps. 
His perambulations were thus restricted 
within a somewhat limited radius. At such 
season
 he was often hard put to it to pass 
the time. He had few intellectual resources 
within himself, and books werp an abomina- 
tion to him. To relie\Te himself from the 
wearisome monotony of his position he at 
last tuok to carpentry-a pursuit for which 
he displayed much aptitude. What was at 
first taken up as a pastime erclong became 
a source of profit. He manufactured vari- 
ous useful articles, such 8.'3 panelle,l doors 
anù Yenetian shutters, for which he found a 
ready market; and in this way he was able 
to do something towanls extricating him- 
self from his pecuniary llifficulties. Still, he 
was afraid of losing caste if it should become 
known "in society" that he was earning 
money by base mechanical arts. Moreover, 
a
 he had never been regularly taught the 
trade of a carpenter there was a limit to his 
skill; and there was a corresponding limit 
to the demand for his wares. Erelong his 
occupation resembled that of the Moor of I 
Venice. Then he turneù his attention to 
theatricals, and performed various minor 
characters on the public stage. It is said 
that he lli&playeù some histrionic talent, an.l 
that he at one time contemplated taking 
permanently to the stage as a profession. 
Meanwhile, as we may reasonably infer, his 
legal 
tudies \\ ere not pursue.l with that 
close application which Themis demands 
l
_ 
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from her votaries. His outlook for the 
future was not very inspiriting. He was, 
however, a universal favourite, and took a 
sanguine view of things. No despondent 
word was ever heard to come from his lips. 
He never shirked his responsibilities, and 
in 1821 he took upon himself the serious 
responsibility of setting up a householù on 
hi
 own account. On the 6th of May in 
that year he married 
liss Elizabeth Brooke, 
a daughter of Lieutenant Daniel Brooke, of 
Toronto. This lady bore him a son and a 
daughter, and dieù in 1
2.j. It wa,> not till 
Michaelmas Term, 1826, that he succeeded 
in getting himself callell to the Bar. He 
then removeù to Hamilton, anù entered on 
the practice of his profession. Good law- 
yers were less numerous in those days than 
now, and his high spirits amI blutf, hearty 
manners, mure than atone.l for any intel- 
lectual shortcomings. He soon got together 
a consillerable business, and though he was 
probably seldom or never free from debt, 
there was a manifest improvement in his 
condition and prospects. 
Erelong an event occurred which gave a 
decided impulse to his fortunes. The Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, Sir .Tohn Colhorne (after- 
warùs Lorù Seaton) was exhibited in effigy 
in the streets of Hamilton.- During the 
en,>uing session of Parliament, Dr. Rolph 
Uluveù that a Committee should be appoint- 
ed to inquire into the circumstances of the 
outrage. The motion was carried, anll the 
Committee appointed. Among the witnesses 
SUlmlloneù to give eviùence was the subject 
of this sketch, who declined to testify, al- 
leging that he could not do so without im- 
plicating himself. Dr. Baldwin, father of 
Robert, accordingly moveù that the recalci- 
trant witness !Should be ùeclared guilty of 
contempt, and of a breach of Parliamentary 
privilege. This motion was also carried, anll 
the delillq\1Pnt was taken into custody by 
I the Sergeant-at-arms and brol\ght to the 
---- - - - 
* See Vol. II., p. 110. 
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Bar of the House, where he complained that I 
he had not been afforded a hearing. On 
motion of William Lyon )Iackenzie he was 
committed to gaol during the pleasure of 
the House. His imp,'isonment wa.., a mere 
formality, and of very brief duration, but 
it was the indirect means of making his 
future career. The Tory Party looked upon 
him a..., a martyr. The death of George 
IV., in 11-;:10, renflered a new election neces- 
salT, and it was determinpd that Allan 
MacX ab should be sent to Parliament as a 
recompense for the indignity he had en- 
dure,l. He was returnetl to the Assembly 
as one of the representath-es of the county 
of Wentworth. During the en
uing session 
he was appointed to move the hostile motion 
against William Lyon 
Iackenzie, by whose 
instrumentality he himself had heen com- 
mitted to gaol as abO\'e narrated. The pur- 
port of that motion, an,l its results, are 
detailed in the sketch devoted to Mr. Mac- 
kenzie's life. Allan Mac
ab, as was to he 
expected, wa" one of the most active spirits 
in all the subsequent measures of hostility 
against 
Iackenzie. He of course acted eon- 
sistently with the Tory Party. He often 
addressed the House, and ma.le a con..,i.lcr- 
able figure in it, but neithpr then nor at any 
subsequent time dill he exhihit any qualities 
of statesmanship. His speeches were very 
voluble and not ineffective, but they ne\'er 
rose above the veriest commonplace. In 
1:'..:17 he was elected Speaker to the Assem- 
bly, and presi,led during tlw summer session 
of that year. He retained the Speakership 
until the Parliament of Upper Canada was 
extinguished by the operation of the Act 
of enion. After sitting for Wentworth in 
three suece"sive Parliaments he wa<; re- 
turne,l for the town of Hamilton. 
Iean- 
while, however. another impetus had been 
given to his fortunes by the Rebellion. 
He seems to have kept up some sort of 
connection with military affairs ever "ince 
his retirement on half-pay after the cluse of 
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the War of 1812-'}'5. In IR2ï he held a 
commission in the Sixty-eighth Regiment. 
:\"0 sooner had the Rebellion fairly declared 
itself, in December, 1t;37, than he placed 
himself at the head of all the fo]]owers he 
could muster in Hamilton, and repaired to 
Toronto to the assistance of the Lieutenant- 
Governor. His" 
Ien of Gore," as they 
were christened, stood loyally by him, and 
after the rout of the insurgents at Mont- 
gomery's Tavern they accompanied him 
\\ estward to the London District, where 
the smouldering fires of rebellion were soon 
(luenched. They then repaired to the :ì\' i- 
agara frontier, l\lackenzie and his sympa- 
thizers having quartered themseh-es on 
Navy Island. To Allan )Iac
ab was as- 
signed the command of the Canadian land 
forces. the naval arrangements being under 
the direction of Lieutenant Drew. The 
project of cutting-out the Om'oZine is said 
to have originated with the former. At any 
rate he gave it his hearty coöperation, and 
the ill-fated steamer was set on tire and 
sent rushing over the mighty cataract be- 
low. After the" dwarfish war" haù been 
etfectually disposed of, Allan )Iac
ab re- 
ceive(l the honour of knighthood, and also 
the thanks of Her )Iajesty and of the Pru- 
\"incial Leg:islature. Henceforth he will be 
known to us as Sil' Allan )Iac
ab. 
His professional busines.., at Hamilton 
wa.., flourishing apace, anù he was soon 
afterwar.ls appointed a 
ucen's Counsel. 
By degrees, howe\'er, he continued to gi\'e 
more attention to his Legislative duties, 
and less to his law business, which wa.., 
largely deputeù to suborùinate hands. His 
return for Hamilton took place at the first 
election contest after the Union of the Pru\'- 
inces, upon which occa"ion he defeated the 
Hon. Samuel Bealey Harri...on, the Pro\"În- 
cial 
ecretary in the Government which 
had ju!'.t been formed un,lcr the ne\\ anler 
of things. He continued to repre,.,ent Ham- 
ilton until ]k.i7. Soon after the ('nion hE' 
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became leader of the Conservative Oppo- I 
sition. After the defeat of the first Bald- I 
win- Lafontaine Aflministration and the 
formation of the Provisional Government 
under Mr. Draper, Sir Allan was again 
elected to the Speaker's Chair. He held 
that office from the 2Hth of N uvember, 1844, 
to the 24th of February, 184K He again 
became leader of the Conservative Opposi- 
tion upon the accession to power of the 
')eeond Baldwin-Lafontaine Administration, 
and during the stormy debates on 1\1r. La- 
fontaine's Rebellion Losses Bill he distin- 
guished himself by his striflent vociferations 
about putting a premium on treason. It 
was not to be expecteel that a man of Sir 
Allan's intellectual conformation, who had 
mureover taken a prominent part in quelling 
the insurrection, should louk with compla- 
cency on )Ir. Lafontaine's famous measure. 
He even went to England, as the representa- 
tive of his Party, to invoke Imperial inter- 
fercnce. The Home Go\-ernment, howt'ver, 
in spite of a warm remonstrance from )Ir. 
Gladstone, supporte,l Lorll Elgin, anfl re- 
fusPcl to disallow the Bill, which accordingly 
became law. Sir Allan continued to direct 
the Parliamentary tactics of his Party until 
the defeat of the Hincks-Morin Government I 
in 1854, when he was entrusted hy Lord 
Elgin with the task of forming a new Ad- 
ministration. 'Vith the assistance of l\1r. 
Morin, he succeeded, in September, 111.>4, in 
forming the Coalition Ministry which is 
known by the names of its respecti\'c lead- 
ers. t;ir Allan represented the Upper Cana- 
flian section of the Cabinet, )1r. Morin the 
Lower Canadian sectiun. Sir Allan became 
Pres if lent of the Executive Council and I 
Minister of Agriculture. At the prcceding 
election he had signifieol that, as the voice 
of the country was loud anel distinct in fa- 
\'our of secularizing the Clergy Reserves, his 
Party would no longer opposc that measure. 
It thercfore fell to the lot of his Adminis- 
tration to set that long disputed question at 


rest. His tenure of office was marked by 
other important legislation. The Seigniorial 
Tenure was abolished. and a Treaty of Reci- 
procity was negotiated with the Unitefl 
States. The active spirit in the Cabinet, 
howe\'er, was not Sir Allan )1acN ab, but 
the Attorney-General \\Test, the present 
ir 
John A. MacdOllahl. Rir Allan wa.') past 
his prime, and the energy for which he had 
once heen conspicuous was very perceptibly 
climinished. He sllfferecl from repeated at- 
tacks of gout, and was sometimes unable to 
take any part in public affairs. (Tpon his 
active lieutenant devolved the lion's share 
of negotiations, and in 
Iay, 18.j(ì, Sir Allan 
retired from the Administration. The doc- 
trine of the survival of the fittest thus re- 
ceivell another exemplification. Sir Allan 
lpft the Cabinet with no good will, and it is 
lÌoubtful if he ever quite forga\-e the am- 
bitious statesman who hafl supplanted him 
in the leadership of his Party. The time 
was past, however, when Sir Allan's patron- 
age could seriously affect the fortunes of 
anyone who had the ear of the Assembly. 
The position to which l\Ir. )1acdonahl then 
succeeded hf' has ever since retained. 

ir Allan, on retiring from office, was 
created a baronet. In 18:J7, a short time 
before the dissolution of Parliament, he re- 
signed his seat in the House, and is.')uefl an 
address to his constituents in Hamilton, in 
which he assigned ill-health as a reason for 
his retirement from public life. He repaired 
to England, with the intention of perJlla- 
nently residing there, and in the hope of 
regaining the enviable condition of health 
which had once been his. But he was at 
this time rapidly nearing his sixtieth year, 
and it was not to be expected that he would 
ever again recover the vigour of his youth. 
There was, however, 11 marked improvement 
in his symptoms, and for a time it seemed 
not unlikely that he might luxuriate in a 
green old age. He took up his abode un 
the south coast, near Brighton, anù the soft 
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breezes of that beautiful region worked 
wonders on hi" flame. In the spring of 
18,')9 he wrote to a friend in Toronto that 
he felt as young as ever, and ready for any 
amount of hanl work. At the general elec- 
tion for the House of Commons held in that 
year he offered himself as a candidate for 
the town of Brighton, a.<; a supporter of the 
late Lord Derby's Administration, in oppo- 
sition to Vice-Admiral Pechell, of Alton 
House, Hampshire. The re'>ult was what 
might have been expected. Sir Allan \\"a,> 
an unknown man, bearing an unfamiliar 
patronymic. His opponent was an English 
baronet whose family had been known in 
the south of England for more than a cen- 
tury. TIle latter's agent hy some mean,> ob- 
tained pos...essiun of a copy of the printed 
address, already referred to, which had been 
issued by Sir Allan to his constituents in 
Hamilton in October, 1857, and of course 
made the most of it for election purposes 
It appeared from the terms of the address 
that the member for Hamilton had with- 
dm" n from public life on account of the 
infirm state of hi... health. It was argued 
by \ïce-Afhlliral Pechell's supporters that 
if the Canadian baronet's health did not 
permit him to represent a constituency in 
the colonial Legislature it would certain I) 
not permit him to fitly represent such an 
important constituency as DI ighton in the 
Imperial HOllse of Commons. .No allow 
ance wa.'3 made for the fact that his healtll 
had in the interim materially imprO\-ed. He 
was beaten, amI he soon after lJIade up his 
mind to return to the land of llis hirth. He 
came back in the spring of H)(j(). Scarcely 
had he reachell his home in Hamilton when 
he was again prostratetl by a sharp attach. 
of his old enemy, the gout. While he was 
cuntined to his roum by this painful malady, 
Colonel Prince, who rcpre
ented the West- 
ern Division in the Legislative Council, ac- 
cepted the position of J udgc of the J >istrict 
of Alguma. The representatiun of the \r e
t- 
IV-12 
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ern Division was thus left vac'tnt, and a 
deputation waited on Sir Allan with a re- 
quest that he would become a cancIidate 
He temporarily rallied at the news, and at 
once repaired to Sanflwich to caITY on the 
campaign, but was partially stricken down 
again on the journey, and had to be carried 
from his bed to the hustings to deliver his 
speech. N otwithstamling his physical dis- 
abilities, he was returned by a majority of 
twenty-six votes. A partial reconciliation 
about the same time took place between 
him and his old lieutenant., the Hon. John 
Â. )[acdonald. From this time forward 
honours flowed in upon him thick anrl fa<;t. 
During his sQjourn in Englanrl he had been 
consulted by the Home Mini<;try on the sub- 
ject of the colonial defences, and, in recolll- 
pf'nse for the advice then given. he now re- 
ceiverl the honorary rank of a Colonel in 
the British army. He \Va,> also appointed 
an honorary Aide-de-Camp to the Queen, in 
which capacity he attemled the Prince of 
\Vales in his prugrf'ss through Canada in 
the autumn of I t-;ün. At the opening uf the 
session in I 
(j:2 he was chosen as the first 
elective Speaker of the Legislatin
 Council 
by a majority of three votes O\'er the present 
Sir Alexander Campbell. It wa,> 1:>oon ap- 
parent, however, that he was physically un- 
equal to the Iluties of that office. He was 
perpetually harassed hy attacks of gout, and 
was sometime... completely prostrated bye'..- 
cessive \\eakness. Towards the close of the 
session he dill not attempt to presi,le over 
the proceeding'> of tIle ('uuncil, and when 
the prorogation took place in June, he malle 
the best of his way home to Hamilton. 
Befure referring to the" la;;t scene uf all," 
it will he well to take a Lrief glance at some 
of :-'ir Allan's private altairs. Reference has 
been made to a '3011 who wa1:> born to him by 
his first wife Thi
 
un died in IS:H, and 
as Sir Allan ne\'el' hafl another son there 
wa,; no heir to the baronetcy. He also had 
I a daughter ,named Ann .fane) hy his first 
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wife, who in 11:)49 married As,>istant Com- 
missary-General Davenport. In 18H Sir 
Allan contracted a second marriage with 

Iiss 
Iary Stuart, eldest dau
hter of the 
Sheriff of the Johnstown District. By this 
lady, who clied in IS4-6, he had two daugh- 
ters. The elde
t (Suphia) was married, in 
1855, to the Right Hon. William Coutts 
Keppel, Viscount Bury, who sits in the 
House of Lords a.,> Baron Ashford, and who 
i,., the heir-apparent to the Earldom of Al- 
bemarle. At the time of the Viscount's 
marriage to 
Iiss lIIacN ab he held the post 
of Civil Secretary in Canada, and in 1878 
\Va.,> appointell U niler-Secretary for \Var. 
He has a son and heir, so that Sir Allan 
\IacN ab's blood flows in the vein,> of an 
embryo English peer. Sir Allan's second 
daughter (Mary Stuart) was manied, in 
1861, to a son of the Hon. Sir Dominick 
Daly, a sketch of whose life appears in the 
third volume of this series. 
Notwithstanding his success in his pro- 
fe,>sion, in Parliament, and elsewhere, Sir 
Allan MacNab's bêle 'iJOiJ' of impecuniosity 
never left him entirely at peace. His ex- 
pemlitnre was always lavish, and always in 
excess of his income. Reference has Leen 
made to the devices to which he was com- 
pelled to re
ort in the early part of his ca- 
reer in order to stave off his importunate 
creditors. In the later phases of his life he 
was ellually ingenious, though the devices 
assumeù a different shape. This state of 
affairs never affected his spirits. It was 
jestingly said by his friends that ilebt \Va,> 
his normal condition, and that if by any 
chance he coulll he set pecuniarily straight 
with the world he woulil die of the shock. 
At any rate he was to the la<;t fond of joking 
about hi.. po\'erty. In one respect he re- 
sembled a much more celebrated man-the 
inimitable Mr. Wilkin<; 11icawber. As soon 
as he hacl settled an account by giving a 
bill or note for the amount he honestly con- 
sidereù that there was an end of the matter 


Sometimes a pertinacious creditor would 
haunt his footsteps from day to day till, 
wearied, like the unjust judge in Scripture, 
by continual importunity, the Ilebtor would 
propose to give a bill at three months for 
the amount. Upon his proposition being 
accepted he would lean hack in his chair 
with a gratRful sense of relief, and exclaim, 
"Thank Heaven, that job's done." To do 
him justice, we do not believe he was in- 
tentionally dishonest. He simply had no 
capacity for regulating his finances. He 
was mUreoyer liberal and generous to his 
friends and the poor. Creditors might howl 
round his door as long as they pleased; their 
how lings never found a way to his heart. 
But if a personal friend stood in need of 
material aid, he seldom appealed to Sir Allan 
in vain. The man who coul,l not find the 
wherewithal to pay his own butcher's hill 
could always contIive to scrape together a 
liberal trifle if an appeal was made to his 
sympathies for charity. N or do we believe 
that this sort of thing was a mere Lid for 
popularity. Sir Allan was a kind-hearted 
man, who liked to see everybody happy 
about him-and who liked to be happy 
himself, as indeed he generally wa." except 
when he had the gout. His expenses were 
large. Dundurn, his place at Hamilton, 
named in honour of the ancestral estate at 
the head of Loch Erne, was acquired during 
his career in Parliament. It was, for the 
times, a lordly mansion, amI was thronged 
by aristocratic visitors all the year round. 
It was not his custom to stint his hospi- 
tality, and he always entertained his guests 
in a lordly fashion. During the la<;t few 
ypars of his life he kept a somewhat stricter 
guarll over his outlay, but the habits of a 
lifetime are not to be conquel'ed in old age, 
unless by a man of much strongcr will than 
Sir Allan was. Debt and duns pursued him 
to the end. 
The enil was very near at the time of the 
adjournment of the session in June, 1862. 
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It may be said indeed that he only returned 
home to die, for six short weeks were all 
that remained to him of life. He seemed 
to recover strength for a while after his 
arrival at home. 'Vhen intelligence reached 
him of the death of his old friend the Hon. 
William Hamilton Merritt, on the 6th of 
July, he exerted himself sufficiently to at- 
tend the funeral at St. Catharines, and to 
act as one of the pall bearer
. Mr. Merritt's 
death left a vacancy in the representation 
uf the Niagara District in the Legislative 
Council, and Sir Allan, as Speaker, j,.,slied 
his warrant for a new election. This was his 
la-.t public act. Ân attack of gout, sharper 
than any to which he had previously been 
subjected, came on towards the close of July 
and it wa.'3 soon evident that it would be the 
last. He lingered till the 8th of Augu
t, 
when his spirit pa.<;:-,ed away. 
The extraonlinary circum<;tances which 
followed his death are still well remembered 
by many readers of these pages. Sir Allan 
had been a life-long member of the Church 
of England, and was wont to e'..hiLit as 
much zeal for the forms and ritual of that 
Church as could be expected from a man of 
his mental con<;titution. The breath had 
not left his body many hours before start- 
ling reports began to creep into circulation 
about interference by the Roman Catholic 
clergy during his last moments. It"\\ as 
haid that Sir Allan's clergyman, the Rev. 
Mr. Gedtles, of Christ Church, was excluded 
from his bedside, and that baptism, con- 
íÌrmation and extreme unction had been 
administered by Bishop Farrell and his 
as
istants, while Rir Allan was insensible. 
The information, at first confined to a few 
persons, was on the following Sunday made 
known to the public by 1\1r. Geddes himself 
from the pulpit. " Our dear old friend, Sir 
Allan .MacN ab, is no more," said the reverend 
gentlemau. .. You have all heard the sad 
announcement, and it has stirred the feel- 
ings of your inmost hearts. His \ enerable 
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I form, his manly, honest countenance, beam- 
ing with kindness and benignity, have been 
long familiar to us. For seven and twenty 
years he has worshipped with this congre- 
gation. But a few short weeks ago he knelt 
with us at the table of the Lord. He was 
here present in his place the la.<;t 
unday but 
one before his fatal illness. He received my 
spiritual administrations on Thursday. I 
was denied ac
ess to him, although I made 
three ineffectual attempts, at one, five, and 
half-pa<;t nine, a.m. On Friday morning, I 
was informed, on calling at his residence, 
that he had become a good Catholic, and 
had been received into the bosom of the 
Romish Church. Had this been the case, 
he who prided him"eJf upon his consistency 
in all his political life is made to he guilty 
of the grossest inconsistency at the most 
solemn period of hi<; existence; he who 
prided himself upon his hone;;t, manly, 
straightforward, fearless expression of hib 
sentiments, is made to act the coward or 
the hypocrite. Oh, foul blot upon a fair 
escutcheon !-dark stigma upon a dear and 
honoured being! For the sati
faction, how- 
ever, of his old and familiar friends-for 
the sati'3factÍon of this congregation, and of 
the whole cOlUulUnity, I now solemnly de- 
clare to you from this sacred place, that 
on Friday morning, about half-past nine 
o'clock, in his clear and lucid moments, in 
the presence of credihJe witnesses, our demo 
lIe parted friend solemnly expl'essed to me, 
on his dying bed, his desire to die in the 
pure and refol'nled faith of the Church of 
England. And yet, can it be belic\-Cfl, that 
as effort" were made to suhvert his soul, so 
it is to be apprehended that attempts are 
being matle to secure for his botly Romish 
burial? And I ha\'e been notified by a 
near relative of the tlecea-.ed that I am not 
to officiate at the funeral of my ,leal' and 
valued parishioner and friend." 
The explanation of this singular story is 
not tlifficult to find. For SUllie years before 
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his death Sir Allan had afforded a home 
and shelter to his sister-in-law, the widow 
of his brother David. This lacly, who ac- 
quired great inflnf'nce over the baronet in 
his declining years, and took charge of his 
household-he had been a widower e\'er 
since IH4G-was a zealous member of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Her influencE' 
was exerted-and doubtlesq conscientiously 
exerted-at a time when Sir Allan was in 
no condition to re&ist her appeals. The 
entire Protestant commnnity in Hamilton, 
however, were stirred to their inmost 
depths. It was alleged that at the time 
when the rites of the Ronlish Church were 
administered to him he was utterly nncun- 
scious of what waq passing arounll him. 
Fnder such circumstances, it was said, the 
administration of any religious rite requir- 
ing, to make it complete, the active volition 
of the person receiving it, must be regarded 
in the light of a mere mockery. The lady 
and the prelate did not sit down quietly 
under the countless taunts and accusations 
to which they were subjected. It was 
alleged on their behalf that the deceased, 
while in the pOl'>session of all his mental 
faculties, consciously, anti. of his own free 
will, entered the Roman Catholic Church. 
Upon Mrs. MacNab and 
ishop Farrell, it 
was claimed, no responsibility rested except 
that of having faithfully carried out the 
dying baronet's wishes. It was represented 
that Sir Allan had some months previously, 
while in the po.'Isession of perfect health, 
promised the Bishop that he would join the 
Catholic Church, and that in its fold he 
intended to die. It was further alleged that 
on the first or second day of the illness 
which terminated in his death, hefore he or 
any of his frienùs anticipated any serious 
results, he had said to one of his most inti- 
mate friends, "I am about to take an im- 
portant step." When Bishop Farrell call ell 
on him as a fdend, during his illness, he 
(the Bishop) was, accOl'ding to his own ac- 


count, remindecl by Sir Allan of the promise 
made several months before, and Sir Allan 
there and then expressed his intention of 
redeeming it. On Thmsllay, at hi" own 
special request, Bishop Farrell alleged, he 
(the Bishop) v. as called in, and received the 
penitent into the Roman Catholic Chm'ch 
with the usual ceremonies, and administered 
to him the sacraments which that Church 
provides for those at the point of death. 
Sir Allan-so said the lady and the priest 
-wac;; in the full possession of his mental 
faculties, and clearly conscious of what he 
was doing, and after his admission into the 
Roman Catholic Church he on no occasion, 
while in a state of con'lciousness, expressed 
himself as dying in the Protestant faith. 
This, however, did not sati8fy the public. 
The Toronto Gl()he was at that time the 
especial champion of Protestantism in west- 
ern Canada, and was greatly scandalized by 
these proceedings. It spoke with an un- 
mistakable frankness, and characterized the 
performance of the rites by Bishop Farrell 
8.'3 an outrage of the grossest kind. Com- 
menting upon the defence set up, it ex- 
pressed its entire disbelief in the story. 
" We do not believe," said the Ulobe, "that 
Sir Allan 
lacNab told Bishop Farrell (not 
by any means a careful or scrupulous man, 
by the way,) that he would join the Church 
and die in its fold. We do not believe that 
he said thi8, amI afterwards took the C01O- 
munion in the Church of England, and regu- 
larly attended its services. As to the vague 
statement that Sir Allan said he was about 
to take an important step, and the deduction 
that the step referred to was his adhesion 
to the Church of Rome, they are hardly 
worthy of notice, except to show that those 
who urge them lack evidence to establish 
their case. If they can prove that on 
Thursday, Sir Allan, while in full po::;.<;es- 
sion uf his faculties, sent for Bishop Fan'ell, 
and while still conscious, took the CO Il I1UU- J 
nion from him, there is no need to fall back 



THE HO
. SIR ALLA
 NAPIER l\fA('
 A.B, BART. 


upon vague remarks by Sir Allan to his 
friends." 
Upon opening the will it wao;; foun,} that 
Mr. T. C. Street and 
lrs. 
lacXab were 
named executor and executrix. Mr. Street 
declinell to act, and Mrs. MacNab became 
mistress of the Rituation. She declared her 
desire that the deceased should be buried 
accOl'ding to the rites of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church. 
lr. Juhn Hillyard Cameron, 
who was present, gave it 8.'3 his opinion 
that, as executrix, 
lrs. MacNab could claim 
possession of the coffin, shroud, and other 
articles enclosing the body, amI as the body 
could not be buried without them, it conse- 
quently, by law, became the right of 
Irs. 
)lac
ab to have the body interred as she 
deemed proper. It was soon known among 
the gentlemen assembled in the hall and 
cham bers, that Sir Allan was to be buried 
acconling to the rites of the Roman Catholic 
Church and lllany hurriedly left the housp. 
In a few minutes, not half-a-dozen person" 
were left standing in the hall. Chief J us- 
tice 11cLean, Chief Justice Draper, the Hon. 


I 
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Mr. Cameron, Chancellor Vankoughnet, and 
other gentlemen who had cOlDe by train from 
Torunto specially to atteird the funeral, left 
in the carriages by which they had come. 
The sisters and other friends of the deceased 
were compelled to stand aside, and see their 
relati ve and friend carried beyond their 
I reach. The general public also declined to 
participate in the ceremonies, and but a 
few indi\-iduals paid the last tribute of re- 
spect to their deceased friend. All appeared 
sad, and many said it was scandalous to bury 
a gentlpman as a Roman Catholic who had 
all his life been known for a Protestant. It 
was at one time feared that there would 
be a riot, and the 
layor was requested to 
swear in a pos,,"e of special constables. The 
day passed off, however, without any ùis- 
turbance, ami 11rs. David MacNab and 
Bishop Farrell had it all their own way. 
The deceased baronet was buried in Roman 
Catholic ground, and according to Roman 
Cathulic rites. A nù thus the curtain fell 
over the last obsequies of 
ir Allan Napier 

lac
ab, of Dundurn. 
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T HE Rev. Dr. Crawley, Professor of 
 ew l 
Testament exegesis, and Principal of 
the Theological Faculty of Acadia College, 
N ova Scotia, was born at Ipswich, in the 
county of Suffolk, England, on the 20th of 
January, 17 !) !I. He ha<; accordingly reached 
the gl'eat age of fourscore and two years. 
Like the heroic prophet, law-giver, amI 
leader of old, his eye is not dimmed, and it 
can almo<;t be said that his natural strength 
is not abated. His father, Captain Thoma" 
Crawley, R.
., wa.,> the eldest son of a 
family long resident at Ipswich. His mother 
was a daughter of the late Mr. Birnal, of I 
London. Her brother, Ralph Birnal, for 
many years, and till his death, represented 
in Parliament the city of Rochester, Kent. I 
The subject of this sketch was still a child 
when his father removed to Sydney, Cape 
Bl'eton, to fill an office in the Government 
of that island before its annexation to Nova 
Scotia. Sydney was then the scene of a 
miniature "court," and though the town 
was small and the population of the island 
sparse, there was not a little life and vigour 
manifested in the capital, especially in the 
summer seasun, when its beautiful harbour 
was frequented by ships of all nations. The 
world on which his boyish eyes most fre- 
quently rested embraced in the foregrounù 
the harbour, sheltered from every wind that 
bluws, anù in the background leagues of 
virgin fore<;t on one hand, and on the other 
vast reaches of the lunely Atlantic. 


Schools were few and of very inferior 
qnality in those days in Cape Bl'eton, but 
Syùney was not without its advantages, 
and by means of the public school, supple- 
mented by private instruction, young Craw- 
ley, when he was seventeen years of age, 
was qualified to matriculate in King's. Col- 
lege, "Ïnclsor, the only college then in the 
:\[aritime Provinces. Here he made rapid 
progress, and won distinction in all his 
classes. In due course he received the de- 
grees of A.E. and :\r.A. He studieù law 
under the late James 'V. Johnston, suh<;e- 
qucntly .Judge in Equity, and was called to 
the Bar of Nova Scotia and also of New 
Brun<;wick in 1822. He practised his pro- 
fession with marked success, and a brilliant 
career was, humanly speaking. certain. 
Fifty-five years ago the Rev. J. T. Twi- 
ning, then curate of St. Paul's ChUl'ch, Hali- 
fax, of which the late Bishop Inglis "as 
Rector, commenced to preach with earnest- 
ness the doctrines held by the Evangelical 
school in the Church of England. The con- 
gregation were delighted with the young 
preacher and his doctrines, but the Bishop 
was so dissatisfied with both the doctrines 
and the man that he dismissed Mr. Twi- 
ning from the curacy. Mr. Twining anù his 
friends, embracing three-fourths of the con- 
gregation, set up separate services which 
were exceedingly popular. A church was 
erected, and it wa<; hoped that connection 
with the Anglican Church could be main- 
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tained. The opposition of the Bishop, how- 
ever, was so keen and so efJpctive that no 
alternative was left to preacher or people 
but to become .. Dissenters," or to return 
to full conformity. Mr. Twining \Va<; ap- 
pointed Garrison Chaplain, and a very large 
majority of those who had left St. Paul's 
with him quietly retraced their steps. 
Some, however, became Baptists, and these 
formed the nucleus of an influential Baptist 
Church, that of Granville Street, Halifax. 
)[r, Cmwley's parents belonged to the 
Church of England, and he regarded himself 
as connected with that Body until lK28, 
when he joined the Baptist Church, Halifax 
-the Granville Street Church already re- 
ferred to. He was quickly recognized as 
one of the learlers of the Church, and became 
closely associated with such men as .James 
W. Johnston, J. W. Rutting, John Ferguson 
and others whose influence was quickly felt 
throughout the whole denomination in the 
)laritime Provinces. Shortly after identi- 
fying himself with the Baptists, :\Ir. Craw- 
ley gave up the practice of law and de- 
voterl himself to the ministry of the Gos- 
pel. He spent a year at Andover Seminary, 
11a.<;<;achusetts, a<; a resident graduate, at- 
temlin
 the lectures of :\Ioses Stuart, at that 
time facile p,'ínceps of Americnn exegete<; 
and theulogians. He was appointed agent 
for collecting funds for the ,.;upport of \Y olf- 
ville Acaelemy, and in following up his work 
he travelled extensively throughout the At- 
lantic States of America, and also \'isited 
England and 8cotland. The era of large 
gift.<; for educational purpose... had not then 
arri\'ccl, but by hard work amI eloquent per- 
suasion 
Ir. Crawley collected a very hand- 
some amount. The institution for which 
he thus toiled wa,> to some extent his own 
creation. In I h

 he, a.<; one of the dele- 
gates to the Baptist A..;sociation at Horton, 
propo'ied the formation of the Baptist EIlu- 
cation 
ociety for the purpose of found- 
ing amI supporting, first an academy at I 


Horton, and then a college The Bap- 
tist As,>ociation of 1828 was co-extensin 
with the Convention of 1880. It will 
be oh..erved therefore that the Education 
80ciety was intenelerl to represent the whole 
denomination in the )laritime Provinces. 
The proposal of :\11'. Crawley was cordially 
I accepted. anel the result was the almost 
immediate establishment of an academy, 
and, by and by, the erection of Acadia Col- 
lege. The desirableness of having an edu- 
cated ministry for the churches was fully 
recognizee I, and the Baptist denomination 
under the leadership of Mr. Crawley and 
men of kindrerl spirit contended earnestly 
and successfully for the advancement of 
education in general, from the primary 
school up to the college. 
In 18:31 Dr. Crawley became pastor of 
Granville 
treet Baptist Church, Halifax, 
a position which he filled with preëminent 
success. His discouri"es bore the impres..; of 
a thoroughly logical and philosophical mind. 
They were well ordered, accurate and pre- 
cise. His language wa<; withal poetical, 
giving expression to the feelings of a warm, 
generous and philanthropic heart. His elo- 
cution was Illo!'.t effective; his voice fle...:ible 
and musical, adapting it
elf easily to the 
grand, the pathetic-in fact, to En-cry shade 
of thought and emotion. His sympathies 
an.l feelings were deep, tender, and fervid. 
Tears often streamed down his checks while 
dilating upon affecting themes. His ser- 
mons were always carefully prepared awl 
I he ne\'er indulged in the mindless fluency 
of speech too often mistaken for eloquence. 
His prayers were e-..;:temporaneous. anel they 
were remarkaLle as imp,'essing the congre- 
gation with a sense of the petitioner being 
alone with Goel. He seemeel as if his whole 
heart amI soul were set free in the exercise 
I of humolf> wor;;hip. Large congregatiuns 
I crowded to hear him, and his preaching was 
by far the most popular ami. powerful in 
the city. 
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In 1840 he took the Chair of Moral and 
Intellectual Philosophy in Acadia College- 
entering thus upon a field which was attrac- 
tive and congenial, and which he was well 
fitted to cultivate with success. A battle 
hall been fought anfl won in Nova Scotia 
for denominational colleges, and in this bat- 
tle Dr. Crawley took an active and influen- 
tial part. He now became identified more 
closely than ever with a denominational 
college; but he ne\'er was, ne\'er could be, 
a mere sectarian. His mint I wa." of a high 
order, and it was thoroughly cultivated. 
His acquaintance with music, sculpture and 
painting was remarkable in a lllan of his 
limited opportunities. As a Profe,,;sor he also 
excelled. He at once won, and never could 
lose, the entire confidence and respect of the 
students. These feelings speedily ripened 
into an admiration bordering on idolatry. In 
after life the student." never felt that they 
had o\'erestimated the man, but that they 
had overworshipped him. In thf' lecture 
room he was dignified and almost regal, but 
he never forgot to be cuurteous and kind 
to all. He un,Ierstood young men, led them 
along naturally, easily mastering and con- 
trolling their prejmlices, amI impressing 
them with a profound sense of the nobility 
of a well-spent life. The Professor must 
ever be himself a student, and Dr. Crawley 
recognized the fact, and kept well ahreast 
of the thought and literature of his sub- 
jects. 
In lK47 Dr. Crawley returned to the pas- 
torate of Granville Street ( 'hurch, and con- 
tinued therein with his wonted vigour and 
succeso.; until lR.')2, when he again accepted 
the Chair of Moral 
cience, together with 
the Presitlency of the Colh'ge at Wolfville. 
These chang":;, we may remark, wel'e not 
made from any dissatisfactiun on either side, 
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but from the pressing need of help now at 
this point, anti now at that, in the infant 
state of education in the Baptist denomi- 
nation, and in the early history of their 
churches in the Maritime Pruvinces. The 
degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred 
upon him by Brown University, Providence, 
Rhode Islaml. 
The name of Dr. Crawley is honullrahly 
associated with the religious press, as well 
a'S with the college of the Baptist denomina- 
tion. Fp to the year l:;:t') a bi-monthly 
magazine was deemed sufficient as a means 
of cOlIJmunication among the churches. At 
a meeting of the Association held at Fred- 
ericton in that year, Dr. Crawley proposed 
that a weekly religiou'S newspaper be estab- 
lished in place of the magazine. The propo- 
sition wa.'3 cordially adopted, and the Clu'is- 
tian l1Ies8(,ll[jfT was the result. Previously 
to this Jate a weekly paper was i'õsueJ for 
a short time in connection with the Church 
of England, but it was discontinued. The 
Baptist paper ha.'3 continued to flourish, and 
is the uldest -religious journal in the )Iari- 
time Provinces. 
In 18:).') Dr. Crawley, much to the regret 
of the friends of Acaclia College, resigned 
his pusition in connection with it, for reasons 
wholly pri vate, anJ became at different times 
engaged in several educational situations in 
the United States-first in Ohio, an.} after- 
wards in South Carolina. In 18t;(ì he re- 
newe.} his connection with Acadia College 
by accepting the Chair of Rhetoric anti 
Logic. In lK7H he relimluisheJ that Chair 
for th(' now more congenial one of Exegesis 
of the G,'eek New Testament, with the 
Principalship of the Theological Depart- 
ment of the College. This position Dr. 
("rawley now holt Is, anti its Juties he dis- 
charges with distinguished success. 
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T HE late Chief Justice Harrison afforded 
a striking exemplification of the power 
of work. His native intellectual powers 
were above the average, but he was far less 
brilliant than were some of his contempo- 
raries at the Canadian Bar who have not 
attained to anything approaching an equal 
degree of professional eminence. His in- 
dustry and steadiness of purpose were the 
qualities mainly instrumental in placing I 
him in the proud all/I honourable position 
which he attained. His capacity for steady, 
continuous, hard labour has probably ne\-er 
been surpassed by any lawyer in this coun- 
try, and in his case it has left ahundant I I 
traces behind it. 
He was the eldest son of the late :\11'. 
Richard Harrison, formerly of Skegan-ey, 
in the county of 
[onaghan, Ireland, by his 
marriag
 with 
[iss Frances Butler, of New- 
ton Butler, in the county of Fermanagh. 
H(. was born at Montreal on the 3rd of 
August, 11:)33, but his parents removed to 
the township of 
[arkham, in the county of 
York, within a fe\\ months after his birth. 
While he wa,> still a mere child the family 
removed from Markham to Toronto, where 
he wa<.: destined to spend the greater p1Lrt 
of his life. He received hi!> educatiun, first 
at Cpper Canada College, and afterwanls 
at the University of Trinity College, To- 
ronto, where lie took his degree of B.c.L. 
in 1H-i5, and that of n.c.L. about four years 
later. Having fixed upon thf' law as his 
IV-13 


I profession, he entered the office of 1fessrs. 
Robinson & Allan as a law student when 
he W8.'> in his seventeenth year. When he 
was about eighteen, and had been less 
than two years a student, he commenced 
the compilation of a work which was des- 
tine!l to make his name known to every 
lawyer in the country. This work was "A 
Digest of all Casf's determined in the Queen's 
Bench and Practice Courts of Upper Canada, 
from 1843 to 18:>1, inclusive." He wa,> 
about a year in writing and compiling the 
work, and nearly as long in passing it 
through the press. Being a young law 
student, unknown to the profession, his 
" Digest" was published under the super- 
\"Ísion of )fr. ,now Sir) James Lukin Rob- 
I inson, who was then the authorized re- 
porter to the Court of Queen's Bench. The 
work was publi'>hed in the joint names of 
'Robinson & Han'i<;on," and is known to 
the profession 8.'> "Robin<;on k, Harrison's 
Digest:' It was most successful, and, 
8... has been intimated, brought Mr. Harri- 
son's name prominently before the legal 
profe....'>ion. This \Va<; the only legal work 
he wrote during the time he \Va<; a law 
student, thuugh he was a frequent contrib- 
utor to the magazines and newspapers of 
the day. It was during his student days 
also that he first aspired to Pni\'ersity 
honours. He enterel{ the l.Tniversity uf 
Turonto, in the Law Faculty, but subse- 
quently migrated to Trinity College. He 
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did not receive his Bachelor's rlegree, as 
above mentioned, until a short time suhse- 
quent to his call'to the Bar in 18:)5. He 
was also a prominent member of the To- 
ronto Literary and Dehating Society, anrl 
of the Osgoo(le Club. In 185:3 he trans- 
ferred his services to the office of Messrs. 
Crawford &, Hagarty, then perhaps the 
learling law firm of the Province, thf' lUem- 
bel's whereof were the late Lieutenant-Gov. 
ernor of Ontario, and the present Chief 
Justice of the Court of Queen's Bench for 
Ontario. During the following ypar he re- 
received an appointment ill the \Vestern 
Branch of the Crown Law Department for 
Upper Canada, as Chief Clerk, or Deputy 
to the Attorney-General. The selection wa>. 
made by the late Hon. John Ross, who wal-> 
then Attorney-General, and was confirmed 
by his successor in office. the Hon. (now 
Sir) John A. Macdonald. This appoint- 
Illent rendered necessary the removal of the 
appointee from Toronto to Quebec, whieh 
was for the time then being the seat of 
Government. He was absent about a year, 
when he l'eturned with the Government to 
Toronto. 
In Michaelmas Term, 18.')5, he was called 
to the Bal' "with honours," and being the 
first so called, under the new rules which 
had then just come into operation, he was 
warmly congratulaterl by the late :Mr. Rohert 
Baldwin, who was then Trea-;urer of the 
Law Society. He began practice at the 
Bar in Toronto, and from the very outset 
harl an abundance of clients. He ha,) 
meanwhile kept up his contributions to the 
newspaper press, and was at this time a 
constant contributor to the Cul()/
i.
t, one of 
the leading papers of Toronto a quarter of 
a century ago. Becoming too much iIIvolved 
in politics, however, to the neglect of his 
profession, he soon aftel'wan]s discontinued 
his connection with the political press, and 
confined himself entirely to work connectefl 
with his profe,,;sion. In 1
57 he published 


"The Statutes of Practical Utility in the 
Cidl A(bÙinistration of Justice in Upper 
Canada;" a]so" A Manual of Costs in County 
Courts;" both of which were well received 
by the profession, and had a large sale. He 
next began to prepare an annotated edition 
of the Common Law and County Courts Pro- 
cedure Acts, with the new Rules of Pmetice. 
He lahuurerl diligently at this very exact- 
ing task for more than a year. Upon the 
publication of the work in 1858 it was re- 
ceived with greater favour hy the profession 
than any of his former works, and was com- 
mended by tlle professional press through- 
out the English-speaking \Vorl(l. The Lon- 
don legal press plac0<! him in the front rank 
of those commentators who hall undertaken 
to edit the Actl-> pmbo(lie(l in his work. The 
Jnrll3t, one of the most critical pmfessiunal 
perio(licals in Englaml, in revif'wing the re- 
sult of Mr. Harrison's labours, said: "Thesp 
are the Acts which have rf'volutionized the 
law of Fpper Canada, aftel' tlwir progeni- 
tors had exerciscrl a like radical intluence 
in the old country. They are in effect an 
amalgamation of our Procedure Acts of 
I8.í2 amI 1
54, together with an Act apply- 
ing them in a great }Hea-.ure to the Cuunty 
Courts of Canada. The work is therefOl'e 
almo.-.t a<; ul->eful to the English as to the 
t 'anallian lawyer, and is not only the most 
recent, but hy far the most complete edition 
which we ha\'e seen of these important Acts 
of Parliament. The editor has not been 
content with in(]ustriol1sly collecting the 
numeruns decisiuns which arc now scattered 
through our reports upon these statutes, but 
has ùisplayed both :"kill and judgment in 
their arrangement, anti in de(lucing, wher- 
e\-er it wa:" pos:"ihle, those lH'inciples of 
which the (lecisions are either suggestive or 
illustrati\-e." A secon(] and enlargeJ edi- 
tion of this \'a]lIable work was l'ubli
hed in 
I IH70. 
J'ì otwithstanding the exactions of a large 
and steadily-increal->ing business, Mr. Harri- 
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son still found time for literary work in 
connection with his profession. He wa<; fur 
several years joint editor of the Up[Jr'I' CllI/- 
wilt Law Journal, to the colullllls of which 
he also contributed many valuable erlitorial 
articles. In IS.')!) his "
1unicipal 
1amIal" 
appeared. It wa'i highly praiserl, and had a 
large sale; and two 
ubsequent editions of 
it have since been pullli,>hed. 
The first trial of public importance in 
which Mr. Harri
on figured at the Bar was 
the well known case of tlisputed identity 
tried at Cayuga, in the county of Haldi- 
manll, at the autumn assizes in 1
:i7, and 
kno\\ n a" RI'yi11U v::.. TIJ/I'nsrntl alia
 11[('- 
Henry. In this extraordinary ca<;e, the 
merits of which are still warmly di,.,puted 
throughout the county of Haldimand, Mr. 
Harrison appeared fur the Crown; the pri::.- 
oner being defendell by the late 1\1r. Samuel 
Black Freeman, of Hamilton. Ur. Harrison 
also appeared for the Crown in the .Norfolk 
Shrie\'alty Case; and was one of the Coun- 
sel who defended the ministers for violating 
the Independence of Parliament Act by the 
perpetration of the DuuLle Shuffle. In the 
famous HltllPlIl3 CUlïJltiJ case of John Ander- 
son, the negro, he gained his case befOl'e the 
Queen's Bench, but lost it on technical 
puints before the COlHlIlon Pleas. 
Hitherto 
Ir. Harrison had continued to 
hold his officI' in connection with thc Crown 
Law Department, aUfI had nut engaged in a 
general legal practice. In IH.;!), however, he 
re
igned hi,., clerkship; and formed a part- 
ner!<hip with tlw late 
lr. Jamc
 Patterson. 
The firm of Patterson & Harri'ion com- 
mf:>nced practice as banisters, attorney::. and 
solicitors in Turunto, awl was a rising OUt' 
from the tlatf' of it.. original formation. 
Mr. Patterson, the senior partner, was re- 
cogni7.ed as one of the be
t office IM\ yers in 
the prof{ ,sion, aUtI )Ir. Harri<;on's >;tanding I 
at tlw Bar \Va::. in the front rank. The firm 
\\as suLsequently reinforced by 
rr. Thoma'! 
HOtlgins, and later still by 
1r. Juhn Bain. 
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On the tleath of the senior partner, the firm 
of Harrison, Osler .'\:. 
1oss was formed, hav- 
ing as leading members the sul
ect of this 
memoir, the late Chief Justice )loss, and 
)11'. Featherstone Osler, now a Puisné Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas. This firm 
obtained a practice which was probably 
with a single excf'ption the largest in the 
Province. Its e'Ctent may be surmised from 
the fact that it container I about half a dozen 
mem bel's; and that the <;hare of the senior 
partner alone for several years before he 
accepted a seat on the Bench was from 
:::;12,000 to :::;14,000 per annum. 
111'. Harrison wa... created a Queen's Coun- 
sel in 18lì7, and was elected a Bencher of 
the Ontario Law Society in Is71. He was 
for <;ome time a memher of the Corporation 
of the city of Toronto, and \Va" a Director 
of the Life Association of Scotland. He 
irlentified hilll
elf \\ ith the Church Associa- 
tion of the diocese of Toronto, anfl took a 
warm intere>-;t in its proceedings. He was 
alsu a )Iajor in the Cana(lian )[ilitia. 
His entry into public lift' took place in 
1:-'fì7, when lw conte"tel\ \V cst Toronto for 
the Hou>-;t' of ('ullllllons ill the Conser\"ati \"e 
intere
t. and succes<;flllly oppu::.ed )11'. John 
)lacflonald, who haa represcnted the Divi- 
sion timing the Ia.<;t Parlianwnt of the old 
Province of Canatla. He continued a mem- 
ber of the House of Commons until 1
72, 
but lIP did nut figure cunsl'icllously in politi- 
callife. At the general electiun of 1
72 he 
declined to contest his 'ieat, amI announced 
hi" intention of retiring from a sphere 
which he hat! not foumI vel'.'" much to his 
ta...te. As a member of Parliament his name 
is idf'ntified with several mea.<;urcs of some 
importance, including Bills for amending the 
law as to stamping pnHl\is'iory notes and 
bills of exchange, and fur the ('f)llection of 
criminal statistics He \HI.'i for two sessiolls 
Chairman of the Committee on 
1iscellan- 
eous awl Pri\ate Bills. Ouring his Parlia- 
mental'Y carper he gave a general support to 
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the Administration of Sir John }Iacdunald. 
After his withdrawal from political life he 
confined his attention entirely to his pro- 
fessional duties, and it was at this period 
that the business attained its largest dimen- 
SIOns. 
In the autumn of 1875, upon the promo- 
tion of the Hon. (now Sir) William Buell 
Richards from the position of Chief Justice 
of Ontario to that of Chief Justice of the 
then recently constituted Supreme Conrt of 
the Dominion, Mr. Harrison was fixed upon 
as the most suitable sllccessor to the position 
thereby left vacant. When his appoint- 
ment was announced it was hailed with 
great satisfaction by the legal profession 
throughout Ontario. Mr. Harrison thus 
passed at a single bound from the position 
of leader of the Common Law Bar of On- 
tario to that of a Chief Justice, a circum- 
stance by no means common in the history 
of judicial appointments. He received con- 
gratulatory addresses from members of the 
Bar in various parts of the Provinæ. He 
entered upon his duties with the same un- 
conqueraùle passion for work which had 
characterized him in previous passages of 
his career. The large arrears in the Court 
of Queen's Bench were soon removed, and 
the sanguine anticipations which had been 
formed as to his aptitude for judicial ]ife 
were fully realized. One of the best known 
judgments delivered by him was in the case 
of Rp!Jirw vs. WilkinslJn, in which the late 
Hon. George Brown personally appeared 


before the court and passed strictures upon 
one of its members. 
In 1876 he was appointed one of the 
arbitrators on the question of the north- 
western boundary of Ontario,-an appoint- 
ment which iDvolved him in a great deal of 
additional labour. It is not improbable 
that it was the means of shortening his 
life. There is at any rate no doubt that 
his death at the comparatively early age of 
forty-five was largely due to overwork. 
For several years before the end came he 
had been subjected to frequent disorder of 
the heart, and had received grave warnings 
from his physician to ahstain altogether 
from brain-work. To abstain from work, 
however, was an impossibility for him. In 
August, IH78, he proceeded to Ottawa on 
business connected with the boundary ar- 
bitration. After his return it was noticed 
that he was worse in health than usual, 
and various remedies - including partial 
cessation from work, and easy travel-were 
resorted to. In vain; the machinery was 
worn out. He died at his home in Toronto 
on the 1st of November, IH7H. He lives, 
and will long live, in the various profes- 
sional works which he has left behind him. 
He was twice marrie<<l: first in IH.')9, to 
Anna, daughter of !\II'. J. M. Muckle, form- 
erlya merchant of Quebec. This lady (lie(l 
in IHG6. His second wife, whom he married 
in IS6H, was Kennithina Johanna !\Iackay, 
only (laughter of the late Mr. Hugh 
cobie, 
of Toronto. 
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THE HO
. JA:\IES FERRIER. 


" I R. FERRIER a(lds one more to the 
1\ number of those hard-headed Scotch- 
men who, like Hugh Allan, John Young, 
anll other personages whose lives have been 
outlined in the present series, have enjoyed 
a remarkably successful career in Canada. 
He was born on the 22nd of October, 1800, 
so that his age is nearly coëval with that 
of the nineteenth century. His parentage, 
and the exact place of his birth, are matters 
respecting which we have been unable to 
gain any information. He seems to have 
been horn in the humble walks of life, and 
to have received a rudimentary education 
in one of the rUTaI parishes of Fifeshire. 
He served an apprenticeship in a mercantile 
house at Perth, and in his twenty-first year 
emigrated from Scotland to Canada. He 
obtained commercial employment in 
Ion- 
treal, and early in 182:I, when hc had heen 
about a year and a half in the country, 
began business there on his own account, 
on Notre Dame Street. He is said to have 
been the first to upen a store on that 
thoroughfare, which has since becolIIt' one 
of the busiest mercantile !>treets in the city. 
Prior to Mr. Ferrier's commencing business 
there, in I 
23, 
 otre Dame Street contained 
only private residences, amI onc of these 
was rented by him and converted into a 
" store n of the period. 
He possessed in an eminent (legree the 
characteristics by which 
cotchlllen have 
won recognition at all timcs, and in every 


country on the globe. He was shrewd, 
diligent, prudent and saving. In a few 
years he had amas<;ed a competence, and in 
18:lfì he retire(l from business. He has ever 
since been a busy man, however, amI has 
been engaged in various important financial, 
social and charitable undertakings. Soon 
after his retircment the Bank of British 
North America opened a place of business 
on St. James Street, undcr the control of 
Austin Cm illier, Al bert Furniss, amI the 
subject of this sketch. The Bank was 
actually opened on the Rth of 
Iarch, U;:lï, 
- more than forty-four years ago - and 
Mr. Ferrier ha<; ever since been, anll still 
is, a Director of its Canadian Board. 
L pon the breaking out of the rehellion 
in Lower Canada in 11'):37 Mr. Ferrier ap- 
proved hi.. loyalty by volunteering his ser- 
vices and shouldering hi" musket. Apart 
from his loyalty, he was a man of property, 
and had large intere,>ts to defend in the 
city of 
lontreal, where loyal subjects had 
everything to dread in case of the success 
of the in<;Ulgents. After the quieting down 
of the flames of reLellion Mr. Ferrier began 
to take a larger interest in municipal affairs 
I than he had pre\'iously done. In 1
41 he 
became a member of the Municipal Council 
of the city. In 1844 he '" as elected, under 
the new Municipal Act, Alderman for the 
East \Vanl; and next year he was elected 
Mayor of the city. During his tenure of 
office two terrible tires took place in Quebec, 
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whereby the suburbs of St. Roeh and St. 
John were nearly destroyed. These two 
calamities, occnrring only a month apart, 
left great numbers of persons houseless and 
penniless, and the whole Province was stirred 
to take measure.;; for their relief. Queen 
Victoria herself originated a scheme for the 
relief of the sufferers, and caused charity 
sermons to be preached throughout the 
Fnited Kingdom. She also subscribed mu- 
nificently on her own behalf. Mr. Ferrier, 
who had occasion to visit Quebec in his 
official capacity, had an opportunity of see- 
ing for himself the extent of suffering and 
destitution which had been brought about, 
and felt moved to pity. Upon his return 
to 
[ontreal, which wa" then the capital of 
Canada, he waited upon the Governor-Gen- 
eral, Lord 
letcaIfe, and besought his Lord- 
ship's influence in aid of a large scheme of 
relief. Lord 
[etcalfe, who as a private 
individual was one of the best-hearted and 
mo
t generous of men, not only entered 
heartily into the scheme proposed by )11'. 
Ferrier, but voluntecred a subscription on 
his own behalf of 
:!,OOO. Mr. Ferrier then 
convened a public meeting in the House of 
Assembly, an.d told the audience what he 
had seen of the Quebec fire and its conse- 
qnences. Contributions to the amount of 
::,-to,OOO were forthwith subscribed; and he 
was thus the means of alleviating much 
cruel misery and suffering. During the 
same year he was appointed a member of 
the Board of the Royal Institution for the 
Advancement of Learning, of which he sub- 
sequently became President. 
In IH4G Mr. Ferrier formed a regiment of 
about seven hundred troops, consisting of 
members of the city Fire Brigade. This 
regiment was for sume years maintained in 
a state of considerable efficiency, ami Mr. 
Ferrier himself was appointed Lieutenant- 
Colonel of it. On the 27th of 
[ay. It\-t7, 
he was calle(l by royal man(lamus to a seat 
in the Legislative Council, in the delibera- 


tions whereof he has ever since taken an 
intelligent part. "Then the railwa.y era set 
in he took part in the organization of vari- 
ous great enterprises. He projected the 
railway from 
[ontreal to Lachine, which 
was chartered in 11)-t6, but which was sub- 
sequently swallowed by the larger scheme. 
Re also took a prominent part in the reës- 
tablishment of 
[cGill College on a sound 
financial basis. To enumerate the many 
other projects with which he is or has been 
connected would occupy consirlerable space. 
He became a Director of the Grand Trunk 
Railway Company at a critical perio(l in its 
hi-;tory, and is now Chairman of the Cana- 
dian Board. He was for six years President 
of the Muntreal Assurance Company, and 
has several times been President of the St. 
Andrew's Society of )[ontreaI. He is a 
member of the Council of Victoria College, 
Cobuurg, President of the Montreal Bible 
':::;ociety, and of several of the most promi- 
nent Temperance and Prohibitory Associa- 
tions. He i,> Vice-President of the Sabbath 
School Association of Canada, and of the 
French Cana(lian Missionary Society. He 
i.s also a Director of the International 
Bridge Company. 
In the month of )[ay, 18Gï, he wa.-; callell 
to the Senate of the Dominion by Royal 
Proclamation, and during the same year he 
was appointed a member of the Legisla- 
tive Council of the Pruvince of Queùec for 
Victoria. 
In politic,> Mr. Ferrier is, and has always 
been, a Conservative. His theology is that 
taught by John Wesley. He was originally 
reared in the Presbyterian faith, but em- 
braced 'Vesleyan Methodism while he was 
engaged in commercial business in Mon- 
I treaI. He has ever since been a very promi- 
nent member of that Body, to the advance- 
ment of which his best energies have fre- 
(luently been directed. He resides in Mon- 
treal, which has been his home e,-er since 
his arri \'al in Canada sixty years ago. 
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J rDGE AR)IOUR was born in the town- I 
,. ship of Otonabee, in the county of 
Peterborough, Upper Canada, on the -tth of I 
)Iay, IS:30. He is the youngest son of the 
late Rev. Samuel Armour, who was for 
many years Rector of Ca\'an, in the count} 
of Durlmm, and was widely and favour- 
ably known throughout that part of Up- 
per Canada. In his boyhoofl he attended 
the school.. in the neighbourhood of his 
home, and on the 2ïth of January, HHo:1, 
entered ao; a student at Upper Canada Col- 
lege, Toronto. In VH.7 he matriculated at 
King's College, an institution which subse- 
quently developed into the Univcr;.,ity of I 
Toronto. His Uni,-ersity career was hril- 
liant. He gaineù the first University schol- 
arship in classics, and subsequently gained 
the Wellington scholarship. He graduated 
in IS:JO. winning the gold medal in classics. 
He during the same year entered the office 
of his brothel', )11'. Robert Armour, and 
began the stuJy of the law. He completed 
his studies in the office of the late P. M. M. 
S. Vankoughnct, afterwar,!s Chancellor of 
Upper Canada. He was called to the Bar 
in Michaelma." Term, 1
.j:J, and began prac- 
tice in Cobourg, where he formed a part- 
nership with the late Hon. Sidnpy :-;mith. 
This partnership lasted till the 7th of No- 
vember, 1837, when )[r. Armour began to 
pI'actise without a par.tner. He suLsef)uently 
forme' I a partnership with 
Ir. H. F. Hol- 
land, which la,.;ted until between three and 


four years since, when Mr. Armour was 
raised to the Bench. 
Various other offices of more or less im- 
portance were from time to time held by 

lr. Annuur. On the 
Gth of 
Iarch, IH.,)8, 
he was appointed County Attorney of the 
United Counties of 
urthulllberland and 
Durham, and during the following year he 
was 'Varden of those counties. On the 2nd 
of May, HWI, he wa."I appointed Clerk of 
the Peace for the .same counties. On the 
tith of January, IH:H), he was elected a 
member of the Senate of the rninrsity of 
Toronto. On the 
Gth of June, HW7, he 
was created a Queen's Counsel; and in l
ìl 
he was elected a Bencher of the Law Society 
of epper Canada. The highest dignity of 
all came to him on the 30th of 
 ovem- 
bel', ItJ77, when he was appointed a Puisné 
Judge of the Court of Queen's Bench, which 
I position he has ever since filled. 
Judge Armour is by heredity and tradi- 
tion a Con<;ervative, in both religion antI 
pulitics; but he is an advanced Liberal by 
thought and e,lucation, and a firm believer 
in the benefit to Le th:rived frum Canadian 
il1llependence. He is a lllan of \\ ide read- 
ing, niUltifarious knowledge, and great 
I shrewdness anfl Cumlllon sen;.,e. 
On the 2Stll of April, 1,..,'-;.), he married 
Miss Eliza Church, daughter of the late 
Freeman S. Church, of CuboUl'g, by \\ hom 
he ha" had elc\ en children, ten of whom 
al'e now 1i\ing. 
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MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE. 


T HE date and place of Mr. Pope's 'birth I 
are not given in any of the authorities 
to which reference is commonly made for 
such information, and the puùlished facts 
with respect to him are unusually scanty. 
He is a man of middle age at the present 
time, and was born in the Ea'itern Town- 
ships. He is. 
aid to be of U. E. Loyal- 
ist stock. We ha \-e no particulars of his 
career prior to the year 1854, when he was 
an unsuccessful candidate for the represen- 
tation of the county of Compton in the 
Canadian Assembly. In 18.')7, he was re- 
turned in the ConselTative interest for that 
county, and has ever since represented it in 
Parliament-in the Âssembly up to Con- 
f"deration, and in the House of Commons 
ever since. He first took office in October, 
11)71, when he was sworn of the Privy 
Council and appointed l\Jinister of Agricul- 
ture. He retained office until the downfall 
of the Government in No\'ember, 187:3, ow- 
ing to the Pacific Railway (lisclosures. He 
remained in Opposition during !\II'. 
[acken- 
zie's tenure of office. rpon the formation 
of Sir John A. 
[acdonald'<; Government in 
October, 1t->71:ì, he again accepted his old 
portfolio of :\Iinister of Agriculture, which 
he has held e'"er since. He :<eems to enjoy 
a consi(lerable share of popularity among 
his con<;tituents, amI has several times been 
returned by acclamation. He is (lescribecl 
as a representati ve man of the Lower Can- 
L ",I. Briti,h populotion who h" Jone c""lit 


to his constituency. At the time of his 
original appointment to office a high con- 
temporary authority referred to him as "a 
man who entertains very warm feelings of 
attachment to the Crown of England, and 
to the autonomy of Canada as established 
by the Act of Confederation, sympathizing 
with no changes save those which will place 
the central government in complete control 
of the whole country between the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans, subject, of course, to the 
safeguards of local administration provided 
by the TTnion Âct. He is not a Cicero 
in debate, and perhaps for that very rea<;on 
he sooner won his way to general esteem, 
for whatever Mr. Pope has to say in Parlia- 
ment or out of it, he says with a ter
e vig- 
our and conciseness of language that make 
a mockery of ornate phra5es. He brings to 
the Government a high personal character, 
a capacity and a disposition for work, an in- 
telligent appreciation of the wants of the 
country, and a well-stwlied Parliamentary 
eÀperience of nearly half an average life- 
time. These are not qnalifications essential 
to what is called a brilliant minister; but 
they are ample guarantees that the work of 
his Department willlJe well and thoroughly 
done. He is not likely frum excess of 
scrupulosity of conscience to fritter his tinw 
and his health away in doing mere clerical 
work, but will rather bend his intellect to 
the general working and efficient organiza- 
tion of the different branches of the public 
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service over which he is now about to pre- 
si(le." To which it may be alld(-'(l that the 
Department presided over by Mr. Pope is 
one which specially requires close attention 
to details, rather than any profound or 
statesmanlike policy. It is to he regretted 
that Mr. Pope's want of attention to those 
details which some persons r.ffect to despise 
should have been the mean,> of advertising 
the Western States as a field for immigra- 
tion, and this at the expense of the Domin- 
ion Guvernment. That the matter was a 
mere o,'ersight no man, we presume, seri- 
ously doubts, but it was the result of a 
derrree of carelessness for which a Cabinet 
ö 
)Iinister must in fairness be heM respon- 

ible. On the other hanll, I\lr. Pope has 
earnestly endeavourell to gain for the Do- 
minion a share of the tenant-farmer immi- 
gration from Great Britain. In the autumn 
of 1
7f1 he causl'd a number of representa- I 
tin' agricultnrÏsts in the United Kingdom 
to be invited to come to Canaùa, to examine 


IV-14 


97 


into its resources, and to report upon its a,l- 
vantages as a field for settlement. The in- 
vitation was complied with, and the reports 
of the delegates, which were very favonrable 
to Canada, have been \-ery wi,lely circulatell 
throughout the agricultural Ilistricts of Eng- 
land and Scotland. It is fair to assume 
that the visit of the delegates has resulted, 
and will result, in a consillerable migration 
from Britain to Canaùa of a cla-;s of settlers 
well calculated to promote the country's 
prosperity. For this Mr. Pope is fully en- 
titleJ to claim credit. 
He is Presi(lcnt of the St. Francis and 
)lcgantic International Railway, and of thl' 
Compton Coloni7.ation Company. HI' is 
also one of the trustees of the St. Francis 
College, Richmond, P.Q., and a director of 
the Eastern Townships Bank. He COIll- 
manded the Cookshire Y olunteer Cavalry 
for a gOOlI many years, and retirN! from 
that service, retaining his rank a<; a Major, 
in 18G2. 
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\ T the time of the breaking out of the 
..1-1. American Revolutionary 'Val', there 
resided on a farm in \Vestchester County, 
in what is now the State of New York, a 
gentleman named Thomas .Mcrritt. He was 
descended from a Puritan family which had 
settled in New England a century before, ane] 
had through many vicissitudes preserved itr:. 
loyalty to the British Crown. When the 
struggle broke out which finally terminated 
in the emancipation of the American colo- 
nies from the control of the mother coun- 
try, Thoma') 1lerritt joined the regiment of 
Queen's Rangers-a regiment which had for 
its Colonel a distinguished English officer 
named Simcoe, who subsequently became 
the first Lieutenant- Governor of Upper 
Canada. While attached to this famous 
corps, young :Merritt wooed and won :Miss 
Mary Hamilton, a lady belonging to a South 
Carolina family. He fought all through 
the war, amI duubtless did good service in 
the. cause of King George. At the close of 
hostilities the Queen's Rangers were dis- 
banded, and soon afterwards Mr. I\lerritt 
and his wife removed to New Brunswick. 
The climate there proving uncongenial, he 
returned, after a brief sojourn, to the neigh- 
bourhood of the old family homestead in 
Westchester County, where the subject of 
this sketch was born on the 3rd of July, 
17D3. The State of New York, however, 
did not prove a comfortable place of abode 
for a man who had fought on the royal side 


in the great struggle. Thomas Menitt and 
his family were subjected, first to numerous 
petty exactions, and afterwards to down- 
right persecution. His old Colonel, Simcoe, 
had meanwhile been appointed Lieutenant- 
Governor of Upper Canada, and had taken 
up his residenc
 at Navy Hall, Newark, 
near the mouth of the :Niagara Rivcr. The 
favourable terms offered by Governor Sim- 
coe to persons settling in the Province at- 
tracted a great many of the loyalists from 
the State of N ew York. Among those so 
attracted was Mr. Thoma." :Merritt, who 
came over with his family to Niagara, awl 
in 179G settled on Lot No. 1:
, in the fourth 
concession of the township of Grantham. 
He shortly afterwards removed to Lot No. 
20, in the same concession, and in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of the present city 
of St. Catharines, which was then covered 
by a dense growth of oak, pine, and walnut 
trees. He applied himself diligently to the 
clearing and cultivation of his farm, and 
went through the usual trials amI priva- 
tions incidental to pioneer life. He rose to 
a position of influence in the community, 
and became Rheritf of the Niagara District. 
The greater part of the site of St. Gatharines 
wa... then ownecl by the Hon. Robert Hamil- 
ton, of Queenston, who had already built a 
storehouse there for the purpose of furnish- 
ing supplies to the settler,> in the neigh- 
bOUl.ing townships; but there was no actual 
settlement there until the summer of the 
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year 1797, when a Mr. Thomas Adams built 
a tavern on what is now the corner of St. 
Paul and Untario Streets, nearly opposite 
the site of the present post office. On the 
bank of the adjacent stream, which was 
called "Twelve Mile Creek," and which 
now forms a part of the \Velland Canal, Mr. 
Adams also built a saw-mill, and not long 
afterwards a grist-mill. From this time 
forward the settlement was known as " The 
Twelve." Adams's tavern subsequently 
passed into the hands of one Paul Shipman, 
and soon afterwanls the place came to be 
known as "Shipman's Corners." In 180!) 
the village was surveyed. and the name of 
St. Catharines was bestowed upon it, in 
honour of Mrs. Catharine Hamilton, wife 
of the proprietor of the greater part of the 
land. It was not until several years after- 
wards, however, that the latter name came 
to be generally adopted, and in common 
parlance the village was still called "The 
Twelve," or "Shipman's Corners," accord- 
ing to the fancy of the speaker. During 
the same year (1800) a store-the first in 
the village-was opened by a Mr. Chisholm, 
with whom the subject of this sketch subse- 
quently formed a commercial partnership. 
It must be confessed that the prospects 
of the first settlers in this part of the Prov- 
ince were not brilliant. An almost unbroken 
wilderness extended all the way from the 
Niagara frontier to Kingston, and the only 
denizens of the intervening forests were 
wild beasts and wandering tribes of In- 
dians. Thp U. E. Loyalists who settled on 
thc Niagara peninsula received free grants 
of the lands which they took up. Other 
settlers paid a nominal price. Real estatc 
in Upper l'anru la wa
 not much sought 
aftcr in those timcs, and th(' price paid hy 
the original settlers in Grantham-by such 
of them, at lea<;t, as paid anything-was 
7 
d. per acre. .Evcn these figures, ridicu- 
Iou!'! a<; they appear to us at the present 
day, do not represent the lowest price at 


which lands were purchased on the penin- 
sula. There is at least one well-authenti- 
cated instance where a sale was effected at 
less than half the price just quoted. A n. E. 
Loyalist named Barnes received a grant 
from Government of a tract of two hundred 
acres in the township of Thorold. After 
clearing a part of his propcrty and working 
it for two years, he came to the conclusion 
that it could never be made productive, and 
in a fit of disgust he sold the entire block 
of two hundred acres for three puunels. 
Most of the pioneers, however, were more 
liberally endowed with patience and stK'un- 
ina than was Mr. Barnes, and were content 
to make the best of the situation. 
In 1806, the subject of this sketch, who 
wa<; then in his thirteenth year, was sent to 
Port Burlington, now Hamilton, to attend 
a school kept hy a Mr. Cockerel. This 
gentleman soon afterwards removed to Ni- 
agara, and young Merritt's education was 
continued there, partly under Mr. Cockerel, 
and partly under the Rev. .T ohn Burns, a 
Presbyterian minister. When he wa<; fif- 
teen years of age he wa
 sent on a long 
visit to an uncle at St. John, New Bruns- 
wick. There he continued his studies, and 
made considerable progress, not only in the 
ordinary branches of education, but also in 
surveying and navigation. The bent givpn 
to his mind by these studics was destined, 
as will presently be seen, to exercise an im- 
portant influence upon his future career. 
He returned to his home on the Niagara 
peninsula in the month of December, IHOf.l, 
very much wiser an(l more experienced in 
the ways of life than he hall been at his 
dcparture. Young as he wa<;, he determined 
to emhark in business. He formcd a part- 
nership in a general mercantilt. business 
with Mr. Chisholm, as already narratefl- 
his share of the capital, we presume, being 
advauced by his fathcr. The husiness war,; 
successful, and young Merritt continued in 
it abuut two years, when he sold his intelest 
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therein, ami took charge uf the homestcad 
farm-a step rendered necessary by the 
fact that he was an only son, and that hi
 
father's time wa<; engrossed by his official 
duties as Sheriff of the District, to which 
position he had been appointed in If;():
 
Soon afterwards the War of 1812 broke 
out, and young 
lcrritt left the farm to 
take care of itself, while he fought the bat- 
tles of his Soverei
n. He haJ previously 
joinpd the militia, and had obtained an ell- 
:-;ign's conllnission. He was now promoted 
tu a lieutenancy, awl repaired to Chippawa, 
where he placed himsclf uwler the command 
of Colonel Clark. He fought gallantly all 
through the \Var, and was allvanced to the 
rank of a captain. He was present at the 
surrender of Detroit by General Hull, and 
was much trusted by the Commander-in- 
chief, the brave General Brock. He also 
fought at Queenston Heights, Stony Creek, 
anJ Lundy's Lane. At the last-named en- 
gagement he was surroundeJ and taken 
prisoner by the enemy. He and thirteen 
of his comraJes in arms were conveyed to 
Fort Schlosser, on the American side of the 
Niagara Ri vel', anJ detained as prisoners of 
war for about eight months, when hostili- 
ties were brought to a close. 
Captain 1\Ierritt returned to his home 
about the end of :March, 1815, bringing 
with him a charming young wife, whom 
he haJ married on the 13th of the month. 
She was 11is<; Catharine PrenJergast, the 
only daughter of a practising physician of 
Mayville, in the State of New York. 
Soon after reaching his home he enterpJ 
into a mercantile partnership with a 
lr. 
Ingersoll, of Shipman's Comers. At the 
close of the \Var of IH12-H several officpI'S 
who haJ taken part in the struggle settleJ 
in the neighbourhood of Shipman's Cor- 
ners, which by this time had become a 
well-known place of resurt for the settlers 
around. The new arrivals built houses uf 
a better cIa...s than had previously been secn 


there. [t was found, too, that tlw plateau 
lying beb\reen the hase of the mountain 
ani I the lake shore was well a,lapted fur 
horticulture, anJ eVen at this early Ilate the 
frnit grown hereabouts began to attract 
attention. In IH1G the population of the 
township of Grantham was I,ll!), anJ the 
a\'eragc price of Ian 11 had increaser] to fifty 
shillings per acre. During the same year 

h. W. H. Merritt purcha'ipd from Mr. 
Hamilton a part of the latter's pruperty, on 
the site of the village, which was re-sur- 
veyed anI] lail] out shortly afterwanls by 
Mr. Jonathan ClenJennen, a schoohnasb.r 
of local renown. In August of the same 
year .Mr. Menitt began to turn to account 
some of the numerous salt springs in the 
neigh bourhood, and this branch of inJustry 
soon began to yield a very satisfactory re- 
turn. The village, however, wa.<; of slow 
growth, and gave little promise of becoming 
a large and prosperous town, the chief in- 
land watering-place of the Dominion, and 
the resort of invalids and tourists from all 
parts of 
 orth America. 
In 1818 1\11'. )Ienitt began to mature a 
project which had been long in his minJ, 
awl which was destined to have very im- 
portant results, not to St. Catharines alone, 
but to the country at large. This projpct 
was the construction of a canal connecting 
Lakes Erie and Ontario. The Falls of Ni- 
agara presented an insuperable barrier to 
the navigation of the Niagara River, and 
there was no route whereby the proJuce 
of the we
t coulJ be conveyed eastwanl 
thruugh Canadian waters. Whether, as has 
frequently been a.'iserted, the iJpa originated 
witl} Mr. Merritt is open to question; but 
it is certain that he wa.'i the first to rec]uce 
it to anything like shape, and that but for 
his energy the schcme would not ha\re been 
carried out until at lea'it some years later. 
It is even probable that but for his exer- 
tions the canal wou]rl finally have ucen con- 
structell in United Statps territory insteall 
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of in Canada. Having thought out some of 
the leading features of his scheme, Mr. Mer- 
ritt made a survey of the (1istrict through 
which hI' dCClllt.d it most dpsirahle for the 
canal to pa'ìs. The survey was rough, and 
very defective, but its results satisfied Mr. 
Merritt of the practicability of carrying out 
the schpme at a muderate cust. He pre- 
sented tu the Legislature a petition, signpd 
by himself and most of the influential set- 
tlers in the neighbourhood, asking for an 
apprupriation for a more accurate survey. 
The petition was successful, and a sum uf 
two thousand pounds was voted for the 
pnrpose. This sum, however, was expended 
upun an injudicious survey, which, if acted 
upon, woulfl havp involved the construction 
of a canal nearly duuble the required length, 
and more than double the neces:-.ary cost. 
The project was acconlingly suspended for 
about five years. During this interval 
fr. 
Jlerritt wa-; not idle, but spent a great deal 
uf time in ponùering over his project. In 
the spring of 11;2:3 he conceived that he had 
brought it to perfection, and repaired to 

iagara to get up an agitation on the sub- 
ject. A subscription list was set on foot 
for the purpose of raising funds to pay for a 
new survey IIY a competent engineer. The 
necessary aJllount wa.'ì soon raised, and the 
survey procepfleù with. On the lOth of 

Iay the engineer's report wa.,; published, 
an.l at the next ses:-.ion of the Legislature, 
in Febnmry, 1H2-J., an Act of Incorporation 
wa." procureù. On the 12th of June 
lr. 
George Keefer was electeù President of .the 
Company, the curporate style of whieh was, 
"The \Velland ('anal Company." 
I r. Uer- 
ritt was delegate(1 to go to :'-[ ew York to 
incluce capitalists to embark money in the 
un,lcrtaking, anù started on his mission 
shortly afterwards. His efforts were tu 
sOllie extent snceessful, and on the :jOth of 
November tIw first soù was turned by Mr. 
Keefpr. The work of cunstructiun wpnt 
steadily on ùuring the next five years, and 
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on the 27th of N ()\'em bel', 182!J, the first 
two vessels passecl through St. Catharines 
on their way to Buffalo, whither they ar- 
rivecl in clue course. In the following July 
the canal was formally opene.l, and a brisk- 
IJusiness at once began to he done upon it. 
In 1H4i all the stock of the Company wa.<; 
purcha.<;ed by Government, who thencefur- 
warcl assumed the control of the enterprise. 
Unller their auspices various enlargements 
awl improvements have from time to time 
been effected. The cOlllmercial importance 
to the country of the \V elland Canal is in- 
calculable. The obstruction to trade be- 
tween west and east caused by the Falls of 
Niagara is thereby entirely obviated, and 
the produce of the west is thereby enablell 
to pa.<;s down the 
t. Lawrence, and thence 
to the seaboard hy water, without tranship- 
ment. Its value, moreover, is not confined 
to the facilities thus afforded, as there is a 
fall of about three hundrefl and thirty-four 
feet between the two lakes, amI the hy- 
draulic power thus gained has bl'en turned 
to account by the inhabitants of the various 
villages along the banks of the canaL The 
construction of the canal, of course, gave a 
great impetus to St. Catharines. Tn 1826 
the population of the village was 317. In 
18:H the population had more than quacl- 
ruplecl, and in 184:3 was 2,S.H. 
In tracing the history of the great enter- 
prise with which Mr. Mprritt's name must 
ever continue to be associated, we have to 
some extent anticipateù the course uf his 
life. In 18:32 he for the first time entered 
Parliament, having been elected to a seat in 
the LebrÍsln,tive A>;f.embly by the electors of 
the county of Raldimand. He was placpfl 
on the Finance Committee, and furthwith 
maclc his mark as a useful ancl inllustrious 
. lllemh'r. His first speech in the Honse wa'ì 
in favour of free trade in grain anti cattle 
with the rniteJ States. Another of his 
early sp('eches was in favour of a Bill fur 
the abolition of imprisonment for Je bt. 
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During the session he wrote and published in it as President of the Council. This office 
a pamphlet on the inland navigation of the he retained . until April, 18.'50, when he be- 
Canadian Provinces, advocating an exten- came Commissioner of Public 'Yorks. This 
sion of the canal system. Throughout the latter position he retained until early in 

,1101e of his public career he took special I lR;j I, when he resigned his office and retired 
interest in promoting public works and im- from the Government, owing to his want of 
pro\?ements, more especially that magnwn harmony with that Body on certain eco- 
opw
 which had been successfully inaugu- nomical measun's. This, at all events, was 
rated under his auspices. He was also a the ostensible reason of his resignation, but 
zealous advocate of the TTnion, which was as matter of fact he was tired of office, and 
finally consummate(l in February, 1841. longed for that perfect freedom and inde- 
During the rehellion of 1
S7, though he was pendence which a member of a Cabinet can 
of course on the side of law and order, he never entirely enjoy. "The restraints of 
atlopte(l a very moderate course. He hall 8 office." say" a contemporary writer, "were 
great contempt for Mr. Mackenzie, who had in the last (legree irksome to him. He had 
taken a very hostile stand to him in the accustomed himself to speak when he liked, 
House. He de:--ignated the enterprise as a to say what he thought, and to do as he 
".Monkey War," and did not regani it as by pleased; and the obligation, therefore, of 
any means a seriou,> matter. Immediately speaking by the card, amI in accordance 
after the collapse of the demonstration at with the decision" of Council, must have 
Gallows Hill, near Toronto, a magisterial been as new to his experience as it was 
meeting was held at St. Catharines. with a foreign to his taste. Few who had ob- 
vie,,' to providing for the preservation of served his previous career imagined that he 
the peace in the district. Mr. Merritt pre- would be able to stand the discipline; and 
sided at this meeting, aUfl certain measures the chief surprise his retirement occasioned 
were taken for the desired end. A few was that it did not take place sooner. Those 
<mspected persons were arre,>ted and ex- who most admired him doubted whether 
amineù, but no one was imprisoned, and a he woulù find his colleagues in the Gov- 
general policy of moderation was obsen'ed. ernment an applauòing auditory, or the 
After the Union of the Provinces he ac- Executive Couucil a congenial place for 
cepted the Reform nomination for the airing successfully some of his peculiar 
county of Lincoln, in which he resided. crotchets on Government currency and 
He wa,> returned for that county, and re- finance; crotchets by which he had, as we 
presentetl it continuously for about nine- think, impaired the influence of his grander 
teen years. Among many of the important and more statesmanlike views on the sub- 
enterprises with which he was connected I jects of progress and impronment, and 
during this period was the Xiagara Falls their relation to the almost inexhaustible re- 
Suspension Bridge, which w8.'S projected by : sources of Cana(la. The truth seellIs to be 
him in 18-M. He was elected President of I that he was neither a party man nor a poli- 
the company by which it was built, anù so I tician, in the exact sense of those terms. 
remained until his death. He also pro- I Government as a science had, as we eon- 
moted the Wellan,l Railway Company, and' jeeture, been but slightly studied by him. 
obtained its charter of incorporation. His popularity sprang from his indepen- 
Within a few months after tIlt' formation dence, his purity of character, and the prae- 
of the second Baldwin-Lafontaine Aòminis- I tical nature of his aims. Those who most 
tration, in HHH, .\11'. 
Ierritt accepted office I tlittered from him never questioned the hon- 
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esty of his intentions or the sincerity of his with a view to dinrting the traffic to the St. 
views. His constituents never wavered in Lawrence from the ordinary route through 
their support of him; and the Legislature, the State of Xew York. He also favoured 
of which he was so long a member, was al- the establishment of a line of vessels for 
ways proud of him. He was naturally an,1 conveying Pennsylvania coal between Dun- 
constitutionally a grave and monotonous kirk and the mouth of the Grand River. 
speaker; and this gravity and monotony of He also hall several conferences with the 
tone were necessarily increa,>ed, because the Government on the subject of deepening 
subjects on which he mostly spoke were the St. Lawrence. All his schemes were of a 
statistical or financial, and included a con- I character thoroughly practical, and for the 
stant reference to dates and figures. Thuugh I advancement of his country's good. He 
men were neither subdued by his oratory had, ho\\ ever, begun to suffer from repeated 
nor charmed by his manner, they respected attacks of ill-health, and his constitution 
his truth and moderation. . Occasionally was evidently breaking duwn. Early in 
they were swayed by his earnestne
s, if not I
G:2 he suffered a serious bereavement by 
carried away by the force and charm of his the death of his wife, who had long been 
convictions. He was an upright man, whom an invalid. His own health cuntinued un- 
in life all men admired; and we may add. certain throughout the rest of the winter. 
without misplaceù eulogy, that he was a Upon the approach of spring he started for 
good man, whom in death all men mourned." the sea-siùe, by 3.!1 \ ice of his medical attcn- 
So says Mr. Fennings Taylor, and the esti- dant. He proceeded .lown the St. Law- 
mate of his character containe(l in the pre- rence to .Montrcal, where he was attach.ed 
ceùing sentences will, we believe, stand the by erysipela.'S in the head. He was gi\'en to 
test of time. unùerstanù that in all probability hI' would 
Mr. .Merritt wa.,> a frequent contributor not recover, anù immediately starteù to re- 
to the public press on subjects connecte(l turn home. He was cunveye(l on board an 
with the traùe amI inùu
trial resources of upward-bound steamer, but diù not live to 
Canaùa. 
lany of his cuntributions on these reach his ùestination. On the morning uf 
and kindred subjects appeared in the col- Sunday, the 5th of July, "as the vessel 
umns of the Niagara GZell/WI'. He made wa.. passing through the canal at Cornwall, 
frequent journeys to Europe in furtherance almost within sight of the rapids, which 
of hi!" various projects, a.,> well a,> to the prin- had been his thoughts for a life time, the 
cipal cities of the Pniteù States. On the spirit so long and so actively identified with 
2!Jth of September, 1
(j0. he was elected a I this noble river took its flight, and W. H. 
member of the Legislative Council byaccla- .Merritt was numbered with the dead." A 
Illation for the district of Allanburg. This somewhat voluminous aceount of his life 
position he held until his ùeath. During has been compileù anù publishe(l by his son, 
the winter of It)GO-Gl, he advocated the I 
[r. J. P. :.\lelTitt, of St. C'atharines, from 
establishmcnt of a line of large-sizeù pro- I whose account the foregoing sentence ha.,> 
pellels to ply between Chicago and Quebec, been extracteù. 


- 



THE REV. \V. CYPRIAN PINKIIAl\1, 


CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF PROTESTANT SCHOOLS, lJL-LV1TOBA. 


1 I R. PI
KHÅM was born at the city of I 
1\ St. John's, Newfoundland, in the year 
l
-H. His youth was hpent chiefly in St. 
John's and its neighbourhood, and he re- 
ceived his education at the Theological Col- 
lege there. After SOllle years' attendance 
he became a pupil teacher in that institu- 
tion, under the direction of the Rev. G. P. 
Harris, a (listinguished graduate of Cam- 
bridge. After occupying that position aùout 
two year;; he accepted a situation a,> teacher 
in one of the Public Schools, where he ac- 
quitted himself very creditably, and rp- 
ceived high COLllmCllflations from the 8ecre- 
tary of the Protestant Board of Education 
for St. .fohn's. He subsequently repaired 
to Englan(l for the purpo;;e uf receiving a 
more thoruugh educational training than 
was then to be obtained in 
 ewfoundland. 
He entcre(l St. Augustine's College, at Can- 
terbury, wher.. he passed thruugh the usual 
collegiate course, awl in 1868 received his 
(lipl()lna. He for a short time' officiated as 
private tutor in the family of :-5ir Frederick 
Thumas Fowke, of Lowesby, Leicestershirc. 
Soon after leaving college he repaire(l to the 
R('(l Ri\'er Settlement, which was just com- 
ing into notice 11,<; a favourahle field for emi- 
gration. Having Lecn ordained a Deacon 
by the late Bishop of Huron in 1 HGS, he was 
allvanced to the Priesthood in l86!) by the 
Bishup of Rupert's Lallll, and became in- 
cumbcnt of St. .fames's ('hurch, \Vinnipeg. 
During the ahsence of 
[r. Molyneux St. 


.r ohn, the first Superintendent of Protestant 
Schools in Manitoha, Mr. Pinkham 1'1'1'- 
formed the duties incidental to that office, 
and in the month of September, lHil, he 
was regularly appointed to the position by 
Lieutenant-Governor Archibald. He has 
ever since discharged the duties of his office 
in a very satisfactory manner, and has been 
the means of greatly promoting the cause 
of popular education in 
lanitoba. He took 
an active part in preparing the Amende(l 
School Acts of IHí:
 amI ISin. He is a 
member of the Council of St. John's College, 
and of the Theological Faculty for the dc- 
grees of B.D. and D.D., heing cxaminer in 
Ecclesiastical History and Liturgiology. In 
] H7!) he was unanimously chos{'n I,y the 
Prute'itant section of thc Boanl of Educa- 
tion to represent that bo(ly on the Senate 
of the University uf Manitoba. A local au- 
thurity bears the full owing testimony to his 
qualificatiuns for the position which he fills: 
-" Young, vigorous, considerate for others, 
possessed of rare tact and jwlgment, he is 
specially adapted to the work he has ha,l to 
perform. It must not be supposed that he 
has formed a heterogeneous system cunsist- 
ing of the peculiar views uf the (liffcrent 
races of the Province. The system is based 
on the flIßdamental principles of soun,l e(lu- 
catiun, as wrought out in all enlightened 
countries; and in thc standanl rl'qllire(1 for 
teadJPrs, awl in other important features. it 
is deserving of high conlIlll'n(lation." 
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T HE late Judge Aylwin possessed one of I 
the shrewdest awl keenest intellects 
that ever adorneò the Canadian Bench. 
His knowledge of criminal jurisprudence 
and his skill as a forensic and Parliament- I I 
ary <<lebater were unsurpassed by those of 
any Canadian uf his time. He won a high 
place alike as an arlvocate, as a statesman, 
and as a jurist; allll had the promise of his 
youth been borne out by the performance 
of his mature age, he would have left he- 
hind him the record of a truly great man. 
But he paid the penalty of a too early ma- 
turity. His physical powers dcclinpd be- 
forp he coul.l be said to have passed middle 
life, an.l for some years bcfore he sank into 
his grave he was both physically and men- 
tally a mere shadow of what hc had once 
been. He will long be remembered, how- 
ever, as a man of much note in his day, and 
is well entitled to a place in the present 
collection. 
He was born in the city of Quebec, on 
the 5th of January, 1806. His father was 
a native of Wales, an(l his mother-whose 
mai.len name wa." Connolly-was of Irish 
extraction. He receivp.1 his primary edu- 
cation at a pri vate school in Quebec, kept 
by the Rev. Dr. Wilkie, a Presbytet'ian 
clergyman. Hc subsequcntly spent a short 
time at Harvard College, Camhri<<lgc, Massa- 
chusetts. It does not appear that he 
rad- 
uatell there, but he was kno\\n fur a youth 
uf great intellectual precocity, and was 
IV - 15 


lookcd upon as a genius by his tutors anll 
companions. Having resolverl to rlevote 
himself to the study of the law, he entered 
the office of Mr. Moquin. a rlistinguished 
advocate of Quebec. After studying for 
some time under that gentleman's direc- 
tions, during which he paid special atten- 
tion to criminal law, he transferred hi., 
services to the office of the late J urlge 
Thompson. of Gaspé. He displayed great 
aptitude as a linguist, and it is said that 
when he was only sixteen years old he 
acted as interpreter in the Criminal Court 
at Quebec. In LS2S he was called to the 
Bar of Lower Canada, and speedily acquire.l 
repute as an advocate of remarkable bril- 
liancy. He was especially note. 1 among his 
hrothcr practitioners for his skill in detect- 
ing a flaw in an opponent's case, and his 
sagacity in this respect gained him many a 
forensic victory when the cause appeared 
well nigh hopeless. For some time after 
his call to the Bar he practised in partner- 
ship with the late .Judge Short, of 8her- 
brooke. He ha.l strong political leanings 
on the Reform side, an.l took an acti\'e 
part in the discussion of the various exci- 
ting public questions of those days. He was 
an admirable writer, and during the three 
or four years prior tu the breaking out of 
the rebellion of ] H3í an(l ':18, he contributeò 
many slashing an(l etfective newspaper arti- 
cles to thp provim'ial press. He was an 
unsparing assailant of Lor(1 Gosford and 
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his satellites during that nobleman's tenure 
of office, though he had no sympathy with 
the active rebellion of Papineau and the 
French Canadians generally. He was one of 
the most conspicuous "members of the British 
Party, and took part in founding the Con- 
stitutional Association of Quebec, the lead- 
ing members whereof were John Neilson, 
Andrew Stuart, Thomas A. Young, Oeorge 
Pemberton, and the subject of this sketch. 
He first entered public life after the con- 
summation of the Union of the Pro"inces in 
1841, when he was returned to the First 
Parliament of United Canada for the con- 
stituency of Portneuf. In the following 
year he joine(l the first Baldwin-Lafontaine 
Administration, and became Solicitor-Gen- 
eral for Lower Canada, an office which he 
filled from the 
Wth of September, It).j.2, 
until the 11th of December, 184.:3, when he 
resigned, with his colleagues, owing to Sir 
Charles Metcalfe's refusal to comply with 
the views of the Ministry respecting the dis- 
tribution of Crown patronage. Mr. (after- 
wards Sir) John W. Kaye, in his life of Lord 
Metcalfe, says of him :-" Mr. Aylwin bore 
the reputation of heing the best debater in 
the Assembly-a man of infinite adroitness 
and lawyer-like sagacity, skilled in making 
the worse appear the better reason, and ex- 
posing the weakness of an adversary's case. 
He had rendered essential service to the 
French Canadians in the time of their 
utmost need, and had been brought into 
the Council through the influence of that 
party. But there was, in reality, little in 
common between them, and it was said 
that the connection gave no great satis- 
faction to the old clients of the Solicitor- 
General." From the time of his resig- 
natiob. until the month of April, 1848- 
during which he was twice elected for 
Portneuf and three times for the city of 
Quebec-he rpIIlained in Opposition, and 
rendered great service to the Liberal party 
by his powers as a Parliamentary debater, 


and by his great personal popularity. Of 
him, even more truly than of Sir Francis 
Hincks, might Lord Metcalfe's biographer 
have said that he had a tongue that cut 
like a sword. His powers of sarcasm and 
vituperation were unrivalled in the As- 
sembly. Sir Dominick Daly, his former 
colleague, on more than one occasion felt 
the keen edge of his satire, and it was in 
consequence of one of his passages of arms 
with that gentleman that the bloodless duel 
referred to in the sketch of Sir Dominick's 
life took place. 
Upon the formation of the second Bald- 
win-Lafontaine Administration, on the 4th 
of March, 1848, Mr. Aylwin again accepte(l 
the portfolio of Solicitor-General for Lower 
Canada, but retained the office only a little 
more than six weeks, when he was elevated 
to the Bench as one of the Judges of the 
Conrt of Queen's Bench for the District of 
Quebec, a" successor to the Hon. Elzear 
Be(lard, who had resigned. In IH.;1 the 
Judiciary of the Province of Quebec \Vas 
remodelle(l. The tribunal which is now 
called the Superior Court was invested 
with the jurisdiction of the old Court of 
Queen's Bench, and the Court of Queen's 
Bench, as remodelled, was invested with 
appellate jurisdiction. Judge Aylwin was 
transferred to the newly constitute(l Court 
of Queen's Bench, and in 18.10 he removed 
to Montreal. For many years subsequent 
to that date he continued to discharge his 
judicial duties without interruption. His 
career as a judge adde(} much to his repu- 
tation. His legal learning wa" great, and 
his ready grasp of the chief points at issue 
in the cases which came before him was the 
admiration of both Bench ancl Bar. His 
charges were singularly clear, and were 
models of lucid exposition. He could see 
his way through the meshes of an involvecl 
and complicated argument with marvellou<; 
rapidity, and was wont to expose the soph- 
istries of a lame defence with merciless 



--"- 


- 


TRE RON. THO
:lAS CUSHING AYLWIN. 


107 


severity. The students and young advo- 
cates of Montreal eagerly pressed into the 
Court to listen to his masterly charges. 
" It was his fortune," says a writer in the 

:lontreal Gazette, "to preside at many of 
the most important and protracted criminal 
trials which have taken place in this city, 
and hundreds who read these lines will 
recall the close and unwearied attention 
which he gave to the evidence, and the ad- 
mirable clearness and precision with which 
he summed up in both languages, forgetting 
no fact of the slightest importance, and 
brushing away in a few pithy and conclu- 
,>ive sentences all the skilfully woven soph- 
istries of the defence. Many of his charges 
were remarkable specimens of forensic elo- 
'juence, and were Jelivered in both the 
English and French languages with equal 
fluency and perspicuity. In some of the 
more important murder trials, the charge 
anJ the reaJing of the evidence lasted seven 
or eight hours, the judge displaying won- 
derful energy and endurance. In Court he 
was remarkable for maintaining decorum 


and order. You might hear a pin drop in 
the Court-room while the presidency was 
in his charge. When in the full enjoyment 
of his faculties, he invariably impressed his 
hearers with the belief that they were in the 
presence of a man of no ordinary powers." 
These protracted efforts doubtless haJ a 
serious effect upon the judge's constitution. 
In 18ûO he was prostrated by a paralytic 
stroke which seriously impaired his intel- 
lect, and though he erelong resumed his 
judicial functions he never again displaye,] 
his furmer vigour, either of body or minJ. 
After the lapse of several years he obtained 
leave of absence, and spent some months in 
Europe. Upon his return to Canada he 
again resumed his judicial duties, but soon 
afterwarJs sent in his resignation. The 
resignation was not accepted for nearly a 
year, when a pension was assigneJ to him, 
and he retired from the Bench, and thence- 
forward lived in strict seclusion down to 
the time of his death, which took place at 
his home in X otre Dame Street, Montreal, 
on the 14th of October, It;íl. 


.. 



r- 


WILLIAl\I BRYDONE-J ACT
, A.:\1., D.C.L., 


PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK 


P RI
CIP.ÂL JACK was born at Tinwald, 
Dumfriesshire, Scotlan.l, on the :!;Jr.l 
uf November, HH9. His father, a stone- 
mason and ma.,>ter builder, came of a 
Perthshire family, but removed to Dum- 
friesshire early in life, married, and settled 
duwn there. The subject of this sketch, 
after receiving a preliminary education at 
the schools of Tinwald, and a more ad- 
vanced training at Halton Hail Academy, 
Caerlaverock, entered as a student at the 
University of St. Andrews, in Fifeshire. 
There he enjoyed the advantage of being 
taught by Sir Davitl Brewster, who was at 
that time PrincilJal of the uniteù colleges 
of 
t. Leonard and St. Salvaùor, and who 
continued throughout his life to take an in- 
terest in his career. He graJuateù at 
t. 
Andrews, and in 1840 took his Master's de- 
gree. During the same year he was ofi'ereù 
the Professorship of Physics in the New 
College, Manchester, in connection with the 
Lonùon University. He wa.,> also utrered 
the Professorship of Mathematics and 
 at- 
ural Philosophy in the U ni vcrsity of New 
Brun!> wick -then King's College- Frederic- 
ton. 
ir David Brewster and other friends 
who took a warm interest in his welfare 
aùvised him to accept the latter position, as 
they considered that he was too young (be- 
ing then not quite twenty-one years of age) I 
to safely risk his reputation in the wider 
and more arduous field of study pursued at 

lanchester. Their counsels prevailed, and I 


he accepted the New Brunswick Professor- 
ship. He reached the scene of his labuurs 
I in the munth of Septemhcr, 1K40, intenùing 
to remain there not more than a year or 
two, and then to return to his native land. 
Fortunately for the interests of the institu- 
tiun, and of the cause of education in the 
Pro\-ince of New Brunswick generally, he 
wa.,> subsequently inùuced to relinquish his 
intention, anù he has ever since been prom- 
inently identified with the struggles and 
(tinally) the success of the cullege. 
What is now known as the University of 
.N ew Brunswick ha.,> unùergone a variety of 
changes in its nmne, character, anù consti- 
tution. As early as HmO it was estahlished 
by a Provincial Charter as the College of 
New Brunswick, but for many years it had 
I few of the attributes of a college. In l
:2S, 
chiefly through the instrumentality of Sir 
Howard Douglas, the then Lieutenant-Guv- 
eruor of the Province, a Royal Charter was 
granted by the Crown incorporating it as 
King's College, Freùericton, and conferring 
upon it all the pri\'ileges of a university. 
This charter, as well as that granted to 
King's College, Turonto, was a copy of that 
previously granted to King's College, Wind- 
sor, Nova Scotia. The King's Colleges at 
Fredericton and Toronto, during the time 
of their troubled existence as such, were 
subjected to very similar trials anù as- 
saults, arising from the exclusive nature uf 
thcir charters, which virtually made them 
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Church of England in<;titutions. In New 
Brunswick, scarcely five years after the 
granting 'of the charter and the Act of En- 
dowment, public dissatisfaction had risen to 
such a pitch that a deputation was sent by 
the House of Assembly to the Home Gov- 
ernment with a list of grievances for which 
they were instructed to seek redress. They 
were charged to complain of the narrow and 
illiberal policy manifesteù in the charter of 
King's College, and to ask for its amend- 
ment in several important particulars. In 
11-)4:), a Provincial Act was passerl by the 
Legislature for the amendment of the char- 
ter, and in L1'!4(j it received the Royal assent. 
By this Act all exclusive privileges were 
abolished, with one significant exception, 
namely, that the Professor of Theology was 
to be at all times a clergyman of the lTnited 
Churches of England and Ireland. This, to- 
gether with the compusition of the Council, 
which wa.'3 still largely Episcopalian, served 
as a cuntinued bone uf contention; and du- 
ring a long period of agitation and abuse the 
college langui
hed in a semi-lethargic state, 
and grew more and more unpopular. In 
18:)4, a ConllIlis
ion was appointed to in- 
quire into its condition, management anrl 
utility; and among the members of the 
CUlUmission \\ el'e the eminent education- 
ists Dr. Dawsun amI Dr. Ryerson. They, 
as directell, submitted to the Lieutenant- 
Uovemor an able and exhau:-.tive report, 
together with the draft of a Bill for estab- 
li.')hiJig a comprehensive system of educa- 
tion in New Brunswick. These ùocuments 
were laiù before the Hou.')e of Assemhly in 
18.j5, and they furm the groundwork upon 
which the eni\'ersity, as now con.')tituted, 
was finally established. But the adversa- 
ries of the College continued implacable and 
powerful, and year after year attempts" ert' 
malle to deprive it of its endowment. The 
final effort was malle in 1t).i8, when a Bill 
passed buth branches of the Legislature anll I 
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received the a!'sent of the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, withholding all money grants from 
the COne[ e. The royal assent, however, 
was refused, chiefly on account of the re- 
presentations of the Lieutenant-Governor 
and memorials from parties interested in 
the College. In the following year, the Act 
establi,>hing the University on its pre:-,ent 
liberal footing was passed, and received the 
royal assent. Since then it has continued 
steadily to grow in the ravou'r and estima- 
tiun of the people, and the popular preju- 
dice which was so long and persistently 
kept up against King's College has not 
been perpetuated with respect to the Uni- 
versity of New Brunswick. 
[n IS(jl the subject of this sketch wa." ap- 
pointed President of the r niversity, which 
pO'iition he has ever since retained, in ad- 
dition to his Professorship of )[athematics 
and Natural Philosophy. During his Pre- 
sidency he ha.'3 been accustomed to spend a 
great part of the summer vacation of each 
year in visiting and examining the schools 
of the Province, and has done his utmost to 
promote higher education generally. He 
has delivered frequent addresses in various 
parts of the Province, enlaq:,ring upon the 
advantages of a eniYersity training and the 
illllucements thereto afforded by the Provin- 
cial Pniversity. His efforts ha\'e been at- 
tended with much SUCcess. The rniversity 
of X ew Brunswick, as we have seen, has 
for some years past steadily advanced in 
popular favour, and the outcry against it 
has long ceased to make itself heard. 
"'hen the present School Law came into 
uperation in 
ew Brunswick,Pmsident Jack 
\Va.'3 officially appointeù a member of the 
Provincial Board of Education, and he has 
!>ince made his presence perceptibly and 
beneficially felt there. He has always been 
fond of astmnomical studies, anù ha
 en- 
gaged in variuu<; important e},.periments con- 
nected with that brauch of science. 



THE lION. JOHN CARLING. 


' l it CARLI
G is the youngest son of 
..oJ the late Mr. !homas Carling, a native 
of the county of Yorkshire, England, who 
emigrated thence to Canada in the year 
UH8, and during the following year set- 
tled in the tuwnship of London, in the 
county of :\liddlesex, where he took up a 
tract of Government land, and devote,l 
himself to a farmer's life in the bush. The 
greater part uf the township was then a 
pathless forest, though a few settlers who 
had arrived immediately after the close of 
the war of 1IH2, '13 awl '14, were to be 
found here and there. The eity of London, 
of coursc, had no existence in those days, 
and had not even arrived at the dignity of 
a village. Its present site was co\"ered by 
a dense forest. A solitary hut near what 
is now the foot of York Street was the one 
human habitation on the sit.., of the pres- 
ent capital of \Vestern Ontario when 
lr. 
Thumas Carling first passed through it on 
his way to his bush farm. The hut "as 
occupied by an American" squatter" named 
Miller, who kept a small boat for the con- 
veyance of emigrants across the river. 
Ir. 
Carling experienced the usual hardships and 
vicissitudes incideutal to pioneer life. He 
served as a volunteer during the troubles of 
IS37 and 11')3K He cuntinued in agricul- 
tural pursuits until the year 183(}, when he 
removed into the town which had mean- 
while sprung up, and after an interval of 
several years entered into business as a 


brewer. A few years later, J\Ir. Thomas 
Carling, having amassed a competence, re- 
tired from the business, which devolved 
upon his sons, and under their auspices has 
developed into one of the largest of its kind 
in the Dominion. After his retirement Mr. 
Carling, Senior, for some years took an ac- 
tive interest in municipal and local affairs 
generally, and was a man of character and 
influence. He died at his home in Londun 
last winter, at the advanced age of eighty- 
three years. 
The subject of this sketch was born at 
the paternal homestead in the township of 
London on the :2:3rd of January, 1828. He 
was educated at the public schools in the 
neighhourhood, and at more advanced estab- 
lishments in town. He devoted himself to 
acquiring a knowledge of the brewing busi- 
ness, and employed himself in the estab- 
I lishmellt from the time of leaving school 
When he was twenty-one years of age he 
I married Miss Hannah Dalton, eldest daugh- 
ter of 1\11'. Henry Dalton, of London. Pre- 
vious . to his marriage he succeeded to a 
share in the active management of the busi- 
ness with his brother William, and the firm 
of 'V. & J. Carling soon became one of the 
best known firms in their line of business 
in the Pruvince. He prospered, and became 
a man of influence in the community. In 
politics he is a Conservative, and in De- 
cember, 18.57, was returned to the old Cana- 
dian Assembly as member for the city of 
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Lon(lon. He thenceforward continued to 
represent that constituency in the Assembly 
unti1 Confederation; and after Confedera- 
tion he represented it both in the Hou'!e 
of Commons and the Local Legislature of 
Ontario until the abolition of Dual Repre- 
sentation. Since then he has represented 
it in the House of Commons only. He has 
been an earnest and consistpnt supporter 
of his Party, but has not been so extreme 
a<; to have created any bitter enmities on 
the part of his political opponents, and i-.; 
popular with adherents of all shades of 
opinion. He held the position of Receiver- 
General in the Cartier-)Iacdonald Adminis- 
tration for a short time hefore it went to 
pieces in 186:!. 
When the late Hon. John Sandfielrl 
Iac- 
donald formed the first 
linistry for Ontario 
on the Hith of July, 18G7, he offered to Mr. 
Carling the portfolio of Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Public Works. The offer 
wa'! accepted, and the position was retained 
by .Mr. Carling until the defeat of the nov- 
ernment in December, IH71. His tenure of 
office was marked by several measures of 
some public importance. including a liberal 


I 
I 
l 


schem
 of emigration, the opening up of the 
Free Grant Lands to settlers in the Di"trict 
of 1Iluskoka, the establishing of an Agricul- 
tural College, and a measure for the drain- 
age of waste lands. Port Carling, a little 
village situated on the short lock which 
connects Lakes )Iuskoka and Rosseau, is 
named in his honour. 
'h. Carling is a man of much enterprise 
and public spirit, and is very popular in the 
constituency wherein he resides, which he 
has represented either in one House or an- 
other ever "ince his first entrJ- into public 
life, more than twenty-three years ago. He 
is connected with various important com- 
panies, and is an excdlent man of business 
He has been a school trustee ani] an alder- 
man of the ci ty of London, and was for 
many years a Director of the Great "-estern 
Railway Company. He was also a promi- 
nent Director of the London, Huron and 
Bruce and London and Port Stanley Rail- 
ways. In 1
7H he wa.., elected a Water 
Commissioner for the construction of the 
,,- ater \Yorks for the city of London, and 
was sllol)sequently appointed Chairman of 
the Boanl. 
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 HUGH HOLMES, Provincial 

 Secretary and Premier of Nova Scotia, 
is a son of the late 
enator John Holmes, I 
of Pictou, N.S. Senator Holmes was one of 
the earlier settlers of Pictou county, having 
emigrated from the Scottish Highlands in 
1801, when he was but eleven years of age. 
He settled at East River, Pictou, and by his 
industry, intelligence and public spirit won 
the confidence of the people among whom 
he Ii ved, to such effect that he was elected 
to represent the county in the Provincial 
Parliament for three successive terms of 
four years each-extending from 18:l(j till 
IX-Hi. He was elected again in IH.j:2. In 
1X51') he was appointed a member of the 
Legislative Council of Nova Scotia, a pusi- 
tion which he occupied till the Union uf the 
Provinces in 1HG7, when he was called to 
the Senate. Though he was at the time of 
the -c nion well nigh four score years of age, 
he took his seat, and continued to attend 
year aftl-'r year till 187G, when he died, 
aged eighty-six. Public life may thus be 
suppose(l to have a claim upon the son- 
a claim which he has been quite ready to 
recognize. 
Mr. S. H. Holmes was educated at thc 
Grammar 
ehoul, New Glasgow, an(l at 
Pictou Academy. He studied law with 
the Hon. .Tames 
[acdonald, Q.C., amI was 
admitted to the Bar in lXG-t<. He practised 
his profession with industry and succe;;s, 
but always looked forward to a public ca- 


reel', amI took the deepest interest in the 
political questiuns of the day. [n 1X.)7 he 
originated the ColunÙd St(t'iu/u1'fl, a wel-'kly 
political paper, which he continue(l to edit 
with marked ability and success till he be- 
came Premier, in lx7H. 
The editor of a party newspaper must 
keep up a minute acquaintance with the 
public affàirs of the country where he de- 
sires to exercise his influence. :\11'. Holmes 
watched the doings and sayings of }lu hlic 
men in Nova :Scotia with a keen eye, and 
won the reputation of being a vigorous 
political critic, an pffcctive dpbater. aIllI an 
ahle organizer. 
In 18G7 Nova Scotia was convulsed with 
an agitation for and against Confederation. 
There was no possibility of mistaking the 
drift of public fePling. The change in- 
volved in Confederation was so great that 
the agitation against it rose and swelled 
into stormy popularity. 
rr. Holmes, how- 
ever, was an ardent Confederate; and when 
candidates for the local Legislature were re- 
quired he did not hesitate to stand in the 
gap. He made a stunly fight, although he 
amI his colleagues went to the polls with 
the moral certainty of defeat. The reaction 
came in due time, and in 187\ Mr. Holmes 
was easily returned in the county of Pictou 
at the head of the poll. Since lx71 he has 
bpen thrice returne(l by the sallie constitu- 
ency, and hy incrpasing majorities. 
In Ik7.j he bl-'came lea(ler of the Oppo- 
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ition in the As
embly. and thi" position 
he held till tl1P change of Govprnnll'nt re- 
sulting from the elections of 18ï
. While 
in opposition to the Government of the day 
he propounded mea<;ures which met with 
the approval of the country, anll dpvoted 
his utmost energies to question
 of finance, 
and to the railway policy of the administra- 
tion. In lð7
 the local Government was 
defeated, ha.. ing won only eight spat" out I 
of thirty-eight. Mr. Holmes, as leader of 
the Opposition, was called upon to form the 
neW Admini"tration, of which he has con- 
tinued Premipr and Pro.. incial Secretary. 
Since he has assume.d the reins of power 
it ha,> been )Ir. Holmes's duty to extricate 
tIle Province from an e\.tremcly disa!jree- 
able financial prpdicament - to equalizl' 
rewmw and expenditure, which had fallen 
sadly away from the safe condition of bal- 
ancing-and to place the railways of the 
country in a position to be of some use to 
the people llY whose money they hall been 
so far con"tructed. The rewnue hall fallen 
off hy nearly 

OO,OOO. A debt of 
:1:)o,- 
0011 had been incllrrPd. The railways aided 
with the greatest liberality by the Legisla- 
ture hall not been completed, and ha,,'ing ex- 
hausted the Provincial suL:"iilies, they ceased 
tu make any progress. 
Ir. Holmes has 
grapple(l with the ..aried difficulties of the 
situation with patient energy and sagacity, 
and with the certainty of succpss. It is no 
light matter to huild and opl'rate three hun- I 
drell mile!' of railway, maintain roalls anll 
bridges, meet the current e\.pem:es of ail- 
ministration and legislation, an(l gi\'e ;-;
OO,- 
000 in ail 1 of education-all out of a re..-- 
enue of 
(iOO,OOO. 

Ir. Holmes when in opposition was an 
advocate of municipal incorporatiun-local 
"elf-go\ ernlllent-for the countie..,. One of 
the earlie"t and most valuable acts of his 
a(lministration was the maturin
 alllll'uact- 
ing of an incorporation law suited to tIw 
counties. The Act has been in operation 
1\'-L6 
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I for m'er a year, and is glnng entire <;atis- 
faction. No previous a(lministration ft,]t 
I strong enough (or hall the courage) to grap- 
ple with the Ilue
tion. It is a reform of 
I great importance which should ha..-e taken 
place twenty years agu. 
Three years ago two railway companies 
running connecting lines engaged in a bit- 
ter strife as injurious to them<;elves as to 
tIlt> public. Each company did everything 
in its power to emharrass awl injurP the 
other. For one whole season the trade 
of two counties was nearly paralyzed by 
this foolish strife; hut there wa,> no law 
that conld be brought to bear upon the case. 
1Ir. Holmes no sooner had the opportunity 
than he matured a n1Pa..,ure-a gencral Rail- 
way Act which will effectually prevent the 
recurrence of such a difficulty. 
Xova Scotia has still a Le
islative Coun- 
cil which adds considerably to the cost of 
legislation. It is a part of 111'. Holmes's pol- 
I i,'y to abolish this" rpper Chamber." For 
the present a large majority of the Council 
are in opposition to the policy of the Cah- 
inet on this point; but tIll' Premier has de- 
clared his determination to u"e every legiti- 
mate nlPans to gi..-e effect to the "ishes of 
the people. 
)lr. Holmes is a forcible speaker, though 
his elocution is by DO means faultless. He 
I keeps to the point, al1l1 elaborates it to the 
minutest detail. He usually rises from par- 
ticulars to gencrals, and concludes by pre- 
senting a subject in its largest and most im- 
pressive a'>pects. When ilealing with a 
fa\ ourite theme, such as the duty of main- 
I taining the educational system in its integ- 
rity, or pre,;en'ing intact the credit of the 
country. he attains to genuine eloquence. 
His powpr is largely in quif't persi,;tence 
and common sen
e. He is in the prime of 
life, and is like I} to be hl'anl of in the wider 
sphere of Dominion politics, a.., a "tates- 
mall of whom hi!. country nePlls not to he 
a__halllefi. 



TIlE HON. SIR JOIl
 BEVERLEY ROBI
SO
, 


BART., C.B.. D. c.L. 


T HE subject of this sketch occupied a 
conspicuous place in the society of 
this Province for fully half a century. It 
is granted to very few persons to enjoy so 
long a lease of popularity, amI to achieve 
distinction in so many and such various 
walks of life. Fame came to him very 
early, and attended him throughout the 
whole of his subsequent career. Every step 
he took was a step in advance. As a boy, 
11e was one of the most promising scholars 
at the old Grammar School at Cornwall. 
AB a law-stuòent he was diligent and 
painstaking, awl inspired all his youthful 
companions with sanguine confidence in his 
future. At twenty-one he volunteered to 
fight the battles of his country, and served 
with credit and distinction under Brock at 
Detroit and at Queenston Heights. His 
military ardour was again conspicuously 
displayed during the troubles of 183ï, when 
he doffed his ermine, and once more buckled 
on his sword to defend the Government of 
the day against an armed in'lurrection. For 
twelve successive years he was Attorney- 
General of Upper Canada, and during the 
greater part of that period he was the Par- 
liamentary leader of the political Party to 
which he belongpd. He surren,]ered these 
distinctions to accept one still higher, and 
for more than thirty-two years thereafter 
he occupied the dignified position of Chief 
Justice of his nati ve Province. When the 
grave closed over him it was declared in all 


seriousness, by a writer who seems to have 
reflected the prevalent sentiment of the 
legal profession generally] tl1at Canada har] 
lost the greatest man she had ever produced. 
Frum all which it is eviclent enough that 
his earthly career \Va'! one of undoubted 
success, in so far as winning applause and 
honour from his contemporaries can be sai.l 
to constitute success. 
\V orldly success, however, is not a con- 
clusive proof of greatness, and we venture 
to predict that the verdict pronounced at 
his death will not be the verdict of history. 
John Beverley Rohinson was a man of more 
than average ability. His manners, from 
youth to age, were generally courtly and 
pleasing. He wal; steady, industrious, anr! 
ambitiolls. Various circumstance-; combined 
to afford him exceptional advantages in the 
race for distinction, and he matle the most 
of his opportunities. By descent, by train- 
ing, and by nati ve predilection, he was allied 
to the Party which had long enjoyed a mo- 
nopoly of political power and authority. The 
policy of that Party was to preserve the 
then-existing order of things, and to frown 
down all attempts to introduce change. It 
numLere.! in its ranks aU the scions of aris- 
tocracy to be found in Upper Canada. Few 
of them coul.l boast of much learning, but 
their training was at lea"t far in advance of 
that of the people who made up the bulk of 
the prr)\-incial pop,Ilation: an.! thcir polishpd 
manners and social standing were sllch as 
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to gi..e them a commanding influence in a 
primitive community. In such a commu- 
nity, be it under;;tood, a very moderate de- I 
gree of learning and aptitude for public I 
life counted for much. Young John Bever- 
 
ley Robinson had more than a moderate 
degree of intellect, and his educational 
training was, for those times, exceptionally 
liberal. He early came to be looked upon 
as the rising hope of the Tories, and it can- 
not be denied that he realized their expec- 
tations. \Ve believe him to have been 
thoroughly well-meaning and conscientious. 
Real greatness or genuine statesmanship, 
however, cannot be claimed for him. A 
statesman would have had a clearer insight 
into the requirements of his country, and 
would ha,-e endeavoured to promote its 
be.,t interests. He would not ha"e been so 
blinded by party prejudice as to throw the 
whole weight of his influence into the scale 
against those clearer-sighted spirits who ad- 
vocated Responsible Government. He would 
have known that the fiat had gone forth; 
and that any attempts to prevent the inevi- 
table consummation would be as ineffectual 
as were )Irs. Partington's exertions to stem 
back the resistless tide of the Atlantic with 
her broom. A statesman, with such know- 
ledge of the facts of the case as John Bever- 
ley Robinson must have possessed, would 
not have opposed Lord Durham's mi'ision. 
anò would not ha,-e attempted to ca..,;t 
odium and ridicule upon that nobleman's I 
"Report." .A stateslllp.n, moreover, would 
not have attempted to uphold the charter I 
I 
of King's College. He wuuld have knuwn I 
that the people of Cana(la would not for- 
e\ er submit to the domination of an ecclesi- 
a.,tical caste over the affairs of a national 
uninn-ity. So far as to the question uf 
statesmanship. A great man, on the other I 
hand, would not have lent himself to a 
series of State pro:>ecutions which form an I 
ignominiou'i chapter in the history of Fpper 
Canadian jurisprwlence. To say that in 


all his actions John Beverley Robinson fol- 
lowed the dictates of his .conscience is to 
defend his personal integrity at the expense 
of his political prescience amI sagacity. A 
II!an who conscientiously permits himself to 
be the instrument of tyranny and selfish 
misgovernment may be scrupulously honest 
according to his lights; but his lights are 
not of the brightest, and his admirers must 
not complain if history refuses to admit his 
intellectual greatness, or even to accord him 
a place on the same pedestal with Robert 
Baldwin. 
He was descended from an old Yorkshire 
family which traces its lineage back to 

icholas Robinson, of Lincolnshire, gentle- 
man, who li,-wl in the time of Henry VII. 
During Puritan times several members of 
the family emigrated from Yorkshire to 
America, and settled in the Uld Dominion. 
where they attained to positions of high 
.,;ocial and political influence. The imme- 
diate ancestor of the late Chief Justice was 

Ir. Christopher Robinson, who at the time 
of the breaking out of the Revolutional'} 
\Var was a student at William and Mary 
College, at Williamsburg, Virginia. He 
cast in hi" lot with the royalist party, anll 
received an Ensign's commission in the 
famous regiment of Queen's "Rangers, com- 
mamled by Colonel Simcoe, who afterwards 
became the first Governor of U Fper Canada. 
He served in that regiment until the close 
of hostilities, when, with many of his self- 
exiled compatriots, he repaired to what 
afterwards became the Pro\-ince of New 
Brunswick. He took up his abode in the 
1:1 E. Luyalist settlement on the St. John 
River, a few miles below Fredericton. In 
17
4-the year which witnessed the crea- 
tion of the Province of :\ew Brunswick- 
he married Miss Esther 
ayer, a daughter 
of the Re,'. John Sayer. a clergyman of the. 
Episcopal Church, formerly resident in Fair- 
field, Connecticut. In 1 ï
t! he removed to 
the parish of L'Assomption, in the Province 
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of Quebec. Three years later he remuved to 
Berthier, where his secund sun, the subject 
of this sketch, was born on the 2Gth of July, 
17m-the year which was signalized by the 
pa::;sing of the Constitutional Act, an(l the 
creation of Upper Canada as a separate 
Province. 
In former sketches we have seen that Gov- 
ernor Simcoe, immetIiately aftel' his aninII 
in Canada, in 17!J2, used his best cndeav- 
ours to induce immigration into the Upper 
Province which he had come out to govern. 
By his influence, many of the members of 
his old regiment of "Queen's Rangers"- 
which I'egiment had been .lisbanded at the 
close of the war-were ilHluced to settle on 
the shores of Lake Ontario. Among these 
was Chri!',tupher Robinson, who, in 17!)2, 
removed from Berthier to Kingston, accom- 
panied by his wife and family, consisting of 
his son, John Beverley, who \"as then only 
a few months old, and an elder son, naIIled 
Peter. The family re::;ided in Kingston 
about six years. Christopher, the father, 
practised law, and on the formation of the 
Law Society of Upper Cana(la was elected 
one of the first Benchers. He also repre- 
sented the United Counties of Lenno'\. and 
Addington in the Legislative Asspmbly, antI 
held important Government appointments, 
including that of Deputy Ranger of W oo(ls 
and Furest<; for Upper Canada. It may as 
well be menl10ned in this place that Peter, 
the eldest son, also entercd public life, and 
rcpresented the county of York in the Leg- 
islative Assembly for many years. He sub- 
sequently became a member of the Legis- 
lative Council and COIIlmissioner of Crown 
Lands. He died in V;:3K A younger son, 
William, wa<; also a well-known peI";onage 
in this Province, where he held many posi- 
tions of influence, including that of repre- 
sentati ve of the county of Simcoe in the 
Assembly, lnspector-General, Commissioner 
of Public W OI'ks, allfl Commissiuncr uf the 
Canada Company. 


To return. In 17!)
 the family removed 
from Kin
ston to York, the Pro\'illcial capi- 
tal. Christopher, the fa.ther, died within a 
few months after this event, leaving a family 
of three sons and three daughters but slen- 
derly provided for. John Beverley, who 
was then ::;even years of age, was within a 
year or two after this time sent to schoul 
to Dr. - afterwards Bishop-Strachan, at 
Kingston. Tutor and pupil seem to lun e 
foqued a mutual liking frum the very first, 
ånd the favourable opinion which each then 
concei ved of the other continued unchanged 
thruughout their respecti\'e lives. That the 
Ductor should have been fond of his pupil 
is not to be wondered at, for he must have 
becn a \'Cry lovable little fellow. He was 
bright awl hallllsollII' in appearanee, truth- 
ful awl honourable in his character. As a 
Rtwlent he \\ as precocious and diligent, an(l 
learned his tasks in less than half the time 
l'equired by his fellow-pupils. He was 
C(lually proficient in the boyish exercises uf 
the playgrouml, and was 1001..e.1 upon by 
his young companions as a sort of Admir- 
able Crichton. When the Ductor remond 
to Cornwall his pupil followed him thither, 
and became his pet scholar. And so it 
came about that thè opinion::; of the lattcr 
were to a large extent forme( 1 hy Dr. 
::;trachan. 
o charge of inconsistency can 
be brought against either of them. Uther 
people Illight change their opinions, but the 
opinions of Dr. Strachan and .John Beverley 
Robinson, like those of most members of 
the Family Compact, were as unalterable 
as erst were the laws of the Medes and 
Persians. Their minds never expan.ll'd; 
they never learned wisdom in the school uf 
experience. The political opinions instilled 
into Juhn Beverley Robinson's mind while 
he wa<; a boy at the Cornwall Grammar 
School were cOIl!;cientiously held by him 
through life. The natural bent of his mind 
was Conservati \"e, and was confirmed by the 
school in which he wa<; reared. He was 
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ncver entirely emancipated from the thral- 
dom of the school-room, and throughout his 
whole political career was lllure or less sub- 
jt.ct to Dr. Strachan's influence. 
"\t the age of sixteen he entered upon 
the stUlly of that profession in which he 
was destincd to attain such high eminence. 
He began his studies in the year l
O
, when 
he was articled to the Hon. D'Arcy Boulton, 
author of a " Sketch of His 
Iajesty's Prov- 
ince of Upper Canada," published at Lon- 
lIon in l
O:). 
Ir. Boulton, who sub:>e<]uently 
became Attorney-Gelleral, aneL in HHt) wa.<; 
raisell to the J u(lieial Hench, was at this 
time Solicitor-General of -epper Canada, and 
had what in those times was regarcled a<; a 
large practice. Young Robinson at the same 
time obtained employment as a clerk in one 
of the Department<;, and subsequently acted 
as Clerk to the House of As!"embly. For 
his scn'ices in the latter capacity he re- I 
cei\ed fifty pounds, which SUlll was voterI 
to him by the Hou"e " for his extraurdinary 
attention tu the duties of his office." \Vhen I 
he had been under articles a little more than 
two years his principal had occasiun to go I 
to Europe on official business. The ves..el 
in which the latter took passage was seized 
by a French privateer during its progress 
across th(' Atlantic, and the passengers amI 
crew-inclucling 
lr. Boulton-were con- I 
veyed to France awl confined a'i pri
oner<; 
of war. They were detainee I until the 
Treaty of Peace was signed in lðU. Soon 
after intelligence of the seizure reached 
Uppel' Canalla John Beverley Rul,in,.,on 
tran"ferred hi" service" to the office of the 
I 
Hon. Joh
 McDone
l, .\ttorney-Gcneral of I 
the Provlllce. Before he had completed 
the term of his clerkship, howe\ er, both 
hiluself and his principal were called upon 
tu dpt"nd their country from a fureign in- 
vaIleI'. On the 18th of June, It>12, the 
President of the United States declared 
war against Great Britain, amI proceeeled 
to im aele Canada as the mo'St vulucrable 
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point of the Empire. The story of the west- 
ern expedition under Brigadier-General 
Hull, awl that of the expeditiun alung the 
:Xiagara River under Van Renssellaer, ha\"e 
been related in the sketch of the life of Gen- 
eral Brock, in the first volume of this 
eries. 
The subject of this sketch pro\"ed himself 
a worthy descendant of his Lo:rali
t father. 
:Xo sooner was the hostile declaration of the 
American President made known in York 
than he joined the York militia, anel ob- 
tainec1 a lieutenant's commission under Colo- 
nel \Villiam Allan. He accompanip(l Brock 
on his marvellous ""('stern expedition, and 
was present at the surrender of Detroit, 
upon which occa-.ion he was presented to 
the re.loul.table Tecumseh. It i..; saill by a 
contemporary writer that Lieutenant Rob- 
inson drew up the articles of capitulation 
signed on the surrender of the fort--an as- 
sertion of which we ha"e not been able tu 
find any confirmation, and which does not 
seem to be very probable. There is abun- 
llant evillence, howe\'er, that he hore him- 
self gallantly, and proved himself wurthy 
uf the stock fl'um which he sprang. He 
\Va.,> placecl on the detachmpnt which formecl 
a guard o'.cr the American General, but 
whether he accompaniccl it any farther east 
than York \\ e have not been able to a,>cer- 
tain. He was soon afterwards placed on 
active service on th.. 
iagara frontier, and 
took part in the contiict at, Queen__ton where 
his principal, Attorney - General 
[cDonell, 
and the 
allant Brock were slain. He wa-; 
not far frum General Bruck when that hero 
feU, anù thruughout the rcst of the battle 
he distinguished himself by his comage and 
hi" iwlitiercnce to pcr:>onal danger. Colonel 
Cullin, in his work, co The War and its 

Ioral," draws a flattering, albeit a just 
portraiture of the intrepid yuung lieuten- 
ant. "The mcn of Linculn," he says, "and 
the' brave Y urk volunteers,' with ' Brock' 
on their lips an.l re"enge in their hearts, 
had joined in'the la...t de:sperate charge, and 
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among the foremost, foremost ever found, 
was John Be\Oerley Robinson, a U. E. Loy- 
alist, a la wyer from Toronto, and not the 
worse soldier for all that. His light, com- 
pact, agile figure, handsome face, and eager 
eye, were lung proudly remembere(l by those 
who had witnessed his conduct in the field, 
and who loved to dwell on those traits of 
chivalrous loyalty, energetic talent, and 
sterling worth which, in after years, and in 
a happier sphere, elevated him to the posi- 
tion of Chief Justice of the Province, and 
to the rank of an English Baronet." The 
young soldier was also mentioned with fit- 
ting honour in Sir Roger H. Sheatie's de- 
spatch to Sir George Prevost, giving an 
official account of the memorable engage- 
ment on Queenston Heights. 
Lieutenant Robinson was detached to 
convey the prisoners of war to Kingston. 
Having performed this duty he returned to 
York, and having arrived there, he fuund 
that he had been appointed to act as suc- 
cessor to his late principal in the important 
office of Attorney-General. The intelligence 
is said to have taken him by surprise, and 
it may well have done so, for he was only 
twenty-one years of age, and had not been 
called to the Bar. The appointment was 
made on the recommendation of 'Villiam 
Dummer Powell, who was then a Puisné 
Judge of the Court of King's Bench, and a 
man of high influence with the Guvern- 
ment. 1\Ir. Powell declared that the ap- 
pointment was" fully justified by the high 
character the young student had already 
attainefl for legal knowledge, and the zeal 
an(l assiduity which he always brought to 
the performance of every duty that devolved 
upon him." The appointment, backed by 
a recommendation from such a quarter, 
met with public approval. Solicitor-Gen- 
eral Boulton would have succeeded to the 
office by rotation, if he had been available 
fur the post, but he was still confined in a 
French prison. John Beverley Robinson 


enterefl upon his official duties on the 3rd 
of December, 1812. He was then called 
to the Bar by a special rule of the Court of 
Kin
's Bench, which wa.,> subsequently con- 
firme(l by a special Act of Parliament. On 
the 4th of January, UH3, he was admitted 
as an attorney. He retained the office of 
Attorney-General until the 6th of January, 
lKI."J, when Mr. Boulton, having been liber- 
ate(l, and having returned tu Canalla, suc- 
ceeded to the position, and 
Ir. Rohinson 
accepted the post of Solicitor-General. He 
was regularly called to the Bar by the Law 
Ruciety of Ppper Canaila in Hilary Term. 
;).) Geu. III., UH5, contemporaneously with 
George Ridout, Jonas Jones, Christopher 
A. Hagerman, an(l David Jones, all of whom 
subsequently ruse tu hig
 eminence in the 
Province. 
Soon after his appointment as Solicitor- 
General he obtained leave of absence, and 
proceeded to England, with a dew to being 
called to the English Bar. He kept several 
Terms at Lincoln's Inn, but did not remain 
long enough to enable him to present him- 
self for call to the Bar. During his stay in 
London he married 
Iiss Emma Walker, a 
daughter of Mr. Charles 'Valker, and a niece 
of 
Ir. William Merry, a gentleman who 
was at one time Under Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs. 
He returned to Canada immediately after 
his marriage, which took place in 1817. He 
had continued meanwhile to hold the office 
of Solicitor-General. In February, lSl
, 
the Attorney-General, 
Ir. Boulton, was 
raised to the Bench, and Mr. Robinson at 
the same time once more succeeded to the 
office of Attorney-General. Among the 
early prosecutions which devolved upon him 
in this capacity were thuse of the Red River 
rioters and the unfortunate Robert Gourlay. 
'Vith the particulars of the prusecutions 
against 
Lr. Gourlay readers of these pages 
ate already familiar.- The trials of the 
*::;ee Vol. III., p. :!
7. 
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Red River criminals, which took place at 
the assizes held at York in October, 1818, 
arose out of the disputes between the Earl 
of Relkirk and the N orth- West Company, 
and made a great deal of noise at the time. 
Lord Selkirk brought grave cllarges against 
Attorney-General Robinson in connection 
with these procf'edings, and accused him of 
tampering with justice. For this accusation 
there does not seem to hav.e been any justifi- 
cation, although it is certain that the At- 
torney-Genl'ral displayed a good deal of 
political partisan::;hip, and was to a large 
extent under the influence of Dr. Strachan. 
The fact is, that Lord Selkirk was an en- 
lightcned man, and held ideas in advance 
of his times on the subject of colonization. 
For this reason he was distasteful to the 
Fami]y Compact. His idea of planting an(l 
settling an independent colony seemed to 
them in the highest degree revolutionary, 
and It thing to be put down. He was more- 
over the enemy of the North-West Com- 
pany, whicll had very powerful friends in 
Upper Canada, among whom must be num- 
hereò Dr. Strachan himself. His Lordship 
(lid not appear in person at the trial, anò 
the prisonprs were in each case pronounced 
to be .. not guilty." 
In 1821 Mr. Robinson entered the House 
of Assemb]y as the first representati\Te for 
the town of York. It had been well umler- 
stood before his election that he was to be- 
come the leader of his Party immediately 
upon taking his seat. The understantling 
was carried into et!ect, amI throughout his 
Parliamentary career he continued to be 
the a(lvocate and mouthpiece of High Tory- 
ism. \Vhatcver wa'! supporte,l hy usage 
and custom, that he supportefl. Whate\Ter 
was new, and smacke(l uf innovatiun, that 
he opposeù. The Gourlay comoention, for 
instanee, was in hi.; (aUf I ])1'. Strachan's) 
opinion a long stridf' in the direction of re- 
PlIhlicanism. Hi,., was tlw solitary vuice 
raised in the Assemblv in lK
l a"ainst the 
" '" 


rppf'al of )1 r. .Tones's Act "for preventing 
certain meetings (i e. conventions) in -epper 
Canada." His was the solitary vote recordecl 
against the repeal. The Act had bcen only 
about two years in operation, hut almost 
every thinking man in the country ha(l 
come to regard it as absurd. Not so Mr. 
Attorney-General. He was "a consistent 
politician," and nevpr changpd his views. 
Of course he had abundant reason to feel 
satisfied with the prpvalent order of things. 
He fully realized the expectations of even 
the most sanguine of his frienlls, whom he 
served with a loyalty and unbending integ- 
rity which in themselves are worthy of all 
praise. His politics, however, were the poli- 
tics of a past age. No intelligent man of t1w 
present day would give utterance to such 
political doctrines as the first member for 
York gravely enunciated from session to 
session. \Ve have no space to particularize. 
The general course of his career as a ]egis- 
latur has been indicated In the opening para- 
graphs. For the rest, he was a fluent and 
finished speakcr, with an admirable facility 
in the art of putting things. He was natUJ'- 
ally kind and amiable, amI his temper was 
under perfpct control, so that he made fpwer 
persona] enemies than might have been ex- 
peete(l from the very llecided stand which 
he took in matters political. He framed a 
good many statutes of more or less import- 
ance, which afforù evidence that he was an 
adept in the mechanical part of legislation. 
His presence was particularly fine and CUIJI- 
mamling, and from first to last he was the 
foremost figure in the Assemh]y. 
In 182
 he wa'! charge(l with on offici a] 
mission to Great Britain, the object sought 
to be attained being the settlement of Cl'r- 
tain differences which hall arisen Iletween 
the FpPfr and Lower Provinces relative to 
certain custom,., duties collectetl at the port 
of Montreal. His et!orts to bring ahout a 
settlement Wt're comp1etd.v succl'ssful, allll 
the public appreciation of his services found 
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expression in a vote of thanks from both 
Houses of the Legislature. During his visit 
to England at this time he was callerl to the 
Bar of Lincoln's Inn. His plea.o;;ant manners 
an,l undoubted abilities won many friends 
for him, amI society readily opened its duors 
to the clever and ImIlflsome young colonist. 
\Vithin a few months after his return to 
Canada he was reëlected to the Assembly 
for the tuwn of York by a majority of only 
three votes over his opponent, the late Coro- 
ner Dug
an. About the same time the Im- 
perial Guvernment otfered him the lucrative 
post of Chief J llstice of the Island of )IaUTi- 
tius, the pmoluments of which amounted to 
se..eral thousanlls of pounds per annum. 
But he wa" not to be tempted to lea\"(' his 
native land, where his prosppcts were excel- 
lcnt, and where, in,lecd, he Illight very well 
hope to rise to almost any position to which 
he might aspire. His position in Parliament 
was, as Ill' hf'lieve,l, secure; his legal prac- 
tice was nry large and profitable; and he 
had a large circle of wealthy aIllI attached 
hien,ls who looked up to him as their head. 
It would be time enough to accept a seat 
on tl1P Bench when he should beconH' tire,l 
of public amI professional life. That such 
were his views was clearly proved a year 
later, when he declined to succeed Judge 
Powell as Chief Justice of Upper Canada. 
The various indictments, fines, imprison- 
ments and libel suits, which markclI Mr. 
Robinson's ten UTe of the office of Atturney- 
General are phases of his career upon which 
it is not pleasant to dwcll. It has been 
I1l'ged on his behalf that many of these 
prosecutions were justifiable and ri
ht, and 
that as to the rest the Attorney-General 
merely actell on oraers issuerl by his sU}Je- 
rim's, amI in fulfilment of his official duties. 
Even if this presentation of the matter were 
true, is it not heyon,l doubt that a man who 
i" at once honouralJle aIllI enlightened will 
ne\ er accept a<; "duties" any acts which 
an' oppressive, unjust, and subversive of 


public liberty? Such a man will not lend 
himsplf to tyranny. His honour will appear 
to him to be better worth preserving than 
his place. If the latter cannot be retainell 
without sacrifiping the former, the place 
will have to go. But we fear that even the 
facts, to say nothing of the argument, are 
against the Attorney-General in this matter. 
He was certainly not acting under orders 
from the (}overnment. nor was he perform- 
ing mere official duties, when he personally 
prosecuted poor Francis Collins of the þ'1'f'C- 
11/(/ II for imputing" nati ve malignancy" and 
"falsehooll" to the Attorney-General. For 
this offence the unhappy editor was mulcted 
in a fine of fifty poulllls, ani I lay a pris- 
oner in York gaol for twelve months. Nor 
was it in compliance with official routine 
that he took part in the proceedings which 
resultell in the removal of Judge Willis, 
with whom he hall hall sevcral pcrsonal al- 
tercations, in whieh he had always been 
worsted. The most notable of these pas- 
sages of arms is worthy of special mention. 
The AttofllPy-(}eneral, while addl'essing the 
Court (Judge Willis) on a prosecution, re- 
markell that Iluring his ten years' tenure' of 
office he had never made a practice of insti- 
tuting proceedings until a formal complaint 
had bcen made. "That," remarked .J u,lge 
Willis, "is a proof that your practice has 
been uniformly wrong." The Attorney-Gen- 
eral hall nut been accustomed to have either 
his practice or his ju<lgment called in ques- 
tion. His reply was to the etfect that he 
knew his duty as well as any judge on the 
Bench. .. That lllay he," said Jmlge Willis, 
"but you have not dOl\(' it." Upon tllf' At- 
torney-Genera!'s persisting in the corrcctness 
of his practice, and declaring that he shouM 
continw. to /10 in tll(' future as he had done 
in the past, Judge Willis informe.] him, in 
a very se\cre and Ilignified manner, that it 
would he his (the jud;se's) duty to rcport 
the Attorney-G/'neral's conauct to tlll' HOI1IP 
Government-" awl," he concluded, " under- 



THE RON. SIR JOH
 BEYER LEY ROBI
SON, BART. 


stand this; it i" my place to state to the 
officers of the ('rown the nature of their 
duties; an.l it if> their place to perform 
them." The Attorney-Gcneral was silencell, 
hut not convinced. 
His personal pro<;ecution of {'oIl ins, and 
the severe punishment to which the allegell 
libeller wa<; sul
ected, did a good deal to 
,Iestroy, for a time, the popularity of At- 
torney -General Robin<;on. Remarks hos- 
tile to him appeared in several newspapers, 
and some of them were much more strongly 
e\.pressed than Collins's U libel" hall heen. 
Thc libelleù inùi" idual, ho\\"e\'er, seems to 
have felt that he haù gone far enough in 
th
 way of per.-onal prosecution", and paiù 
no attention to these attacks. It is pfl)ba- 
LIe that he was willing enough to be riù 
of the onerous anll invillious duties which 
attached to the po,.,ition of an Attorney- 
Genpral in those times. An opportune cir- 
cum.,;tance soon afterwards enabled him to 
follow his inclinations in this particular. 
Sir William CampLell, Chief .J ustice of 
r pper f'anaùa, retired froll! the Bench, and 
the important position thns left vacant wa'! 
oftcrell to, awl accepted by, Attornl'y-Gen- 
eral Rohinson. There being sump doubt as 
to the h
ality of his pasf>ing immediately 
from tlle office of Attorney-General to that 
of Chief .T u"tice, he accppteù the office of 
Registrar of the county of Kent, which 
after the lap<.;e of a ff'w Ilays he resigned, 
and took his spat on the Bench. His ap- 
pointment bpars date the 3rd of August, 
lK2f\. He was succeeùed in the office of 
Attorney-General by the Hon. Henry John 
Boulton. 
.\<; Chief Ju<;tice of the Province he wa,> 
Presillpnt of the Executive Council, anll at 
thl' he
jnning of the following- year he was 
nominateù Speakl'r of the "IT ppe!" House. 
He was formally intrOlluceli on the 
th of 
.January by hi... old friewl Dr. f;trachan, 
\\ ho hat! by this time become "\rchdeacon 
of York. Thenceforward until thp (-nion 
IV-17 
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of the Provinces he figurell conspicuously 
in the deLates, amI hÜ, Consen ati ve cast of 
mind is apparent in almost e,-ery speech he 
deliverec1. To say that he opposed every 
attempt at interfering with the ('Jergy Re- 
serves, an,l that he fought against Respon- 
sible Government with every weapon he 
had at command, is merely to f>ay that he 
acteclup to his honest opinions. The value 
of those opinions can be estimated at the 
present day much more impartially than it 
could r('a
onably be expected to be esti- 
mated by his contemporaries. During the 
rebellion, a<; we have secn, he rallied to the 
sille of Sir Francis Boml Head, wIth his 
musket on his shoulder. It fell to his lot 
to pronounce sentence of death upon those 
unhappy men, Samuel Lount and Peter 
:\Iatthews, who were executed in front of 
the old Court House of Toronto on the 12th 
of April, 1
:3
, anù whose bodies sleep be- 
neath the tu rf in the 
 ecropolis. 
During a visit to Englant!, in Ui:J!), th{' 
Chief .Ju
tice wrote what he intended a.-; a 
counterbl:L
t to Lorrl Durham's Report, un- 
der the tit11' of "Canada and the Canaùa 
Bill." Its o\
ect \Va<; to show that the di\'i- 
sian of the Pruvinces in 17!) I had heen very 
benpficial, anù that their reiinion would be 
an inadequate remedy for the evils which 
existeù. The writer's position in the colony 
cal1sPù the wurk tu he willely read in Eng- 
land, but th{' Atlantic \YaK not to be huned 
back by any such means. During his ah- 
sence in England he wa<; oftereù the honour 
of knighthood, but saw fit to d"cline the 
honour. Soon after his return the Union 
was consummated, and his connection with 
political life came to an end. For about 
twcnty-two 'years thercaftcr he continued 
to discharge his duties a
 Chief Justice with 
a dignity amI an etlicÎl>ncy which securt'd 
universal apprubation and respect. His 
juùicial career is by far the UlO
t pleasing 
pha-;e in which to regard him. It extenùed 
lover so long a perio!l that he came to be 
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looked upon, alike by the profession and 
the public at large, as a sort of legal X estor. 
The universal voice was loud in praise of 
his learning, his acumen, and his spotless 
judicial integrity. E\'en the bitterest of 
his former political opponents forgot old 
animosities, and joined in the common esti- 
mate. His industry was as conspicuous as 
his learning, and his juùgments were seldom 
in arrear. Some of his written decisions 
have been characterized as wordy and un- 
necessarily long, but excuse has been made 
for their seeming verbosity on the ground 
of his anxiety to present everything in a 
clear and unmistakable light. Certainly 
the decisions of no Canadian jurist carry 
more weight, and it is with great hesita- 
tion that his successors have \'entured to 
di
turb any of his dicta. Only one of his 
judgments, we believe, was reversed on ap- 
peal to the Privy Council. 
One of the last cases of permanent pub- 
lic importance which engaged his attention 
was the famous Anderson extradition case, 
which was decided in the winter of 18ül-62. 
Anderson, as many persons will remember, 
wa.'! a fugitive negro slave from the South- 
ern States, who had killed his master in 
self-defence when making his escape. The 
case aroused an excitement in the public 
mind almost without precedent in this coun- 
try anù the United States, and indeed the 
excitement extended to Great Britain. Sir 
John's judgment, anù that of the court, from 
which the late Judge McLean dissented, was 
that. the prisoner must be surrendered. It 
was formed upun a careful consideration of 
the terms of the Extradition Treaty, and 
had no reference to the rights or wrongs 
of slavery, although to the public mind it 
seemed to favour" thp peculiar institutiun," 
and for a time the outcry against it in the 
newspapers was loud and incessant. The 
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ca.'3e subsequently came before the Court of 
Common Pleas, when the prisoner was dis- 
charged on a technicality, which left the 
principles of the decision in the Queen's 
Bench untouched. 
In 18;')0 Chief Justice RoLin.<;on was ap- 
pointed to the dignity of a Companion of 
the Bath. In It).')4 he was created a Baro- 
net of the United Kingdom; anù on the 
occa.o.;ion of his last visit to England, in 
H!.j6, the honorary degree of D.C.L. Wa."! 
conferred upon him by the Fniversity of 
Oxford. In June, Ib(j2, he resigned the 
position of Chief .Justice, and accepted the 
less onerous one of President of the Court 
of Appeal. He possesseù a strong constitu- 
tion, and had all his life enjoyed e'Ccellent 
general health; but for many years prior 
to this time he had suffered from repeated 
attacks of gout, the intensity whereof in- 
creased with his advancing years. Early 
in January, 1863, he presidpd for the la.'3t 
time in the Court of Appeal. A few days 
after he wa'! subjccteù to an attack of ex- 
ceptional sharpness, and it was soon evillent 
that his earthly course \Va."! nearly run. He 
finally sank to hi!> rest on the :Hst of the 
month. On the 4th of February an im- 
mense concourse accompanied his remains 
to their final resting-place in St. James's 
Cemetery. 
He left behind him many plea.<;ant and 
halloweù memories; for in private life, as 
well as on the Bcnch, he wa.-> one of the 
most excellent and amiable of men. His 
successor in the baronetcy, a.<; well as the 
rest of his sons, still resiùes in Toronto. The 
seconù son, named after his father, is the 
present Lieutenant-Governor of the Prov- 
ince of Ontario. His third son, Christo- 
pher, has long been one of the foremost 
and most highly respected memhers of the 
local Bar. 
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J "LDGE GWY

E is a son of the late I 
f' Rev. William Gwynne, D.D., a clergy- i 
man formerly resident at C'a'!tle Knock, in 
the cOllnty of Duhlin. Ireland. His mother's 
maiden name was 
[is,., Eliza Xelson, and sl1e 
wa'! a daughter of the Rev. Hugh .Nelson, of 
Dunshaughlin, in the county of 
[eath. 
He was burn at Castle Knock on the 30th 
of 
larch, IIH4. After receiving some pri- 
vate tuition at home he entered Trinity Col- 
lege. Duhlin, in .July, Ib2S. He remained 
there 'Several years, and maùe great progress 
in his cla'!sical education, but left without 
taking a degree. Early in U\:32 he emigra- 
tell to Canada with a view to improving his 
prospects. There was a great exodus of 
clever, scholarly young men from Ireland to 
Canada during that year-which was the 
dreaù year of the cholera-anll young 1\1r. 
Gwynne seem'! to have caught the spirit 
of the time. Having reached the town of 
Little York he determined to study law, 
and pa'!<;ed his preliminary examination be- 
fore the Law Society of Upper Canada in 
.J une. He then repaired to Kingston, and 
became a student in the office of the late 
i\lr. Thomas Kirkpatrick, a well-known law- 
yer an.l politician in thuse days, who rep- 
resented the county of Frnntenac in the 
Legislative Assembly. After spending about 
two years in 1\1r. Kirkpatrick'!> office 
[r. 
GwynnI' rcmuved to Toronto, and became a 
student in the office of Messrs. Drappr anù 
Hagerman, who then practi'!eù law in part- 


nership. In Trinity Term, 1837, he was 
called to the Bar, and began practice in 
Toronto. He wa'! for some years in part- 
nership with the late )lpssieurs Robert J. 
Turner and William Vynne Bacon. In the 
year IH44, when he had been nearly seven 
years at the Bar, he sailed for England, and 
spent fifteen months as a student in the 
chambers of )lr. Rolt, an eminent English 
lawyer. 
Though not showy or pretentious, 1\1r. 
GW) nne proved himself to be the possessor 
of fine abilities, and rose steadily in his pro- 
fes'!ion. He embraced the Reform siùe in 
politics, and was an adherent of ]{obert 
Balùwin. At the general electiun of 1848, 
the result of which was to place the Reform- 
ers in power, under the leadership of :Mes- 
sieurs Baldwin and Lafontaine, .i\lr. Gv. ynne 
entered the political arena as a candidate for 
the county of Huron. He was opposed by the 
Hon. William Cayley. He received a fair 
measure of support, but his candidature was 
un
ucces<;ful- he having polled only 320 
votes to ;388 for )'lr. Ca)"ley-and he has 
never made any attempt to enter Parlia- 
ment since that time. He had meanwhile 
lie voted himself to other schemes, anù it is 
not improbaule that his wish to enter Par- 
liaml'nt was largely due to a desire for their 
furtherance. In the earl)" years of the rail- 
way era in Canada he haù furmcd a com- 
pany for the construction, as part of a 
scheme of colonization, of a line of railway 
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from Toronto westward to Lake Huron, 
through the waste lands of the Crown. In 
HH7 he obtained an Act of Incorpuration 
for this Company, which subsequently de- 
veloped into the Toronto. and Guelph Rail- 
way Company, I'\nd finany, in 1
5:
, became 
amalgamated with the Grand Trunk line. 

r. Gwyune also interesteù himself iu the 
advancement of other railway projects, and 
spent much time and ulOney in maturing 
schemes from which the great railway com- 
panies of Canada have derived more profit 
than has fallen to his own share. 
In 1
4!J he was elected a Bencher of the 
Law Society, and in 1
30 wa" createù a 
(
ueen's Counsel. In July, 1
,j2, he married 
Miss Julia Durie, youngest daughter of the 
late Dr. Durie, uf Craigluscar. He cuntin- 
ued to devote himself to his profession, and 
obtained high repute as an Equity pleader. 
\Vithout coming conspicuously bef-ore the 
public, he was recognizeù by the profes"iion 
as a remarkably erudite lawyer, amI his 
written opinions commanded a high price. 
In comparati \'ely recent times he was for 
sume years in partnership with Ml'ssieurs 
Robert Armour and John Hoskin, the style 
of the firm being Gwynne, Armour M 
Hoskin. On the l:!th of November, ll:iGI:i, 
he was appointed a Puisné Judge of tIlt' 
Court of Common Pleas, as successor to the 
HOll. Adam Wilson, who had been tran'i- 


ferred from that Court to the Queen's Bench. 
In 1
71 he wa.<; appointed a member of the 
Law Reform Commission, and in Ib73 be- 
came a member of the Senate of the Uni- 
versity of Toronto. In the month of May, 
IHï 4, he was nominated by the Hon. A. A. 
Dorion, who was then l\linister of Justice in 
the Reform Goverment uf Ur. 
lackenzie, 
as one of the permanent Judges of the 
Court of Appeal in Ontario, unller a clause 
in the Provincial Statute 37 Victoria, chap- 
ter 7, prO\-iùing for the appointment of 
threeaùùitional JUllgcs to the Court of Ap- 
peal, of wllÍch Cuurt he was then a member. 
J uùge Gwynne accepteù the appointment, 
but subsequently declineù it in cunsequence 
of a disagreement with the Government 
(after .Mr. Dorion's retirement) on a question 
of precedence. In January, l1:i7U, he was 
transferred from the Common Pleas to the 
Supreme Court of the Dominion, where he 
now presilles. 
The late Mr. Hugh Nelson Gwynne. who 
was once a teacher in Upper Canada Col- 
lege, and who was subsequently Secretary 
to the Law Society of Upper Canada, was a 
brother of the subject of this sketch. He 
retired from his Secretaryship in Decem- 
ber, 1
ï2, and died within a few days after- 
wards. The late Dr. Gwynne, unc of the 
medical lecturers to King's Cullege, was also 
one of his brothers. 
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THE RIGIIT REV. TIIO
IAS BROCK FULLER, 


D.D., D.CL., BISHOP OF NIAGARA. 


B ISHOP FULLER is a native Canadian, 
and wa..., born at Kingston, (T pper Can- 
atIa, on the IGth uf July, 1:-110. His father, 
Thomas Richard Fuller, was a nati\"e of 
lrelaml, and a Major in the Furty-first Regi- 
mcnt of Foot. His mother was a daughter 
uf ('aptain England, of the Forty-sP\"enth 
Regiment of Foot, who was a cousin of :;ir 
Bichanl England, K.GB., Commander of the 
Third Divisiun of the British Forces in the 
Crimea. It is ahu worth mcntioning that 
Bishop 'Fuller is lineally descelllled, on the 
paternal side, from Dr. Thoma'! Fuller, the 
celebrated English di\'ine of the seventeenth 
century. h W urthy 
Ia.'òtcr 
\lller," as he 
was called, was a very voluminous author, 
who combined great learning with an un- 
COllllJlon degree of lJ uaint h umlJur. Hi:, 
writings were well knu\\ n to his contcmpo- 
raries, and were popular for many years 
after his death. During the present ccn- 
tury, mainly through the appreciative criti- 
cisms of Culpridge and :O;outhey, s"veml of 
them ha\e become more widely known than 
ever, and nearly all his numerous writings 
have been reprinted within the la:,t onc or 
tWI) generations. 
The subject uf this skctch was an only 
child, and was nalJled in hunour of his 
father and General Brock, who, a little more 
than two years later, met a hero's death at 
Queenston Heights. He had the misfortune 
tu be deprived of buth his parcnts by death 
while he \\a<; very young. lIe was adoptee} 


by his aunt, the late Mrs. Leeming, wife of 
the He\'. William Leeming, who was for 
ahout furty years Rectur of Chippewa. 
Through the kindness of this lady, who is 
said to have been po:-,sessed uf great personal 
attractions, as well a'l high intellectual at- 
tainments and force of character, Mr. Fuller 
received the best education which the coun- 
try could afford in those days. He attellllell 
for SOUle years at the Hamilton Gramlllar 
Sehoul. When he \Val> nineteen years uld 
he entereJ. the Theological :O;cminary at 
Chambly, in the Lower Province, where he 
went through the four .} eans' course, antI 
learned the duties of a mi'òsionary, hy act- 
ing as catechist anll Scripture reader among 
the Protestant settlers in the neighbour- 
hood. He was unlained Deacun in lK:
:!, 
in the Cathedral of Quebec, by the Right 
Rev. Dr. Stuart, anll after a brief residence 
at the Bay of Quinté wa':! sclecteJ. as curate 
fur the Parish Church of 
lontreaI. Soon 
after his appointment, the cholera visitation 
fell on the city, and with the late Dr. Atkin- 
son he laboured day and night amicI the 
awful scenes of the pest houses, amid the 
dying and the dead. He took part in estab- 
lishing a frep service in a neglected part 
of the city, which has since ,levelopt'd into 
tlu' parish of St. neorge. In 1
:3:J he be- 
came curate at Adulphusto\Vll. In January, 
lK:J.i, he was ul'dained tu the pl'ie,,;thuod at 
Toronto, by the Bi
hop of (
uebec, amI a 
few months later he married Cyuthia, el- 
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dest daughter of the late Mr. Samuel Street, 
of Niagara District. In or about the year 
1836 he removed to Chatham, in the west- 
ern part of Upper Canada, where he la- 
boured for about four years with much zeal 
and faithfulness as a travelling missionary. 
He was then (1840) appointeù to Thorold, 
where he established congregations at sev- 
eral point.<; in the vicinity of the WeIland 
Canal, while at the same time he was the 
mainspring of the District Branch of the 
Church Society, anll his house was the cen- 
tre of all Church work. He lahuured there 
gratuitously for nearly twenty-one years, 
when, in 1861, he was appointed Rector of 
St. George's Church, Toronto. Soon after 
he left Thorold he madp that parish a prps- 
ent of $11,000, which SUIll he had advanced 
towards the erection of the church there. 
His relIluval from their midst was regarded 
by his parishioners at Thurold a.'I an irrepa- 
raLle loss, for he had won for himself a 
warm place in their affections, and had 
i(lentifiecl himself with their spiritual and 
temporal nee(!s. He had been the means of 
stopping the :;:ul1flay traffic on the WeIland 
Canal, an"l had actively forwarùed every 
philanthropic movement in his parish. He 
had done his utmost to promote kin(lly 
and liberal feelings among the neighbour- 
ing clergy, by inùucing them to effect in- 
terchanges of service<; and lecture,> in each 
other's parishes. The high estimation in 
which he was held by the clergy through- 
out the district where he had spent so much 
of his life was proved by the touching aù- 
dress presented to him on his removal to 
Toronto. 
At the time when he settled himself at 
St. George's, Toronto, he found that heavy 
liabilities, combined with unforeseen com- 
mercial depression, haù seriously embar- 
ra,>scd the parochial finances. He applied 
himself to remedy this unsatisfactory state 
of affairs, and in the course of a few years, 
he succeeded, by his eminent administrative 


abilities, backed by zealous lay helpers, in 
placing that church in a prosperous condi- 
tion. 
In 1867 he became Archdeacon of the 
Diocese of Toronto, and while holding that 
position did much to increase the stipends 
and provide for the comforts of the mis- 
sionaries of the Church. He also took an ac- 
tive part in promoting various educational 
and benpvolent projects. In 187.'j the Dio- 
cese of Niagara was created, consisting of 
the counties of Lincoln, WeIland, Haldi- 
manel. Wentworth, Halton and Wellington. 
Archdeacon Fuller wa<; con,>ecrated the first 
Bishop of that Diocese, at Hamilton, on the 
1st of :\Iay, in the year la'lt nametl, by the 
)Iost Rev. the 
[etrupolitan, a.'isisted hy the 
Bishops of Toronto, Huron, i\Iichigan, and 
Western N ew York. On the eve of his 
rleparture, a most touching anrl complimen- 
taryadùress was presented to him, signed 
by Dean Gra<;ett aOll all the clergymen of 
the city. The Episcopal robes were the 
gift of the ladies of the parish of St. 
George. His duties as a Bishop have been 
ùischargeù with the same zeal by which IÜs 
whole clerical life has been characterized, 
and have been attcndeù with the best re- 
sults to his Diocese. As a churchman he is 
lIloùerate in his sentiment.,>, sound and con- 
sistent in his allegiance to the prayer book, 
and free from all trace of bigotry and party 
spirit. 
As an author, he is known by a pamphlet 
written and published in 18:36, entitled, 
"Thoughts on the present condition and 
future prospects of the Church of England 
in Canada," also by a pamphlet published 
at Cobourg in IS.M, entitled "The Roman 
Catholic Church not the 
[other Church of 
England; or, the Church of England the 
Church originally planted in England." A 
third pamphlet from his pen is "Religious 
excitements tried by Scripture, and their 
fruits tested by experience," published at 
Toronto in 1:-\.,6. 
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T HE late Chancellor Yankoughnet was 
of German descent. His ancestors 
f'migrated from Frankfort-on-the-Main to 
the British Colonics in America early in 
the eighteenth century, and the family re- 
mained there until the close of the Rem- 
lutionary'Var.' Upon the breaking out of 
that struggle they took part with the royal- 
ists, anI] when it was ended they removed 
to L pper Canada. The grandfather of the 
Chancellor came over in the year 1782, and 
settled in the neighbourhood of Cornwall. 
His son Philip, the Chancellor's father, was 
a prominent member of society in that part I 
of the Province, and for many years prior 
to the Union uf IS-J, 1 wag a member of the 
Upper Canadian LC'gis]ature. 
Philip Michael 
Iatthew Scott Vankough- 
net, the subject of this sketch, \\a,> born at 
Cornwall, on the 2(ith of January, lK2:t 
He received his education there under Dr. 
C rquhart, who it i:" said prophesied for him 
a brilliant career. It was the wish of hi<; 
parents that he should em1Jrace the clerical 
profession, and his ethlcation \\ a<; conùucted 
with a special view to that enù. He seems 
to have offered no ol
ection to his parents' 
wisher", and for sc\'eral years was It'd to 
look upon the Church as his cho8en career. 
While still in early youth, however, he 
conceived a preference for the law. It hag 
been said that this preference wa<; due to 
the fact of his having heard Attorney- 
General Hagerman deliver before a jury 


a speech of remarkable brilliancy. 
lr. 
Hagerman wa" appointed _\ttorney-General 
in 1837, anù was raised to the Judicial 
Bench in 1839; amI as it wa,> during thi" 
interval that Ur. Vankougpnt't first began 
the study of the law, it is not improbable 
that the cause assigned for his doing so may 
be the true one. He at first studied in the 
office of 
lr. George Jarvis, at Cornwall, but 
after a time transferrer] his services to the 
office of 
Iessrs. Smith &: Crooks, of Toronto, 
where he remaineù until the expiration of 
his articles. As a student he \Yolked and 
read hard, and his principal,> conceived a 
high idea of his talents anù general apti- 
tude for legal plactice. 
He was called to the Bar of Upper Canada 
in Hilary Term, 1
-t-1-, and soon afterwards 
formeù a partnership with the late Robert 
Eagton Burns-who, like himself, was sub- 
sequently raised to a seat on the Bench- 
anù Mr. Oliver Mowat, the present Premier 
of Ontario; the style of the firm being 
Burns, Mowat k \T ankoughnet. TIlP senior 
partner, )Ir. Burns, was at that time Judge 
of the Home District Court, having juris- 
diction over the present counties of York, 
Ontario and Peel. e pon the pa,>sing of the 
Act whereby judges were prohibited from 
engaging in practice, he withdrew from the 
finn anù from bu,>iness, in ortler to confine 
his attentiun exclusi\ ely to his judicial I]U- 
ties. _\fter hi
 withdrawal, Me...,.,rs. lIowat .\': 
Vankoughnet cuntinued in partnership for 
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some time, after which 
rr. Vankoughnet 
formed a partnership with his brother, the 
late Matthew Robert Vankoughnet. The 
subject of the present 8ketch harl hy this 
time secured a very prominent position at the 
Bar, though it is said that his prominence 
wa<J due rather to his great natural ahility r 
than to any strenuous efforts on his own part. 
The diligence which marked his career as a 
student does not seem to have accompanied 
him to the Bar, where, as ha<J been said, "he I 
trustell more to his talents than his indus- r 
try." Thi8, however, must be taken with 
a rlue measure of allowance. He was cer- 
tainly less inllustrious than were some of his 
competitors in thosp days, but it i<J incon- 
ceivable that he could have got creditably 
throu
h with such an amount of work as 
he (lid unless he had been the revprse of 
an inrlolent man. He attainell great success 
as an aùvocate at :\"isi Prius, and was un- 
rivallell a8 a cross-examiner. During the 
later years of his practice he ga\'P his atten- I 
tion chiefly to Erl'lity, awl was a formi- 
daLle rival of 
1r. 
Iuwat, 
Ir. Strong, Mr. 
Roaf, and other prominent Chancery bar- 
risters. He \Va<J for SOllie' time lecturer on 
Efluity J urisprwlence at Trinity College, 
Toronto. A writer in the Up]Jf'I' Cnnadtt 
La IV Jotlt'l/((l, referring to the lectures then 
delivere(l hy 
Ir. Vankoughnet, say., that 
they were oral, and" not remarkable as the 
fruits of inllustry," but they were always 
intcre
ting and instructive. He reeeiverl 
the appointment of a Quecn's Counsel from 
the second Baldwin-Lafontaine Government 
in the month of N ovem bel', 11-;.')0. As Mr. 
Vankoughnet was a Cunservative in his 
political view<J, and harl always acterl with 
the Party opposed to that AÙlllinistration, I 
his appointment must be accepted as a trib- 
ute to hi... acknowlellgeù eminence at the 
Bar, and a,> such \Va" crellitable alike tu 
himself anll the 1Iinio.;try. 
In 1H.')ß, when he haù bepn twel ve years 
at the Bar, he wa." earne<Jtly impurtuned by 


the Attorney-General-the present Sir .Juhn 
A. Macdonalù-to enter the Government of 
the day. He yielded to the importunity, 
and on the 21th of May in that year accept- 
ed the office of President of the Executive 
Council and 
linister of 
\gricl1lture, a.<.; suc- 
cessur tu Sir Allan 
Iac
ab. He diù not 
obtain a seat in the Le
islature until the 
4th of November following, when he was 
elected a member of the Ll'gislati\-e Council 
for the Riùt'au Di \'ision. From this time 
forwarù his attention was entirely taken up 
with his lluties a<; a Cabinet 
linister, and 
he ceased to engage in legal practice. It is 
saiù that in accepting office he malle a great 
pecuniary sacrifice, as thl' income derived 
from hi8 business was much larger than his 
official salary. 
The Department of Agriculture was not 
in a very s1ttisfactory condition when )[r. 
Vankoughnet succeeùed to it. He wa., in- 
strumental in In'inging ahout sume much- 
needed reform,>, and hall the satisfaction 
of leaving it in a much better state than 
that in which he harl founrl it. As a Cabinet 

Iinister, however, he dirl not at once be- 
come popular. He had previously had but 
little to do with politics, and felt himself in 
an unfamiliar sphere. He at last succeed- 
ed in accommoùating himself to his sur- 
roundings, but it can nut be saiù that politics 
e\'er became a thoroughly congenial pur- 
suit with him. He of course shared thp fate 
of the Ministry at the ('nù of July, IH5H, 
when it was dcfeatetl on the seat of Gu\-er- 
ment'luestion. Upon the formation of tIll' 
('artier-
Iacdonalù A.hninistratiun, un UII' 
7th of August, Mr. Yankoughnet becamp 
I'ommissionl'r of Cro\\ n Lands, and thus 
took part in the perpetration of the f)ouLle- 
ShufHe. þ,,,, head of the Cruwn Lands De- 
partment he c1id goud ser\'Ìce to the country 
by introc1ucing many much-nee.leù changes. 
He intror1uce'll the o'1)'stem uf selling town- 
ships e/
 MIIC, and amalgamate, I the Indian 
Department with that of the C1'O\\ n Lands. 
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He admini,>tered his department with great 
diligence, and got rid of many arrears of 
long standing. From the time of his elec- 
tion to the Lecrislative Council he was the I 
o 
Goverment lealler of that bOlly, and he con! 
ciliated opinion there by a manner which 
waS pleasing without effurt. He was a 
smooth and ready, albeit not a remarkably 
powerful speaker, and could always be de- 
pended upon to do justice to any mea,>ure 
which might form the subject of debate. 
A short time bpfore his appointment to the 
Bench he repaired to Englaml as one of a 
delegation to confer with the Imperial au- 
thorities on the subject of the International 
Rail way. 
He was appointed to the dignified posi- 
tion of Chancellor of Upper Canada on the 
] 1-;th of March, ]tHi2. The position was an 
onerous one, for there were large arrears of 
work in the Court of Chancery. The long ill- 
ness of the previous Chancellor, the Hon, 
William Hume Blake, and the vacancy in 
the uffice subsequent to his resignation, had 
he en the means of delaying many judgments, 
anrl en'n of preventing the hearing of cau
es. 
Mr. Yankoughnet, lIIurf'over, had been fur 
some years out of practice, anrl could not be 
expeetell to step upon the Bench with all 
his legal lure fresh in his miwl. It wa.,; I 
soun apparent, huwever, that the Chancery 
Bench had becn very powerfully reinforced. 
He was enlluwell with great readiness of 
perception, gra.sped the }Joints of a case 
almost by intuition, an.l in a large propor- 
tion of cases prunounced judgment without 
leaving his seat. His courtesy and consi.l- 
eration mafIc him highly esteemcII by the 
C'hanc('ry Bar. To say that 11P was alway!" 
impartial awl open to cOllvictiun is simply 
to say what, it is to be hopell, might be 
avouched of every judge who ha,> sat on 
the Bench of the Superior Courts of this 
P,'ovince during the last generation or'two. 
He intrOfluced many impOitant reforms into 
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the practice of the Court over which he prl'- 
sided. Hc a(hllinisteredjustice in the Court 
of Chancery for somewhat more than seven 
years, during the last two or three of which 
he suffered much from ill-health. It was not 
I generally believed, however, that his end 
was neal', a.,> he was still comparatively a 
young man, amI seemed to be endowed with 
a large share of vitality. It would seem, 
however, that his constitution had never 
lleen really robust. He died at his resi- 
dence in Toronto on Hunrlay, the 7th of 
Sovember, 18ü9, in the forty-seventh year 
of his age. 
)lr. :Mowat, wllO was tJ1en one of the 
Vice-Chancellors, was holding the Chancery 
circuit at Cobourg when intelligence reached 
him of the Chancellor's death. He there 
and then pronounced a eulogy upon the 
deceased judge which contains upon the 
whole a truthful estimate of his judicial 
character, and for this rea.,>on we append it 
to the foregoing remarks. "As a judge," 
said :Mr. Mowat, "he wa,> most conscien- 
tious; he hall a profound love of justice, 
and an exalted sense of judicial fluty. In 
the diRcharge of his office, he acted without 
fear, favuur, or affcction, if any judge ever 
did. He wa.'! from the first prompt in de- 
ciding, and that he was generally accurate 
as well as prompt is shown by the fact that 
his decrees were generally (I believe) as sel- 
dom appealed from successfully as tho:se of 
any jwlge we ever hall. Whatever those op- 
poseù to him, IJulitica1Jy, may ha\'e thuught 
of the measures or proceedings of the Gov- 
ermnent of which he formed part, nobody 
doubtell the purity of his motives or the 
soundnps:s of his patriutism. He 10\'l'd thiR 
Canada of ours, which \Va." the lallll of his 
birth, awl he earnestly desired to promote 
I its interests." 
He married early in life the .laughter of 
Colonel Turner, an ufficel' of one of the regi- 
Illf'nts of the line. He left :several children. 
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T HERE was a time when Mr. Cameron 
occupied a position second to that of 
hardly any member of the Reform Party in 
this Province. That time, huwever, was 
long ago, amI for many years befure his 
death he was a mere shadow of his former 
self. He was a man who had somewhat 
more than his share uf the ups and downs 
of life, both political, commercial, an!l social; 
and it is not to be wondered at if the lustre 
of his eye was dimmed in his old age. \Vhen 
he was in the vigour of his manhood and 
the plenitude of his power, 
[alcolm Cam- 
eron was a force not to be despised, though 
there was even then an impracticability 
about him which interfered with his public 
usefulness, and prevented his great energy 
and force of character from being recognized 
at their full value. 
His name sufficiently indicates his Celtic 
ol'lgm. His father was )[1'. Angus Cameron, 
formerly of Argyleshire, Scotland, who came 
out to Canada in IHOß, as the hospital ser- 
geant of a Highland regiment. His mother 
was Euphemia, daughter of )11'. Duncan Mc- 
Gregor, of Perthshire. Malcolm was born at 
Three Rivers, at the mouth of the St. 
Iau- 
rice, Lower Canada, on the 2.jth of April, 
180R The regiment to which his father 
was attached was tlisbanded in UHf), and 
Mr. Angus Cameron thenceforward made a 
livelihood by keeping a tavern at Perth, 
in the Ottawa District. Here the family 
resided until 1
22, when the father died, 


leaving his family but slenderly provided 
for. It was tluring the residence at Perth, 
as we may not unreasunably infer, that the 
SOIl conceived that distaste for bar-rooms 
and ardent spirits which distinguished him 
through life. Sobriety was a lost art in 
Cana(la in those days; or rather, it hall not 
thpn been invented. The amount of liquor 
consumed in the remote districts was such 
that the imperfect statistics of the times 
seem incredible. The scenes whcrpwith 
young Malcolm Cameron was brought into 
frequent contact were such as might well fill 
him with disgust for tavern-life. His mother 
seconded tJ1e effect which sueh scpnes might 
naturally pro(luce, by her timely atlmoni- 
tions. The combined result of daily expe- 
rience and warning was that he conceived a 
horror uf dram-drinking which accompanied 
him thruugh life. He was a total abstainer, 
and finally an advocate of prohibition. 
His political views were doubtless to some 
extent the natural outcome of his tempera- 
mf'nt, but they, as well as his rlistaste for 
drink, are easily accounted for on the score 
of early a,>sociation. His mother was very 
anxious that he should be removed from 
the atmosphere of the tavern, and when 
he was twelvp years 01(1 a situation was 
prucllred for him on a farm a few miles 
farther back in the wilderness, on the banks 
of the )lississippi River. Here a part of 
his duty cunsisted of taking chargp of a 
ferry-boat. The neighbouring settlement 
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wa,> largely peopled by quondam Gla,>gow 
weavers, who were radical!'> of the most 
pronounced stripe, and who lost no oppor- 
tunity of proclaiming the gospel of radical- 
ism to all who came in their way. Sitting 
at the feet of these Gamaliels, young )Ial- 
cohn Cameron learned his first rudimentary 
lessons in politics, and most of the idea,> 
then acquired clung to him through life. 
He remained in this situation about three 
years, when he obtained a situation in a store 
at Laprairie. 
\fter a few month" he llis- 
agreed with his employer and threw up his 
situation. He walked in to )'Iuntreal and 
acceptet!. the first empluynwnt that came in 
his way, which was that of a stable boy. 
His father had meanwhile died, and his 
mother about this time remO\'ed from Pertl] 
to 
[ontreal, where she opened a hoarlling- 
hou
e. During the fullowing winter he 
livet!. with her, and attelldet!. the district 
schuul. Previou-.; to this time he cannot be 
said to have had any school education what- 
e\'er, cxcept sufficient to enable him to read 
words of one syllable, and to make pothooks. 
He worked Ililigently at his le<;sons during 
the winter, and in the following spring ob- 
tained employment as a c]er1.. in a 1rewery 
and distillery. He retain ell t11Ïs situation 
about four years, during which period he 
gave great satisfaction to his employer. The 
hours not required for business were de. 
voted to reat!.ing. As soon as he hall sa\'ed 
money cnough, he purchased a copy of 
Hume and Smollett's " History of Eng]alHl," 
and some it!.ea of the state of the Look 
market in l\Iontreal forty-five years ago 
may he fornw(l from the fact that the work 
had to 1e spe('ially ordercll fmm England. 
He reall HUHle and Smollett through again 
and again, anll then reat!. such other books I 
M came in hi,> way. His education pro- 
ceelled steadily, and, though he nev..r be- 
came what can properly be callet!. an edu- 
cated man, he amasset!. a great fun(l of 
kllow]eòge, useful alld otherwise. 
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In 18
8, when he was twenty years of 
age, he emharked in his first commercial 
enterprise, in partnership with a relative. 
The connection t!.id not prove harmonious, 
and was soon terminatelI. He then opencd 
a general store on his own account, and 
seems to have prospered fairly fur several 
years. In IS33, during a visit to Scotland, 
whither he hat!. gone to purchase goods, 
he married his cousin, )Ii"s Chri"tina McGre- 
gor, daughter of his mother'l:> brother, Mr. 
Robert McGregor, cotton spinner, of Glas- 
gow. The marriage took place on the 20th 
of April. Three years later, in 1;-):3ß, he wa,> 
returnet!. to the old rpp..r Canat!.ian Assem- 
bly as member for the county of Lanark. 
This wa,> during the Lieutenant-Governor- 
ship of Sir Francis Bon,} Head, against 
whose mischievous pulicy the sullject of thil:> 
sketch arrayc(l himself with much resolution. 
It was a matter of 'course that a young man 
whu hat!. mat!.e his 0\\ n way in life through 
such (lifficultiel:> shoulrl. oppose the Family 
Compact. He denounced that corrupt oli- 
g,trchy both on the floor uf the house ant! 
elsewhere, awl did guod service in the ranks 
of the Reform Party. He fought on be- 
half of Responsible Government, the en- 
tire separation of the connection Letween 
Church amI State, amI the Union of the 
Provinces. After the Union he was reëlect- 
eù fur Lanark, and is I:>aid to have been 
otteretl the portfolio of Inspector-General 
by Lort!. Sydenham, in the first Baldwin- 
Lafontaine Government. It is not easy to 
understand why he refused such a position, 
unless it was because his radicalism was of 
too prunuuncetl a character to cnallle him to 
get on with "à[r. Baldwin. At any rate, 
the Inspector-Generalship, if offered to Mr. 
Cameron, was tleclined by him, and was 
conferred npun Mr. Hincks. Untler Lurtl 
SYllenham's successor, Sir Charles Bagot, he 
acceptetl office a,> Inspl'ctor of Revenue, but 
without a seat in the CaLi net. During- his 
tenure of office hc ditl much to impro\ e the 
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system adopted at the custom-houses in 
those times. 
Several years before the consummation 
of the Union he had removed westward to 
Sarnia, where he embarked in the milling 
and lumbering business, and continued to 
reside for many years. At the second gen- 
eral election after the Union, he succes.<;- 
fully contested the county of Kent, which 
then include<l Lambton, for the Assembly, 
and thencefurward sat for that constitu- 
en<>y for l5everal years. It il5 to be presumed 
that after his entry into public life 
Ir. 
Cameron had little time to devote to the 
improvement of his education. During the 
first few years of his Parliamentary career 
his deficiencies in this respect were apparent 
enough to all who listened to hil5 speeches, 
and the guoll breeding of his oppunents 
may be inferred from the fact that they 
were constantly sneering at his blunders 
and holding him up to publie ridicule on 
the scure of his want of learning. As time 
passed by, huwever, his educatiun improved, 
and people began to admit that his opinions 
were worth lil5tening to. He had an im- 
passionell delivery, and a ready cUlllll1anfl 
of not inetfecti ve language; and he was 
thus a great lever during the progress of 
the exciting political campaigns of the 
times. 
Upon the accession to power of the sec- 
ond Baldwin-Lafontaine Administration, in 
lS4H, 
1r. Cameron became a member of 
the Cabinet. During subsequent modifica- 
tions and reconstructions of that Adminis- 
tration he held the various offices of Presi- 
dent, of the Council, Commissioner of Public 
Works, Minister of Agriculture, and Post- 
lIla,>ter-General. He was too advanced a 
radical to get on with Mr. Baldwin, and 
withdrew from the Government in Feb- 
ruary, IS.'JO. Pre\'ious to his withdrawal 
he had attacked )11'. 
lerritt's method of 
administering the Public \Yorks Depart- 
ment, and had made that gentleman's posi- 


tion very uncomfortable. Upon the re- 
construction under Mr. Hincks and l\Ir. 
Morin in October, IS.H, Mr. Cameron ac- 
cepted office as Presiùent of the Council, 
but upon presenting himself to his constit- 
uents for reëlection after accepting office he 
was opposed by the late :\11'. Brown, who 
succeeded in defeating him. He took re- 
fuge in Huron, whieh constituency he re- 
presented for the next three years. He 
was at this time at the height of his power 
and influence in the eountry, and, with the 
late Dr. John Rolph, formed the head and 
front of the advanced radical element. He 
shared alike in the hunonr awl obloquy 
which attaches to the Hincks-l\Iurin Gov- 
prnment, in all the great measures whereof 
he took an acti ve interest. He was one of 
the Government Directors of the Grand 
Trunk Railway, and came in for a good 
deal of hostile criticism in connection there- 
with. He also visited \Vashington in con- 
nection with the Reciprocity Treaty. He 
was a vigorous advocate of canal and rail- 
way construction, and of all public works 
for opening up and increasing the trade of 
the country. In IH.;.j., when Mr. Hincks 
brought about an appeal to the people, his 
Government was condemned by the country. 
l\Ir. Cameron shared in the general con- 
demnation, and was (lefeated at the polls 
both in Huron and Lamb ton. During the 
next four years he was not in publie life. 
In December, IS.jS, he wa,> returned for 
Lambton, which he represented until ISGO, 
when he resigned his seat and was elected to 
the Legislative Cuuncil for the St. Clair 
Division. During the following recess he 
paid a visit to British Columbia and Van- 
couver Island, whence he repaired to Great 
Britain on behalf of those colonies. It has 
been said that his mission was productive of 
much benefit to the colonists of the Pacific 
coast, and that they long regarded them- 
F:elves as being lImIer an obligation to him. 
A numerously signed petition wa" sent over 
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to England, addressed to the :::;ecretary of 
State, in which it was prayed that Mr. 
Cameron might be appointed Lieutenant- 
Go"ernor of British Columbia. 
In U;G:3 he withdrew from Parliament to 
accept the office of Queen's Printer, con- 
jointly with the late 
Ir. George Desbarats. 
He heltl that office for about four years. 
In 1l;úD he was an unsuccessful candidate 
for the representation of South Renfrew in 
the House of Commons. Two years later 
he was llefeated in South Lanark as a can- 
didate for the Local Legislature. In 1872 
lw contested the county of Russell for the 
Commons, and was once more unsuccessful. 
In lK74- he at last obtained a seat in the 
House of ('omll1uns a:" member for Suuth 
Ontario-a position which he occupied 
until his death, which took place at Ottawa 
on the 1st of June, Il;ïG. He hall out- 
Ii ved his physical and mental ,-igour before 
his entry into the House of Commons, 
and did not cut a conspicuous figure there, 
though he occasionally spoke on questions 
in which he felt a more than ordinary 
interest. 
In adtlition to the various enlightened 
measures already referred to as having been 
supported by Mr. Cameron while he was a 
member of Parliament, it may he mentioned 
that he was also an advocate of the abulition 


of imprisonment for debt, of the right of 
married women to hold property indepen- 
dentlyof their husbands' control, of vote by 
ballot, and of international arbitration in- 
stead of war. A'3 an advocate of temper- 
ance he has not left his equal behind him. 
During several se&sions of Parliament he 
formed I';ocieties solely composed of mem- 
bers of the Legislature, and in this way he 
succeed ell in inducing various friends to 
sign the pledge for the ses
ion. He was 
President of the Canadian Alliance for the 
suppression of the liquor traffic, and fre- 
quently appeared on the temperance plat- 
form as a lecturer. He was endowetl with 
a va<;t fund of drollery and humour, and 
cuuld tell a story very effectively, either on 
the platfurm or off it. 
At the time of his death he was sixty- 
eight years of age, and was the only mem- 
ber of the House of Commons who had sat 
in the old Upper Canadian Legislature prior 
to the Union. His business carper was an 
exceedingly chequered one. Hc was fond of 
great undertakings, hut did not seem to pos- 
sess the faculty of successfully dealing with 
details. He was at diffc.rent times a store- 
keeper, miller, lumberer, land speculator, 
journalist, antI what not. As a puhlic man 
he kept his hands clean, and died compara- 
tively pour. 
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ilIEJfBER OF THE INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGLVEERS, LONDON. 



 I R. KEEFER wa,> born at Thorold, I 
1\ Upper Cana,la, 011 the -Hh of 
 u- 
vemher, 18:H. His father was the son of 
a French Huguenot of German extraction, 
who emigrated from 
\Jsace, near Stras- 
bourg, on the Upper Rhine, more than a 
century ago, to the then British Province 
of N ew Jersey. On the breaking out of 
the Revolution of 177G, George Kieffer es- 
poused the cause of the King, and lost his 
life and property (which was considerable) 
in consequence of this choice. In the year 
17!)ü, his widow, with her son George, rOlle 
fl'OlJl the homestead at Paulin'!kiIl, near 

ewton, in Su,>sex County, 
ew Jersey, fol- 
lowing an In(lian trail through the wilds of 
southern New York-her son marching by 
her side-and crossed the 
iagara Ri ver into 
Canaùa,oppo'Site where Buffalo now stands. 
The site of Buffalo then contained only a 
hut, which was temporarily occupiell by a 
l5ingle fisherman. \Vith only what could be 
brought on horseback, and the grant of wild 
lands made by the Crown to the widows 
and children of U. E. Luyalists, the family 
began life in their new home, but uIlller the 
old flag. George Keefer (who spelled the 
name as it is pronounced) was the firl5t 
President of the \Velland Canal Company, 
and his house was the heaùlluarters of the 
Engineers of that work. Thi'! circumstance 
doubtless led to more than one of his son,> 
embracing the profession of Civil Engineer- 
mg. His elllest 15011 and namesake was 


employed on thc WeIland, Rt. Lawrence 
awl Chambly Canals, and also upon the 
Grand Trunk Railway. His fourth son, 
Mr. Samuel Keefer (of the Pacific Railway 
Commis'Sion), wa,> the first Engineer of Pub- 
lic Wurks when the Union of the Canadas 
took place in ISH. He ha,> been connectell 
with all the principal public work" of Can- 
ada for the last half century, and received 
the gold medal of the Paris E"hibition of 
1878 for his suspension Lridge at 
iagara 
Falls. 
The subject of this sketch is the eighth 
son, and was educatell first at Grantham 
Academy, St. Catharines, and afterwards, 
from IH:3:3 to 18:38, at Upper Canada Col- 
lege, where his name is nuw elllhiazuned 
on the walls as the winner of the Elgin 
Prize Essay. He entered the Cullege du- 
ring the administration of its founder, Sir 
John Colborne (Lord Seatun), whuse sons 
were pupils, and was a school-fellow of 
many distinguished Canadians. Upon leav- 
ing college, in 11-;:38, after passing into the 
highest form, the principal-the Rev. Dr. 
Harris-in taking leave uf him predicteù his 
future success in life. No public work 
being in progress in Canada at that time he 
found employmcnt on the Erie Canal unller 
an engineer who, when employed as Chief on 
the WeIland Canal, had been a frequent in- 
mate of his father's house. Upon the Uniun 
of the Canadas in 1841, the purchase Ly 
the Government of the \Vellanel Canal from 
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the private Company which had construct- 
ed it wa,> determined upon. Its enlarge- 
ment was procee,lecl with, and )11'. Keefer 
was appointed Assistant Engineer for the 
southern division, where he remaineù until 
1
4.j, when he was made Chief Engineer of 
the Ottawa River \Vorks, and removed to 
the present capital of the Dominiun. 

{Tpon the completion of the Ottawa 
WOl'ks in 1
.j.S, 
Ir. Keefer's connection 
with the novernment sen-ice terminated 
for the time, and foreseeing the advent of 
the railway era in Canada he turned his at- 
tention to that question. In IS4D he pub- 
lishell the "Philosophy of Railways," a 
pamphlet which hall much to do with the 
commencement of the Grand Trunk and 
other railways, and with the policy of Gov- 
ernJllent awl municipal aid by which their 
construction was secured. This pamphlet 
ran through several editions, the last of 
which appeared in IHï1. It was translated 
into French, amI reprinted in the )laritime 
Provinces. It showed that Canada lost from 
the waut of rail ways anù a winter market 
an amount which would builll fifty mile,> 
every year; that we could not have manu- 
factures without them; and that their want 
was an actual tax on the industry of the 
country. Early in the following year (11'1.>0) 
it was annuunced that Ur. Keefer wa" the 
winner of the prize offered by Lord Elgin 
for the be,>t essay on the intluence of the 
canals of Canada on her agriculture. In 
this essay )11'. Keefer marked out, thirty 
years ago, a :-\ational Policy in the follow- 
ing worJs-" Fortuñately 'free traile' and 
< protectiun ' have not yet 1ecome war cries 
in Canada, and we trust that patriotism 
awl the mutual respect of parties will dic- 
tate that spirit of compromise which is 
the leaven- of all good government. We 
belie\'e there is a freedom of cOlllmercial 
intercuurse which need not be unlicensed, 
awl an encouragement of native illllu,>try, 
when judiduusly directell, not incolllpati- 


ble with each other, or with the interest" 
of Cana.la a,> an agricultural country. \\' e 
cannot fail to perceive that we are already 
a surplus food-producing people; that our 
most easily cultivated lands are taken up; 
that the want of a local market ami super- 
abundant capital forbids the culti\'ation of 
the richer and more expensively tilled sui Is ; 
that our most valuable population-the na- 
tive born adult,> of both sexes-are wander- 
ing off where good land is more plenty and 
cheaper, or hard la10ur better rewarded. 
By imlustry and thrift we may recover 
from the effects of temporary calamities, 
but when the young and vigorous, the en- 
terprising, intelligent and initiated portion 
of our population abandon the country they 
have been rearell in, and which they are 
best qualifierl to de\'elop, she is indeed be- 
reaved. Any policy, therefore, which offers 
a reasonable prospect of extendin!:!; the ,-a- 
riety of our occupations, should be received 
upon its own merits, without reference to 
it,> clashing with a principle." 
The Senate of the lTnited ::;tates ha\'ing 
calle,l for a report on their trade with Can- 
ada, the United States Consul at St. John, 
New Brunswick, wa,> entrw,ted with the 
duty. and visited Canada for the purpo,>e. 
He applied to the late Hon. W. H. )[erritt 
fur a,>sistance, who referred him to Mr. 
Keefer as the Canadian best qualified for 
the duty. The latter had reëntered the 
GO\'enllnent service during the sUlllmer of 
Ik.jO, on Mr. Merritt's acce:isiou to power, 
amI had ùeen engaged on a survey of the 
River St. Lawrence, above )'Iontreal, al\(l 
beluw Quebec, inclwling the communication 
between Canada and .New Brunswick "in 
Lake Temiscouata. After' the cumpletion 
of the surveys 
h. Keefer wa!> sent hy the 
Govprmnent to Bostun to a,.,,.,ist Mr. An- 
drews, the United States Consul in pre- 
paring his fil'st report on reciprucal tratle 
with Cana(la. A ,.,econd report heing called 
for, )11'. Keefer I,who hall agam left the 
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GO\-ernment service) wa,> sent for by :\11'. 
Andrews in IH.")2 to 
ew York, and con- 
tributed largely to the final report. In ac- 
knowledgement of his service,> the con- 
sular agency at Toronto was placed at )11'. 
Keefer's disposal by .Mr. Andrews, who had 
now become Con,>ul-Ueneral for British 
North America, and he added his opinion 
that in this matter of reciprocity, ::\11'. Keefer 
had "done more for Canalla, outside and 
inside, than any other Canadian." 
In 1
.H, the first movement respecting a 
trunk railway was made by a convention 
of \Vardf'ns amI ::\layors of counties and 
town" between Kingston and Toronto, which 
was held at Be11eville, an(l Mr. Keefer wa.'" 
appointed Chief Engineer. Following this, 
the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Railway 
Company at Montreal, represented by the 
late Hon. John Young, provided for a sur- 
vey to connect their line with the Great 
\\T est by a bridge over the St. Lawrence 
and a railway to Kingston, both of which 
were entrusted to Mr. Keefer. His report 
established fur the first time the practi- 
cability of bridging the St. Lawrence at 
Montreal, notwithstanding the formidable 
ice movements which had led uther engi- 
neers to seek a site higher up the river. 
The Victoria bridge ha,> been built upon the 
principles laid tIown in Mr. Keefer's report, 
viz., contracting the water wa.y by solill ap- 
proaches, instead of seekin.
 inerea.,>ed water 
way in a wider portion of the river; antI 
twenty years' experience ha.,> established 
the correetnes'i of his conclusions. \Vhile 
these suneys were in progres-; 
I r. Keefer 
visited the fir.-;t International Exhibition in 
London, in 18.')1, for which he had been 
gazetted as one of the Cana,lian Commis- 
sioners by Lord Elgin in the previous year. 
In 18.')2 
lr. Keefer was appointed Chief 
Engineer for the construction of the 
lont- 
real water- works, in which he was engaged 
until their completion in 11'1.'57. In 18.j:1 
he became Engineer of the l\luntreal Har- 


bour Commission. In 1854, when the re- 
peal of the Railway Act of 1
4Ð and the 
Grand Trunk subsidy cut off all further 
Governmental aill to railways, .Mr. Keefer 
advocated in a lecture at .Montreal a land 
grant for securing a railway through the 
Uttawa Valley; and in 18.")6 a line frum 
Quebec to Lake Hurun wa,;; chartered with a 
liberal land grant. In 18.)7 he removed to 
Hamilton, and constructed the water-works 
for that city, fi11ing at the same time the 
position of Chief Engineer to the Hamilton 
and Port Dover Railway. In addition to the 
important works of construction during his 
residence at Montreal and Hamil ton, he wa.__ 
engaged ao;; Consulting Engineer on harbour 
questions, water-works, etc., in Nova Scotia 
and Xew Brun,>wick. In I
G2 he was ap- 
pointed a Commissioner to the secOIHl In- 
ternational Exhibitiun, amI went o\'er to 
London to relieve the late Sir William 
Logan, who had organized the Canadian 
Department there. 
In Hìli4, 
lr. Keefer (who had removed 
from Hamilton to Toronto in 18GO) returned 
to Ottawa, where for several years his time 
was chiefly occupied with a falJiily estate; 
but in UW!), immediately after the acquisi- 
tion by Canada of the claims of the Hml- 

on's Bay Company to the 
 orth- W cst 
Territories, he commenced a l5eriel5 of letters 
in the Montreal and Ottawa papers, point- 
ing out that" a continuous rail way on Cana- 
dian 
oil was indispensable to the e'(tension 
of Confederation across the continent," and 
that" the lan(18 of the 'Fertile Belt' must 
build it." He opposed the expenditure then 
going on upon the Dawsun Route a,> certain 
to be rendered I1sele:-,s by the early construc- 
tion of a milway, and as unahle to compete 
with the routc through thf' TTnited States. 
These letters undoubtedly had much to do 
in forming public opinion for a fa\'ourable 
receptiun of the scheme a few years later. 
In 1
70, )11'. Keefer brought about at c
17
 I 
vention of mun;eipal delegates f,"n
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Ottawa VaIley and from Montreal, in fa- 
vour of the Canada Central Railway, to 
which he tl1en alluded as the beginning of 
a Canadian Pacifie Railway. 
In 1872 he commenced the construction 
of the Ottawa water-works, for which he 
had made the preliminary survey in U)(j
). 
He has also been connected as Con<;ulting 
Engineer with the water-works of Halifax, 
Quebec, Toronto, St. Catharines, and Lon- 
don, Ontario., In 1877 he was appointed 
Chief Commissioner for Canada at the Paris 
Exhibition of 1878. That Exhibition was 
the first at which Canada has appeared in 
Europe since Confederation, and her Com- 
missioner fulIy comprehended the impor- 
tance of a fa\'ourable df1nd for the now 

 urth American Power. The great map 
which has since been exhibited all over 
Canada, anll the models uf public works, 
for the first time fully illu:,trated the great 
resources and enterprise of the Dominion, 
and these, aided by a very complete exhibit 
of the products of agriculture, the forest, 
the mine, the fisheries, and manufactures, 
produced a genuine surprise for England as 
well as for France. 
In addition to the arduous labours of 
preparation and installation of such an ex- 
hibition, )Ir. Keefer found time to edit one 
of the most complete haml-book:-; which has 
ever been published in connection with any 
country, accompanied and illustrated with 
valuable and beautiful maps. In it the 
most recent amI complete information wal:) 
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gi\'en as to the physical geography, climate, 
area and population, drainage system, laws, 
administration of government, public de- 
partments, commerce, agriculture, mines, 
fisherií's, education, railways, canals, etc., 
so that a European about to emigrate could 
supplement what was wanting in the Ex- 
hibition itself, in the way of information to 
enable him to judge of the merits of Canada 
as a future home. The London Times and 
other [pading newspapers reviewed it in 
highly favourable terms. Ten thousand 
copies of it in French and English were 
printed, eight thousaml of which were dis- 
tributed in Europe. A eopy \Va,> sent to 
every member of the British Parliament, 
and to many of the country clergy, who 
are more consulted by intending emigrants 
than any other class. The recent interest 
displayed by both France and England in 
the affairs of the Dominion is doubtlef>s in 
no small degree due to the comprehensive 
and exhaustive exhibit made by Canada at 
I Paris in 1878. 
France conferred upon the Canadian 
Commissioner the rank of "officer" in the 
Legion of Honuur, allil invited him, on the 
nomination of the Prince of 'Vales, to be- 
come a member of the International Jury in 
the class of Engineering. England aeknow- 
ledged his services by the Companionship 
of the Order of St. Michael and St. George. 
He is a mem bel' of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, London, and of the American So- 
cil'ty of Civil Engineers, K ew York. 
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T HE Honourable Mr. Cauchon occupies a 
position among the public men of the 
Dominion which, for want of a better word, 
we shall designate as peculiar. He has 
been conspicuously before the Canadian 
public for nearly forty years, and is known, 
at least by name, throughout thp length and 
breadth of our land. He was a politician 
from his boyhood, and enjoyed a certain 
local repute as a writer on political ques- 
tions long before he had attained his ma- 
jority, and consequently long before he had 
reached an age when his opinions on such 
questions could be expected to have much 
value. His intellect, however, developed 
early, and when he first entered Parliament, 
in 1844, he was considerably older than his 
years. From that date down to the time 
of his appointment to the position which he 
now occupies-an interval embracing thirty- 
three years-he continuously occupied a 
seat in the Legislature, either as private 
member, Cabinet Minister, or Speaker of 
the Senate. A parliamentary career extend- 
ing over so long a period would of itself 
have been sufficient to make him widely 
known. But there are other reasons for the 
celebrity-we had nearly said notoriety- 
which attaches to his name. The mem- 
ber for Montmorency was never afflicted 
with bashfulness or diffidence. He was not 
only a frequent speaker, but a remarkably 
fiery and effective one. His speeches were 
always listened to, for on whatsoever topic 


he thought fit to deliver himself, he spoke 
with a verve and energy which could not 
fail to secure attention. His arguments 
were not always convincing, but they were 
nearly always controversial and aggressive. 
It is no dii;paragement to his French Cana- 
dian contemporaries to say that few, if any, 
of them can claim intellectual precedence 
over Joseph Edouard Cauchon. Sir George 
Cartier was his superior as a party leader. 
Sir A. A. Dorion was and is his superior 
in culture, and in its application to prac- 
tical work. The Hon. A. N. Morin was a 
man of undoubted capacity, and of much 
intellectual and moral worth. Dorion and 
Morin, however, throughout the whole of 
their public career, were diffident men. 
You might know them for years ere you 
knew how much strength was in them. Mr. 
Cauchon-well, Mr. Cauchon is not, and 
never h8.'> been, diffiùent. Whether in Par- 
liamentary speech or newspaper article, he 
bursts npon you like a tornado. His great 
force impresses you at once. For various 
reasons, however, he has not for many years 
exerted an influence commensurate with his 
abilities, and he has long ceased to be widely 
popular. True, his constituents in Montmo- 
rency stuck to him through evil report and 
good report, and he never appealed to their 
suffrages in vain. But there were a queru- 
lousness and pugnacity about him which 
constantly pro\'oked bitter enmities, and 
these enmities he selùom or never attempt- 
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ed to allay. He seemed to take delight in 
ridiculing and exa'lperating his opponents. 
This wac; perhaps a weakne!'õs, but, if so, it 
was unquestionably a weakness allied to 
strength. The more powerful of his enemies 
hated him; the weaker ones both hated and 
feared. He came to be regarded as a danger- 
ous antagonist and an undesirable ally 
Then, there were certain pecuniary trans- 
actions which, whether rightly or wrongly, 
em-eloped him in an atmosphere of dis- 
repute. His enemies were numerous, and 
readily availed themselves of such a state of 
affairs to attack him in the most vulnerable 
place. That many offences were laid to his 
charge of which he was entirely innocent 
there can be no reasonable doubt. Still, it 
is to be feared that certain transactions 
wherewith he was more or lb;; connected 
were of such a nature as to lend colour to 
stultifying accusations, even when, as was 
sometimes the cac;e, the latter were wholly 
groundless. He became a political Ish- 
maelite, and his intellectual fibre was 
such that he scarcely seemed even to re- 
gret his isolation. His unpopularity, how- 
ever, became so widespread that his use- 
fulness as a public man was seriously in- 
terfered with, and there can be no doubt 
that he acted wisely in accepting a high and 
dignified position which removed him from 
the scene of his many antagonisms. As 
Lieutenant-Governor he has conducted him- 
self with a moderation which could scarcely 
have been expected from his previous career. 
He still enjoys a large measure of physical 
and mental vigour, but he has entered upon 
the sixty-fifth year of his age, and it is 
hardly likely that he will ever care to re- 
enter the arena where he long occupied so 
con
picuous a place. 
He is descended from an old French fam- 
ily that originally settled at L'Ange Gar- 
dien-a parish situated on the north shore 
of the 
t. Lawrence, a few miles below Que- I 
bec-in the year 1636. The founder of the 


I Canadian branch of the family appears to 
have been a gentleman of position and in- 
fluence. He wac; a member of the Conseil 
Supuieui', and the personal friend and 
a'Jsociate of M. de :Montmagny, Governor of 
the colony of New France. His son, Ca.u- 
chon de Laverdière, became a Judge of the 
Cow' Ruy(tle, in the Island of Orleans. A 
more modern descendant was the late Mr. 
Joseph Ange Cauchon, of Quebec, who mar- 
ried Miss Marguerite Vallie, of the same 
city. The present Lieutenant-Governor of 
:\Ianitoba is one of the fruits of that mar- 
riage, and was born at St. Roch's, Quebec, 
on the 31st of December, 1816. 
He began political life with the advan- 
tage of a much more thorough mental train- 
ing than has fallen to the lot of most of our 
public men. After receiving a rudimentary 
education, he entered the Petit Séminaire 
de Quebec in his fourteenth year. His 
attendance there lasted for about nine years, 
during which period he was known as a 
youth of remarkable precocity and mental 
grasp. He entered with keen relish into 
the vexed politi
al questions of the time, 
and became an ardent nationalist while still 
in his teens. He was a high authority on 
constitutional questions among his fellow- 
students, and was accustomed to air his boy- 
ish prejudices1.n the columns of Le Libe1'al, 
a newspaper which was at that time pub- 
lished in Quebec in the interests of the 
French-Canadian party. In 1837, while he 
was still a student at the Seminary, he en- 
tered the office of the late Mr. Justice Morin, 
but did not long remain there, being notified 
that it was contrary to the college regulations 
for him to pursue his profe'Jsional stud
es 
concurrently with his scholastic course at the 
Seminary. In 1839, having completed a 
brilliant course at the last-named institu- 
tion, he entered the office of the late Mr. 
James G. Baird, a local advocate of high 
repute. Legal studies, however, do not 
seem to have been much to his taste, and 
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though he read the prescribed course, and 
was duly called to the Bar of Lower Canada 
in IH4:3, it docs not appear that he ever seri- 
ously gave his mina to his profession, or 
that he ever engaged in actual practice as 
an advocate. During the currency of his 
articles he gave up his time almost exclu- 
sively to journalistic pursuits. He was a 
regular contributor to Le Cnnnclien, the 
leading exponent of French-Cana(lian opin- 
ion, which was then edited by 
1r. Etienne 
Parent, an eloquent and vigorous, but inju- 
dicious writer, who had paid the penalty of 
imprisonment for his demon<;trative e
pres- 
sion of his opinions during the troubles of 
IH:37-8. Upon Mr. Parent's eleetiun to Par- 
liament, in lk41, as representative for the 
county of Saguenay, young Cauchon, then 
in his twenty-fifth year, succeeded to the 
cditorial chair. Being no longer sul
ected 
to the control of an older an(l wiser head 
than his own, he gave an exceedingly loose 
rein to his journalistic Pegasus, and for a 
few months wrote in such a <;train that his 
articles could not be allowed to pass unnu- 
ticed. As he turned a deaf ear to all admo- 
nitions, Le Canadien was suppressed by the 
Government, and the young editor was of 
course reganled by his admirers as a political 
martyr. He next determined to launch out 
into a newspaper enterprise on his own ac- 
count, and, with the assistance of his bro- 
ther-in-law, 1Ir. Coté, he establishell the 
JonJ'lwl (le Qnebec. He threw himself in- 
to this new enterprise with characteristic 
energy, an({ macle a personal canvass of his 
native city for subscribcrs and advertise- 
ments. He succeeded in obtaining a satis- 
factory sub'icription list, and the first nUIll- 
bel' of the paper made its appearance on 
the 1st of December, IH42. He had learned 
wisdom in the school of experience, and the 
Journal, under his management, erelong 
won an influential position among Freneh- 
Canadian newspapers. [ts editorial articles 
were marked by a vigour and breadth which 


proved that the writer's mind had developed 
apace since the inditing of the frothy, 
windy verbosity which had characterized 
his contri butions to Le L ibeml and Le Cana- 
elien. His fame as a writer spread far be- 
yond the limits of Quebec, and he was re- 
peatedly solicited by more than one con- 
stituency to enter public life. 
These solicitations were doubtless highly 
:"atisfactory to 
Ir. Cauehon, and at the 
general election of lR44 he wa" returned 
for the county of Montmorency. He con- 
tinuously represented that constituency, 
either in one House or another, or in both, 
down to 1872. 
His entry into public life took place at a 
critical periofl in the history of our consti- 
tution. The first Baldwin-Lafontaine Ad- 
ministration had resigned only a few months 
before, and the struggle between :-;ir Charles 
'\Ietcalfe and the constitutional Reformers 
of Cana<la had fairly begun. The nature 
of that struggle is already familiar to our 
readers, and only a passing reference to it 
is nee(led here. The result of the elections 
of 18H had been to give the Governor- 
General's policy a majority of supporters. 
The majority, however, was too small to 
render the position of 1Iessrs. Draper and 
Viger by any means comfortable or assured, 
and the Opposition was perhaps the most 
formidable known to Canadian political 
history. At its head were ßlessrs. Baldwin 
and Lafontaine, and in its ranks were Fran- 
cis Hincks, Thomac; Cushing Aylwin, and 
indeed nearly every prominent member of 
Parliament. To swell the!"e ranks now 
came Joseph Edouard Cauclwn, who soon 
proved that he was not less formidable on 
the floor of the Assembly than in the col- 
umns of the Juurnal de Qnebec. His 
speeches, during the early part of his Par- 
liamentary career, were marked by a hesita- 
tion of utterance begotten of redundancy 
of ideas, but this drawback was soon sur- 
mounted, and apt words flowed from his 
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lips like a ton'ent from an Alpine fastness. 
He developed extraordinary powers of sar- 
casm and objurgation-an!1 also develope!1 
an extraurdinary faculty for making ene- 
mies. Long before the Reform Party re- 
turned to power in I
4
 he was recognized 
8.'3 a Parliamentary gladiator who, so far as I 
readiness of repartee and eloquence of vi- 
tuperation were concerned, was without a 
peer in the Assembly. In later times he 
had sundry passages of arms with his fel- 
low-countryman, Louis Joseph Papineau, 
but the sceptre of the" old man eloquent" 
had departed from him, and he never ap- 
peared to less advantage than when ex- 
changing left-handcd compliments with the 
member for 1Iontmorency across the floor 
of the House. 

Ir. Cauchon supported his leader, 111'. 
Lafontaine, until that gcntleman's retire- 
ment to private life in IH.;!. Upon the ac- 
cession to power of the Hincks-Morin Ad- 
ministration he assumed a hostile attitude, 
and was a source of no little trouble to the 
Premier. He strongly objected to some of 
the western members in the Government. 
Ur. 
IalcollIl Cameron and Dr. Rolph, re- 
presenting the" ('leal' Grit" element in the 
House, were specially distasteful to him, 
and he directed all his energies to their mor- 
tification. An attempt was made to appease 
him by Mr. Hincks, who offered him the post 
of Assistant-Secretary for Lower Canada, 
with a seat in Parliament, but without a seat 
in the Cabinet. '11'. l'auchon declined the 
offer, and on the opening of the session in 
18:)2 arrayed himself in determined oppo- 
sition. He mat Ie an attempt to form a sep- 
arate Opposition COlli posed exclusively of 
Conservath'es from the Luwer Pruvince, of 
which element he was at that time the 
acknowledged leader. He could not muster 
a sufficient force, however, to make a dis- 
tinct Opposition, and contented himself 1 
with attackin
 the 1linistry upon every I 
available opportunity. Among other pro- 


I 
jects which he advocated at this time with 
great vehemence' was that of construct- 
ing a North Shore Railway, out, of which 
I he contrived to make some political capital. 
He did his utmost to oust 
Ir. Hincks from 
power, and upon the formation of the Mac- 
nab-
1orin Coalition Government, in I
.,)4, 
he yielded it his cordial support. He sup- 
ported the Acts abolishing the Seignorial 
Tenure and secularizing the Clergy Re- 
senTes. Upon .àlr. Morin's retirement from 
the Government in the beginning of IS.i,:í, 
to accept a seat on the Bench, Mr. Cauchon 
entered the Administration, and became 
Commissioner of Crown Lands. Within a 
few week" after his accession to office he in- 
troduced and successfully carried through 
the Act rendering the Legislati ve Council 
elective. His tenure of office generally was 
markefl by great industry, amI he certainly 
left his mark upon the legislation of the 
time. He retained hi:" place in the Minis- 
try until the month of April, IH57, when a 
di'3acrreement arose between him and his 
ð , 
colleagues with respect to the 
 orth Shore 
Railway. He was desirous of obtaining 
Government assistance towards the con- 
struction of the line, and pressed his wi,.,hes 
upon his colleagues very strongly. Being 
unable to obtain the wished-for boon, he 
withdrew from the Administration in great 
dudgeon, and went into Opposition. When 
he tendered his resignation it was generally 
understood that he only did so to extort 
cuncessions from his coHeagues, and that he 
did not really intend to retire. His resig- 
nation, however, wa..,> accepted almost with- 
out remonstrance. Soon after the perpetra- 
tion of the Double-Shuttle he began to give a 
more or less cordial support to the Cal.tier- 
Macdonald Government. As time passed 
his support became more firm, and in June, 
IHül, he accepted office in it a,> Cum mission- 
er of Public \Yorks. He held that portfolio 
until the defeat of the Government ill 
[ay, 
1
ü2, when he resigned with his colleagues. 
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Mr. Cauchon was a zealous and active 
supporter of the scheme of Confederation, 
both in Parliament and in his paper, which 
he continued to edit with never-failing 
ability. He was offered a seat in the Taché- 
:Macdonald Administration in 11')64, but 
thought proper to decline it, although he 
supported it so long as it remained in 
power. 
At the first general election after the 
Union, in 1867, he was returned by accla- 
mation, both to the House of Commons ami 
to the Local Legislature of Quebec, by his 
old constituency of Montmorency. 'When 
Sir Narcisse Fortunat Belleau entered on 
his duties as first Lieutenant-Governor of 
the Province of Quebec, he offered the Pre- 
miership to .Mr. Cauchon; but that gentle- 
man, after consultation with other persons 
whom he had invited to take office with 
him, declined the honour. Just before the 
meeting of the Dominion Parliament in 
the following November he was offered the 
Speakership of the Senate, which position 
he accepted, and resigned his seat in the 
Commons. The duties incidental to the 
Speakership are said to have been dis- 
charged by him with becoming dignity, 
and his tenure of office was marked by 
a liberal and profuse hospitality. He re- 
signed the Speakership in July, 1872, in 
order to reënter the House of Commons, 
and at the general election of that year he 
was returned to the Commons for Quebec 
Centre as an independent candidate. It 
was known before then that he was sup- 
porting the Opposition under 
Ir. 
Iacken- 
zie's leadership. 

Ieanwhile, he had ever since the Union 
continued to sit in the Local Legislature of 
Quebec for the county of Montmorency. 
Towards the end of 1872 he was compelled 
by the pressure of public opinion to resign 
his seat for that constituency. The circum- 
stances attendant upon this resignation are 
not pleasant to .lwell upon, and we would 


gladly omit all reference to them if such 
omission were possible. 
uch a course, 
however, would involve a suppressio veri 
which the editor of this work does not con- 
ceive to be consistent with his duty. The 
I story of the Beauport scandal, as elicited 
by a Parliamentary Committe
 of Inquiry, 
must be told. 
In the parish of Beauport, on the north 
shore of the St. Lawrence, and about five 
miles below Quebec, a private lunatic asylum 
was established more than thirty years ago 
by Dr. James Douglas, who himself assumed 
the superintendence of the institution. The 
Doctor's management was characterized by 
great kindness, and by the most beneficial 
results to the patients, and his asylum soon 
acquired a creditable reputation. There 
was no Provincial asylum in the neighbour- 
hood, and the Government placed such luna- 
tics as they were bound to provide for in 
Dr. Douglas's charge, making him an annual 
allowance of so much per head for their 
care and support. This arrangement proved 
profitable to the Doctor, and entirely satis- 
factory to the Government. After the lapse 
of some years Dr. Douglas sold the estab- 
lishment to one Dr. Roy. The latter was a 
gentleman of comparatively small means, 
and it was surmised that he must have re- 
ceived large pecuniary assistance from some 
quarter or other in order to carry out the 
transaction. He was well known to be 
largely under 
Ir. Cauchon's influence, and 
it was commonly rumoured that it was from 
him that the necessary fuml" for the pur- 
chase had been derived. This, however, 
was merely rumour, though the matter was 
frequently hinted at in the House, and sus- 
picions very uncomplimentary to Mr. Cau- 
chon were engendered in the public mind. 
It must be borne in mind that Mr. Cauchon 
during this time occupied the position of 
a member of Parliament. Meanwhile the 
lunatics chargeable upon the public con- 
tinued to be quartered at the Beauport 
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Asylum. The ::.-uspicions with reference to 
1Ir. Cauchon gathered force from year to 
year. During the session of 1872 )Ir. Joly, 
the leade)' of the Opposition in the Quebec 
Legislature, became cognizant of facts which 
induced him to declare from his place in 
Parliament that 
Ir. Cauchon was a Govern- 
ment contractor. After making this decla- 
ration he demanded an investigation before 
the Committee on Parliamentary Privileges 
and Elections. 
Ir. Chauveau's Government 
was then in power, and the greatest efforts 
were made to suppress inquiry into the 
matter. 
Ir. Joly succeeded in his motion, 
however, and the investigation was pro- 
ceeded with. The result was most disas- 
trous to 11r. Cauchon's reputation. It wa.<; 
proved that the profits and revenues of the 
asylum belonged to him, and had belonged 
to him for many years. Dr. Roy proved 
that Mr. Cauchon had furnished him with 
the capital to buyout Dr. Douglas, and that 
it had been agreed that Cauchon and Roy 
should share the profits of the establishment 
between them, Mr. Cauchon stipulating that 
his part in the transaction should be kept 
secret in order that he might continue to 
sit in Parliament. The amount actually 
advanced by 
Ir. Cauchon was 
38,000. He 
took from Dr. Roy a mortgage on the asy- 
lum for $58,000, the additional :3
0,000 be- 
ing an honorarium for his services in con- 
nection with the matter. It was alleged 
that )1r. Cauchon had subsequently taken 
advantage of Dr. Roy's impecuniosity, 
placed him upon a salary of 
1,600 a year, 
and retained all the profits of the establish- 
ment, amounting to something like S15,000 
annually. Early in 1872, Dr. Roy had be- 
come tired of this unequal partnership, and 
a prosecution had been instituted against 
l\Ir. Cauchon for sitting in Parliament while 
he occupied the position of a contractor 
with the Government. Mr. Cauchon was 
thus placeù upon the horns of a most eIll- 
Lba",,",ing dilemma. If he admitted that 


he was a contractor with the Government 
he would become liable to a penalty of 

1,000 for every day he had sat in Parlia- 
ment while 
olding that position. If he 
repudiated his partnership, and claimed to 
be a mere mortgagee, all the vast sums he 
had received would be set off against his 
claim on the mortgage, and he had long 
since been paid in fulL According to Dr; 
Roy's evidence, that gentleman finally ar- 
ranged to settle the matter by paying Mr. 
Cauchon 
50,OOO. Mr. Cauchon was to re- 
linquish his proprietorship, and was to use 
his influence to procure a ten years' renewal 
of the contract between the Government anù 
the asylum. Dr. Roy further alleged that 
Mr. Cauchon claimed to have spent large 
sums in securing the return of members 
favourable to Mr. Chauveau's Government, 
and had thus placed himself in a position 
to demand the desired renewaL There were 
many other humiliating disclosures, and the 
Provincial press was loud in its denunci- 
ations. Mr. Cauchon, in order to avoid ex- 
pulsion, was compelled to resign his seat in 
the Quebec Parliament, but he was speedily 
reëlected by acclamation by his constituents 
in 
Iontmorency, who seemed to be quite 
unconscious that their member had done 
anything to forfeit his claims to their con- 
fidence and respect. 
Such, divested of accessories, is the story 
of the Beauport scandal, the aroma of which 
has ever since clung to Mr. Cauchon, but 
which did not prevent his repeated reëlec- 
tion to the House of Commons for Quebec 
Centre. At the general election of 1874 he 
was returned for that constituency by ac- 
clamation, anù the same result followeù 
when he returned to his constituents for 
reëlection after accepting office in Mr. Mac- 
kenzie's Government in December, 187.j. 
Mr. Mackenzie was subjected to some criti- 
cism for receiving such a colleague, and it 
is certain that the latter was a source of 
weakness, rather than strength to the Gov- 



I 
I 
I 


14J. 


THE HON. JOSEPH EDOUARD CAUCHON. 


ernment. Mr. Cauchon's intellectual quali- 
fications for office, however, were of a high 
orrler. His connection with the Beauport 
Asylum was wholly indefensible, hut Mr. 
Mackenzie ascertained, by careful investi- 
gation, that other Rerious charges against 
him were wholly without foundation, and 
he still retained the confidence of Ulany of 
the French-Canadian members. Under these 
circumstances Mr. Mackenzie-as we be- 
lieve, not without serious misgivings-ad- 
mitted him to his Government, and he was 
duly installed as President of the Council. 
On the 8th of June, 1.s77, he was transfer- 
red to the Department of InbUlI Re\'enue. 
as successor to the Hon. 'f. A. R. LaflamUle. 
He marle an efficient Cabinet Minister, so 
far as his services and intellectual capacity 
wpre concerned. but as time passed by it 
became apparent to 1\11'. Mackenzie that his 
continuance in the Ministry was undesir- 
able. H is faculty for making enemies had 
not grown rusty with age, and that faculty, 
combined with the general estimation in 
which he was held, was such as to seriously 
interfere with his usefulness. He had served 
Mr. )Iackenzie, howc\'er, with perfect faith 
and loyalty, giving him a full and whole- 
hearted support. In the Riel and Lepine 
affair, and in the New Brunswick school 
question, he rendered valuable aid to the 
Government, and was entitled to some con- 
sirleration at their han/ls. Tn the early au- 
tunm of 1.s77 he was offered the Lieutenant- 
Governorship of .Manitoba. The population 
of that Province is largely made up of his 
French-Canadian fellow-countrymen, and it 
was believed that his appointment would be 
the means of pmmoting a good understand- 
ing between the rival races there. HI' ac- 
cepted the position, and his appointment 
took place on the 8th of October. The 
intelligence was not received in the Prairie 
Province with un mixed enthusiasm or satis- 
faction, but the appointment was an accom- 
plished fact, and as such was acquiesced in. 


The hopes entertained prior to his appoint- 
ment have. to some extent been realized. It 
would perhaps be going too far to say that 
Lieutenant-Governor Cauchon has made 
himself universally popular in Manitoba, 
but, so far as we are aware, he has adminis- 
tered the Government with justice and im- 
partiality. 
1\1r. Cauchon has contributed several 
works to the literature of his native Prov- 
ince, the most important of which are re- 
productions of SOlUe of his articles in his 
newspaper, the JO'Ll"nal d(
 Qnebec. One of 
these reproductions, published in 18
J5, un- 
der the title of "L'Union des Provinces de 
l'Amel'ique Britannique du Nord," is said 
to have done much to influence public opin- 
ion in the Lower PrO\'inee in favour of the 
prqjected Conferleratiun. Concerning his 
literary and journalistic style, )Tr. Fennings 
Taylur remarks: "He is one of the most 
clear awl nervous of our pul,lic writers; 
allli to his other high merits unites a well 
stored and eulti-i.-ate(l minI] on almost every 
branch of knowledge. Besir]es an indomi- 
talJle will, 1\11'. Cauehon pos:-.csses grl'at indi- 
viduality of character; determination which 
no opposition can intimidate, inrlustry which 
no labour can exhaust, awl per!'.everan('e 
which nu rliseouragement can appal. He 
moves vehemently as well a,> persistently 
towarrls the point he wÜ,hes to arrive at. 
Such movement, moreover, appears to be 
impeller 1 hy the unrestrained despotism of 
his thoughts; thoughts which know neither 
fril'nf] nor counsellor outside of the fervirl 
brain in which they are gene rater I. The 
matter of his speech harmonizes with hi.,> 
temperature. He rarely persuades; he seeks 
rather to destroy than to convince; to ex- 
pose the weakness of his ad\'er!'ary's argu- 
ment rather than exhihit the strl'ngth of 
his own. HI' does not re<;;ort to sophistry, 
heing careful only to aRsert truth, or what 
he believes to be truth. HI' conciliates by 
aceif]ent, while he controls hy hahit. Furce 
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is his normal condition, and intellectual ac- 
tivity is the life of that conùition. He de- 
lights in mental gymna'\tics, and enters with 
zest, and from sheer love of the exercise, into 
the arena of controvcrRY. Though he lacks 
the flexible qualities which go to make a 
lea(ler popular, he possesses the forcible 
ones which make an ally valuable. He is a 
powerful associate anù a dangerous oppo- 
nent." 
Mr. Cauchon ha'i been thrice married. 
His first wife, whom he married in 1843, 


L ,v

 


was Julie, elùest daughter of 
Ir. Charles 
Lemieux, of Quebec. This lady died in 1HG4. 
Two years later Mr. Cauchon married 
Miss ,'\laria Nolan, daughter of Mr. Martin 
Nolan, of Quebec. She died in December, 
1
77. On the 1st of February, 1
80, he 
married Mi8s Emma Lemoine, daughter of 
Mr. Rubert Lemoine, Clerk of the Senate. 
He has several times been Mayor of his na- 
tive city, and has also been Lieutenant-Cul- 
onel of the Ninth Battalion of Volunteer 
Militia, or Chasseurs de Quebec. 
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T HE Chancellor of Ontario belongs to a receive,l the appointment of 1Iaster in Chan- 
Dorsetshire (England) family, but was cery, He suLsequently, in accurdance with 
born at Xew (;ross, one of the Surrey the practice thell in vuglle, attende,l the sit- 
suburLs of Lonùon, in 1807. His father, tings of the Legislative Council in that ca- 
the late Mr. Joseph Sprag-ge, was by pro- pacity. From July, 1K:Hi, until the enion 
fession a tutor. The fatuily remove,l to of thc Provinces in 1
41, he was Surrogatc 
Canada ùuring the early ùo)'hooù of the I Judge of the Home Dist,rict. On the l:Uh 
future Chancellor, and scttlell at Little of July, 1&44, he was appointed Registrar 
York, where 
Jr. Spragge, Sr., became tutor of the Court of Chancery. He was suhse- 
of the Central School. The suùject of this quently electell a Bencher of the Law So- 
sketch, with his brothers, Joseph and Wil- ciety of "Cppcr Canada, anù in 18.jO became 
liam, receivcd his education, first at the Treasurcr to that Budy. In January, 1K.jl, 
Central School, and afterward" at the Royal I he was appointed Yice-ChanccIlor of Upper 
Grammar or Home District School, under I Canada, and retaineù that position until the 
the late Dr. Strachan, aftcrwarùs Bishop of death of the HOll. P. M. 1\1. S. Yankoughnet, 
Toronto. He studied law, first in the office towards the close of 18G!:J, when he became 
of the late Sir James B. :\Iacaulay, and Chancellor-a position which he has ever 
afterwards in the office of Roùed Dalllwin, since filled with dignity anù honuur. At 
where he completed the term uf his articles. the present time it is rUllluureù that further 
He was aùmitted as an attorney and was promution awaits him. 
calleù to the Bar of Upper Canada in In 1K47 he wrote antI puùlishetl in pam- 
1\lichaehnas Term, lK
S, and imlllediately phlet furm a letter on the subject of the 
thercafter he began the practice of his. pro- Courts of Law ill Cpper Canada, adùressed 
fession in York. 'V hen the late Hon. John to the Attorney-General amI Solieitor- 
Hillyarù Cameron was calletl to the Bar in General. In 1
.jK he wa'! one of thc.J udges 
l\Iichaelll1as Term, IS:18, l\Ir. Sprag
e aJ- selectcd to make rules and ordcrs regulating 
mitted him to a partnership, which was the procedure in the Surrogate r'ourts. 
o 
maintained for some years untler the style more lcarned lawyer ha,> ever sat on the 
of Spragge &, Cameron. While at the Ear Equity Bench of this Province, and no juùg- 
.Mr. Spragge had a ,'ery large agency bus i- ments are more highly respectcd than his. 
ness, anll was cunsidered the aLlest Equity While at the Bar he marricll a daughtpr 
draughtsman in the Province. of the late Dr. .\lexa1ll1er ThoIn, Staff Sur- 
Upon the creation of the Court of Chan- geon, anù l\ledical Superintemlent of Mili- 
ceryof Upper Canaùa, in 1
37, Mr. Spragge tar) Settlements on thc Riùeau. 
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' I R. 
l('DOUGA LL occupie,> a positiun 
.1\ apart and alone in Camt.lian political 
life. His bit.terest enemy-an. 1 he has a 
goo,l many bitter enemies-will not (leny 
that he i,> in some respect,> one of our very 
ablest public men. He has been born and 
reared among us, and his sympathies, such 
as they are, are what might flaturally he ex- 
peetcd from his birth anù training-. His 
native intelligence is of a high order, and 
has been sharpeneù by a eonsi.lerable range 
uf reading, mental discipline, and wide in- 
tercourse with mankind. His knowledge 
of Canadian affairs is accurate and compre- 
hemive, and he is, when he pleases, one of 
the most powerful speakers in the Canadian 
Parliament. His voice is clear and sonorous, 
his figure is erect and commanding. His 
language is well-chosen and iùiomatic, and 
his delivery etleetive. Such a lIIan, in a new 
country like our own, might naturally be 
expected to exert a potent and far-reaching 
influence. That h.. ,loes so cannot be Ilenied, 
although, for various rcason<;, his influence 
for some years past has not heen cummen- 
sumte with his abilities. His enemies say 
that he is not to be tru'Öted. Without en- 
dorsing such a statement, it may be said 
that he po,>sesses a stron
 individuality of 
his uwn; that hc has not been ahle to school 
his min.l sut1ieiently to render himself sub- 
servient to any learler; anù that he has thus 
faileù to llleet the full rc.[Uirelllellts of party 
discipline. There is mureover an aggres- 


siveness in his manner anll in his character 
which has seriously interfereù with his 
popularity, ami with his success in life. Hi" 
public career has been a peculiar one. He 
ha,> at different times attached himself to 
both the political parties into which, prior 
to Confederation, the public men of Canada 
were ùivi,le.l. He ha,> even workerl with 
apparent cordiality with ùifferent wings of 
each party. It is difficult for anyone who 
knows and has converse.l with him to avoid 
the cunclusion that he is a man of Liberal 
convictioll'!; yet hc has been a member of 
at least one l1inistry that was nothing if 
not Conservative. At present he is-and 
in.leed Ill' has for some time past been-a 
free lance in public life. He supports the 
present Government on the tariff question, 
alllijust so much farther as he thinks proper, 
but claims anù exercises perfect indepen- 
(lenee of action. He calls himself a Conser- 
vative Liberal, and the phrase represents 
his position pretty accurately. 
He was born in the town of York, now 
the city of Toronto, on the 25th of January, 
IH22. His father was the late Mr. Daniel 
:\leDougall, who, three years after his son's 
birth, removed to a farm on Y onge Street, a 
few miles north of the city. Hi., paternal 
grandfather wa'! 111'. John McDougall, a 
native of the Highlands of Scotland, and a 
C E. Luyali&t, who served in the British 
QOlllluissariat 
ervice during tIll' Revolution- 
ary \Val'. After the close of hostilities, J uhn 


, 
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McDougall removed to 
 ova Scotia, and 
marrying the daughter of a British officer 
who had settled at Shelburne, attempted to 
establish himself in commercial business in 
that ill-fated refugee town. After the arri- 
val of GO\Ternor Simcoe in this Province he 
removed to Upper Canada, and settled in 
Little York. His son Daniel married Miss 
Hannah Matthews, of St. Andrews, in Lower 
Canada, who thus became the mother of the 
subject of this sketch. It is said that the 
latter inherits from her the indi viduality and 
force of character which have made him con- 
spicuous in public life. 
William McDougall received his prelimi- 
nary education at various public and pri- 
vate schools, and afterwards spent some 
time at Yictoria College, Cobourg. Much 
of his early life was passed upon his father's 
farm on Y onge Street, where he doubt- 
less laid the foundation of the robu<;t phy- 
siqne which he has possessed ever since 
attaining manhood. It was felt, however, 
that such energy and abilities as his must 
find some other outlet than agricultural 
pursuits, and when he was eighteen years 
of age he entered the office of the late Mr. 
-afterwards the Hon.-James Hervey 
Price, barrister, of Toronto, and began the 
study of the law. Before the expiration of 
his articles he had begun to contribute to 
the newspapers of the day, and displayed 
a decided talent for the profession of a 
journalist. He completed his studies, how- 
ever, and was admitted as an attorney and 
solicitor in l\Iichaelmas Term, HH7. He en- 
tered into partnership with a fellow-student, 
Mr. Ambrose Gorham, and for a short time 
practised his profession; but within a few 
months after his admission as an attorney we 
find him establishing the Cluwda Fa1'me1 T , a 
weekly paper devoted to agriculture, science 
and literature. Its name was' subsequently 
changed to that of the ('nnadÙtn Agri- 
cultu1'ist, which continuell to be published 
under his auspices down to the year It).'58, 


when he sold the copyright to the Upper 
Canada Board of Agriculture, by whom 
it was subsequently sold to the late Hon. 
George Brown. Long before this period, 
however, Mr. McDougall had ceased to be 
a mere agricultural journalist. In 1850 he 
established the North American, a semi- 
weekly newspaper of Radical proclivities. 
The divisions in the ranks of the Reform 
Party at that time had estranged many 
readers from the GlolJe, and the existence of 
such a paper as the North American was 
much desired by the more advanced wing 
of the Reformers. Mr. McDougall became 
editor-in-chief, and conducted the new ven- 
ture with great energy and vigour. Its 
articles were written with great L'e,'L'e, and 
it was read for the sake of its spiciness by 
many persons who did not approve of its 
politics. In that far-away time personal 
journalism was all the rage, and Mr. Mc- 
Dougall proved that he could hold his own 
in journalistic warfare, even against l\lr. 
Brown and the (}loúe. He was regarded by 
the Reformers as one of their "coming" 
men for Parliament. The political platform 
laid down in 18;JO by this bold innovator, 
the last important plank of which has just 
been adopted by the Attorney-General of 
Ontario in his new Judicature Bill, is not 
only a matter of historical interest, but 
supplies us with a key to the motive forces 
which, thuugh unperceived by some and 
forgotten by others, have more than once 
impelled Mr. l\IcDougall to leave the beaten 
track of party. His chief planks, as we find 
them set down in the North AlIlC1'icWII, 
were :-1. Elective Institutions, which were 
to apply to the Legislative Councilor Upper 
House of that day, as well as to municipal 
and local officers. 2. The abolition of prop- 
erty qualification for Parliamentary repre- 
sentatives. :3. The extension of the elective 
franchise to householders. 4. Vote by ballot. 
.J. Biennial Parliaments. 6. Representation 
based on population. 7. Power to the Cana- 
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dian Parliament to regulate commercial in- 
tercourse with other nations. 8. Law Re- 
form, by the giving of Equity jurisdiction 
to the Courts of Law, and by simplification 
of law proceedings. 9. The application of 
the Clergy Reserves to educational pur- 
poses. 10. The abolition of the Rectories. 
11. The abolition of all laws giving special 
privileges to particular religious denomina- 
tions. 12. .M.oditication of the Usury laws. 
1:3. The abolition of the doctrine of Primo- 
geniture as applied to real estate. 14. A 
decimal currency. 1.). Free navigation of 
the St. Lawrence. \Vhen it is remembered 
that in ll:í50 none of these measures had 
heen achieved except the election of munici- 
pal councillors, and that :\lr. :\lcDougall's 
platform was denouncer] by the Tories as 
revolutionary and republican, and by the 
Globe (then the organ of the existing Bald- 
win-Lafontaine Government) as radical and 
mischievous, we can estimate the courage 
anù energy of the man who advocated such 
root-and-branch reforms. Of this list of 
fifteen important political, financial and 
legal changes, nearly everyone has since 
become the subject of legislation by politi- 
cal leaùers and parties who for years after 
they were first propounded opposed and 
denounced them. In l
.33 he representcd 
Canada at the Universal E
hibition helù 
at 
 ew York in that year. Upon the for- 
mation of the Hincks-1\Iorin Administra- 
tion the N01'tlt Amc1,ican became its mouth- 
piece, but even at that time the editor had 
decided opinions of his own, and did not 
hesitate to proclaim them. He was used 
by the Reformers in two election contests 
a<; a forlorn hope, and though he was de- 
feated in both constituencies-North Went- 
worth and Waterloo-the experience gained 
by him was valuable, as it gave him perfect 
contidl'nce in himself on the political plat- 
form, and cnabled him to feel the public 
pulse. It also made him well known 
throughout the Upper Province, and caused I 
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his name to be very frequently III men's 
mouths. 
The Coalition of 1854, and its conse- 
quences, caused the Reformers to awaken 
to a true sense of their position before the 
country. It was evident that if they were 
ever to achieve any great measure of succes
, 
it was to be achieved by presenting a united 
front to their opponents, instead of wasting 
their energies by internal dissensions. 1I1r. 
McDougall and Mr. Brown accordingly re- 
conciled their differences, anù for some years 
worked together with some approach to 
harmony. The reconciliation was a matter 
of time, and was not fully brought about 
until the year IS.>7, when the puhlication 
of the N m.th A'lIw1'ican was discontinued, 
being merged in the Globe. 1\1r. McDougall 
at the same time joined the editorial staff 
of the last-named journal, with which he 
continued to be identified for about two 
years. His articles aùded not a little to the 
power and popularity of the Globe, for he 
was, and is, one of the mo<;t trenchant 
writers in the country. It will easily be 
understood, however, that two such spirits 
as George Brown anù William McDougall 
would not long remain in amity if brought 
into frequent personal contact. Both gentle- 
men were too self -conscious and fond of 
having their own way for either of them 
to bear dictation from the other. For some 
time, however, all went smoothly between 
th
m, and Mr. 
leDougall, as a public man, 
received the full support of the Globe. He 
entered public life in 18.38, having during 
the previous year been an unsuccessful can- 
didate for the representation of the county 
of Perth, against Mr. T. M. Daly. In the 
autumn of 18.38 he offered himself as a can- 
,liùate for the representation of the North 
Riding of Oxford, against the Hon. (now 
Mr. Justice) Joseph Curran Morrison. He 
was returnell at the head of the poll, and 
continued to sit in the Assembly for that 
very distinctly Reform constituency until 



1.50 


THE HOX WILLIAM :McDOTTGALL, C.B. 


1863. In 1859 he was Secretary to the 
Constitutional Reform Association of Upper 
Canada. He grew steadily in power and 
influence from the time of first taking hi
 
seat, and furnished one of the few instances 
in the Canadian Parliament of a public 
man who could both speak and write re- 
markably well. He had not been two years 
in the Assembly before he was accounted 
one of the most fluent and vigorous debaters 
there. He was at this time a very distinctly 
pronounced party-man, and an aùvocate of 
Representation by Population, but still acted 
with much boldness anù indepenùence. The 
latter qualities were the cause of his sever- 
ance from 
Ir. Brown and the Gluúe in 18GO. 
In Hilary Term, lKG2, he was called to the 
Bar of Upper Canada, but diù not engage 
in practice for some years after that date. 
Upon the formation of the Sandfield Mac- 
donald-Sicotte Administration in )[ay, ISG2, 
Mr. McDougall accepted office therein as 
Commissioner of Crown LantIs. He was 
left undisturbed in his portfolio at the re- 
construction of the Ministry in UHi:3, when 
the f;an(]field \Iacùonald-Dorion Govern- 
ment was formed. He held office until 

Iarch, 1864, when he retired, with his col- 
leagues, owing to an adverse vote in the 
A!oJsembly. He about the same time aban- 
doned as impracticable the scheme of Repre- 
sentation by Population, anò advocated a 
federal union of the Provinces on the plan 
he had proposed at the Reform Conven- 
tion in 1859. He was of course assailed 
by Mr. Brown and the Gloúe for relin- 
quishing Rep. by Pop. At the general 
election of 18ß3 he was returned for North 
Ontario, which he thenceforward repre- 
::;ented until July, 1864. Four months later 
he was returned for the North Riding of 
Lanark, which he represented from that 
date until the Union. During the few 
weeks' tenure of office of the Taché-Macdon- 
aId Administration he remained in Opposi- 
tion. After the defeat of that Governnlent 


in June, 1
64, the Great Coalition was 
formerl which resulted in Confederation. 
:Mr. 
leDougall was one of the two Re- 
. formers whom the Hon. George Brown took 
with him into the Coalition Cabinet. He was 
appointerl Provincial Secretary, which office 
he held till the dissolution of the old Pro- 
vincial Government by the enforcement of 
the Union Act on the 1st of July, II':iß7. On 
that day he was sworn in as a member of 
the Queen's Privy Council for Canada, anù 
appointed Minister of Public \Yorks in the 
Government then formed by the Hon. John 
A. :Macdonald. During the same year he was 
created a Companion of the Bath (Civil). 
He was from first to last an active promoter 
of the scheme of Confederation. He was a 
delegate to the Pnion Conference held at 
Charlottetown, P.E.I., in 18ß4, anll to that 
held later in the samp year at Quebec. In 
18Gú and 'G7 he was present at the Colonial 
Conference held in London, England, when 
the terms of union of the Provinces were 
finally settleù. After his return to Canada 
he heartily advocated the policy of disre- 
garding the oIl I party lines of the past, 
which had been laid down under conditions 
which had long ceasPI] to prevail. He has 
ever Rince advocateù thi!oJ policy, antI cannot 
in strictness be said to have lwlungcd to 
any political party sincc the accomplishment 
of Confederation. 
In 186.; amI 'G6 .Mr. McDougall was Chair- 
man of the CommiRsion appointed to open 
trade relations with the West Inùies, 
Iexi- 
co, and Europe, and at the same time was 
Acting Minister of l\Iarine, with charge of 
the Provincial gun-boats on the lakes. 
Having accepted office, as we have seen, 
in the first l\Iinistry under the new order of 
things, as Minister of Public Works, he was 
returned tu the House of ComlIlons ùy ac- 
clamation at the next general election for 
the 
 orth Riding of Lanark, which he haù 
previously represented in the Assembly. 
Ever since his first entry into public life 
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'II'. )IcDougall had taken much interest in 
all matters relating to the 
 orth- West. 
.. The Xorth- \Vest question," says a Cana- 
ùian writer, "had been for years one of 
his most cherished hobbies: how to break 
up the Hudson's Bay monopoly; how to 
throw these fertile lands open for settle- 
ment; how to acquire them for Canada; 
were with him questions of serious anù fre- 
fluent consideration, and of much discussion 
both in the pre>;s allli on the platform." And 
after the adoption of the Confederation 
policy, in ISla, )lr. 
[cDougall neyer ceased 
to take à lively interest in the project 
for the acquisition of the :N orth- West by 
the Dominion, and the opening up of its 
lalllis for settlement. In the autumn of 
the year I
fiS he accompanied the late 
Sir George E. Cartier to England to confer 
with the Imperial authorities on several 
matters of public interest, including the de- 
fences of the Dominion and the acquisition 
of the X orth- West Territory. The negoti- 
ations, in so far as they related to the latter 
subject, were &uccessful. The arrangement, 
as finally completed, gave general satisfac- 
tion in Canada, and received the unanimous 
approval of Parliament. )h. }IcDougall's 
share in these negotiations, anù his warm 
interest in everything relating- to the 
 orth- 
West, were ùeserving of some public recog- 
nition. It was deemed fitting that he should 
be otfered the responsibility of organizing 
the Government of those territories, and pre- 
paring the way for the progress of immi- 
gration and the establishment of municipal 
and other local institutions within their 
boundaries. On the 
Sth of September, 
] ð(j
, he was appointed Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor of Rupert's Land and the 
orth-West 
Territories, at a salary of :--ï,OOO per annum. 
During the previous SUlllmer Lieutenant- 
Colonel John Stoughton Dennis, the present 
lJeputy :\Iinister of the Interior, had been 
despatchcù to Red Ri '"er to organize a s} stem 
of puhlic survey.". Colonel Dennis had 
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obeyed his instructions, and had not been 
long in the N orth- West ere he had become 
convinceù that a Provisional Government 
would not be established by the Canadian 
authorities at Fort Garry without some 
difficulty. The French half-breeds through- 
out the territory were in a sullen and dis- 
satisfied mood. They complained that they 
l]ad never been consulted as to the transfer 
of the Territory from the Huùson's Bay 
Company, anù they were fearful lest their 
title to their lands should be called in ques- 
tion. Colonel Dennis notified the authori- 
ties at Ottawa of this state of things, but it 
was not supposeù that the hostility was 
serious, and but little importance was at- 
tached to it. )11'. McDougall started for 
Fort Garry, the proposed seat of his Gov- 
ernment, in October, I
G
, and proceeded 
by way of St. Paul, )[innesota, to Pembina, 
whither he arrived on the :30th of that 
month. He was accompanied by his family, 
and by several gentlemen who were to COlll- 
pose part of his Council, including the Hon. 
Albert :N. Richards, the present Lieutenant- 
Governor of British Columbia (who was to 
be Attorney-General), )11'. J. A. N. Prov- 
encher, and Captain Cameron, of" blawsted 
fence" notoriety. Rumours reached them 
all along the route that the dissatisfaction 
felt by the French half-breed population of 
the Red Ri\"er Settlement was daily finding 
louder and louder exprcssion, but it was 
not belie,"eù that there would be anything 
like a serious attempt at armed insurrection. 
Mr. McDougall took with him rifles and a 
stock of ammunition, the mere display of 
which he believed would be sufficient to 
check any little hostilities that might at- 
tempt to show themselves. 
Upon reaching Pembina, however, he 
found that the situation was more serious 
than he had anticipated. A half-breed, who 
had been waiting there for him several days, 
sen"ed him with a formal notice, by the 
terms whereof he was forbidden to enter 
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the Territory. He paid slight respect to 
this notice, and proceeded about two miles 
farther, when he arrived at the Hudson's 
Bay Company's post, situated within the 
Territory. Here he received intelligence 
from Colonel Dennis which afforded food 
for serious deliberation. The Colonel and 
his assistants had been prevented from pro- 
ceeùing with their surveys, a party of about 
twenty half-breeds, headed by the after- 
wards famous Louis Riel, having interfered 
with their operations, and forbidden them 
to proceed any farther. No violence had 
been empluyed, but Riel had stated in 
so many words that the land belonged to 
the French half-breeds, who would not 
allow any survey to be made of it by the 
Canadian Government. Colonel Dennis had 
then laid the matter before Mr. McTavish, 
the Hudson's Bay Company's Governor at 
Fort Garry, who had remonstrated with 
Riel and his adherents to no purpose. A 
largely-attended meeting of the French half- 
breeds had subsequently been held, and it 
had been determined that Mr. McDougall 
should not be permitted to enter the Terri- 
tory. The English-speaking settlers were 
not rebellious, but many of them were un- 
enthusiastic about the matter, and, in fact, 
indifferent. Colonel Dennis's reports were 
very full, and disclosed a state of affairs 
which it was impossible any longer to ignore. 
Mr. McDougall despatched to the Secretary 
of State at Ottawa a full account of the 
situation. Meanwhile, anned parties of 
French half-breeds had assembled at various 
points along the route between Pembina 
and Fort Garry, with the avowed intention 
of opposing Mr. McDougall in the event of 
his endeavouring to make his way to the 
latter place. It was evident to Mr. Mc- 
Dougall that if he were to reach Fort 
Garry he must fight his way thither, and 
this, of course, he was not in a position to do, 
even had he felt so inclined. He accord- 
ingly remained at the Hudson's Bay Com- 


pany's post, and despatched Mr. Provencher 
to Fort Garry with a message to Governor 
McTavish, asking that gentleman to confer 
with the half-breeds, to ascertain the nature 
of their demands, and to assure them of the 
amicable and just intentions of the Canadian 
Government. 
Ir. Provcncher, however, was 
not allowed to proceed to Fort Garry with 
this message. Upon reaching a stream called 
the River Sale, a few miles on the route, he 
found a barricade thrown up, and an array 
of armed half-breeds behind it. He was in- 
formed that neither himself, Mr. McDougall, 
nor any other member of their party would 
be allowed to proceed to Fort Garry, amI he 
was warned not to repeat the attempt to do 
so. 
A day or two afterwards a party of four- 
teen armed horsemen approachecl Mr. Mc- 
Dougall's quarters from the direction of 
Fort Garry, and demanded an interview 
with him, which was at once accorded. They 
then informed him that he must leave the 
North-West Territory before nine o'clock 
on the following morning. Mr. McDougall 
argued the matter for some time, and the 
half-breeds retired, apparently without hav- 
ing come to any fixed conclusion. Early 
on the following morning they appeared at 
the gateway in an excited state, with their 
arms in their hands, and drawn up in a 
half circle. They intimated that if Mr. Mc- 
Dougall and his party did not leave the 
Territory before nine o'clock their lives 
would be in danger. Mr. McDougall, not 
wishing to give the marauders any excuse 
for further outrage, had his horses harnessed, 
and with his party set out for the southern 
side of the boundary-line. They were es- 
corted by the half-breeds, and when they 
reached the post which marks the 4fJth par- 
allel of latitude, one of the band peremp- 
torily informe,II\Ir.l\lcDougall that he must 
not re-cross that boundary. The half-breeds 
then returned northward, and Mr. McDougall 
and his party took up their quarters at a 
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farm-house several miles south of the boun- 
dary-line, where they remained about six 
weeks, awaiting the course of events, and 
hoping to be able to make a peaceable entry 
into the Territory. 
Meanwhile the armed resistance to au- 
thority had attained serious proportions, and 
assumed the form of active rebelliun. A 
"Provisional Government" had been formed, 
with Mr. John Bruce a,> its nominal Presi- 
dent, and Louis Riel as Secretary. The latter 
personage, however, was the head and front 
of the insurrection. By his instructions Fort 
Garry had been captured by the insurgents, 
and the officials there had been t.reated with 
contumely. Governor 
IcTavish's authority 
wa,> set at defiance. A number of loyal 
Canadian residents were taken prisoners 
and placed in Fort Garry. 
ome particular...; 
of these tran..;actioll'> will ùe found in the 
sket.ch of the life of Dr. Schultz, cont.ained 
in the third volume of t.hi-; series. 
On the 1st of December 
[r. McDougall 
issued a proclamation, stating, among vari- 
ous other matters, that he, as Her 
13:iesty's 
representative, would always be ready to 
redress all well-founded grievances, and as- 
suring the inhabitants that aU their civil 
and religious rights and privileges would be 
respectcd. Those who had taken up arms 
were commanded to peaceahly llisperse and 
return to their homes, umler the penalties 
of the law in ca<>e of their disobellience. 
This proclamation was groun,lcd on the 
erroneous belief that the X orth- 'Vest Ter- 
ritory had been transferred from the Im- 
perial Government to Canada. The 1st of 
December was the date which had been 
fixed upon for the tran<;fer, but, owing to 
the state of the country, no peaceful trans- 
fer was possible at that time. The insur- 
gents were aware of this fact, and conse- I 
quently paid no re,>pect to the proclamation. 
1\11'. McDougall also issued a commission to 
Colonel Dennis af! his" Lieutenant and ('on. 
sen-ator of the Peace in and for the :N orth- 
IV - 21 


153 


\Vest Territories," empowering him to raise, 
organize, equip and provision a sufficient 
force to quell the insurrection, and arming 
him with very full authority. Colonel 
Dennis did his best, but "\\as unable to effect 
anything of importance. 1\11'. 
lcDougall, 
having learned that no actual transfer of 
the Territory had taken place, and that his 
commi,>sion as Lieutenant-Governor was a 
nullity, returned to his home in Ontario. 
With the further progress of the Red River 
Rebellion he had no special concern. He 
naturally felt aggrieved at the Government 
of the day for having placed him in a false 
position. 
Soon after hi,> return he was appointed 
-by his old colleague, the Hon. John Sand- 
field 
lacdona1d-Government Trustee of 
the Canada Southern Railway Municipal 
Bonds; and in It:ii1 he was appointed Com- 
missioner for the Province of Ontario for 
the settlement of the 
 orth- \Yestern boun- 
dary. In Il-íï
, upon presenting him..,elf 
for rcëlection to his constituents in North 
Lanark, he was defeated, and for three years 
afterwards he wa<; without a seat in Parlia- 
ment. In ISï3 he was sent o\'er to England 
by the Canaùian Government as Special 
Commis<;ioner to confer with the Imperial 
authorities on the suqject of the Canadian 
Fisheries; and also for the purposc of mak- 
ing arrangements in Scanùinavia and the 
Baltic Provinces on behalf of the Emigra- 
tion Department. After his return he be- 
came a member of the law firm of McDougall 
&; Gordon, of Toronto, and was concerneù 
in sO\'eral important ca"es, the most \Videly- 
known of which was that of Call/plwll vs. 
Go/'don, the unhappy particulars of which 
are still fresh in public memory. This case, 
after having been tried and ùecided both at 
law and in equity, \Va.., argueù by :\[1'. Mc- 
Dougall with marked energy and ability 
before the Senate of the Dominion on be- 
half of :\[rs. Campbell, against the applica- 
tion of her hushand fur a divorce U 1'inculo. 
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Turning the tables, he elaimed a divorce 
a mensa et tlIOTO, and maintenance for the 
wife, in both of which contentions he suc- 
ceeòed. In 1\1ay, 1875, he again entered 
public life as the representative of the South 
Riding of Simcoe in the Local Legislature of 
Ontario. He sat for that constituency as a 
prominent opponent of 1\11'. Mowat'!' Govern- 
lllent until the general Dominion election 
held in September, 1
78, when he resigned 
his seat in order to contest the representa- 
tion of the county of Halton in the Housc 
of Commons. He was opposed in Halton 
by Mr. W. :McCraney, a local candidate. Mr. 
McDougall was clectell by a majority of 
eighteen votes. He has ever since sat in 
the Commons for Halton, and his visit and 
address to his constituents last winter on 
the subject of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Syndicate are still fresh in the public recul- 
lection. Soon after the general election of 
1878 he removed from Toronto-where he 
had theretofore resided alld practised law 
-to Ottawa, which has ever since becn his 
home. He practises his profession there, 
but rather as an adviser in special cases than 
as a general practitioner. 
After a long public career, during which 
he has held high amI responsible positions, 
and, accor(ling to popular notions on the 
suqject, had many opportunities to better 
his fortunes, 1th. McDougall is still a poor 
man. He was offered a permanent office l)y 
the Hincks-Morin Go\
ermnent in 11).i3, as 
appears from the new;;l'apers of the time; 
but as acceptance would have involved his 
retirement from journalism and the aban- 
donment of his platform, he declined. On 
the defeat of the Consen'ative Governmcnt 
in 18fì-!', Sir Etienne P. Taché, being unable 
to reconstruct without a di:;,solution, offered 
Mr. McDougall three seats in the Upper 
Canada section of the Cabinet if lw could 
bring two Liberlils in with him; but as Sir 
Etienne refused to apply the Coalition prin- 
c
ple in Lower Canada, the offer was de- 


elined. Mr. McDougall admitted that thet:,e 
was a deadlock, and that the state of par- 
ties and the conflict hetween the Provinces 
on the suqject of Representation did not 
encourage either side to appeal to the coun- 
try a second time upon the questions at issue 
between them. He further admitted that 
as "Her Majesty's Government must be car- 
ried on," a Coalition was justifiable, but he 
refused to undertake the task unless SOllIe 
of his Liberal confreres in Lower Canada 
could be admitted. Sir Etienne contended 
that his party were strong enough in Lower 
Canada, and that he could not ally himself 
with "Rouges" and "intillels." Mr. Mc- 
Dougall accordingly declined to discuss the 
matter any further. \Vhen the explanations 
were malle in both Houses Mr. McDougall 
was highly eulogized, especially by his 
Lower Canada friellils. If he had accept- 
ed Sir Etienne's overture with the Liberal 
politi<;al programme proposed by the latter, 
there is reason to believe a Governlllent 
strong enough to cOlllmand a working ma- 
jority might have been the result, and the 
Coalition formed a few days later by Mr. 
Brown, with a federal union of the two 
Provinces as the immediate policy, and Con- 
federation of all the Provinces as it
 ulti- 
mate aim, would have been indefinitely 
postponcd. 
While Minister of Public \Yorks, Mr. Mc- 
Dougall disapproved of the selection of the 
North Shore Ruute for the Intercolonial 
Railway, and offered to resign with Sir 
Leonard Tilley on that question. It was 
found that they would have no followers; 
that even the Opposition would not second 
their action; and that the long route, hav- 
ing been made a sine 'lIW non by the Im- 
perial Government, nothing could be accom- 
plished . by resignation. 
It is understood that Mr. McDougall was 
offereù a judgeship by the present Gov- 
ernment last yea!", and that he may, if so 
inclined, accept one of the Lieutenant-Gov- 
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ernorships about to become vacant. We 
have been led to understand, however, that 
he prefers to retain his seat in Parliament 
until the next general election. His men- 
tal rOWeri'; are unimpaired, and his physi- 
cal vigour shows no sign of decay. In 
the event of a reconstruction of parties in 
the Dominion it is not impossihle that he 
may yet playa more or less important 
?'ôlc. 
As a legislator Mr. McDougall is responsi- 
ble for numerous Acts of Parliament, among 
which may be enumerated the Bureau of 
Agriculture and Agricultural Societies Act; 
the Act providing for the disposal of the 
property of Lunatics; the Act respecting 
Corrupt Practices at Elections; the Gram- 
mar School Act of lß66; the Act providing 
for granting Charters of Incorporation to 
Companies; the Public Works Act of IHfi7 , 
and an Act respecting Patents for Inven- 
tions. We find his view'! on local matters 
thus laid ùown in the pages of a contempo- 
rary: "It is his theory and belief that it is 
in the interest of the people at large, in the 


interest of the Provinces, and therefore of 
the Dominion, that our local questiuns, our 
local measures, and our municipal affairs, 
shoulù be considered on their merits, and 
independently of politics." He is the author 
I of" Eig-ht Letters to the Hun. Joseph Howe 
on the Red River Rebellion," and of .. Six 
Letters to the Hon. Oliver Mowat, Attorney- 
General, on the Amendment of the Prm'in- 
cial Constitution," a pamphlet published at 
Toronto in lß72. 
Mr. McDougall has been twice married. 
His first wife, whom he marrieù in 1845, 
while he was a student-at-Iaw, was previ- 
ously Miss Amelia Caroline Easton, a daugh- 
ter of Mr. Joseph Easton, of Millbank, in 
the county of York. This lady, by whom 
he had several children, survi ved her mar- 
riage nearly twenty-four years, and died in 
the month of January, lß(j!J On the 18th 
of November, lR72, he married his second 
wife, 
liss :Mary Adelaide Beatty, a daugh- 
ter of Dr. John Beatty, formerly a Pro- 
fessor in the University of Victoria College, 
Cobourg. 
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' I R. FRÉCHETTE has occupied a seat 
..1..\ in the House of Commons, but his 
highest triumphs have been achieved in lit- 
erature, rather than in political lifc He 
was born at Lpvis,commonly known as Point 
Levi, on the southern shore of the St. Law- 
rence, opposite Quebec, on the IGth of No- 
vember, 18:J0. He received his education 
at the Quebec Seminary, at Ste. Anne's Col- 
lege, and at the College of Nicolet. He sub- 
sequently studied law at Quebec, anù was 
called to the Bar of Lower Canada in IHG4<. 
From his earliest boyhood he manifested a 
passionate fontlness for literature, and used 
to compose original verses bcfore he had 
entered his teens. In this there is perhaps 
nothing remarkable. Most educated boys 
who are gifted with any measure of imagi- 
nation or fancy are wont to liberate their 
souls at a very ten(ler age by the perpetra- 
tion of more or less absurdity in the form 
of versified effusions. Jwlging from tra- 
ditional reports, however, young Fréchette's 
metrical effusion" differed from thosc of 
most other Loys, and in somc instances were 
really meritorious production,>. It is related 
that in his collegiate days, when he was only 
thirteen years old, he was detected hy one 
of the professors \\ ith some rhymes in his 
possession. The professor demantled of the 
boy where he had obtaine(l them, and was 
informel1 Ly the latter that they had been 
composed by himself. They were so re- 
markably good that the statement seemed 
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incredible to the professor, who resolved to 
put the lad's poetic powers to a practical 
test. Master FrécheUe was accordingly 
locked up by himself in a small room. A 
subject was prescribed to him, and he was 
ordered to "drop into poetry" thereon 
without delay. To such an ordeal Shaks- 
peare or Milton would probably have proved 
unequal. Thomas Moore or Robert Southey, 
however, woulù probably have got over the 
matter without difficulty, and so did the 
subject of this sketch, who, as we are in- 
formed, ., dashed off an admirable little 
poem," which is still preserved among the 
archives of the college. 
A fondness for literature, and more especi- 
ally for poetry, has been the guitling im- 
pulse of Mr. Fréchette's life. While prose- 
cuting his legal Rtwlies he lived chiefly by 
his pen, and was a voluminous contributor 
to the newspaper literature of the day. As 
early as It;.'58 he began to contribute short 
lyrical effusions to the Quebec press. For a 
I-\hort timc, in It;Gl, he was one of the editors 
of Le Jowrnctl de Quebec, and in 18G5 he 
founded a newspaper of his own at Point 
Levi, called Le Jonrnctl de Lcvis, of which 
he was for some time sole editor. In It;G2, 
during his student days, he publiRhed, at 
Quebec, a collection of poems under the title 
of Jlcs L(]isÙ's, which received commenda- 
tion from no less an authority than the au- 
thor of "Evangeline." He also published 
several drama'! which have Leen publicly 
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performed on the boards of the theatres of 
the Lower Province. The best known of 
them are Pctpinenu and L'E.cile. 
It will readily be believed that to a young 
man with an ardent imagination and a de- 
cided talent for poetry, the exacting profes- 
sion of the law would not be the most con- 
genial of o('cupations. In 1RGG he removed 
to Chicago, where he succeeded .Mr. Thomas 
Dickens, brother of Charles Dickens, as 
foreign correspondent to the Land Depart- 
ment of the Illinois Central Railruad Com- 
pany. This position he occupied for about 
two years. During his residence in Chicago 
he contributed to the T/'ibune of that city, 
and also to a French newspaper called 
L'Ame1'ique, of which he became editor. He 
also wrote and publish ell Lct Voix d'ltn 
E.eile, which is said to be a decided advance 
on any of his former productions. In 1871 
he returned to Canada, and resumed the 
practice of his profession in his native town. 
He at once began to make his influence felt 
in matters political. In politics he is an 
advanced Reformer, and as such he offered 
himself to the electors of Levis at the gen- 
eral election of 1H71 as their representative 
in the Local Legislature of Quebec. His 
candidature w
s not successful, and his op- 
ponent, Dr. J. G. Blanchet, the present 
Speaker of the Rouse of CumIl1ons, retaim'd 
the seat, which he had occupied ever since 
Confederation. At the general election for 
the Commons held in 1872 Mr. Fréchette 
offered himself to his fellow-townsmen as 
their representative in that Body, but was 


again unsuccessful. At the next general 
election, however, heM in 1874, he again 
offered himself, and was returned at the 
head of the poll. He sat all through the 
following Parliament as a supporter of Mr. 
.Mackenzie's Administration. At the last 
general election, held on the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1878, he offered himself once more 
to the electors of Levis, but was defeated on 
the tariff question by Dr. Blanchet, who now 
sits for that constituency in the House of 
Commons. Soon afterwards Mr. Fréchette 
remo\"ed to Montreal, where he has ever 
since resided, devoting himself entirely to 
literary pursuits. He writes prose with re- 
markable smuothness and facility, though 
his greenest laurels have been won in the 
more congenial field of pm.try. He is a 
ready and graceful speaker, and, not with- 
stan,ling his advanced Liberalism, he enjuys 
a wide popularity among persons of all 
sha(les of political opinion. 
In August, IH80, the news arrived in 
Canada that J\lr. Fréchette had won the 
P/.i.r Jlunfynn, the most important and the 
most envied reward offered annually by the 
French Academy to the best literary pro- 
duction of the year. The book thus crowned 
by L'Institut cle Fl'Unce is entitled" Les 
Fleurs Boreales" and "Les Oiseaux de 
N eige," and contains a selection of poems 
the greater part of which had already been 
published in another volume called "Pêle- 
J\Iêlc," in 1
77. "Les Fleurs Boreales" has 
since been reprinted in Paris, and is just 
now obtaining a large sale. 
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S IR EDÅIUND HEAD was descended 
from the same stock as Sir Francis 
Bond Head, whose life is familiar to readers 
of these pages. The family is of antiquity 
in Kent, and derives its surname from the 
Kentish fort which is now called Hythe, 
but which was formerly known as Le Rede. 
A baronetcy wa,> conferred on Sir Richard 
Head, the chief representative, in the year 
IG7G. Sir Richard was a rt'sident of 
Rochester, and represented that city in 
Parliament for some time during King 
Charles n.'s reign. The family annals tell 
how, during King James II.'s sojourn at 
Rochester, just prior to his flight to France, 
that wretched monarch was entertained by 
the abovpnamed Sir Richard Head, who 
then received from His 
I3jesty a keepsake 
in the form of a valuaLle emerald ring. Sir 
Richard was the direct ancestor of the sub- 
ject of this sketch. Sir Francis was de- 
sccnded from the fourth baronet. 
Sir Edmund wa,> born at the Hermitage, 
near Rochester, Kent, in 180.'>. He was the 
only son of the Rev. Sir John Head, M.A., 
seventh baronet, Perpetual Curate of Eger- 
ton, in Kent, and Rector of Rayleigh, in 
the county of Essex. His mothpr was Jane, 
only child and heiress of Thomas Walker, 
of London. He received his education at 
Oriel College, Oxford, where he obtained a 
first-class in cla<>sic'! in IH27. He suhse- 
quently became a Fellow of )Ierton Collegc 
at the same University. He graduated as 
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M.A. in 1830, and in 1834 was appointed 
University Examiner. His entire Univer- 
sity career was marked by a very unusual 
degree of ,liligence, and by great cla<;sical 
attainments. We have had wiser and great- 
er Governors in Canada than Sir Edmund 
Head, but we have had none who could pre- 
tend to anything like equal learning. His 
researches, though chiefly directed to clas- 
sical studies, were by no mcans confined to 
them. He devotee! some time to the study 
of politics as a science, and took a special 
interest in all matters relating to the colo- 
nies. Whether this interest, which was un- 
(loubtedly well known to many members of 
Parliament, had anything to do with the 
ludicrous mistake (if such it was) referred 
to in the life of Sir Francis Bond Head, is a 
question which the present writer cannot 
undertake to answer. 
Owing to pecuniary losses sustained by 
his family, he officiated for severa! years as a 
tutor at Oxford, and at the same time con- 
tributed to the periodical press of London. 
A remarkably clever article of his in the 
Forcign Quco.tcl'ly .Review attracted the at- 
tention of the Marquis of Lansdowne, who 
was a liheral patron of literary merit. The 
.Marquis, in the course of an interview with 
him, advised him to turn his attention to 
ecclesiastical law. The advice amounted to 
a tacit promise of patronage, and he at once 
acted upon it by resigning his tutorship and 
cntering upon the pres<;ribed course of 
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stwly. He had not long to wait for patron- 
age. Scarcely had he begun to read eccle- 
siasticallaw when he was appointed to an 
_\.ssistant Poor-Law Commissionership, at a 
salary of .fl,OOO per annum. Like his kins- 
man, Francis, he possessed a decided faculty 
for Poor-Law administration. He acquitted 
himself so satisfactorily that he prelong re- 
ceived an appointment It'> a Chief Commis- 
sioner at a salary of .f2,OOO. 
He had meanwhile succeeded to the 
family title as eighth baronet, upon the 
death of his father, on the 4th of January, 
11)38. On the 27th of November following 
he married Anna 
Iaria, daughter of the 
Rev. Philip Yorke, Prebendary of Ely, and 
granddaughter of the Hon. and Right Rev. 
James Yorke, D.D., Lord Bishop of Ely, 
and fifth son of the eminent Lord Chancel- 
lor, Philip Yorke, first Earl of Hardwicke. 
In October, 1847, he was appointed Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of New Brunswick, a posi- 
tion which he hela from the time of enter- 
ing on the duties of his office in the follow- 
ing year until September, 18.H, when he was 
promoted to be Governor-General of British 

 orth America, as successor to Lord Elgin. 
He succeeded to the Government of Canada 
at an important time, and administered it 
through an eventful period. He was a 
man of considerable self-will, not dispused 
to act as a mere figure-head to the land over 
the destinies whereof he had Leen placed. 
\\'hen the Brown-Dorion Government carne 
into power, in 18:)8, he refused to grant 
them a dissolution, on the ground that as 
a general election had taken place but a few 
months before he would not be justified in 
throwing the country so soon after into the 
turmoil of another contest. For having 
taken this stand he was fiercely denounced 


in the Reform newspapers of the day, but 
he had the satisfaction of seeing his course 
approved in England by the subsequent re- 
newal of his term of office. He was a pains- 
taking man, very often giving more atten- 
tion to the details of departmental work 
than some of his ministers thought was 
quite the thing for the representative of 
the Sovereign. He never put his signature 
to a public document without reading it 
through, awl finding out all the particulars 
relating to it. Quiet and unubtrusive, he 
was not well adapted for the rough-aml- 
tumble of political life, his natural leanings 
being rather in the direction of quiet liter- 
ary pursuits. In this line his name is not 
unknown. He obtained considerable repu- 
tation Ly his work on "The Handbook of 
Spanish Painters," and he was the author 
of a small book, better known in Canada, 
entitled" Two Chapters on Shall and Will." 
He continued to a(lminister the Govern- 
ment in this country until October, 18G1, 
when he returned to England, where he 
was soon afterwards appointed a Civil Ser- 
vice Commissioner. He was also elected 
Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company, 
a position which he thenceforth occupied 
for the remainder of his life. He received 
the honorary degree of D.GL. from the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, and that of LL.D. froUl 
the University of Cambridge. He died at 
his town hous'3, 29 Eaton Square, London, on 
the 2Sth of January, 18GB. Upon his death 
the baronetcy became extinct, his only son, 
John, having unfortunately been drowned 
on the 2.5th of September, 18.39, while Lath- 
ing near the falls of 
hawanegan, on the 
St .Maurice River, a few miles north of the 
town of Three Rivers. At the time of his 
death he was in his twentieth year. 
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' 1 R. POPE is the second son of the Hon. 
1\ Joseph Pope, of Charlottetown, Prince 
Edward Island, and is descenùed, on the pa- 
ternal side, from a Huguenot family which 
fled frum France in consequence of the re- 
vocation of the Eùict of N antes, in the year 
IG85. The family took refuge in England, 
and settled in the county of Cornwall, 
whence in due time their descendants found 
their way to this side of the Atlantic. The 
present Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
was born at the village of Bedeque, or Cen- 
treville, in Prince County, Prince Edward 
Island, on the 11th of June, 182G. He re- 
ceived his primary training at home, and 
subsequently went to England, where his 
education was completed. Upon his return 
to his native land he embarked in mer- 
cantile business. He entered public life in 
18.J7, when, at a partial election, he was re- 
turned to the Prince Edward Island Assem- 
bly for Prince County. At the general elec- 
tions of 1838 and 185!J he was successively 
returned for the same constituency, which 
he thenceforward continued to represent for 
some years. He was Premier of Prince Ed- 
ward Island from 1863 to 18G7, when he re- 
tired frum politics, retaining by permission 
of Her Majesty the rank and precedence of 
an Executive Councillor. He was a strong 
opponent of the scheme of Confederation 
as applied to his native Pruvince, amI during 
the session of 186G moved and carried a 
resolution in the Assembly to the effect that 


"this HOlL<;e Ilcems it to be its sacred and 
imperative duty to declare and recoI'I] it"! 
cOllviction, as it now does, that any Federal 
Union of the Nurth American Colonies that 
woulll embrace this island would be as hos- 
tile to the feelings and wishes, as it would be 
opposed to the best and most vital interests 
of its peuple." This resolution was adopted 
by a vote of twenty-one to seven, and an 
a(]dress founded upon it was adopted and for- 
wanled to England to Her Majesty. Later 
on in the same year Mr. Pupe personally 
visited England, where the negotiations for 
Confederation were then in progress. In 
18GS, in consequence of his views on the 
School question, which temporarily alienated 
many of his friends, he was an unsuccessful 
candiùate for the representation of Prince 
County in the Assembly. Two years later 
he was returned to the Assembly, and again 
became Premier. In 1871 he caITied a bill 
for the construction of the Prince Edward 
Island Railway; and in April, 1872, on an 
appeal being made to the country, the Gov- 
ernment was defeated. He was again re- 
turned to the Assembly at the general elec- 
tion of 1873, and became again Premier, 
when-more favourable terms having bef'll 
secured for his Province-he succeeded in 
canying the resolutions under which Prince 
Edward Island entered the Dominion. In 
1873 he resigned his seat in the House of 
Assembly, and was elected a member of the 
House of Commons for Prince County. At 
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the general election which followed the re- 
tirement from office of Sir John A. Mac- 
donald's Government in that year he diò not 
&eek reëlection. In 1875 he was elected 
by acclamation to represent Prince County 
in the House of Assembly. 
ext year, in 
consequence of his views on the School 
question, he was an unsuccessful candidate 
for Charlottetown. Towards the close of the 
same year the Hon. David Laird, who repre- 
sented Queen's County in the House of Com- 
mons, was appointed Lieutenant-Governor 
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of the X orth- West Territories, and thus left 
his constituency without a representative 
at Ottawa. .\Ir. Pope accordingly offered 
himself, and was returnf'd by a majority 
of 88. At the last general election, in Sep- 
tember, 1878, his majority was increased to 
S8:3 votes. Upon the formation of the Gov- 
ernment in the following October he took 
office in it as )Iini"ter of :Marine and Fish- 
eries, and still retains that portfolio. In 
IS:):! he married )liss Pethick, a daughter 
of .Mr. Thomas Pethick, of Charlottetown. 
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C HARLES STA
LEY, fourth Viscount 
.Monck, who was GO\Ternor-General of 
Canada when the scheme of Confederation 
was carried into effect, was born at Temple- 
morc, in the county of Tipperary, Ireland, 
on the lOth of October, UHÐ. Persons who 
are enthusiastic about matters genpalogical 
trace his descent back to William Le Moyne, 
a Korman gcntleman who accompanicd 
William the Conqueror on that famous ex- 
pedition of his in the autumn of the year 
lOGG, and who after the Conquest was in- 
vested with the Lordship of thc Manor of 
Potheridge, in the county of Dc\"on. It is 
sufficient for the purposes of thc prcscnt 
sketch to say that thc peerage dates from 
thc year 17Ð7, when Charles Stanley l\Ionck, 
the head of the family for the time being, 
was crcated Baron Monck of Ballytrammon, 
Wexford, in the Peerage of Ireland. Three 
years later hc was created a viscount (Irish). 
The subject of this sketch is the fourth 
viscount, and is the eldest son of Charles 
Joseph Kelly, third Viscount Monck, who 
died on the 20th of April, 184Ð. His mother 
was Bridget, youngest daughter of John 
Willington, of KilIoskchane, in the county 
of Tipperary, Ireland. He received his edu- 
cation at Trinity College, Dublin. After 
leaving college he studied law, and was 
called to the Irish Bar at the King's Inns 
in 1841. In the month of May, 11'\48, he 
was an unsuccessful candidate for the repre- 
sentation of the county of Wicklow in the 


House of Commons. He succeeded to the 
family title and estates upon the death of 
his father on the date previously indicated. 
In February, 1851, he was appointed a Com- 
missioner of charitable donations and be- 
quests in Ireland. He first obtained a seat 
in Parliament in July, 1852, as member for 
Portsmouth, which he thenceforth repre- 
sented in the House of Commons until the 
general elections of !f).57, when he was de- 
feated. While in Parliament he occupied 
one or two minor posts of emolument. Upon 
the formation of Lord Palmerston's A(lmin- 
istration, after the resignation of Lord Aber- 
deen's Cabinet in February, 1855, he was ap- 
pointed a Lord of the Treasury, and retained 
the appointment until he lost his seat, as 
above mentioned, in 18.)7. He then unsuc- 
cessfully contested the representation of 
Dudley, in \V orcestershire. From the time of 
this latter defeat he did not come conspicu- 
ously he fore the public until October, 18m, 
when he was appointed Governor-General of 
Canada, as successor to Sir Eùmund Walker 
Head. He retained that office until the 
Union of the Provinces, when he was ap- 
pointed Governor-General of the Dominion. 
He administered thc Government in this 
country during a very troubled period. Al- 
most immediately after his succession to the 
administration the" Trent" affair occurred, 
and for a time it seemed not improbable 
that there would be war between Great 
Britain and tho United States, in which 
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case, of course, Canada would have been 
the fighting-ground, and the consequenccs, 
both moral and material, would have been 
momentous to Canada. The threatened 
danger passed by, but the difficulty of carry- 
ing on the Government became greatcr and 
greater every year, owing to thc nearly 
cven balance of parties, and the impossibil- 
ity of any administration being able to com- 
mand a safe majority in Parliament. One 
Government succeedell another, only to be 
dispossessell of the reins of power in it
 
turn, nntil matters arri vcd at a dead-lock. 
How these manifold difficulties were finally 
surmounted by the scheme of Confederation 
has alrca(ly becn told elsewhere. The St. 
Alban's raid and the Fenian invasions and 
trials were also disquieting episodes in Lord 
Monck's administration of affairs in this 
country. Of that administration as a whole 
it may be said to have been marked by 
much good sense and right feeling, and by 


an honest desire to carry out the wishes of 
the people. 
Lord Monck was retained in office until 
the new order of things hall bcen brought 
fully into operation. He sailed from Quebec 
for Englaml on the 14th of November, 18GB, 
and was succeeded by Sir John Young, 
aftcrwards creatcd Lord Lisgar. His subse- 
quent career has not been in any respect 
remarkable. 
During his residence in Canada (in 18GG) 
he was createll a peer of the United King- 
dom, by the title of Baron Monck of Bally- 
kammon, in the county of 'V cxford. In 
18i4 he was appointed Lord-Lieutenant 
and Custos Rotulorum of the county o(Dub- 
lin. He is also a Deputy-Lieutenant of the 
county of Wicklow. 
On the 22nd of July, IH-t.-t., he married 
his cousin, Lady Elizabeth Louise 
Iary 
Monck, daughter of the first Earl of Rath- 
downe, by whom he has several children. 
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" I R. O'CON
OR, it is almost superfluous 
1.\ to say, is of Irish descent. His par- 
ents, both of whom were named O'Connor, 
were representatives of two distinct branches 
of that family, and emigrated from the 
county of Kerry to Boston, .Massachusetts, 
in the year 182:3. The subject of this sketch 
was born at Boston in the month of Janu- 
ary following. When he was four years old 
his parents removed to Upper Canada, and 
settled in the township of .Maidstone, in the 
county of Essex, where the future Secretary 
of State grew up to manhood. After his 
school days were over he studied law in 
Windsor. In Trinity Term, 1852, he was 
admitted as an attorney, and in Hilary 
Term, 1854, he was called to the Bar. He 
settled down to practice in Windsor, and 
was successful, not only in gaining a profit. 
able business, but in acquiring a good deal 
of local influence, political and otherwise. 
He was for a considerable period Reeve of 
the town of Windsor. He was also Warden 
of Essex County for three years, being twice 
elected by a unanimous vote of the County 
Council; and for twel ve years he performed 
the duties of Chairman of the Board of Edu- 
cation of \Vindsor. He has also been ad- 
mitted to practise as a member of the Bar 
of the State of 
lichigan. In politics he is a 
Conservati ve, and in religion he is a Roman 
Catholic. He was an unsuccessful candidate 
for the representation of the county of Essex 
in the Canaùian A';SemLly in 18Gl, but suc- 


ceeded in 18G3 in unseating the then sitting 
member, 
Ir. Arthur Rankin, and in obtain- 
ing a new election. He was then returned, 
anù sat until the dissolution of Parliament 
in )Iay of that year. He again contested 
the same seat in 18G3, when a special re- 
turn was made to the House by the Return- 
ing Officer. Both candidates petitioned to 
be declared seated. The petition of Mr. 
O'Connor's opponent, .Mr. Rankin, was 
granted, and Mr. O'Connor was thus once 
more left without a seat in Parliament. At 
the first general election after Confederation 
he was returned to the House of Commons 
for the county of Essex, and the same good 
fortune attended him in 1872. On the 2nd 
of July in the year last named he wa" sworn 
of the Privy Council. and thenceforward 
was President of that Body until the 4th of 
.March, 1873, when he became Minister of 
Inland Revenue. On the Lst of July fol- 
lowing he was transferred to the position of 
Postmaster-General, which office he retained 
until the fall of the .Ministry in the follow- 
ing November. At the general election of 
1874 Mr. O'Connor again presented himself 
to his constituents in the county of Essex 
for reëlection. He was opposed by .Mr. Wil- 
liam McGregor, who was elected by a large 
I majority over the ex-Postmaster-General. 
During the next four years the country 
I had not the advantage of being served by 
I Mr. O'Connor. At the general election of 
the 17th of September, 1878, he was re- 
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turned for the county of RusseU, and upon 
the formation of Sir John Macdonald's Gov- 
ernment in October Mr. O'Connor took office 
in it as President of the Council. He re- 
tained that office until January, 1880, when 
he became Postmaster-General. In the 
shifting of portfolios which took place just 
prior to the last session of Parliament he 
became Secretary of State, which portfolio 
he holds at the time of this present writing. 
He is regarded as a representative Roman 
Catholic, and has a considerable following 
among his co-religionists of his own nation- 


ality. He is not particularly effective as 
a speaker, ùut can make a clear and lucid 
matter-of-fact statement, and is quite equal 
to the not very exacting duties of his de- 
partment. 
He was created a Q.C. upon accepting 
office in 1872. He is the author of a series 
of letters addressed to the Governor-General 
of Canada on the subject of Fenianism, pub- 
lished in 1870. 
In April, 184Ð, he married 
Iiss Mary 
Barrett, eldest daughter of Mr. Richard Bar- 
rett, formerly of Killarney, Ireland. 
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L ORD CATHCART cannot be said to 
have stamped his name very distinctly 
upon Canadian history during his adminis- 
tration of affairs in this country, but in pur- 
suance of our plan to include in the present 
work sketches of the lives of all Governors- 
General since the Union of 1841, it has been 
thought desirable to present a brief outline 
of his career. He sprang from a Scottish 
family of great antiquity. Reinaldus de 
Kethcart appears as a subscribing witness 
to a grant by Alan, the son of Walter Dapi- 
fer Regis, of the patronage of the church of 
Kethcart to the monastery of Paisley, in 
the year 1178. The family was ennobled 
in 1447, when Sir Allan Cathcart, the chief 
representative at that date, was created 
Baron Cathcart in the peerage of Scotland 
by James II. His descendants have ever 
since been more or less conspicuous in his- 
tory. One of them fell" on Flodden's fatal 
field," in 1513. Another was slain at the 
battle of Pinkie, in 1547. The eighth Baron 
fought and distinguished himself at the 
battle of Sheriff muir, in 17l.'). His succes- 
sor was an ambassador to the Court of Rus- 
sia. In 1807 William Schaw, tenth Baron 
Cathcart, who was the father of the subject 
of this sketch, was appointed commander-in- 
chief of the expedition to Copenhagen, and 
on his return, received a British peerage, as 
Viscount Cathcart and Baron Greenock. He 
was advanced on the 1Gth of July, 1814, to 
the dignity of Earl Cathcart. On the 10th 


of April, 1779, he married Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of Andrew Elliot, Governor of New 
York, and uncle of the first Earl of .Minto. 
By this lady he had three sons, the eldest 
of whom died in his father's lifetime, where- 
by the subject of this sketch-who was the 
second son-became heir-apparent to the 
title, to which he eventually succeeded. 
Charles Murray Cathcart was born on the 
21st of December, 1783, at Walthams, in 
the county of Essex, England. He received 
his education at Eton, and early adopted 
the family profession of arms. He became 
an Ensign in the 40th Regiment in 1799, 
and formed one of the expedition to North 
Holland in that year. He displayed sol- 
dierly qualities during the campaign, and 
was slightly wounded. After the return of 
his regiment to England he spent several 
years at the military college at High Wy- 
combe, Buckinghamshire. In 1803 he again 
entered upon active service, and it is no ex- 
aggeration to say that from this time for- 
ward his life forms a brilliant chapter in 
the military history of England. There is 
no need to follow him through his number- 
less campaigns. It was a fighting age, and 
the future Lord Cathcart proved himself to 
be fully in sympathy with it. He fought 
under his father at the siege of Copenhagen. 
Later, he saw service all through the Penin- 
sular \Var. He had a horse shot under him 
at the battle of Barossa, and was honour- 
ably mentioned in the official despatches. 
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He also took part in the battles of Sala- 
manca and Vittoria, by which time he had 
risen to the rank of a Colonel. In 181!) he 
fought at \Yaterloo, when he had three 
horses shot under him. \Vhen Lord Angle- 
sey received the wound in his knee which 
rendered necessary the amputation of his 
leg, the subject of this sketch was by his 
side, and received him in his arms as Ire 
was about to fall. He also bore his Lord- 
ship from the field, and was present at the 
amputation of his limb. For several years 
afterwarùs he was with the army of occu- 
pation in France. He received many foreign 
honours and decorations, and was made a 
Companion of the Bath. During his service 
in France, on the 30th of September, 1818, 
he married Miss Henrietta Mather, second 
daughter of Thomas Mather. The marriage 
was subsequently solemnized in England on 
the 12th of Febmary, 1
19. 
During the next quarter of a century he 
was constantly alternating between staff 
duty and diligent study. He was very fond 
of military and scientific studies, and was 
regarded by his friends a') a man of much 
learning. He succeeded to the title as sec- 
owl Earl and eleventh Baron upon the 
death of his father, on the IGth of June, 
IH4:l. In 184.; he wa') appointed Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Forces in British 
North America, as successor to General Sir 
Richard D. Jackson. He introduced many 
important reforms among the troops in this 
country. Upon the departure of the Gov- 


ernor-General, Sir Charles Metcalfe, for 
England, in November, 184.;, the Admin- 
istration of the Governme
t devolved upon 
Lord Cathcart, and was conducted by him 
as Administrator until March of the fol- 
lowing year, when he was appointed Gov- 
ernor-General. The relations between Great 
Britain and the United States were not 
very cordial at that period, and it was 
very properly thought that a gentleman of 
Lord Cathcart's military knowledge and ex- 
perience \Va.'S required at the head of Cana- 
dian affairs. He showed a wise and dis- 
creet judgment in keeping aloof from the 
disputes of the rival political parties of that 
period. He confined his functions to ad- 
ministering the Government and directing 
the arrangement of the military forces. At 
the end of January, U147, he resigned both 
his positions, and was succeeded by Lord 
Elgin. 
Upon his return to his home in Scotland 
he was appointed to the command of the 
northern and midland district of England, 
which position he retained about six years. 
He also sat as a Commissioner on several 
important military committees, and was, as 
became his rank, an honoured and influen- 
tial member of society. He died at St. 
Leonards-on-Sea, in the county of Sussex, 
on the IGth of July, 1859. He was suc- 
ceeded by his son Alan Frederick Cathcart, 
the present representative. His widow sur- 
vived him about thirteen years, and died in 
1872. 
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l\ I R. CARON is the eldest surviving son 
H of the late Hon. René Edouard Caron, 
J uùge of the Superior Court of Quebec, and 
afterwards Lieutenant-Governor of that 
Province, a sketch of whose life appeared 
in the first volume of this series. He is a 
lineal descendant of Robert Caron, who 
came from France with Samuel de Cham- 
plain, the first Governor of Canada. Robert 
Caron married Marie Crevet, at Quebec, in 
or about the year 16:37, and lived there un- 
til his death in 1656. His widow married 
Noël Langlois, one of Sir George Etienne 
Cartier';; ancestors. The Caron family is 
now represented in the district in and around 
Quebec by several hundred people bearing 
about fifty different names. 
The present l\linisterof Militia was reared 
in a political atmosphere, for very few fami- 
lies in Canada have been so continually en- 
gaged in public life as his. For nearly half 
a century the house occupied by the late 
Lieutenant- Governor of Quebec was the 
rendezvous of the Conservative Party of the 
Lower Province. The present Minister of 
Militia has been known to the leaders of 
that Party ever since his youth, and his con- 
ciliating manners and practical good sense 
have long since won appreciation. He to- 
day represents what is termed the political 
tradition of that old National Party, which 
kept cool when 1\11'. Papineau set on foot 
his too advanced movement. 
Mr. Caron was born at Quebec in the year 


1843, anfl received his education at the 
Quebec Seminary, at Laval University, and 
finally at McGill University, where he grad- 
uated as a B.C.L. in UW."5. During the same 
year he was called to the Bar of Lower Can- 
ada, having studied in the office of 1\11'. L. G. 
Baillairgé, and subsequently in that of tl}e 
I Hon.(now Sir)John Rose. He began practice 
at Quebec, amI has ever since resided there. 
He ha,> been more than fairly successful in 
his profession, and is now a member of the 
well-known law firm of 1\1essrs. Andrews, 
Caron &, Andrews. On the 2:ith of .J une, 
1867, he married Miss Alice Baby, only 
daughter of the late Hon. François Baby, 
who for some years represented the Stada- 
cona Division in the Legislative Council of 
Canada. 
As may be inferred from his holJing 
office in the present Administration, 1\11'. 
Caron is in politics a Conservative. At the 
general election of 1872 he unsuccessfully 
contested the representation of the county of 
Bellechasse in the House of Commons. In 
March of the following year he was return- 
ed to the Common,> for the county of Que-. 
bec, which constituency he has ever since 
represented there, having been returned at 
both the general elections which have since 
taken place. At the last general election, 
on the 17th of September, 1878, he was op- 
posed by the Hon. Isidore Thibaudeau, of 
Quebec, but was returned by a majority of 
more than 600. On the 19th of May, 1879, 
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than one important movement. He has 
assisted materially in the setting up of the 
volunteer system in Quebec, and he is 
,till remembered in the rank and file by 
many who are now proud of seeing him at 
the head of the mjlitia of the Dominion. 
It is stated that when he went before the 
electors of the county of Quebec, in 18ï3, 
one of the electors requesteà him to with- 
draw from the position of a candidate, "con- 
sidering that this county only elect Minis- 
ters of the Crown." "I am the very man 
you want, then," happily ans" ered Mr. 
Caron, "for I intend to be your representa- 
ti ve, and also a Minister of the Crown very 
" 
soon. 
He was a Director of the Stadacona Bank 
of Quebec, and also of the Anticosti Com- 

 pany. He has held (in 1
(j7) the position 
of Vice-President of the Literary and His- 
I torical Society of Quebec. 


he was created a Queen's Counsel, and upon 
the readjustment of portfolio
 which took 
place in the month of 
ovember last he 
entered the present Government in the ca- 
pacity of Minister of Militia. His political 
platform announces that he will not "vote 
blindly with any particular clique, but will 
give a loyal support to all measures which 
he shall consider good, and likely to con- 
solidate the Confederation, to develop the 
resources of our country, and to protect 
our institutions." Personally 
Ir. Caron is 
highly popular with the members, and is a 
man of. many friends. His tenure of office 
has been too brief at the time of the present 
writing to enable the public to pronounce 
any decided opinion upon it. He has never 
missed any opportunity of contributing by 
his activity and influence towards the wel- 
fare of his fellow-citizens. While yet a 
young man he identified himself with more 
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l I R. ALLAN was born at Little York, 

, the Provincial capital of Upper Can- 
ada, on the 9th of January, 1822, more than 
twelve years before it developed into the 
city of Toronto. His father, the late Hon. 
William Allan, was a well-known resident 
of Little York, of which he was one of 
the pioneer settlers. He took up his abode 
there during Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe's 
tenure of office, and continued to reside 
there until his death in 1853. He was a man 
of energy and public spirit. He had en- 
joyed fair educational advantages, of which 
he had duly availed himself. Persons com- 
bining such qualifications were much more 
rare in Upper Canada in those days than 
they are now, and Mr. Allan was called 
upon to fill many important offices simul- 
taneously. He was the first Postmaster of 
York, and the first Custom House Collector 
of the Port. He served as a Lieutenant- 
Colonel in the militia during the War of 
1812-'15, and the subject of this sketch 
still has in his possession the flags of his 
father's old regiment. In later times Mr. 
Allan was the first President of the Bank of 
Upper Canada. He filled other less impor- 
tant positions without number. He was for 
many years a member of the Legislative 
Council of Upper Canada, and during the 
, Administration of Francis Bond Head and 
Sir George Arthur he occupied a seat in the 
Executive Council of the Province. His 
wife, the mother of the subject of this sketch, 


was Leah Tyrer, fourth daughter of the late 
Dr. John Gamble, a U. E. Loyalist. and a 
surgeon in the Queen's Rangers, a corps 
raised in Upper Canada after Lieutenant- 
Governor Simcoe's alTival in the Province, 
and named in honour of the veteran corps 
formerly commanded by him during the 
Revolutionary "Tar. 
When George William Allan was eight 
years old Upper Canada College was opened, 
and it was there that he received his edu- 
cation. During the rebellion, at which 
period he was in his sixteenth year, he joined 
the Bank corps, as it was called, and served 
in it for about eighteen months, after which 
he returm:d to college. He was fortunately 
born to a position which rendered him pecu- 
niarily independent of the world, but after 
completing his education he resolved to 
acquire a profession. He fixed upon that 
of the law, and studied in the office of his 
uncle, 
Ir. Clarke Gamble, Barrister, of To- 
ronto. He was callOlI to the Bar of Upper 
Canada in Hilary Term, IS.H5, and almost 
immediately afterwards entered into part- 
nership with Mr. James Lukin Robinson, 
the eldest son of the late Sir John Beverley 
Robinson, and the inheritor of the baronetcy. 
The partnership lasted somewhat more than 
three years, during which period Mr. Allan 
emulated his father's example by taking an 
active interest in public affairs. He was 
elected AI Jerman for St. Davill's Ward, and 
served in that capacity for a term, after 
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which he went abroad, an,1 remained away 
'Several years. During his absence he en- 
gaged in what in those times was consid- 
ered a very exten<;ive tour, embracing not 
only every country in Europe except Rus- 
sia, but extending to Egypt, up the Nile, amI 
into the then little known recesses of Syria. 
He is believed to have been the first Cana- 
dian who ever stood upon the summit of 
the Great Pyramitl. During his journey- 
inO's throuO'h the East he had some exciting 
'" '" 
experiences, and it is to be regretted that he 
has never seen fit to publish any account of 
hi<; wanderings into a region which was then 
not much better known to Europeans than 
Equatorial Africa is at the present day. 
His father's death, which occurred in 
1853, soon after Mr. Allan's return to Can- 
ada from a second visit to the East, entailed 
upon him the necessity of taking charge of 
a large estate, and thus left him neither time 
nor inclination for resuming the practice of 
his profession. He has ever since been one 
of Toronto's mo
t prominent citizens. In 
January, 1855, he was eJected )Iayor of the 
city, and servetl in that capacity through- 
out the year. In 1858 he presented him- 
self as a candidate for the representation of 
York Division in the Legislative Council of 
Canada. He was elected by an overwhelm- 
ing majority, and sat in the Council from 
that time until Uonfederation. In 
[ay, 
18ü7, he was called to the Senate of the 
Dominion, and has ever since taken his 
"hare in the deliberations of that Body. 
Some yeltrs prior to Confederation he was 
elected Chairman of the PrÍ\'ate Bill Com- 
mittee of the Legi<;lative Council; amI on 
the first meeting of the Dominion Parlia- 
ment in l
G7 he was elected to a similar 
position in the Senate. In politics he is a 
Conservative, and a supporter of the present 
Government. 
Mr. Allan hold" many (lignified antl in- 
fluential offices. Since 18ü.j he has been 
Chief Commissioner of the Canatla Com- 


pany. He is also Chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of Trinity College, Toronto, from 
which in<;titution he received his degree of 
D.C.L. He is President of the Western 
Canatla Loan and Savings Company; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the Regimental Dh ision 
of East Toronto; and an honorary member 
of the" Queen's Own JJ Rifles. He is also 
President of the Upper Canada Bible So- 
c;ety; a Fellow of the Royal Geographical 
Society, and of the Zoölogical Society. He 
is, and has been for twenty-five years, 
President of the Horticultural Society of 
Toronto, and it is to his gift, in 18.57, of five 
acres of valuable land, that the present spa- 
cious and attractive gardens of the Society 
owe their origin. He is known as a liberal 
and discriminating patron of art, amI did 
much to advance the fortunes and repu- 
tation of the late Mr. Paul Kane. He pur- 
chased, and is now the owner of a fine col- 
lection of )Ir. Kane's paintings, embracing 
more than a hundred views illustrative of 
In,lian life and cu<;toms, and of the wild 
and picturesque scenery of the :N orth- \Vest, 
from Lake Huron to Vancouver's Island. 
The collection is perfectly unique, as illus- 
trating the features, manners and customs 
of a race which is rapidly passing away, 
and an aspect of the country which will not 
much longer meet the eyes of even the pres- 
ent generation. He has also been a promi- 
nent member of the Canadian Institute, 
Toronto, and has several times occupied the 
position of President. He h8.'3 contributed 
to the Canadian JOltl'nal, published under 
the auspices of the Institute. 
In IS4G Mr. Allan married Miss Louisa 
)[aud Robinson, third daughter of the late 
-;ir John Beverley Robinson, Bart., C.B. 
This lady (lied at Rome in 18.;2. On the 
27th of )[ay, ISã7 he married his sec- 
ond wife, who was )Iiss Adelaitlc Harriett 
Schreiber, third daughter of the Rev. T. 
Schreiber, formerly of Bradwell Lodge, in 
the county of Essex, England. 
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D R. SUTHERLAND was born in the 
township of Guelph, in the county of 
Wellington, Upper Canada, on the 17th of 
September, 1833. His parents, who emi- 
grated from Scotland to Upper Canada in 
1832, were farmers, and he was brought 
up amid the prosaic but healthful and in- 
vigorating surroundings of Canadian farm 
life. He was the youngest of four children. 
From his earliest years he was possessed 
by an ardent thirst for knowledge, and was 
a very diligent student while in attend- 
ance at the "section school" during the 
winter. He lost his father when he was 
nine years of age, and it was soon evident 
to him that it would be necessary for him 
to work his own way through the world. 
\Vhen he was fourteen he became an ap- 
prentice to the printing business in the 
town of Guelph. He worked as a printer 
about seven years, during which period he 
also wrote paragraphs and local articles for 
the newspaper published in the office in 
which he was employed. He thus became 
a ready and practised writer. He was an 
insatiable reader, and seems to have carried 
on his reading with much discrimination, 
for by the time he had reached manhood 
he was-considering his age and the limited 
educational advantages he had enjoyed-re- 
markably well informed on a great variety 
of subjects. During his nineteenth year he 
wa<; awakened by the preaching of the Rev. 
George Goodson, a well-known .Methodist 


minister of those days, who was then sta- 
tioned at Guelph. He became a member 
of the Methodist Church, and was soon 
after seized with a desire to preach the gos- 
pel. He had long taken an acti ve interest 
in the Sunday school and the temperance 
movement, and used sometimes to address 
audiences on the subject of temperance. 
Soon after completing his apprenticeship he 
was sent out, under the auspices of Mr. 
Lewis Warner, on trial to the Clinton cir- 
cuit; where he spent the year intervening 
between the Conferences of 183.') and '36. 
The genius of Methodism, while never op- 
posed to the highest education, has been 
practical enough to consider half a loaf bet- 
ter than no bread-where it has not been 
able to educate men /01' the ministry, it ha.'3 
endeavoured to educate men in the minis- 
try; and has thus thrust out into active and 
useful work many a man who ha.<; compen- 
sated for scholastic deficiencies by native 
I talent, business training, and that familiar- 
ity with the rough hard work of the world 
I which ha.<; enabled him to win the hearts of 
the toiling masses. Now that the country is 
developed, Methodism is flexible enough to 
I change its methods; and no man to-day in 
the Methodist Church is more strenuous in 
his efforts to raise the educational standard I 
for all ministerial candidates than is Dr. 
Sutherland. 
The Clinton Circuit gave him a taste of J 
the old-fashioned itinerant life. By the 



to, 
A 


..... 


. 
 ,
 


... 


\. 



 


, 
\ . 
.." ...., 



 



 


-'... ... 


:: 


\ 


f'.., 


'. 
 
>;.-..,: 
... 


r- 


... 


a. J z:;çL2
':fd 
-- - ., " - 




I 


THE REV. ALEXANDER SUTHERLA
D, D.D. 


173 


Conference of 1856 he was received on 
trial, and appointed to the Galt and Berlin 
circuit. After remaining on that circuit 
a year he was stationed at Berlin, where 
he spent another year. He was then per- 
mitted to attend Victoria College, Cobourg, 
for a year. At the Conference of 1859 
he was received into full connection, and 
placed in charge of the Niagara circuit, 
where he remained till the summer of 1861. 
Then followed two years in Thorold and 
one year at Drummondville. From 186-1< 
to Ib67 he was the colleague of the Rev. 
Dr. Ephraim B. Harper, at Hamilton. He 
was then stationed a.t Y orbTille, where he 
spent another term of three years, after 
which he was transferred to the circuit of 
Richmond Street, Toronto. There he re- 
mained from 1870 to 1873, when he re- 
moved to St. James Street Church, Mont- 
real. Connexional demands allowed him to 
remain only a year and a half there, since 
which time he ha.o;; been entrusted with gen- 
eral Connexional offices alone. 
He filled the Secretary's office in the old 
United Conference in 1870 and 1871. He 
filled the appointment of fraternal delegate 
to tl.e General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the United States, 
whit;h assembled in Brooklyn, New York, 
in 11;72. At the first General Conference 
of the Methodist Church in Canada, in 
1874-, he wa.., elected Secretary-Treasurer uf 
the Missionary Society. At the General 
Conference of 1878 he was elected Secre- 
tary of that legislative body, and wa.., also 
reëlected Secretary of the Missionary So- 
ciety by acclamation. In his present posi- 
tion he has travelled through the greater 
part of the Dominion, as well as beyond 
it. As Secretary of the "Mi8sionary Society I 
he has not only displayed business talent in 
routine work, but has by his speeches at 
missionary meetings done much to kindle 
enthusia..,m. During the hard times of the 
last four or five years the l\lissionary So- 
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ciety incurred a debt of about 
7.,),000. By 
a special effort in 1879 this incubus was 
removed, a total Relief and Extension Fund 
of 
1l6,00() wa.., contributed, and the So- 
ciety, under Dr. Sutherland's management, 
seems about to enter upon a new era of 
prosperity. 
Dr. Sutherland is a man of great energy 
and versatility. Had he not been a min- 
ister, he might have been a successful jour- 
nalist, politician, or man of business; and 
it is the combination of such varied abilities 
that has made him so useful to the Church. 
His early interest in the temperance cause 
ha.., never flagged. For some time he was 
President of the Ontario Temperance and 
Prohibitory League, since merged in the 
Dominion Alliance. In 1871 he published 
a temperance sheet under the title of Pw'e 
Gold, which subsequently passed into other 
hands and ultimately ceased to be published. 
Ertrne8t Clt1'istinnity was the title of a read- 
able and successful religious magazine pub- 
lished by Dr. Sutherland from lR73 to 
1877 in Toronto. In the latter year it wa" 
merged in the Canadian 11[et/wdil5t 11[ag(t- 
zine. In January, I
H], appeared the first 
number of Tile Missionm'y Uutluok. In the 
New York .J[etltodÙlt Qlut1.terly Review for 
April, 187.3, appeared a valuable article on 
" Egypt and the Pentateuch," in which the 
Doctor guided his readers through the fasci- 
nating scenes of that mysterious land, and 
pointed out many confirmations of the truth 
of Old Testament history. Numerous ser- 
mons and addresses by Dr. Sutherland have 
also been published. 
Dr. Sutherland is held in very high 
esteem throughout the Methodist Body, 
and bids fair to become one of the foremost 
representatives of Methodism in Canada. 
His degree in divinity was conferred upon 
him by Victoria College, Cobourg, in May, 
1:-;79. On the 10th of June, 18.j9, he mar- 
ried .;\Iiss Mary Jane Moore, eldest daughter 
of Mr. Hugh Moore, of Dundas. 


- 
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D R. NELSON won a high local reputa- 
tion as a medical practitioner, and as 
a prolific writer on various topics connected 
with his profession, but if he had never 
signalized himself in any other manner it 
would hardly have been deemed necessary 
to assign him a place in THE CANADIAN 
PORTRAIT GALLERY. He was something 
more than a physician and surgeon; some- 
thing more than a vigorous and sensible 
writer; anò he was regarded as an authority 
on many subjects of more general interest 
than acute laryngitis.. He was an earnest 
politician, a not ineffective speaker, aml an 
ardent constitutional reformer. \Vith the 
single exception of Mr. Papineau, he was 
the most conspicuous figure in the Lower 
Canadian Rebellion, and if all his coadjutors 
had possessed a tithe of his energy, ability 
and good sense, that rebellion would have 
assumed a much more serious aspect than 
under existing circumstances it was permit- 
ted to do. At the present day it is quite 
possible to rejoice at the non.success of the 
rising of 1837-8, and at the same time to ex- 
tend a certain measure of sympathy to the 
men who fought and suffered on its behalf. 
\V olfred N dson was descended, on his 
father's side, from a respectable English 
family. His father, :Mr. William Nelson, 
was the son of a victuaUing officer in the 
Royal Navy of Great Britain. His mother, 


* Ùne of his best known contrihution. to medical litera. 
ture was on this subject. 


Miss Dies, was the daughter of a u.E. Loyal- 
ist formerly resident in the Province of New 
York, who took refuge in Canada after the 
close of the Revolutionary War. He was 
born in the city of Montreal, on the lOth of 
July, 1792, and after receiving a fair educa- 
tion, which he subsequently improved by 
an extensive course of general reading, be- 
gan to qualify himself for the medical pro- 
fession. He studied under Dr. Carter, a 
retired army surgeon, who practised at Wil- 
liam Henry, now called Sorel, on the Riche- 
lieu River. During his student days he for 
some time had charge of a small military 
hosrital, where he acquired a familiarity 
with difficult surgical operations. In Janu- 
ary, 1811, he obtained a license to practise, 
and established himself at the village of St. 
Denis, in the county of St. Hyacinthe-a 
spot which, as will presently be seen, was 
afterwards rendered memorable to him by 
achievements unconnected with his profes- 
sion. He was very skilful as a surgeon, and 
was recognized by aU who came in contact 
with him as possessing more than average 
intelligence. He was kind and generous 
in his dealings with mankind, and soon 
won wide popularity among the French- 
Canadian populati::m, whose language was 
as familiar to him as his own. He enjoyed 
a large and profitable practice, and even 
in his youth acted as a sort of general ad- 
viser to many of the people of St. Denis 
and its neighbourhood. When the \Var of 
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1812 broke out he volunteered his services 
as an active member of militia, and is said 
to have expressed a desire to be the right- 
hand man of his regiment. His services in 
a professional capacity, however, were of 
more value to the authorities than any mili- 
tary services he could have been expected 
to render, and he served all through the 
\Var as surgeon of the battalion raised in 
his district. He seems to have possessed 
much natural aptitude for a military life, 
and during his service on the frontier he dis- 
played a marked fondness for everything 
connected with the profession of a soltlier. 
It is not unlikely that the lessons learnerl 
by him during this period stood him in 
good stead in the troubles of after years. 
After the close of the War he returned to 
his patient<; and his practice at St. Denis. 
He grew steadily in public favour, antI ac- 
quired a competent fortune. He took a 
warm interest in public affairs, and hi" sym- 
pathies were all on the popular side. His 
going to Parliament was only a matter of 
time, but he refused all overtures to enter 
actively into political life until he could see 
his way to doing so with all vantage to the 
country. His opportunity came to him when 
he was in his thirty-fifth year. In response 
to urgent entreaties, he consented to contest 
the representation of "the Royal Borough 
of William Henry," as it was called, with 
Mr. (afterwarr1s Sir) James Stuart, the At- 
torney-General, at the general election of 
18
7. The contest lasted seven days. It 
was conductel1 with a keenness almost un- 
exampled. even in those days, and resultetI 
in :\fr. Nelson's return by a majority of two 
votes. He subsequently charged his op- 
ponent, on the floor of the Assembly, with 
having been guilty, during the election, of 
com1uct excee,1ingly unbecoming in an offi- 
cial of his station, and with having abused 
his office to oppress and tyrannize over those 
who had voted against him. A Parliamen- 
tary inquiry was instituted into the matter, 


which, after having given rise to heated and 
prolonged debate during several sessions, 
resulted in Mr. Stuart's suspension from 
office by the Governor-General, Lord Ayl- 
mer. From the time of his first entry into 
Parliamentary life, Dr. Nelson was a promi- 
nent figure in the House, and before the 
Province. He found plenty of work ready 
to his hand, and he did it like a man. He 
seems to have sat only in one Parliament at 
this time, however, and to have then re- 
turned to his professional pursuits at St. 
Denis, where he also owned and carried on 
a brewery and ,1istillery. There is no time 
-nor, indeed, is this the place-to recapit- 
ulate the many grievances to which the 
people of the Lower Province were subject- 
ed. Many enthusiastic persons were foolish 
enough to suppose that these grievances 
could be remedied by the strong hand. Dr. 
Nelson knew better, and moreover it was 
very hard for him to make up his mind to 
take up arms against the authorities. Con- 
tinued misgovernment, however, seems to 
have warped his usually sound judgment. 
He at last allied himself with the projects of 

[r. Papineau and the Sons of Liberty. His 
object was not mere notoriety, as was the case 
with some of his colleagues. His only desire 
was to gain for British subjects in Canada 
the same rights which British subjects en- 
joyed in other parts of the world. His in- 
fluence in the part of Lower Canarla in 
which he resided was very great, and he 
had no difficulty in securing the coöperation 
of a large and determined body of men. At 
the famous "meeting of the six counties," 
as it was called, held at St. Charles, on the 
River Richelieu, on the 2:31'(1 of October, 
l1'i
7, he attended as a delegate from St. 
Hyacinthe, and was elected chairman. He 
presided over the meeting, which was the 
largest that had ever been convened for 
political purposes in Canada. Delegates at- 
tended it from all parts of the Lower Prov- 
ince, but it consisted chicfly of the inhab- 
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itants of the counties of Richelieu, St. 
Hyacinthe, Rouville, Chambly and Ver- 
chères, with a deputation from Acadie. 1\11'. 
Papineau, who was present, made a speech 
which astonished many of his audience by 
the moderateness of its tone. He deprecated 
an appeal to arms, and recommended that 
constitutional resistance only should be re- 
!';orted to. The most effectual method of 
constitutional resistance, he urged, would be 
to buy nothing from Great Britain. Dr. 
Nelson was not a thoroughly trained politi- 
cal economist, judged by a modern stand- 
ard, but he was wise enough to know that 
the suggested remedy would be wholly in- 
f'fficacious. He had been trained in an allo- 
pathic school, and had no faith in ho- 
mæopathy for either political or physical 
maladies. He felt that the die was cast, 
and that the conflagration was not to be 
quel).ched by casting water upon it with a 
teaspoon. He protested loudly against play- 
ing at revolution, and before he sat down 
advocated armed resistance. He had kindled 
the spark, and the atmosphere reëchoed 
with applause from the excited crowd. 
From that time forward he acted as one of 
the principal organizers and directors of the 
revolutionary party. That party was soon 
arrayed in open rebellion. Dr. NelsoD dis- 
played a military knowledge and skill 
which would not have disgraced a veteran, 
and won the only important victory that 
was gained by the insurgents. This was at 
St. Denis, where, on the 2:3rd of November, 
he and his insurgent forces were attacked 
by a body of infantry and volunteer cavalry 
under the command of Colonel Gore, a vet- 
eran who had fought under Wellington at 
Waterloo. Accompanying the Colonel was 
a deputy-sheriff, who bore with him a war- 
rant for Dr. Nelson's arrest on a charge of 
high treason. The insurgents had on the 
previous night captured Lieutenant Weir, 
who was the bearer of despatches to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Wetherall, at St. Charles, 


and Dr. Nelson had thus become aware of 
the intended attack, and was ready to repel 
it. His skill was made manifest by the ar- 
rangements made by him for the coming 
engagement. He posted his men in his dis- 
tillery, a large three-story stone building. 
and in several houses adjoining. When 
Colonel Gore and his forces arrived they 
made repeated attempts to dislodge the in- 
surgents from the advantageous position 
which they occupied, but the valiant Doctor 
proved himself as great an adept at military 
defence as if he had been bred to the pro- 
fession of a soldier. After the engagement 
had lasted between five and six hours the 
Colonel was compelled to retreat. Six of 
his men had lost their lives during the at- 
tack, and more than twice that number had 
been wounded. Of the insurgents thirteen 
were slain, and from twenty to thirty 
wounded.. From first to last the Doctor 
had demeaned himself like one who h8.'3 
been a man of war from his youth. Early 
in the morning he had gone out on horse- 
back to reconnoitre the advancing troops, 
and had gone so far that it needed hard 
spurring to enable him to get back to St. 
Denis. With the 8.'3sistancc of some of his 
voluntaries he had then broken down several 
bridges, so 8.'3 to retard the ad vance of the 
troops, and to give him time to perfect his 
arrangements. Throughout the siege he ex- 
posed himself to danger with the most 
dauntless intrepidity, advancing several 
times from the barricade, and finally head- 
. ing a detachment and dri ving the regulars 
from the field. When the Colonel and his 
forces had retreated, leaving five of their 
wounded behind them on the field, Dr. Nel- 
son took charge of the latter, whom he 
treated with the greatest kindness, attend- 
ing to their comforts himself, and doing 


.. Among the French-Canadian insurgents intrencherl 
within the walls of the historic distillery on this 23rd of 
Xo\ember, was a young gentleman who in after life took 
80 very conspicuous part in public affairs in Canada- 
George Etipnne Cartier. See Vol. I., pp. 75,76. 
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everything in his power to relieve their suf- I 
ferings. His conduct shows in bright con- 
trast to that of Mr. Papineau, who fled from 
St. Denis before the engagement began, and 
after the defeat of the insurgents at St. 
Charles, made good his escape to the United 
States, where he spent some time in a fruit- 
less endeavour to induce the American Con- 
gress to em bark in the struggle on behalf 
of himself and his allies. Tlie whole truth 
with respect to this escape of )lr. Papineau 
will probably never be known. It is alleged 
011 his hehalf that he wa<; willing, and even 
anxious, to stay and take his part in the 
conflict at St. Denis, but that he was in- 
duced to depart by the representations of 
Dr. 
 elson and others of his colleagues, who 
claimed that his life was too precious to be 
risked at that time. Dr. 
 elson, however, 
in after years told a different story, and in 
any case )lr. Papineau, to whom more than 
to any other man the rebellion was due, 
does not appear to great advantage in the 
affair. 
The barbarous murder-for such it must 
be called-of the unfortunate Lieutenant 
Weir, who, as we have seen, had been cap- 
tured on the night of the 2
nd, with de- 
spatches for Colonel \Yetherall, is the dark- 
est feature in the history of the St. Denis 
episode of the rebellion. It is of course un- 
nece'isary to sa.\' that Dr. 
elson had no 
hand in that villainous transaction, but it 
was perpetrated by his allies, and thp ques- 
tion arises how far he should be held re- 
!'>ponsible for it. The Doctor's own account 
of the affair is as follows :-" A gentleman 
in coloured clothes was brought to Dr. N el- 
son's house at about one o'clock a.m. on the 
day of the battle. After 
ome reluctance 
he acknowledged that his name was \\T eir, 
and that he wa.... a Lieutenant in the 3
nd 
Regiment. Appearing fatigued amI colrl, 
Dr. :Sel"on onlered his sen'ant<; to place be- 
fore him some refreshments, which he de- 
clined, but accepted of some whio;key punch. 
IV -24 
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He wa" urged to retire to bed and repose, 
but he preferred sitting up. Three respect- 
able persons were desired to keep him com- 
I pany, and of the<;e one was Dr. Kimber, of 
Chambly, distinguished alike for his warm- 
hearteùness and his bravery. 'Ir. \Veir was 
told that he must submit to be detained in 
custolly for a few hours, but that he would 
be perfectly safe, anti should be treated with 
respect and kindness, such !lli the Doctor 
said he would wish to receive were he him- 
self a prisoner, which might be the case in 
a very short time. Nothing more came 
under the immediate knowledge of Dr. 
el- 
son, after he left his house to meet the ad- 
vancing force. Previous to going, he gave 

rr. Weir in charge of three elderly and 
tru.,tworthy híLlJitants, with injunctions to 
prevent his escape, but to do this with milrl- 
ness. However, on hearing the firing, at 
a short distance, which occurn'd from the 
conflict of the solflÌers and patriots, the 
Lieutenant made efforts to leave the house 
whereupon his guards, without any orders 
to that effect, put him into a carriage to 
take him to the camp at St. Charles. As 
the unfortunate prisoner and his escort 
reached the npper part of the village of St. 
Denis, he jumped into the road and struck 
at his guards. A scuffle ensued, and a couple 
of persons proceeding to the spot whpre the 
contest wa... already becoming warm-one 
armed with a sahre and another with a gun 
-attacked Mr. \Veir, who wa." said to be a 
<;py, and in the excitement of the fray in- 
t1.ictcd mortal woun(ls upon him. Thus, 
through his own imprudence and rashness, 
to say the least, was this fine young man 
killed, almost hefore he ha.l attained com- 
plete manhood. \Vheu Dr. Nelson heard of 
this sad event he e"{presseù his utter abhor- 
rence of it, an,l most severely blamed and 
reproaehe.l thm;e who had been concerned 
in it, saying that, 'being three in numher 
the) could easily have secured their pris- 
uncr,' awl it is mere justice to these indi- 
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viduals to mention that, on reflection, they 
expressed in the most poignant terms their 
regret and sorrow of their precipitancy. 
Under the stupid impression that the catas- 
trophe could be concealed, some persons 
made a hole, in the night, on the beach of 
the river, and there buried the body of the 
unfortunate gentleman." It is due to his- 
torical truth to give the above outline of an 
accident that ca'it the profoun(]est gloom 
over a large community, including Dr. Nel- 
son and his friends-an occurrence which, 
until the real facts of the case were known, 
naturally excited unusual regret and cou- 
demnation. 
Mr. Christie, in his "History of Lower 
Canada," makes a comment upon the fore- 
going account which may properly be in- 
serted here as a set-off to Dr. Nelson's ver- 
sion. .. The above," says Mr. Christie, .. as 
far as it goes, is, DO doubt, in accordance 
with facts; but it avoids-very pardonably, 
I am willing to admit-the cruel circum- 
stances and manner in which Lieutenant 
Weir was put to death, and is evidently 
intended to be palliative of this most atro- 
cious and revolting homicide (never con- 
templated, I am very certain, by Dr. Nelson, 
to whatever liabilities, in a legal or moral 
sense, he may have subjected himself by 
making the unfortunate gentleman a pris- 
oner). amI I therefore cannot allow it to 
pa8s without observing, that I do not, nor 
will my readers, I imagine, find in it one 
solitary extenuating circumstance of the 
guilt of those who, in cold blood, slew pour 
\Veir. His arms were tightly bound with a 
rope previous to, or on his being put into a 
cart, or calèche, for conveyance to St. Charles 
-consequently any a'isault, so pinioned, that 
he could possibly make on his guards, can- 
not have been formidable, and it was in this 
defenceless state, aftpr-on hearing the dis- 
charge of musketry-he had leaped, very 
fuolishly, it must be admitted, from the cart 
in which he was, under which, when assailed, 


he vainly sought shelter, that he was merci- 
lessly shot, sabred, hacked and !';tahbed to 
death by the mon!';ters who, as his guards, 
had him in charge, and of which his man- 
gled body, when found. afforded too many 
shocking evidences; and all thi!';, it seems, 
in the presence of a multitude of spectators 
tamely looking on at this heartrending homi- 
cide. It is to be recollected that poor Weir, 
when slain, wa'i alone, in the hands of ex- 
cited enemies, without one kimlred heart 
among them to sympathize with him, or 
friendly eye to witness and relate the oc- 
currences that preceded and caused his 
death-that even the facts offere(] in pal- 
liatiun of the cruelty exercised upon him, 
and of his assa:5sination, come entirely from 
those who were either the actual perpetra- 
tors or tacit accomplices, previous to, during 
or after the fact, and who thercfo.re natur- 
ally would seek to palliate the appalling 
deed. \Ve know, indeed, actually nothing 
of tile real facts attendant upon this young- 
gentleman's untimely end, but such as those 
more or less implicated in it have chosen to 
give us, in which, however, there is more 
than enough of horror to sicken the most 
unfeeling heart." 
\Ve are disposed to view the murder of 
Lieutenant Weir as one of those unhappy 
concomitants of a struggle in which it is 
necessary to empluy savage and semi-bar- 
barous allies. How fal' Dr. Nelson was jus- 
tificr] in participating in the rebellion is a 
question which every reader will answer for 
himself, according to his individual notions 
of right and wrong. As matter of history 
it is proper to present the subject from op- 
posite points of view. This has now been 
done, and here we leave it, with the single 
additional remark that if Dr. Nelson is to be 
I held responsible for the young Lieutenant's 
murder, it is hard to see how William Lyon 
Mackenzie can be acquitted of responsibility 
for the shooting of Colonel Moodie. 
The successful repulse of Colonel Gore at 
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St. Denis merely postponed the inevitable 
result. After the departure of the troops 
Dr. Nelson called his friends around him, 
and consulted 8.'> to what was best to be 
done. He advocated resistance to the last. 
Hi" frien h, however, had not come un- 
scathed out of the battle, and reccgnized 
the fact that, a'! Miles Standish says, "war 
is a terrible trade." Before any line of ac- 
tion had beeu decided upon intelligence 
reached them of the defeat of their coad- 
jutors at St. Charles, where the troops, un- 
der Colonel \Vetherall, had won a signal 
victory. From that moment all attempts 
on the Doctor's part to rouse his adherents 
to furthel'
 united action was out of the 
que,>tion. He found himself deserted, ex- 
cept by seven staunch friends who declared 
their determination to act according to his 
behests. There was of course nothing for 
it but prompt anrl rapid Bight. They started 
through back roads and dense forests for 
the United States. The Doctor himself, 
having taken a tearful farewell of his hither- 
to happy home and attached family, started 
for the frontier with his staunch friends. 
A reward of two thousand dollars had been 
offered for his apprehension, and scouts were 
out in every direction looking for him. It 
was of course necessary to proceed with the 
utmost care and circumspectiorr. On the 
second day out Dr. Nelson himself was 
nearly engulfed in a rapid stream. It was 
soon after deemed ad visable by the little 
band that they should separate. They suf- 
fered terrible privations from cold, hunger, 
and scant clothin
. During the early days 
of December Dr. Nelson tmversed scores of 
milps of wilderness, and was finally cap- 
tured a few miles from the frontier on the 
morning of the 12th. The place of his cap- 
ture was an out-of-the-way spot in the 
town'!hip of Stukely, in the county of Shef- 
font His captol's were four of Culonel 
Knowlton's militia, by whom he wa'! handed 
over to a detachment of Missisquoi volun- 


teers. He was famished with cold and 
hunger, and during the seven preceding 
nights had slept without covering in the 
woods, exposed to the biting blasts of an 
unusually cold December. His only com- 
panions, at the time of his arrest, were a 
French Canadian named Celestin Parent, 
and an Indian whom he llad picked up in 
the wilderness and engaged a'! a guide. He 
was, for the time, a mere wreck of his former 
self, and one of his captors, who had known 
him in the days of his prosperity, was melted 
to tears. He was treated with great kind- 
ness ani I consideration. After a hrief in- 
terval of re,>t he was conveyed to Montreal, 
where he wa'! lodged in gaol. His sufler- 
ings and privations brought on an attack 
of dropsy, to which complaint he continued 
to be subject at intervals during the remain- 
ing years of his life. His mind, however, 
soon recovered its tone, and his spirit was 
unbroken. He made no supplications for 
mercy, and sought no sympathy. He had 
played a desperate game, and had lost it, 
and was not the man to complain of his ill 
fortune. He had made up his mind from 
the first that no favour would be shown 
him, nor did he on any occasion endeavour 
to palliate his acts. He boldly proclaimed 
his sense of justification in resisting as he 
did, and that as the fates were against him, 
he Wag prepared for the worst. He con- 
ceived that he would be deemed far more 
culpable than the French Canadians, whose 
dissimilarity of faith and origin might plead 
in extenuation of their acts, but that he, the 
son of an Englishman and a Protestant, 
"hould be found sympathizing with the 
former, would appear a crime of very great 
magnitude, and much enhanced by the fact 
of his ha\
ing successfully resisted the at- 
tack of the troops. Meanwhile most of the 
friends who had set out with him from St. 
Denis for the frontier had been captured, 
and lodged, like himself, in the Montreal 
gaol. 
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Boon after Lord Durham's arrival in Can- 
ada, Dr. Nelson and sewn of his fellow- 
prisoners addressed a letter to His Lordship 
expressing their readiness to plead guilty, 
in order to avoid the necessity of a trial, 
and to prevent the prohable effusion of 
blood; for there were many hundreds of 
persons in the Province who would have 
taken up arms in case of the Government's 
having proceeded to extremities with them. 
The course adopted by Lord Durham in the 
very difficult circumstances in which he was 
placed have been fully detailed in the sketch 
of that nobleman's life. Wolfred 
elson 
was one of those prisoners who were sen- 
tenced-illegally, but wisely-to be ban- 
ished to Bermuda. After being confined in 
the 
Iontreal gaol for seven months he was 
despatched thither in one of Her Majesty's 
vessels. Long before this time the Govern- 
ment troops under Colonel Gore had again 
attacked St. Deni:::!. Some of the soldiers, 
acting, it is said, on their own authority, 
and not on instructions from their Colonel, 
had set fire to Dr. N elf'on's huuse and dis- 
tillery, together with other valuable build- 
ings, all of which had been reduced to 
ashes. 
Upun landing at Bermuda Dr. Nclson and 
his fellow-exiles won the respect of every- 
one by their manly and indppenden
 de- 
portment. They dill not attempt to re\.ile 
the Home Government, hut on thp contrary 
acquitted it of all blame. They felt and 
knew that the English authorities were de- 
sirous of acting with justice and kindness 
towards the colonists. They maintained 
that the root and mainspring of their op- 
pressions lay entirely in the corrupt set of 
office-holders, who, like their kin, the old 
oligarchy in the Thirteen Colonies, were 
traitorously deceiving their Hovereign, and 
were, by incessant injury and insult, forc- 
ing the people into disaffection and ulti- 
mately resistance, as well in vindication of 
their rights and privilcges as subjects, as in 


the maintenance of their dignity and self- 
respect as men. 
The sojourn of Dr. Nelson and his friends 
in Bermuda was very brief. Lord Durham 
was declared to have exceeded his authority, 
and their banishment was pronounced to 
have been illegal. They were ac
ordingly 
allowed to depart. Dr. Nelson proceeded 
to the United States, and took up his abode 
at Plattshurg. as near to his native land as 
he could easily get. His family joined him, 
and he practised his profession there until 
the amnesty of 1842 permitted him to re- 
turu to Canada. He then took up his 
abode in )Iontreal, where he continued to 
reside during the twenty-one years remain- 
ing to him. He soon gained a large medical 
and surgical practice, and was once more a 
prosperous man. 
He had lost none of his old energy. He 
found time in the midst of his large practice 
to contribute a number of papers on various 
medical and surgical subjects to the pro- 
fessional periodicals of the time. Experts 
have pronounced some of these papers to be 
of the highest value. His political career, 
however, was not yet over. At the general 
election of 1844 he presented himself to 
the electors of the county of Richelieu, in 
opposition to the Hon. Denis Benjamin 
Viger, who had accepted the office of Presi- 
dent of the Executive Council in the Gov- 
ernment formed under the auspices of Sir 
Charles Metcalfe and !\Ir. Draper. Dr. Nel- 
son worsted the Government candidate, and 
thenceforward represented the county of 
Richclieu in the second and third Parlia- 
ments under the Pnion. He was therefure 
a member of the Assembly at the time of 
the fierce debate on 1\11'. Lafontaine's famous 
R
bellion Losses Bill in 184!). He spoke 
strongly in favour of the Bill, and was on 
seveml occasions taunted with the part he 
had played in the rebellion which gave risp 
to the measure. After a taunt of more than 
usual cuarseness, in which he was stigma- 
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tized by a Lower Canadian member as a 
rebel and a traitor, he rose to reply. "Those 
who call me and my friends rebels," said 
he, "I tell them they lie in their throats; 
and here and everywhere else, I hold my- 
self responsible for the assertion. But, :Mr. 
Speaker, if to love my country quite as 
Illuch as myself, if to be ardently attached 
to the British crown and our glorious Sov- 
ereign is to be guilty of high-treason, then 
I am a rebel indeed. But I tell those gen- 
tlemen to their teeth, that it is they, and 
such as they, who cause revolutions, who 
pull down thrones, trample crowns into the 
dust and annihilate dynasties. It is their 
vile acts that madden people, and drive 
them to desperation. As for my own great 
losses, wantonly inflicted as they were, I 
cheerfully make no claim for them; but I 
call on you to pay those whose property 
you destroyed in my hands; and I am 
happy, for I feel that with the protection 
of an Almighty Provirlence, I may yet hon- 
ourably, by my own exertions, acquit my 
dues, advanced as I am in years. But there 
are hundred" of others with less encourag- 
ing prospects before them, whose only crime 
was, reposing confidence in the man they 
loved and trusted; pay these unhappy men, 
I a,,,k no more." 
His Parliamentary career closed in 18.H, 
when he accepted the post of Inspector of 
Prisons. His reports on the Penitentiary, 
Prisons and Public Health contain Illany 
valuable suggestions towards the improve- 
ment of our prison discipline in the care of 
convicts and the preservation of public hy- 


giene, many of which were adopted by the 
Government. In 185!) he became Chairman 
of the Board oÏ Inspectors. During the 
ship fever of 1847 he had rendered great 
services to the poor, sick and dying immi- 
grants, at the risk of his own life; and du- 
ring the cholera years, as Chairman of the 
Board of Health, he was also most zealous. 
He was twice elected President of the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons for Lower 
Canada. He was also twice elected Mayor 
of Montreal. He preserved his vigour up 
to "ithin about a year of his death, which 
took place at his home in Montreal on the 
17th of June, 18fi3. His end was calm and 
peaceful, and he was mourned by a wille 
circle of attached friends. Faction had long 
ceao;;ed to busy itself with the errors of his 
past life, and at the time of his death he 
wa" respected by persons of all shades of 
political opinion. "Through a life full of 
adventure as that of a hero of romance," 
says one of his contemporaries, "he pre- 
served a name unsullied by any baseness. 
He carried into politics and official life a 
heart tender as a child's, excitable and ro- 
mantic as a woman's. His aims were always 
high, never sordid or base. Posse,.,sed once 
of wealth, he sacrificed it on the altar of 
(what he esteemed) his duty to his country; 
and, in his later years, when other men \\ ere 
accused of enriching themselves at the ex- 
pense of the country, his escutcheon ever 
escaped unstained." He left two sons, both 
of whom attained to considerable eminence 
in the ranks of the medical profession in 
1tlontreal. 
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A ERAHA
[ CUNARD, a thrifty and en- 
terprising mechanic in the Halifax 
lumber-yard, saved enough money to com- 
mence business on a small scale as a grocer 
and \Vest India merchant. He early associ- 
ated his son Samuel with him in the busi- 
ness, and their frugality amI sagacity. were 
rewarded with more than average success. 
Samuel Cunard was born on the 13th of 

ovember, lï87. He grew up a sturdy, 
hardy, well-built boy, and early manifested 
the courage, the patience, the self-control 
amI decision of character which ultimately 
.placed him among the merchant princes of 
the world. Tradition tells how he" endured 
hardne,.s" when a boy, and how bravely 
he bore up under it, and deyeloped into a 
strong and self-reliant man. His education 
was only such as Halifax could afford in 
the earlier years of this century. Indeed 
Samuel Cunard was virtually a self-taught 
man. 
:\11'. Cunard's industry, mercantile tact, 
and high honour placed him, while still a 
young man, in the front rank among the 
merchants of his native town. For some 
years he prosecuted the whale fishery with 
success; but about sixty years ago that in- 
du,>try, owing to successive failures, became 
defunct, so far as Halifax was concerned. 
He also had an interest in extensive coal 
mines in the county of Pictou and in the 
Island of Cape Breton, and also in I um ber- 
ing operations in Miramichi, New Bruns- 


wick. But his name was destined to come 
with special prominence before the world 
in connection with ocean steam naviga- 
tion. Thus far he was H the son of his 0\\ n 
deeds," and he continued throughout his 
whole career to exhibit the same sterling 
qualities of head and heart. 
It was in 1819 that the first attempt was 
made to cross the Atlantic by steamer; and 
the attempt was succes,>ful. In the sum- 
mer of that year the Savannah, of :350 tons, 
left New York for Liverpool, and made the 
voyage safely in twenty-four days. Com- 
mercially the experiment was so disastrou,> 
that there was no disposition to repeat it. 
The engines and the fuel occupied nearly the 
whole available space in the vessel. She used 
sails as well as steam,and the weather having 
been exceptionally fair, the wind had no 
doubtmuch to do with the succes:" of the voy- 
age. For nearly twenty years no second effort 
was made to cross the Atlantic by steam; 
and indeed the conviction became universal 
that it was impossible to do so in safety. 
Had not Lardner demonstrated with all the 
precision of mathematical science that no 
steamer, however large, could carry coals 
enough to enable her successfully to reach 
the western continent? Howe\"er, in IS38, 
a company of English merchants were cou- 
rageous enough, in the face of mathematical 
conclusions, to despatch two steamers, the 
SÙ'iU8 and the Gl'eut Western, across the 
ocean. Both arrived at N ew York in safety, 
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the Si1.ins in eighteen and a-half days, and 
the Gl'eat TVe
tel'1/, in fourteen and a-half 
days. The Sirins was only a coasting steam- 
er, and did not continue in the trade. The 
GI'eat Westen/, continued her voyages for 
ten years, crO'>sing the Atlantic in periods 
ranainCT from thirteen to fifteen days. 
o 0 

everal other steamers soon ventured to 
face the stormy ocean. In 1840 plarch 
10th) the P ,'c'1irlf'nt, a Thames-built steamer, 
sailed frOlIl :\ew York with freight and 
pa<>sengers, and was never heard of again. 
This was the first great steamboat disaster 
upon the Atlantic. In 18:JS the British 
Government invited a tender for carrying 
the mails by steamships between England, 
Halifax, and Boston. The owners of the 
Gl'eflt JVcStCl'1/ made an offer which was not 
accepted. Mr. Cunard carefully watched 
what was going on. In the summer of 183S 
he proceeded to Englanrl with the hope of 
being able to tender for carrying the mails 
on conditions acceptable to the Admiralty. 
He first laid his plans before leading Li\'er- 
pool merchants, but none of them could see 
their way to run the risks involved. He 
was equally un<;uccessful in London. His 
attention was attracted by the splendid rival 
lines of steamers plying between Liverpool 
and Glasgow-by far the best then in the 
wor1l1. These steamers harl been built and 
equipped by Robert 
apier, the foremost 
engineer of the time. One line was repre- 
sented by Messrs. Burns, of Glasgow; the 
other by l\Iessrs. MacIver, of Liverpool. Mr. 
Cunard proceeded to Glasgow and laid his 
plans before Mr. Napier, who entered into 
them with enthusiasm. He introduced 
Ir. 
Cunard to Messrs. Burns, who at once ap- 
pro\
ed of the great enterprise, and expressed 
their willingness to embark in it. Their 
rivals, Messrs. Mad vel', also were brought 
in. 1\11'. Cunard laid his plans before the 

\.rlmiralty, and met there with all the suc- 
cess he could wish. The contract for carry- 
ing the mails for seven years was secured; 


the company was fully organized, and the 
work of construction entered upop without 
delay. 
Thus originated" The Cunard Company," 
the name and fame whereof have long been 
world-wide. The mails were to be carried 
fortnightly between Liverpool, Halifax, and 
Boston. The steamers were to be so con- 
structed as to be available for the transport 
of troops and warlike stores if the Govern- 
lllent should require them. Four steamers 
were built with the least possible delay-the 
BI'itanni(l, the A clldia, the Caled01l1a and 
the Cohonbi{l. They were but small in com- 
parison with the gigantic structures of these 
days-namely, each 1,200 tons reg-ister, and 
440 horse-power. The Britnnnia, the pio- 
neer of the Cunard fleet, left Liverpool on 
the 4th of July, IS40, reached Halifax in 
eleven days, and Boston in fourteen days 
and eight hours, including the detention of 
tweh'e hours at Halifax. Up to this date 
(1840) the mails were borne across the At- 
lantic in Government ten-gun brigs, usually 
known as "coffins." The voyage occupied 
from six weeks to three months according 
to wind and weather. I t often happened 
in the spring months that these packets 
were lost with all on board. It is no won- 
der that there wa.') an eager desire for 
,>wifter and safer modes of communication 
and travel. The Government showed its 
sense of the importance of the service UIl- 
dcrtaken by the CUIlard. .Company by pay- 
ing an annual subsidy of first 1.:145,000 
<;terling; and then, when the service em- 
braced New York, 1.:197,000 sterling. 
Mr. Cunard accompanied the BI'itannÙt 
on her first voyage. His welcome in his 
native city was most Battering, and could 
not have been more cordial. But Boston 
went fairly wild over the new arri\'al. The 
good ship came to her moorings late on a 

atllrday evening, and was received with 
salutes of artillery and a popular ovation. 
A public banquet was held three days after 
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her arrival, in honour of Mr. Cunard, and to 
celebrate the establishment of postal com- 
munication by steam between Great Britain 
and the enited States. .Mr. Cunard received 
no fewer than one thousand eight hundred 
invitations to dinner during the first two 
days of his stay in Boston. As a lasting 
mark of the kindly appreciation of the 
citizens a massive piece of plate was pre- 
sented to him with the following inscrip- 
tion: "PreHented by the citizens of Boston, 
.Massachusetts, to the Hon. Samuel Cunard 
of Halifax, Nova Scotia, whose enterprise 
estaLlished the line of British Mail Steam 
Packets between Liverpool, Halifax, and 
Boston, United States of America, 1840." 
The original four steamers were supple- 
mented, or rather superseded, by larger and 
still larger ones. Paddles were succeeded by 
the screw; wood by iron; and iron by steel. 
The Company, as occasion required, rendered 
signal service to the Government, during 
the Crimean WaT, the Indian Mutiny, and 
during the troublous days of the American 
Civil War. It justified its reputation as a 
national" institution," of which a great com- 
mercial nation might justly be proud. 
The Cunard fleet now crossing the At- 
lantic numbers twenty-eight vessels, many 
of them among the finest afloat. They 
have ever been remarkable for regularity 
strength and safety. The crews are disci- 
p1ined with the utmost care, and none but 
the best class of captains are put in charge. 
The Company at one time came into curi- , 
ous prominence in the House of Commons. 
The "Galway subsidy" had been withdrawn 


I on account of the inefficiency of the service 
rendered,.or attempted to be rendered. This 

ave offence to certain members from Ire- 
land, who asked the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, Mr. F. Peel, for a return of the number 
and date of the breaches of contract by the 
Cunard Company during the first two years 
of their service, and the penalties imposed; 
and in how many instances such penalties 
had been remitted by the Treasury. After 
due investigation Mr. Peel announced to the 
House, amid ringing cheers, that the Cunard 
Company had never broken contract, had 
incurred no penalties, and had never asked 
any indulgence from the Government. They 
had carried the mails with undeviating regu- 
larity during the twenty-one years that the 
contract had been in force. 
The Company pays about one-seventh of 
the steam tonnage dues of Liverpool. Its 
tonnage amounts to about one hundred 
thousand tons, and the number of vessels 
exceeds fifty, with, say, 20,000 horse-power. 
The lines in operation besides the Atlan- 
tic service are: Mediterranean and Havre; 
Liverpool and Glasgow; Glasgow and Bel- 
fast; Glasgow and Derry; Halifax and 
Jamaica. 
Mr. Cunard was created a Baronet on the 
Uth of March, 18.'>7, the honour being heredi- 
tary in his family. During the latter half 
of his life he resided in England. He died 
on the 28th' of April, 186.'>, aged seventy- 
eight years. Till the close of his life he 
devoted all his energies to the business of 
the Company, and he succeeded in amassing 
I a large fortune. 
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 more familiarly known as" Colonel" 
Taché-was in his day one of the most dis- 
tinguished personages connected with pub- 
lic life in this country. He was descended 
from an old French family, various mem- 
bers of which have attained distinction in 
Canada, both before the Conquest and since. 
Some facts relating to the founder of the 
Canadian branch of the family and his de- 
scendants will be found in the sketch of the 
Most Rev. Alexandre Antonin Taché, Arch- 
bishop of St. Boniface, contained in the 
third volume of the present series. By re- 
ference to the genealogy there delineated, it 
will be seen that the subject of this sketch 
was an uncle of the Archbishop, and not a 
brother, as has been asserted in previous 
biographies. He was born at the village 
of St. Thomas, in the Lower Province, in 
17D.j. He was educated partly by private 
tuition, and partly at one of the spminarips. 
He docs not seem to 
lave made any choice 
of a profession until after the breaking out 
of the War of lRI2-'15, when, with the 
military instinct inherent in his race, he 
joined the incorporated militia 8.'> an Ensign 
in the Fifth Battalion, and was almost im- 
mediately afterwards placed on duty on the 
frontier. He served all through the cam- 
paign, and until peace was proclaimed. The 
authorities are unanimous in bearing testi- 
mony to his gallantry and chivalrous pa- I 
triotislU. During the progress of the war 
IV -25 
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he was promoted to a lieutenancy in the 
Canadian Chasseurs, with which corps he 
took part in several engagements. He was 
present at the famous battle of Chateau- 
guay, in October, 1813, where a mere hand- 
ful of his gallant fellow-countrymen, under 
I Colonel de Salaberry, defeated a force of 
between four and five thousand Americans 
under General Hampton and Colonel Purdy. 
This wa" one of the most bril1iant achieve- 
ments in the history of the War. A gal- 
lant American officer who had the misfor- 
tune to be present was accustomed to say 
in after years that no American officer with 
any regard for his reputation would wil- 
lingly acknowledge that he had taken part 
in that engagement. Young Etienne Taché 
bore himself as might have been expected 
from one of his lineage. For his services 
there he received a me(lal which he was 
wont to contemplate with pride, and on 
which he used to expatiate with pardon- 
able garrulity half a century afterwards. 
After the close of hostilities the naval 

nd military establishments were reduced, 
and young Taché's occupation as an officer 
was at an end. He then studied medicine, 
and in due time obtained a medical degree. 
He settled down to practice in his native 
village, and remained in comparati,'e ob- 
scurity until the Union of the Provinces 
in 11')41. "Comparative" is a saving word. 
His close attention to his professional pur- 
suits pren'nted him from becoming widely 
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known beyond his own immediate neigh- 
bourhood. There, however, he was a power, 
professionally, politically, and socially. Du- 
ring the troublous times which culminated 
in the rebellion of 1
37 _'38 he sympathized 
heartily with the efforts made by his fel- 
low-countrymen to obtain redress for their 
grievances; but when those efforts took the 
shape of armed resistance he drew back, 
and remained staunch in his allegiance to 
the Government. At the first general 
election after the Union he was returned 
to the Assembly as representative for the 
county of L'Islet. He sat for that con- 
stituency through the First Parliament of 
United Canada, during which he distin- 
guished himself by the enlightened stand 
which he took on several questions of 
national importance. The tone of his mind 
was essentially Conservative. He was a 
zealous upholder of monarchy, and on one 
occasion declared, in the course of a speech 
in the Legislature, that the last gun fired in 
support of British supremacy on this conti- 
nent would be fired by the hand of a French 
Canadian. There were certain questions, 
however, on which he entertained decidedly 
Liberal views, and whenever a vote was 
taken upon any of these his own vote was 
always recorded conscientiously, and with- 
out respect to Party. At the general elec- 
tion for the Second Parliament, held in 
IH44, he was reëlected for the county of 
L'Islet. He sat for that county until the 
end of June, 1846, when he accepted the 
appointment of Deputy Adjutant-General 
of )lilitia for Lower Canada. His rigid 
habits of discipline and his early military 
experience combined to fit him to discharge 
the duties of this position with efficiency. 
It was upon his accession to this office that 
he first became known as Colon!'l Taché, 
and by that name he is still commonly re- 
ferred to by many of his contemporaries. 
Upon the formation of the second Bald- 
win-Lafontaine Government,in March,1848, 


Colonel Taehé, at 111'. Lafontaine's request, 
accepted _ office in it as Comrnis
ioner of 
Public Works, with a seat in the Executive 
Council. This step rendered it necessary 
that he should vacate his office of Deputy 
Adjutant-General, and that he should also 
reëllter Parliament. He accordinglyaccept- 
ed a seat in the Legislative Conncil, and 
was sworn in on the 23rd of May. He hell] 
the Commissionership of Public Works un- 
til the 27th of November, 184!), when, on 
the retirement of the Hon. L. M. Viger, 
he became Receiver-General. This position 
he retained between six and seven years. 
Upon the reconstruction of the Government 
under Messieurs Hincks and Morin, towarùs 
the close of 1
51, Colonel Taché retained 
his portfolio. He also retained office after 
the formation of the Coalition Government 
known as the ::\1acnab-Morin Administra- 
tion, in 18.)4; and when ::\11'. Morin several 
months afterwanls retired from the Gov- 
ernment, and accepted a seat on the Bench, 
as a Judge of the Superior Court, Colonel 
Taché became leader of the Lower Cana- 
dian section of the Cabinet. The Coalition 
is thenceforward known to history as the 
Macnab- Taché Administration. Sir Allan 

1acnab retired in May, 1
56, and the pres- 
ent Sir John A. ::\1acllonald succeeded to 
his place as leader of the Upper Canadian 
Conservatives. As matter of fact, the lead- 
ing spirit of the Government was Mr. ::\1ac- 
donald, though Colonel Taché was the 
actual Premier. The Colonel was elected 
Speaker of the Legislative Council. He 
retained that office until his withdrawal 
from the Administration, on the 2;')th of 
November, 18.37. For about four months 
prior to his withdrawal he also discharged 
the duties of Commissioner of Crown Lands, 
which office had been left vacant by the 
resignation of the Hon. J. E. Cauchon. It 
must also be mentioned that upon the for- 
mation of the Grand Trunk Railway COl11- 
pany, and the guarantee by the Province of 
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three thousand pounds per mile towards its 
construction, Colonel Taché was appointed 
one of the Government Directors. He re- 
tained his Directorship until the month of 
July, 1857, when the Act abolishing the 
office came into operation. 
"Then Colonel Taché resigned office as 
above mentioned in 
ovember,18:)7, it was 
his intention to retire permanently to pri- 
vate life. As the event proved, he was 
only permitted to do so temporarily. He 
cannot, indeed, be said to have absolutely 
withdrawn from public life, even tempora- 
rily, for he was a life-member of the Legis- 
lative Council. and continued to attend the 
deliberations of that Body after his retire- 
ment from the Government. A year after- 
wards Her Majesty, in recognition of his 
long and important public services, confer- 
red upon him the dignity of Knighthood. 
In 1860 he was appointed, jointly with Sir 
Allan Macnab, to the honorary rank of a 
Colonel in the British army, and Aide-de- 
Camp to Her Majesty the Queen, and in this 
capacity he formed one of the suite of His 
Royal Highness the Prince of.W ales during 
his tour in Canada in the autumn of 18GO. 
After an absence of nearly seven years 
from official life, Sir Etienne was again con- 
strained to come to the front as the head 
of an A<lministration. The circumstances 
under which he did so are well known to 
most of our readers. The balance of par- 
ties had become so nearly even that no 
Government coul<l feel safe, and legislation 
was almost impossible. When the Sand- 
fiel!l 
1acdonal<l-Dorion Government fell, 
in February, 1864, there was practically a 
dead-lock in public aff..'Úrs. The late 1\Ir. 


Blair, who had been Provincial Secretary 
in the deposed Administration having failed 
to get together a Cabinet, the Governor- 
General applied to Sir Etienne Taché, upon 
whom the hopes of the Conservati ves at 
this time were centred. Sir Etienne 11ad 
come through the ordeal of a long official 
life, at a time when party feeling ran high, 
and when the party press wa." not over- 
scrupulous in its attacks upon public men, 
without a stain upon his name, and moder- 
ate men looked to him as the man above 
all others calculated to bring confidence 
to an Administration, and to secure for it 
that support which would be essential to its 
success. Sir Etienne yielded to the pres- 
sure brought to bear upon him, and with 
the assistance of his old colleague, )1r. John 
A. Macdonald, formed an Administration 
which bears their joint names. It did not 
stand, however. It was indeed impossible 
that any Administration should stand, un- 
less upon sufferance. The Taché-l\Iacdonald 
Government was defeated before it ha<l been 
in existence three months. Then followed 
the negotiations which resulted in Confed- 
eration. Sir Etienne lent his assistance to 
bring about the new order of things, and 
presided as Chairman at the Quebec Con- 
ference. But he was by this time nearly 
seventy years old, and the strain and ex- 
citement of the times told seriously upon his 
health. After the Conference he returne<l 
to his home at St. Thomas an unmistakable 
invalid. He continued to take an interest 
in public affairs during the few months of 
life that remained to him, but his own share 
in them was over. He died on the 30th of 
I July, 1865. 
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D R. PUNSHON'S residence in Canada 
was of only about five years' dura- 
tion, but it wa,> fraught with such impor- 
tant results to the religious Body where- 
with he is immediately connected-a Body 
forming a large and influential element in 
Canadian life
as to well entitle him to a 
place in these pages. 
William Morley Punshon, the greatest 
living pulpit exponent of Wesleyan Method- 
ism, was born at Doncaster, in the "
est 
Riding of Yorkshire, England, on Royal 
Oak Day-the 29th of .May-Ib24. He 
was an only child, and was named in honour 
of his maternal grandfather, Mr. William 
Morley, a timber merchant and shipowner. 
His father was a linen draper carrying on 
business in Doncaster. His mother was a 
da,ughter of the abovenamed Mr. William 
.Morley, and a sister of Sir Isaac Morley, of 
Beechfield, Doncaster, a magistrate of the 
West Riding, and one of the senior magis- 
trates of the Borough. The entire family 
connection were in comfortable circum- 
stances, amI during his early years William 
Morley Punshon enjoye<l excellent educa- 
tional advantages, of which he duly avail- 
ed himself. He attended various private 
schools in his native town, and in his 
thirteenth year entered the local Grammar 
School, with a view to preparing himself 
for matriculation at a university. Why 
this intention was not carried out does not 
appear. It seems probable that some re- 


verse of fortune had occurred in the family 
aff..9.irs, as it was deemed necessary that the 
young man should be put in the way of 
earning his living. In 1838, when he was 
fourteen years of age, he was placed in the 
service of his maternal grandfather, Mr. 
\ViIliam Morley, who had some time before 
removed his place of business from Don- 
caster to Hull. He <leveloped unusual tal- 
ents for business, and wa,> soon entrusted 
with the performance of important duties 
such as are commonly assigned only to per- 
sons of mature age and experience. He 
had not long been engage(l in commercial 
life before he became seriously impressed 
on the subject of religion. His religious 
training had been strict, for his parents 
were God-fearing people, with high ideas 
on the subject of man's responsibilities to 
his Maker. They are described by a con- 
temporary English writer as "people who 
made religion the practice as well as the 
profession of their lives-who put on relig- 
ion, not as a conventional garb like the 
evening dress which now-a-days passes as 
the emblem of respectability, but as the 
armour which was to protect them through 
the trials and temptations of life." Their 
son, however, does not appear to have con- 
ceived any serious impressions while he re- 
mained under the parental roof. It was 
not until after he had gone out into the 
world, and had seen something of its ways, 
that the lessons of his cllÍldhood bore fruit. 
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In his eighteenth year he united him<;elf to 
the 'Yesleyan Methodists, and almost im- 
me<liately afterwar<ls felt himself called 
upon to embrace the profession of the 
ministry. For this calling he possesse<l 
many natural advantages, among which 
must be numbere<l a large an<l robust frame, 
a commanding presence, a rich fund of 
choice language, and a remarkably impres- 
sive delivery. He preached his first sermon 
soon after completing his eighteenth year, 
at a village called Ellerby, in the neighbour- 
hood of Hull. 
otwithstanding his youth, 
the sermon is said to have been charac- 
terized, not only by singular power and 
eloquence, but by a maturity and depth of 
thought such as is not often heard, even 
from a preacher of advanced years and long 
experience in the pulpit. Soon after this 
time his uncle retired from commercial life, 
and the suhject of this sketch, though he 
was fully resolved to become a preacher 
upon reaching manhood, continued for a 
short period to occupy himself with mer- 
cantile affairs. He was transfeITed to the 
seaport town of Sunderland, in the county 
of Durham, where an extcn!>ive branch of 
the business was carrie<l on by his uncle's 
successors. While stationed there his re- 
ligious convictions became strengthene<l, 
and he devoted to stUlly every moment that 
he coul<l spare from his business pur
uits, 
in order to qualify himself for the sacre<l 
calling to which he ha<l determined to <le- 
vote his future life. He enlisted himself in 
the service a<; a "local preacher," a prepara- 
tory ministeriai office, the duties of which 
are always exacted of canf1idates aspiring 
to enter the Wesleyan pastorate. Four 
years later, awl after he hall passed a short 
probationary term at thl' Wesleyan Col- 
lege at Richmond, in Surrey, he was ap- 
pointed to his first pastoral charge at Mar- 
den, in the county of Kent. His congre- 
gation there was chiefly compose<l of per- 
sons who had seceded from the Episcopal 
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Church in con!>c'luence of the ritualistic 
I observances of the clergyman of the parish. 
The earnestness and eloquence of the young 
'Ve!>leyan, as well as his personal character, 
made him very acceptable as a pastor to the 
little congregation at Marden. Persons who 
bore but a scant degree of good-will to 
"Dissenters" in general sometimes present- 
ed themsekes at the chapel to listen to his 
earnest appeals and glowing oratory. He 
remained in his charge only a few months, 
however. At the Conference he1<1 in UH5 
-at which period he was only twenty-one 
years of age-he was appointed to a charge 
in the north-western part of Cumberlan<l, 
where he ha<l to encounter much opposition 
from the local magnates, who looked upon 
all phases of dissent with very unfavourahle 
eyes. He was next transferre<l to the more 
responsible charge of Whitehaven, in the 
same county. His reputation had precelle<l 
him thither, and people flocked from all 
parts of the country to be thrille<l by his 
powerful eloquence. He completed the 
term of his probation at Carlisle, an<l in the 
summer of IS49 he was regularly ordainell 
to the ministry at the Oldham Street 
Chapel, in Manchester, upon which occasion 
he delivered a thrilling address wherein 
was embodietl an account of his own 
spiritual experiences. He sub!>equently 
ministered in various parts of England, in- 
cluding Newcastle-on-Tyne, Sheffield, and 
Bristol. Wherever he went he attracted a 
large share of attention, and di<l much to- 
wards strengthening the 'Y csleyan Body. 
He visited London on several occasions, and 
there, as elsewhere, his addresses, whether 
from the pulpit or the platform, received 
very wi<le and favourable recognition. In 
185X he removed to Lon<lon, where he pub- 
lished a volume of poems, entitle<l " Lays of 
Hope;" awl also se\'eral lectures, including 
those on " John Bunyan," and" The Hugue. 
nots," with which Canadian audiences are 
familiar. He for SOllie time ministere<l to 
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a congregation in Bayswater, one of the 
most attractive districts of London; and 
afterwards had charge of Islington Chapel, 
in the northern reaches of the capital. 
His reputation as an eloquent preacher 
had long been known in this country, and 
at the General Conference of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church of Canada, held in 1867. 
it was resolve<l to apply to the British Con- 
ference for the appointment of Mr. Pun- 
shon as their President. The British Con- 
ference acceded to this request on the part 
of their Canadian brethren, an<l granted 
Mr. Punshon leave to go to Canada, with 
permission to remain, if desired to do so by 
the Canadian Conference. Mr. Punshon 
a vailed himself of the permission so granted. 
The very flattering terms of an address 
which was presented to him on his depar- 
ture from his native land affords abundant 
testimony of the high estimation in which 
he was held by the Methodist Body there. 
He arrived in Canada in the early summer 
of 1868, and preside<l at the Annual Con- 
ference, hel<l in July of that year. He was 
subsequently reëlected to the Presidential 
Chair five times in succession. 
Canadian Methodism has always been 
well able to hold its own without any ex- 
traneous aid, but there is no manner of 
doubt that Mr. Punshon's five years' resi- 
dence here gave an impetus to the Bo
ly 
which will be felt for many generation.
 to 
come. He preached and lectured to im- 
mense crowds in nearly every important 
city an<l town of the Dominion, and every 
sermon and lecture wa
 a fresh triumph. 
His pulpit oratory, though calm and free 
from adventitious display, was marvellously 
powerful and effective. His elocution was 
almost perfect. Some of his lectures, on 
the other hand, were marked by lofty and 
impassioned flights of oratory which liter- 
ally took his audiences by storm. Among 
those which will long be remembered by all 
who hear<l them were his two discourses on 


"Macaulay," and "Daniel in Babylon." "Mr. 
Punshon's -lecturf's," says the English writer 
previously quoted, " brought him much and 
immediate popularity from the Canadian 
people. Throughout his vigorous and ani- 
mating eloquence there was a deep, fault- 
less vein of human sympathy-a sympathy 
which at once lays strong hoM of his hearers, 
softening their passions, and intensifying 
their affections. The newspapers were 
daily aglow with the praises of the man, 
and Canadian Methodism reflected back, so 
to speak, the light which English Methodism 
for the time being had lost." In addition 
to his ministrations in Canada he delivered 
frequent sermons and lectures in the United 
States, where he was received with as much 
enthusiasm as here. 
For some years prior to Mr. Punshon's 
arrival in Canada a strong feeling had been 
growing among the Wesleyan Body in To- 
ronto that the accommodation at their dis- 
posal wa.<i inadequate to their requirements, 
and unworthy of the high and influential 
position which they occupied in this com- 
munity. The year of his arrival (1868) was 
marked by active measures, in which he 
took a prominent part, for the erection of a 
central church edifice which should be pro- 
portionate in splendour and accommodation 
to the status of Wesleyan Methodism in 
Toronto. Magill Square, comprising three 
and a quarter acres of land, was purchaseù, 
and the erection of the Metropolitan Church 
was proceeded with. Upon its completion 
it was pronounced by Mr. Punshon himself 
-who wa." entitled to speak with authority 
on such a subject-to be unequalled among 
the Metho<list churches of the world. It 
was at one time hoped that Mr. Punshon 
might be induced to accept the pastorate, 
but though its vaulted aisles have fre- 
yuently reëchoed to the reverberating tones 
of his eloquence, he could not see his way to 
taking up his permanent abode in Canada. 
Early in 1
71 he was chosen to represent 
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the ('anadian ('hurch at the Annual 'Ves- 
leyan Methodist Conference held in )Ian- 
chester in July of that year. He was en- 
thusiastically welcomed there; and during 
his stay in England preached in the Metro- 
politan Tabernacle in N ewington Butts, 
London, on behalf of the Wesleyan Metro- 
politan Chapel Building Fund. It can 
hardly be necessary to inform the reader 
that" The Tabernacle" is the spacious place 
of worship in which 
Ir. Spurgeon has for 
many years preached. The great Baptist 
preacher gave up his pulpit to Mr. Punshon 
for the occa."ion, and occupied the rostrum 
by his side. This episode wa." widely Com- 
mented upon alike by the religious and the 
secular press, as an illustration of that lib- 
eral spirit which impels really great spirits 
to discard tradition and lay a."ide secta- 
rian differences for the advancement of true 
Christianity. 
Mr. Punshon returned to Toronto in 
September. During the following year he, 
as one of the representatives of the British 
Confcrence, attended the General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church of 
the United States, held at Brooklyn, upon 
which occasion he delivered what has been 
described as "one of the most finished and 
per<;uasive, beautiful and brilliant utterances 
ever delivered before the General Confer- 
ence. His residence in Canada was also 
marke<l by his successful exertions in pro- 
moting an adequate endowment to the 
University of Victoria College, Cobourg. 
He returne<l to England in June, 1873. 
When his intention to leave Canada was 
made known, the announcement was re- 
ceived with regret throughout the land, not 
by the Methodist Body alone, but by a large 
number of the adherents of other religious 
bo<lies. It was felt that he had brought a 
blessing with him, and that his going would 
be a loss. The loss was of course felt most 
keenly by the )Iethodist community, and 
he took with him flattering and substan- 
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tial testimonials of their appreciation of the 
great service he had <lone them. Soon after 
his arrival in England he was appointed 
pastor of Warwick Chapel, Kensington; and 
in July, 18ï4, he was elected Presi<lent of 
the Conference for the ensuing year. From 
that time down to the present he ha." been 
one of the missionary secretaries of the 'Yes- 
leyan Missionary Society, whose emissaries 
are to be found, as is well known, in every 
part of the world. Dr. Punshon is now the 
senior secretary of that Society. 
It is generally concede<l that Mr. Pun- 
shon's services to Methodism in England 
have been paramount to those of any living 
divine. Even in a land which maintains 
a connection between Church and State, 
hampered by all the aristocratic traditions 
which such a connection of necessity en- 
genders, the disciples of John Wesley are 
no longer looked upon as composing a dif- 
ferent or<ler of humanity from Episcopa- 
lians. All men and all sect" have been com- 
pelled to recognize the fact that Methodism 
is a mighty influence for good, and a potent 
factor in society. Its preachers number 
among their ranks men of lcarning and 
ability, fit to cope with the divines of any 
creed, and of a character and social posi- 
tion which no State can affect to despise. 
Their influence is more or less felt in every 
parish of the United Kingdom, and, to their 
praise be it spoken, it ha." always been ex- 
erted on the side of human liberty and 
human progress. This state of things has 
of course not been brought about by one 
man or by one generation; but it has 
never been so apparent as during the last 
quarter of a century, and no one has con- 
tributed in a higher degree to compel its 
wide recognition than has William )Iorley 
Punshon. 
In addition to the works already men- 
tioned, 
Ir. Punshon has published a sec- 
ond volume of poems, entitled "Sabbath 
Chimes," and a volume of four sermons on 
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the Prodigal Son, besides several pamphlets 
on theological subjects. 
He has been thrice married. His first 
wife, to whom he wa.., united during his 
residence at Newcastle-on-Tyne, shortly 
after his ordination, was Miss Vickers, of 
Gateshead. This lady survived her mar- 
riage about ten years. His union with his 
second wife, who was a sister of the first, 
took place soon after his removal from 
England to Canaùa; and her death, in Oc- 
tober, 1b71, awakened a wide-spread sym- 
pathy for the bereaved husband, both in 
Canada and in England. This second mar- 
riage, which was not in accordance with 


prevalent law and usage, evoked much 
comment - and criticism at the time, but 
did not affect Mr. Punshon's popularity or 
Llsefulness. On the 17th of June, 187:3, 
he married his third wife, who wa.,> Mis'! 

lary Foster, a daughter of the late Mr. 
William Foster, of Sheffield. This lady 
still sur vi ves. He ha.'5 several children by 
his first wife. His degree of M.A. was 
I conferred upon him many years ago by 
the Middletown University, in the State 
of Connecticut. His degree of LL.D. wa... 
conferred by the University of Victoria 
College, Cobourg, during his residence in 
Canada. 
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l\I R. 
IOUSSEA U was born at Berthier, I 
1 in Lower Canada, in the month of 
July, 18:38. He is a son of M. Louis Mous- 
seau, by Sophie Duteau de Grand Pré, and 
a grandson of M. Alexis Mousseau, who for 
many years occupied a seat in the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the Province of Quebec. 
He received his e(lucation chiefly at the 
Berthier Academy, and after completing it 
he studied law, first in the office of the Hon. 
Louis Auguste Olivier, now a Puisné Judge 
of the Superior Court of Quebec; second, in 
the office of the Hon. Thomas Kennedy 
Ramsay, now a Puisné Judge of the Court 
of Queen's Bench for that Province; and 
third, in the office of the late Judge Drum- 
mond and the present Judge Belanger. In 
18üO he was called to the Bar of his native 
Province, at which he soon won a creditable 
place. Like many other young professional 
men, he took a keen interest in journalism, 
and contributed largely to the periodical 
press. He was one of the founders of L( 
Colonisut('w' newspaper, in 1862, and of 
I/Upiniúl1, l
ltMiql(,e, in 1870. He is the 
author of a pamphlet published in 18G7 in 
defence of the scheme of Confederation. 
He also wrote a brochure entitled Om'dined 
et DUfJu('t, t'ictÙnes de 1/$.17-88. 
In 1873 he wa.
 created a Queen's Coun- 
sel. He first entered public life at the gen- 
eral election of 1874, when he was returned 
in the Conservative interest as the repre- 
I sentative of the county of Bagot in the 
L IV-26 


House of Commons. He represented that 
constituency all through the Third Parlia- 
ment. At the general election held on the 
17th of September, 1878, he presented him- 
"elf to his constituents for reëlection, and 
was returned by a majority of 161 votes 
over his opponent, 
[r. Chagnon. During 
his first Parliamentary session, from 1874 to 
1878, he took a prominent part in the dis- 
cussion of the question of amnesty to the 
insurgents in the North-'Vest. He advo- 
cated "a full and complete amnesty, covering 
all offences committed in the N orth- 'Vest 
previous to the establishment of a Consti- 
tutional Government there." Throughout 
his whole Parliamentary career he has taken 
an intelligent part in the debates on eco- 
nomical questions. The Supreme Court 
and the insolvency laws have also engaged 
a due share of his attention a... a member 
of Parliament. During the session of 1879 
he took a specially active part in the de- 
bates of the House. He took an uncom- 
promising stand on the Letellier question, 
and early in the session moved and carried 
a resolution declaring that the dismissal by 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec of his 
.Ministers on the second day of March, 
lK7K, was, under the circumstances, unwise 
and subversive of the position accorded to 
the advisers of the Crown since the conces- 
sion of the principle of Responsible Govern- 
ml'nt to the British North American Colo- 
meso This wa.'! exactly the same resolu- 
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tion as hall been otfere<l by Sir John Mac- 
donald during the session of 1R78, an<l de- 
feated. 1111'. 
Iousseau, in renewing it, ex- 
pressly denied that he was actuated by any 
political motive, lmt protested that he had 
in view simply to uphold the great political 
principle of free and respoI1'iible govern- 
ment, whieh in his estimation Mr. Letellier 
harl violaterl in dismissing the De Boucher- 
ville A<lministration. He reviewed ex- 
haustively the correspondence in the C&'ie, 
contending (1) that even were the rea'ions 
alleged by His Hunuur for that act suhstan- 
tially accurate as to the facts, they wouM 
have formed no sufficient justification of hiR 
conduct; and (2) that the reasons alleged 
were valueless, and were characterized by 
serious errors and inaccuracies. He quote<l 
various constitutional authorities to show 
that Mr. Letellier's conception of the rights 
and pri vileges of the Crown were exagger- 
ate<l and incorrect, and he repudiated the 
statement that the COLI}J d'état had received 
the bona .fi(lc support of the people of the 
Province of Quebec. 


On the nth of February, 1879, Mr. :Mous- 
seau delivered a lecture on "Lord Durham, 
1837-1877," before the ConservatÏ\Te Club 
of St. Hyacinthe, which was responded to 
by a very flattering address on the part of 
the Club, and which was reviewed by the 
newspapers of the day in very compliment- 
ary terms. .Mr. Mousseau's abilities, and 
his cminent services to the Conservative 
Party, obtained recognition in the month of 
November la'it, when he was invited to ac- 
cept a seat in the Cabinet a'i President of 
the Council. He responde<<l favourably to 
the invitation, and was duly sworn into 
office. His political platform is repr('sented 
by a contemporary as being, "to have 
British North America erected into a grand 
empire under the auspices and with the in- 

titutiOI1'i of the mother country." 
1111'. Muusseau marriell l\Iarie Louise Her- 
selie, eldest daughter of Leopold Des Rosiers, 
notary, of Berthier. He is at present senior 
partner in the well-known Montreal law 
tirm of Messrs. Mousseau, Archambault ,
 
Monk. 
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l I R. A
GLI
 was born at ClonakiIty, 
.1\ Cork County, Ireland, on the 31st of 
August, 11')22. His father, Francis Anglin, 
was for lUany years an officer in the civil 
service of the East India Company. His 
lUother was Joanna, daughter of Timothy 
Warren and Isabel Haliburton. He was 
originally intended for a profession, and 
received a liberal education at the en- 
dowed Grammar School of his native town. 
The dreadful famine of IS1-ü-7, howe\-er, 
changed the whole current of his plans. 
While struggling to save from ruin the 
property on which hi.. J'elatives depended 
fur support, and from which he had hoped 
to derive the means of pursuing the pro- 
fessional career for which he had been pre- 
paring, he beheld the famine-stricken peo- 
ple dying and starving around him. He 
remained among them until 184D, doing 
what he could to help them in their strug- 
gles with the destroyer. In the spring of 
that year he emigrated to St. John, 
 ew 
Brun"wick, where he soon made for him- 
self a comfortable home. He turned his at- 
tention to journalism, for which profession 
his talents and abilities were peculiarly 
suited. He posst'ssed a good English edu- I 
cation, had a liberal acquaintance with the 
Latin language, and considerable knowledge I 
of English and foreign contemporary poli- I 
tics. Erelong he found himself occupying 
a leading position in his new home. With 
the assistance of some friends who recog- 
nized his intellectual worth he, in August, 


IS1-D, established the Weekly Fl'eem,an. 
This journal he published until the autumn 
of IS.jO, when it was suspended, and in 
February, IR:>I, the MUI"nillg F/"ccrnan (tri- 
weekly) was founded. The latter was a 
thoroughly Liberal paper, and soon suc- 
ceeded in exerting great influence on the 
local political thought of the day. It al- 
ways maintained its high character as a 
well-written journal, was the recognized 
mouthpiece of the Roman Catholic,> of New 
Brunswick, and while it lacked certain 
features of the true newspaper, was always 
valuable as the medium through which Ur. 
Anglin ad,lressed his readers. He support- 
ed the Liberal Party then in power. The 
Government, however, permitted the Pro- 
hibitive Liquor Bill to become law, and this 
greatly displeased )11'. Anglin, who opposed 
the measure, and took the ground that in a 
matter of such importance the 
Iinistry must 
be helù responsible for what was done by the 
Legislature. When he failed to induce the 
Liberal leaders, who were not Prohibition- 
i!its, to take this view of the case, and sepa- 
rate themselves from the ultra-temperance 
party, he felt it to be his duty to go into 
acti\ e ()pposition, amI to support 
lessrs. 
Wilmot anù Gray and their associates, as 
the only means of getting rid of a measure 
which he thought so injurious to the country. 
U mler the new Administration the Prohibi- 
tory Act was repealed, but the Government 
was not a strong one, and in the following 
I year (1
.jï) it collapsed, and the Liberals, 
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with 
'[r. Tilley, again took charge of af- 
fairs, Mr. Charles Fisher becoming Attor- 
ney-General. l\Ir. Anglin, however, con- 
tinued to support the Party he had used to 
get rid of the Prohibitory law, and he did 
so with much zeal and vigour, because he 
had lost faith entirely in the men who, as 
he thought: had allowed the Prohibitory 
Bill to become law when they really dis- 
approved of it. Mr. Anglin never changed 
his mind regarding that Act, and the atti- 
tude assumed towards it by the Liberal Ad- 
ministration. 
In I
GO he was elected one of the repre- 
sentatives of the city and county of St. John 
in the House of Assembly. He was the 
first Roman Catholic, it is said, who was ever 
elected to represent that constituency, which 
is largely Protestant. He at once took an 
important part in the discussion of all mat- 
ters which affected the public interest. He 
was an active mover in the first efforts 
which were made for the construction of 
the European and North American Rail- 
way, now a portion of the Intercolonial. 
These efforts for some years appeared hope- 
less enough, and when Mr. Archibald and 
the representatives of Messrs. Peto, Brassey 
&: Co. proposed to build it on terms which 
seemed favourable, he was prompt in ac- 
cepting those terms. When the Fisher 
Cabinet proposed to buyout the contrac- 
tors and build the road through Commis- 
sioners, he approved of that proposal also, 
and gave the Government what assistance 
he could, though he afterwards attacked 
them severely because he fancied he de- 
tected the germs of jobbery in the man- 
ner in which the work was carried on. 
When a proposal was made that the In- 
tercolonial should be constructed under 
an arrangement which would throw two- 
sevenths of the whole cost on the Province 
of New Brunswick, he opposed it. When 
the question of Confederatiun was proposed 
he became one of the leaders in opposi- 
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tion to the movement. With his tongue 
and pen he argued against the adoption of 
the Quebec scheme, on the grounds that 
he did not believe, as some declared, that 
the proposed Union of the Provinces was 
absolutely necessary for the purposes of 
defence, or the continuance of British con- 
nection, and that a very large increase in 
the rate of taxation in New Brunswick 
would be the direct result of the political 
change contemplated. He also condemned 
the Union because he considered that it 
would act disadvantageously towards the 
manufacturing interests of the Province. 
When the Legislature was dissolved and the 
question submitted to the people, Mr. Ang- 
lin was a successful candidate for the city 
and county of St. John. The Anti-Con- 
federates were returned by overwhelming 
majorities, and Mr. Anglin became a mem- 
ber, without office, of the Albert J. Smith 
Administration. During the campaign he 
pledged himself to build the road intended 
to connect the Province with the United 
States as a Government work, contending 
that so important a main road should be con- 
structed, owned and managed by the coun- 
try. Some months later, when his colleagues 
in the Government resolved to let the work 
to a company formed in St. John which had 
really no capital, and to approve of its be- 
ing built by a party of speculators from 
over the border, he resigned his seat in the 
Council. He continued, however, to support 
the Government, because it was opposed to 
Confederation. A popular agitation set in, 
the cry of "No Popery" was raised, and 
Roman Catholicism, always very strong in 
Mr. Anglin, was bitterly attacked. He was 
charged with being disloyal to the Empire, 
and declared to be a Fenian of the worst 
type, and a small body of these gentry ap- 
pearing at a convenient time on the New 
Brunswick border, and the proclamation 
which their leader, Mr. B. D. Killian, issued, 
inviting the Anti-Confederates to cooperate 
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with him and resist British tyranny, lent 
colour to these charges. The Fenians prom- 
ised the New Brunswickers legislative in- 
dependence if they would link their for- 
tunes with them, and in other ways at- 
tempted to prominently identify themselves 
with the anti-Union movement. Of course 
the disunionists paid no heed to the bland- 
ishments of the ruffians over the border. 
Ridiculous as this Fenian excitement ap- 
pears now, it did wonderful service in 
changing the minds of the people during 
the memorable struggle of ISß6. The re- 
ligious question was also imported into the 
fight, and men were openly told that by 
voting for 
Ir. Anglin they would encourage 
the worst form of Ultramontanism. The 
Province became thoroughly alarmed and 
disorganized. The Smith Government was 
wedged out and the Legislature dissolved. 
A general election followed, the Anti-Con- 
federates were signally defeated, and Mr. 
Anglin lost his election in St. John. In 
the elections which followed in ISü7, for 
the House of Commons, he became a candi- 
date for the county of Gloucester. He was 
returned, his majority being nearly four 
hundred. In IH72 he wa.'! reëlected, and in 
11-;74 he was returned Ly a show of hands. 

Ir. Anglin has contrived to do a great 
deal in the way of influencing public opinion 
in his adopted home. In debate he has few 
equals in the Canadian ParlianlPnt, and 
his wonderful memory for figures and facts, 
his skill in attack, and his vast political 
knowleclge at once proclaim him a man of 
no ordinary mind. Up to 18fì7 he was con- 
spi<,uous only for the prolific and powerful 
character of his pen. It is since then that 
he has a<,hieved his fame as a public speaker 
and debater. He has always had the cour- 
age of his upinions, and a good rleal of his 
strength was expended in his denunciation 
of the )I" ew Brunswick School Act. Thor- 
oughly in accord with the views of the 
Catholic bi:-;hops and laity, he took strong 
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ground on this question, and was so far 
successful in his lahours that in many parts 
of the Province a compromise was effected 
which gave to those of his faith permission 
to have their own schools and teachers, and 
to give religious instruction before or after 
3chool hours. 
On the 26th of March, 1874, Mr. Anglin 
was unanimously elected Speaker of the 
House of Commons. On the 7th of April, 
1877, Mr. Mackenzie Bowell moved a reso- 
lution to the effect that the printing con- 
tract held by the Speaker with the Gov- 
ernment was an infringement of the In- 
dependence of Parliament Act. An active 
debate followed, and the next day the mo- 
tion was negatived by 111 to 72, when 
Mr. Ca'ley moved that the question of Mr. 
Anglin's printing contract be referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 
This Committee did not report until the day 
of prorogation, at too late an hour for the 
House to take action on the question. The 
decision at which the Committee arrived, 
however, was that the seat was voided, 
and during the recess which followed, the 
Speaker resigned and was reëlected by his 
constituents. On Parliament a'lSembling in 
1878 he was again chosen Speaker. He 
filled this responsible office with great dig- 
nity and ability. His rulings, often involv- 
ing immense research among conflicting 
constitutional authorities, were always ren- 
dered with strict impartiality and justice. 
In September, 1878, when the general elec- 
tions were held throughout the Dominion, 
he was elected for Glouce'lter without op- 
position. Sir John Macdonald returned to 
power, and the ex-
peaker took his seat as 
one of the leading members of the Oppo- 
sition. 
He has been twice married: first in 1853, 
to his cousin, Margaret O'Ryan; and sec- 
ond in September, lSG2, to Miss 
IcTavish, 
daughter of the late Alexander 
lcTavish, 
of St. J ohn, 
 .B. 
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L IEUTENANT-GOYER
OR "lL
lOT 
belongs to the same family as the late 
Judge Wilmot, whose life has already ap- 
peared in these pages. He is a grandson of 
the )lajor Lemuel Wilmot mentioned in the 
former sketch, and a son of the late John M. 
\Vilmot, who for many years represented 
the county of St. Juhn in the Legislative 
Assembly of New Brunswick. His mother, 
prior to her marriage, was Miss Susan Har- 
riet Wiggins, daughter of Ur. Samuel Wig- 
gins, a prominent merchant of St. .J OllU. 
He wa,> born at Fredericton, New Bruns- 
wick, on the lûth of October, IHOD. When 
he was in his tifth 
vear hi-; parents remove.! 
to St. John, where he suon afterwards began 
to attt'wl school, awl where his e(lucation 
has heen chiefly received. 1::pon reaching 
manhoOfl he engage.! in lm,.,iness as a ship- 
ownpr awl miller at St. John. He su!JS('- 
quently resi(led in Liverpuul, Englan(l, but 
returnell to St. John ahmt 1
40. 
He tirst entered public lite in IH4û, when 
he wa.,> returned to the Legislative Assem- 
bly of New Brunswick as representative of 
the city and county of St. John. He repre- 
sented that constituency for a continuou'i 
period of fifteen years, during which he 
was twice a memher of the Executive Coun- 
cil-viz., from IS51 to 1
54, when he hell I 
office 8.'; Surveyor-Gf'neral in the Partelow 
(;uvermuent; and again from 1
.>{j to IH.i7 
in the \Vilmot an.! Gray Government. He 
ma(le an excellent hea(l of a Department. 


From It)ûl to 18(j.) he remained out of 
Parliament. During the last-named year 
he was again returned for St. Juhn, and 
sat for that constituency until Confedera- 
tion, when, in the month of 1\lay, 18û7, he 
was called to the :-5enate by Royal Procla- 
mation. Upon the formation of Sir John 
Macdonald's Government in October, ISiS, 
Mr. Wilmot wa,> sworn of the Privy Coun- 
cil, without portfolio. He was immediately 
afterwards appointed Speaker of the Sen- 
ate, as successor to the Hun. David Christie, 
a position which he retained until the 10th 
of February, 1880, when he resigned, and 
accepted the Lieutenant-Governorship of 
hi" native Province, as successor to the late 
Hon. Edward Barron Chandler. 
He has always held strong views in fa- 
\ uur of protectiun, awl has alsu lJeen a 
strenuous a.h'ucate I)f papPI' currency in 
New Brunswick. 
In 18:J:3 he married )Iiss 
[owatt, of St. 
Andrews. In IS4!) he was Mayor of the 
city of St. .John. He was Surveyor-Gen- 
eral of the Province of New Brunswick 
from H,.il to lS34, awl Provincial Secretary 
from 18.')6 to 18.>7. In 18(j.) he was a dele- 
gate on behalf of his Province to the Con- 
federate Council of Trade held at Quebec; 
and in December, 18ûG, attended the Union 
Conference held in London, England. In 
IS76 he was a Commissioner on behalf of 
Canada to the Centennial Exhibition held 
at Phila(lelphia. 
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THE HOX. PIERRE J. O. CHAUVEAU, 


Q.c., D.C.L., LL.D. 


l I B.. CHATYEAH unites the qualities of 
Ü the astute politician with those of the 
graceful man of letters. His life has been a 
series of surprises to his friemk and while 
he has neVer developed remarkable capacity 
as an administrative officer, his fine personal 
qualities have enabled him to carry himself 
and his Party successfully through many a 
bitter and exciting period. He has generally 
been happy in his surroundings, amI though 
utterly unskilful in attack, he ha.<; made 
himself famous by the boldness, defiance 
and vigour with which he has conducted 
himself in defence. He has never led a 
charge, but many a formillable blow has 
been turned and warded oft. with the skill 
and adroitness of a complete master of fence. 
He ha.<; always interested himself in the 
cau')e of education, and for forty years his 
name ha., been conspicuous as one of the 
brightest minlls in that poetic and romantic 
school of literature which a coterie of talent- 
ed young French Canadian journalists and 
lawyers inaugurated in the Lower Province 
a.') far back as 1840-a literature which is 
native to the soil, anI) has its counterpart 
in no other part of the globe. 
He was born on the :30th of 
[ay, 11'1:20, 
at Quebec. His father was a merchant, and 
the lineal descendant of one of the oldest 
and most respectable families of Charles- 
bourg. He died while his son wa') but a 
chillI, and the early training of the boy was 
confide.l to the care of 
Ir. Joseph Roy anli 


Judge Hamel, his grandfather anll uncle 
respectively. Under such tutorship he made 
good progress. He went through a course 
of studies at the old Seminary of Quebec, 
amI after graduating "ith high honours, 
entered the law offices of 
[t'ssrs. Hamel &: 
Roy, and (later) tho!'e of Mr.-afterwards 
.J mlge-Stnart. He at one time intended 
to become a priest, but snbseqlll'ntly changed 
his mind, and took up the legal profe,.,sion 
as his calling in life. 
At an early age he began writing for the 
newspapers. His efforts were appreciated 
by the public, and while his poems in Le 
Canadien found acceptance alllong scholars, 
his letters on politics and social topics won 
for him many words of praise from the 
readers of Le ('oIl/Tiel" des Etlfts rni
, in 
which journal they appeared regularly for 
about eleven years. In 1844 he wa" returned 
to Parliament for (-luebec County, beating 
his opponent, the Hon. John X eilson, hy a 
majority of over 1,000 votes. From that 
year until 18.).) he continued a member of 
the Assembly, always representing the sallIe 
constituency. Up to 1841'1 he supported .Mr. 
Lafontaine, but at the clo')e of the elections 
in that year the popular Reformer found 
himself so strong that the Quebec support 
was not essential to him. He failed to con- 
sult the members for the district, and 
Jr. 
Cham"eau, smarting under the slight, at once 
\\ ithdrew his allegiance, and transferred it 
to 
Ir. Papineau, who welcomed him with 
_J 
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open arms. \Vhen the Rebellion Losses 
Bill was up for debate in 184D, Mr. Chau- 
veau advocated in a striking speech the 
claims of the Bermuda exiles, and in the 
same year he obtained a committee to in- 
quire into the causes of the emigration of 
French Canadians to the United States. 
In November, 1851, under the Hincks- 
Morin Administration, he became Solicitor- 
General for Lower Canada, a post which he 
gave up in August, IS.,):
, to take the position 
of Provincial Secretary, with a seat in the 
Executive Council. This office he held until 
January, IS.i.'>, when he retired from the 
Government, and on being appointed in 
July Chief Superintendent of Education, as 
the successor to Dr. 
1eilleur, he devoted 
all his energies to the administration of the 
affairs of the department. In 1 1-;.') G Le 
Jounud de l'Im,tl'l/f.tion Pul}lique and The 
Joltl'lwl of Eduration were founded under 
his auspices. He was the editor of the 
former, and a frequent contributor to the 
latter. During his superintendency he visit- 
ed Europe, the British Isles and the United 
States, for the purpose of studying the 
various educational systems in those coun- 
tries, with a view towards the adoption in 
Canada, of the better points of each. 
He remained at the head of the schools 
until Confederation, when he was returned 
as the representative of Quebec County to 
both the House of Commons and the Que- 
bec House of Assembly. He took his seat 
in both Houses. In August, 18G7, Mr. 
Cauchon, unable to form a stable Govern- 
ment in Quebec,made way for Mr. Chauveau, 
who at once undertook the responsibility, 
and formed a strong Ministry. In lR73, 
owing to a difference between himself and 
his colleagues, he resigned his seat in the 
Cabinet, and subsequently was defeated 
in Charlevoix by :\1r. Tremblay. On the 
21st of February he was appointed Speaker 
of the Senate, and remained in that posi- 
tion until the 8th of January, 1874, when 


the Administration of Mr. Mackenzie came 
into power. He then resigned his seat in 
the Upper House. In September, 1877, he 
was nominated Sheriff of Montreal, which 
office he now fills with great acceptance. 
On the 22nd of 1tfay, 1878, Laval University 
conferred on him the honorary degree of 
LL.D. In 1840 he married Miss Moss, of 
Quebec, by whom he has had seven children. 
His literary life has been active, and he 
ha,> made a name for himself which extends 
beyond the limits of his home. His poems 
-delicate and graceful compositions-first 
brought him into fame. These were fol- 
lowed by his letters to Lc CIIII/Tiel' des Etats 
Unis, which were regularly copied into the 
Canadian papers of the time, from lS41 
to 1852. From 1847 to 1850 he wrote in 
poetry and prose, for Le Castm', La Fa ì/- 
tW'5rJlte, and La Rel'ltC Canadien ne. Later 
he contributed to varIous Lower Canadian 
periodicals. His novel-" Charles Guérin" 
-a really clever story, appeared in 18.')2, 
and made a marked sensation in Montreal 
and Quebec. His oration in July, 1
,j5, at 
the laying of the corner stone of the monu- 
ment dedicated to the memory of those who 
fell on the Plains of Abraham, was a per- 
formance that elevated him into the front 
rank of Canadian orators. It was afterwards 
published in pamphlet form. A sketch of 
the Prince of \Vales's tour in America fol- 
lowed, in French and in English, in 18Gl, 
and in September, 18G7, he pronounced the 
funeral oration over the grave of his dead 
friend, F. X. Garneau, the historian. L'In- 
stl'ltction PltlJliqlw au Canada, a statisti- 
cal anfl historical account of the progress 
of Education in Canada, was published in 
1876. Since then 
Ir. Chauveau has written 
for the newspapers and magazines in the 
spare moments which he has been able to 
snatch from other duties. His literary style 
has been much admired, and among living 
French Canadian writers he ranks as the 
acknowledged head. 



TIlE lIO
. CHARLES FlSIlER, 
\.l\I., D.C.L. 


T HE late Judge Fisher, though he was 
possessed of few or none of those 
qualitie
 which it i;, customary to associate 
with greatness, was one of the most useful 
and highly re:,pected men in 
 ew Bruns- 
wick. He figured largely in the two most 
important epochs in the Provincial history 
of his time-Responsible Government and 
Confederation-amI though he necessarily 
had to encounter bitter opposition, he seems 
to have made no personal enemies, and to 
have left behind him a host of pleasant and 
kindly remembrances. He was the grand- 
sun of 
lr. Peter Fisher, a U. E. Loyalist, of 
the Pro\Tince of X ew York, who settL
d in 
X ew Brunswick about the time of its be- 
ing constituted a separate Province. Peter 
Fisher had a son, also named Peter Fisher, 
who engaged in business as a lumber-mer- 
chant in Fredericton, where his son, the sub- 
ject of this sketch, was born in the month 
of September, lbOI->. 
Young Charles Fisher's boyhood gave no 
special promise. He was simply a good- 
tempered and by no means brilliant youth, 
who was attentive to his studies, and whose 
mind matured somewhat late. In his 
t\\ entieth year he matriculated at King's 
College, and three years later graduated as 
B.A. He studiell law in the office of the 
late Hon. G. F. Street, a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Council, who subsequently became 
a Judge of the Supreme Court of "New 
Brunswick. He wa,> admitted as an At- 
lY-27 


torney in IH:31, and began to practise in his 
native city. In 1
.)3 he wa
 called to the 
Bar of Xew Brunswick. In September, 
18:
(j, he married Uis,> Amelia Halfield, 
seventh daughter of 
1r. David Halfield, 
also a U. E. Loyalist from the Province of 
X ew York. X ext year he èntered public 
life as the colleague of Lemuel Allan 
\Vilmot in the representation of the county 
of York in the Provincial Âs,>embly. The 
struggle for Responsible Go\-ernment was 
I still in its infancy, but there were evi- 
dences that it would erelong attain a lusty 
manhood. Charles Fisher entered upon his 
I share of the struggle with no less conscien- 
tiommess and determination than his more 
brilliant colleague. Those were days when 
it needed no slight courage on the part of 
a young man beginning life to tight the 
battle of the people against the oligarchy. 
The subject of this sketch fought side by 
side with Mr. Wilmot until Responsible 
Government was conceded, and it was his 
hand which, in 1:-148, prepared the resolu- 
tion to the effect that Earl Grey's de- 
spatch of the previous year was as appli- 
èable to Xew Brun,>wick as to Xova Scotia.- 
The history of the contest which ended in the 
establishment of Responsible Government 
has been given at sufficient length in pre- 
vious sketche:,. 
lr. Fisher was a,>sociated 
with all the Liberal mea.'JlIres by which the 
history o f the contest was marked, inclu- 
.. See Vol. III., p. 161. 
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ding the reforms in the Civil Servicc and the Union. He accepted office as Attorney- 
securing of equal rights for all rcligious General in the Go\-ernment which, in 18GG, 
bodies. He continued to sit in the Assem- succeeded' the Anti-Confederate Go\'ern- 
bly for the county of York untillK.')(), when ment led by the Hon. (now Sir) Albert 
he was defeated. In IK.t-8 he became a Jame'5 Smith, and retained office until Con- 
member of the E"ecuti\-e Council, but de- federation was accompli-;hed. He attended 
dined to accept any office of emolument. the final Conference in London to secure 
He and his friend )lr. Wilmot were strongly the pas!'.age of the Briti!>h "X orth America 
censurell by many members of the Liberal Act in lK(jli-lií. Eight years prior to this 
Party for entering the GovernlllPnt, which time (in 18.j
) he had \'isited England as 
was a Conservative one. They were charged the co-delegate of the Hon. Albert James 
with desertion of their principles. The de- Smith, on business connected with the In- 
fence made by them was that their prin- terculonial Railway. At the fir:-.t election 
ciples had triumphell UPOll thp accomplish- after í'onfederation he was returned tu the 
ment of Re<;pon-;ible Government, and that House of Commons for the county of York 
they were indisposed to wage a mere war an(1 sat until the :3nlof October, 18(ið, when 
for office. he "as appointell a Pni!>né Judge of the 
In lk.j() )[1'. Fisher attelliled the famous 
upreme Court of Xew Brunswick. on the 
Railway CUll\-ention at Portland, as a dele- appointment of his old collpague, Lemuel 
gate. In ItJ.;2 he was appointed a Com- 
\llan Wilmot to the Lif'utenant-Uovernor_ 
missioner to codify and consolidate the ship of the Province. On the 14th of Oc- 
statute law of New Brunswick, and to in- tober, I ti(jt), he was appointed .J udge uf the 
quire into the procedure of the ('ourts of Court of Di\ orce and l\IatrinHlIlial Causes 
Law and E(}uity, and into the law of e\-i- for New Brunswick. From that date down 
dence. In l
.H he was again eleded for to the month of December last he continuecl 
York, and thenceforwar(1 cuntinued to rep- to discharge hi)oj judicial duties with great 
resent that constituency in the A<;sembly etticiency. He was pain<;taking and con- 
until lti{j:). In 1
.;.; he was crcated a scientious, rather than profoundly learned 
Quepn's Counsel. At the general election or bl'illiant, Jl11t he was an exceeùingly well- 
of 11-1.;7, the Government of the day was I reaù lawyer, and in constitutional law he 
Ilefpated on an appeal to the country, auel I was regarded as the highest authority in 
.Mr. Fisher, being on the winning sille, en- Xcw Brunswick In private life he was 
tered the new Government as Attorncy- I an c)"l'('edingly kind an(1 amiable man. His 
General. He held office ahout four ycars, death was a surlden and great surprise, for 
when, in ll->GI, he resign,'d both his office up to two or three days before he pa<;sed 
and his seat in the Government, in con- away he \Va" apparently in the e
joyment 
sequence of certain land troubles in which of ('),.cellent health, amI it was believeJ that 
he was invol\'ed. He rptained his scat a!> a years of unpretending usefulness were still 
private lIlemher. He espouse!! the Cunfe- before him. True. he had pas:-.ed by nearly 
deration project with much fervour, and Í\\ 0 years the allutted term of t1lree score 
attendeù the Quebec Confl'rence in ISG-l< as anù tpll, but he came of one of the old 
a delegate on behalf of hi" native Province. patriarcllal families of New Brunswick, 
His Union proclivities cost him his seat for and it is by no means uncommon to fiwl 
York at the election of Hi(j.;; but he was mcmbers of those families in the enjoyment 
I . . 
reëlected in 
Iarch, ISGG, and sat in the As- of good health an!1 consi(lerable vigour at 
sembly for his old cunstituency until the four!>core. The Judge was a man of fine 
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physical development, robust constitution, 
and regular donwstic habit,;, so that there 
was every rea,>on to predict that he woul!l 
live to an ad\'anced age. 
\.s matter of fact, 
snch a predict.ion wa" often ma(le by the 
Judge's friends, amI it wuuld tloubtless have 
heen verifieel but for accidental canses. 
During the first week of December last he 
caught a se\'ere cold, which settled upon 
his lungs, and produce!} an exhausting in- 
flammation, to which he rapidly succumhed. 
He died at his home in Fredericton on the 
morning of the Hth of December, 11'11'10. 
At the time of his death he was a mem- 
ber of the Senate of the University of 
ew 
Brun,>wick, and an honorary member of the 
New Brunswick Provincial Teachers' Insti- 
tute. He received the honorary degree of 
D.C.L. from the Uni\
ersity of 
ew Bruns- 
wick in l!jGG. He wa" an extensive reatlcr, 
and had a finely cultivatcd mintl. He \Va" 
an open-handed, large-hearted man, a warm 
friend and a generous opponent. As law- 
yer, politician anel pri\
ate citizen, he de- 
served well of his native Province, and of 
his country. 
From the forecroinc' outline it will be 
to '" 
apparent that Charles Fisher played an im- 
portant part in the public life of his nati\'e 
Province for an pxceptionall y long- periut 1. 
That he playetl it with credit is sufficiently 
proYed by the high antI honourable pO'ii- 
tion to which he attained during his life, 


anll by the numerous laudatory tributes to 
his memory from persons of all shalles of 
political opinion after his death. "He was 
a Liberal," says a local organ of opinion, "in 
the largest antI true meaning of the wore1. 
He was a thorough believer in the right of 
the people to rule an!l in popular institu- 
tions of c\
ery killlL He favoured vote by 
ballot, municipal institutions, railways, free 
schools, and constitutional rule. He wa,> a 
horn loyalist, every impulse of his soul being 
in the tlircction of the support of British 
laws and institutions. He was also a great 
lover of the Protestant faith in which he 
hatl been educatell, while he exercised the 
largest charity towards all who differed 
from him in religious opinion. It may 
truthfully be said of Charles Fi"her that he 
\Va" an arrlent lover of his Pro\
ince. His 
public carecr covered all the time within 
which the great improvements of the age 
have been worked out, antl his brain aided 
to secure many of these for the benefit of 
his fellow-citizens of N ('W Brun"wick. He 
was certainly the fir,.,t constitutionalla\\ yer 
aUlong New Bl"Umwickers. The institu- 
tions which hp wa,; instrumental in seCur- 
ing fur our Province he was ever ready to 
defew1. Although so much of his life was 
spent in the puhlic service, he wa') a well- 
read lawycI', antl hi" judgments were gener- 
ally base(l on the broad principles of equity 
and justice." 



THE HON. CHARLES CLARKE, 


SPEAKER OF THE LEGISLATIVE AS
EMBLY OF ONTARIO. 


L IEUTENA
T-COLONEL CLARKE 
was born in the grand old catheflral city 
of Lincoln, England, within sound of the fa- 
muus bell known as "Great Tom," on the 
28th of 
ovember, 1826. In his boyhood 
he was the pupil of )Ir.-now the Rev.- 
Thomas Cooper, well known from his conncc- 
tion with the Chartist movement, and conse- 
quent imprisonment in Stafford jail and 
likely to be known to future generations by 
his remarkable epic poem. "The Purgatory 
of Suicides." 
lr. Clarke received his mure 
advanced e\lucation at \Vaf!.lington, in Lin- 
coln,.;hire, under the tuition of Mr. George 
Boole, who is known as the author of several 
mathematical works, and who became first 
Professor of :llathematico;; in Queen's College, 
Cork, Ireland. After completing his educa- 
tion he serve.l his apprenticeship as a draper 
with Mr. John Norton of Lincoln, a promi- 
nent Radical, a warm advocate of Free Trade, 
and a peri;onal friend of John Bright and 
Richard Cobden. Brought up amif! such in- 
fluences, it is not to be wondered at that 
Mr. Clarke early imhibefl advanced ideas on 
social, commercial and political questions. 
At the time when he was expanding from 
buy hood to youth, England was agitated 
from en,l to end on the questions of un- 
restricted commerce with foreign nations 
and the abolition of the Corn Laws. He 
was even in those early days au ardent be- 
liever in Free Trade and the rights of the 
people, and the yean; that have since passed 


over his head have witnessed no abate- 
ment of his ardour. He is a Liberal of the 
Liberals. 
Sume of his family connections having 
emigrated to Canada in 1843, he followed 
during the next year, settling in the town- 
ship of Canboro', in the 
iagara District. 
Here he gave himself up to farming pursuits 
for about four years, when, in 184
, having 
suffere.l for some time from fever and ague, 
then common in that part of the country, 
he took up his residence in Hamilton. Hav- 
ing found commercial employment there, 
he alllused himself by writing two or three 
contributions for the press descriptive of 
the scenery in the neighbourhood of Elora, 
where some of his family connections re- 
sided, and where he had been a frequent 
visitor. The wild and rugged beauty of that 
region afforded, and still afrords, a suitable 
theme for a writer endowed with graphic 
power of description, and Mr. Clarke's 
contributions attracted the attention of the 
editor of the Hamilton JVlLI'WÛ a/ui E.x;- 
pl'CSS. He wa.'; invited to contribute other 
articles, and the connection led to his en- 
gagement as sub-editor of that paper. The 
JUILrlHtl !Lnrl E.!ïl/'ess was a faithful sup- 
porter of the Baldwin-Lafontaine Adminis- 
tration (which was then in power) although 
oppose.l to radical reforms. The young jour- 
nalist in a few munths obtained full control 
of its editorial col umns, and launched into 
the advocacy of measures which were then 
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thought to be altogether in advance of the 
times, but most of which have since been 
engrafted upon the statute-book, and are 
now defended by Reformers and Conserva- 
ti ves alike. 
The times were stirring. Europe was 
moved to its foundations with democratic 
excitement. Old in<;titutions were falling 
with a crash in every direction, and it would 
have been indeed strange had the move- 
ment in favour of extended reforms not 
reached Canada. The young editor found 
the work upon a semi-weekly journal in- 
sufficient for his energies. Thoughts were 
breathing within him that must tind a 
burning expression by means of some other 
channel. In 1t>.;O he contributed, under 
the pseudonym of " Reformator," a series of 
letters to the Toronto .11 i 1'I'tJl', the organ of 
the Irish Roman Catholic party, then edited 
by Dr. Joseph Workman. These letters at- 
tracted considerable attention, as their radi- 
calism was of the most pronounced char- 
acter, antI were generally attributed to the 
pen of Dr. John Rolph. They were widely 
copied, and freely commented upon by the 
R.eform press. 
Ir. Clarke's connection with 
the Hamilton JUlI t'nal nnd E.rpN'ss termi- 
nated in 1850, when he removed to Elora, 
and shortly afterwards engaged in mercan- 
tile pursuits. He still, however, continued 
to wl'Îte for the press, and was recluested by 
Mr.-now the Hon.- William 
[cDougall, 
then editing the Xudh A 1It
I'ican, to prepare 
a series of articles for that paper. He fur- 
ni.shed these under the heatling of "Plank" 
of our Platform," each article dealing with 
one of the reforms then ad\-ocated by the 
editor. Abuut this time also he contl'Îbuted 
to the Dunda<; Bt/ II /La, Paris St/ll', Toronto 
EX({1alnel' and other Reform journals. 
In HI.;2, a weekly newspaper, the Bllck- 
1I'(j(fd.
ltIan, was commenced in Elora, hy a 
joint-stock company. 
Ir. Clarke acted a;o 
its political editor for some time, persistent- 
ly defending the interests of the settlers 


who were then filling up the country from 
the Grand River to Lake Huron. His pen 
was always employed in defence of Reform 
principles. The Backu'oo(hnnan obtained a 
fair circulation, and continued to exist for 
some years, doing a fair share of work in 
determining the political bias of the locality. 
In 18.j2, he married Emma, daughter of 
Ir. 
.James Kent, of Selkirk, in the county of 
I Haldimand. Fntil the time of her death in 
1878, 
[rs. Clarke was truly a helpmeet. 
She was pos"essed of remarkable activity of 
body, was a clear and incisive thinker, a 
pleasant but not profuse conversationist, 
and a mother among ten thousand. Her 
broad common-sense views, and her cheerful 
application of them in the affairs of e\'ery- 
(lay life, were of service to her husband in 
facing many of the i.nevitable difficulties 
that arise .luring every long and busy pub- 
lic life. By this marriage Mr. Clarke had 
five children. His only son, Charles Kirk. 
is now a resident physician at the Hamilton 
Asylum for the Insane. 
In 1
;)7 Elora was incorporated, and Mr. 
Clarke was elected to the first Council. 

 ext year he was appointed Reeve, and for 
many years thereafter he occupied a seat 
in the County Council of Wellington. He 
was nominated for "-arden, but owing to 
sectional political differences he was de- 
feated by one vote. He acted as a Schoul 
Tru,.;tee for many years, anfl is now a mem- 
ber of the Elora High School Board. tak- 
I ing- a warm interest in educational progress. 
While occupying a seat in the County Coun- 
cil he wa<; a con"tant supporter of public 
improvements, and largely as,.,isted in carry- 
ing out the sy
telll of gravel roads which 
did '>0 much to develop the material interests 
of \Vellington. He hu.,> taken a fair share, 
too, in the support of the various railway 
projects brought before the people of the 
cmfnty. 
In AIlgllst, IM/l, he wa<; appointed Lieu- 
tenant in a \- oluntecr Rifle Company formed 
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in Elora. In I
Gü he rose to the Captaincy, 
having sen'ed about three months at Chat- 
ham and Point Edward previous to ami 
during the Fenian Raid. He wa<; gazetted 
Senior Major of the :30th Wellington Bat- 
talion of Rifles, upon its formation in Sep- 
tember of that year. Upon the resignation 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Higinbotham, he was 
promoted to the command of the Battalion, 
and still holds this position. As a military 
officer he is highly esteemed by the men 
under his cummand. 
From his first settlement in Wellington 
he took an active share in politics, ami for 
many ycars acted as Secretary of the Rc- 
form Associatiun of the North Riding. At 
the general election in 1
7I, he was unani- 
mously nominated by a Reform Convention 
as candidate for the representation of Centre 
Wellington in the Ontario Legislature. He 
was elected over his oppunent, Mr. Alex- 
amler .McLaren, by a majority of G74, re- 
placing a Conservative who had previously 
represented the constituency. In It;7.5 he 
was elected by acclamation, and in 1
7!) was 
reëlected by a majority of GGO, his oppo- 
nent ha\'ing- obtainC(l a trifling majority in 
only two of the polling Rub-divisions of the 
Riding. 
During his Parliamentary career l\fr. 
Clarke ha<; introduced and carrie,1 several 
bills dealing with matterR of interest to the 
farming cOllimunity, among which may be 
enumerated the Insectivorous Binls Bill, 
and a Bill for the protection of life an(llimb 
from accidents in connection with threshing 
machines. He however directed his particu- 
lar attention to the question of the Ballot. 
In 1:-;7:3 he brought in a Bill pro\'iding for 


the use of the secret vote at parliamentary 
elections, an,l succeeded in securing its sec- 
ond realling hya large majority. The Gov- 
ernment rp'luested him to withdraw this 
Bill, promiRing to deal with the question 
during the following session, and, believing 
that a matter of so much importance ought 
to he in the hanrls of the leader of the 
House, he consented. In the following ses- 
sion, 
rr. 
[owat proposed a comprehensive 
measnre, which became law, and was fol- 
luwed by another, extending the Ballot to 
municipal elections. Colonel Clarke acted 
as permanent Chairman of the Honse in 
the Third Parliament, and as Chairman of 
Standing COUlmittee on Public Accounts for 
three sessions. On the re-opening of Par- 
liament iT} l
SO, he was nominated for the 
Speakership by the Premier, secomled by 
the Hon. R. M. Wells, the retiring Rpeaker, 
ami supported by :Mr. Meredith, the leader 
of the Opposition, who expressed confirlence 
in the selection marle by the Government 
and the House. 
Sucially, Colonel ('larke is uniformly 
obliging to all, and is to-day as highly re- 
spected as any man in the county of \Vel- 
lington. He is remarkably fond of a joke, 
and enjoys it, even if told at his own ex- 
pense. He has a liking for natural science 
and art, and is generally wpll-informer!. He 
is a keen observer of men and things, quick 
at repartee, and sharp as a needle. He is 
somewhat given to satire, and ha<; been 
knuwn tu alienate acquaintances hy his 
impromptu sarcastic remarks and home 
thrusts. As a rule, however, he is a genial 
companion, of kindly feeLings, and is chari- 
table in thought, word and deed. 
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KEEPER OF THE RECORDS, CANADA. 


l\ 1 R. MORGA
 was born in the city of 
1\ Quebec, on the 14th of N ovemLer, 
11-;42. His fathcr, who had served in the 
army, (lie'd when the subject of this sketch 
was only four years of age, leaving his widow 
in straitened circumstances. The sun was 
takpn from school by his mother when he 
was eleven years of age to enter the public 
sen'ice, which he did at the foot of the lad- 
der. He was self-reliant, and lost no oppor- 
tunity of improving his lIlinrl and condition. 
He attended night-school, passed the civil 
service examination, an
l, thanks to Sir John 

[acdonalù and the late C'hief Justi!'e Harri- 
son, obtainell his promotion. Leaving the 
civil sC'r\'ice in }I'Hil, he attenlled the Arts 
cuurse of Mon-in ('ollcge, Quebcc, anil later 
on, he followed the law cour"e at :\lcGi II , 
suppurting himself and his mother the while 
by his contributions to the press. He was 
called to the Bar of Quebec antI to that of 
Ontario in the same year. Prior to this lat- 
ter event he had become Private 8ecretary 
to the Hon. Isaac Buchanan, who wa,> Presi- 
,lent of the ('uuncil in the Taché-l\laeclonald 
Alhuinistration, and on the retirement uf I 
that gentleman he was appuinted Private I 

eeretary to the Hun. \Villiam )[cDougall, 
C.B., who hdd the uflice of I'ro\'il1eial 
Secretary ill the Cualitiun nu\'ermnent" uf 
Taehé- Macdonald and :Delleau - .\lac! 10nalt1. 
\Vhen ('unfederation was aceomplishe,l .\11'. 
.\Iorgan was appointe
l to the Department 
uf State, to which branch of the public 


service he still belongs. In 18fì8, during 
the prevalence of the Texan cattle plague, 
he proceeded to the \Vestern States as a 
Commissioner to report on the nature and 
e"tent of the disease, a duty he successfully 
performed, in cUlllpany with Professor Gam- 
gee, of London, who had been charged with 
a similar mission by the British authorities. 
In October, 1
7;J, he was appointe!l to the 
charge of the public records of Canada, 
I which, by law, are under the care and con- 
trol of the Secretary of State. He took 
charge of the State records lying at Ottawa, 
and prucet-'ding to Montreal. removed from 
there to the capital all the ancient aUtI his- 
torical records which had been lying in 
the vaults of the 01,1 Government House in 
:.\Iontreal for lllany year,,-sume uf them 
since the Cun'lue
t. The whole, which forms 
a very respectahle cullection in size, is now 
being assorted, classifie!l an
l indexed. In 
lti7.ï .\Ir. l\Iorgan attaine,l to the rank of 
Chief Clerk in the Civil Service, with the 
title of Keepcr of the Records, he being the 
first to hold that office in Canada. 
Mr. Morgan is best known by his puhlished 
works. He Lcgan writing when young, for 
he was Parliamentary correspondent to an 
Eastern journal during the session of lti.ï8, 
at Toronto. He also sen'C'fl in a similar 
capacity at Quebec and Ottawa, and has 
filled the editorial chair of two daily papers. 
He wa" a,>sueiated with the late Chief Jus- 
tice Harrison in ertiting The Pu/æl', a hu- 
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morous weekly paper published at Toronto. 
He has also contributed to the British 
American 

[(lga-:ine, Julmson's Universal 
Cyclo]Jodia, Appleton's .J..Yew Ame1"Ïcan Cy- 
clvpædia, etc. 
In 1860 he published his first volume, 
being an account of the tour of the Prince 
of \Vales through Canada and the United 
States. It was well received by the press, 
and had the additional merit of earning for 
the author the thanks of Her 
[ajl-'sty the 
Queen, of the late Prince Consort, and of 
the Prince of Wales. The late Duke of 

 ewcastle and General Bruce, who accom- 
panied the Prince on his visit, testificJ in 
private letters to Mr. 
Iorgan to the accu- 
racy, ta.ste and care with which the book 
haJ been prepared. 
"Sketches of Celebrated CanaJians an(l 
Persons connected with Canada" followed 
in 1
62. This was an 8vo volume of nearly 
HOO pages, and was a more ambitious effort. 
Notwithstanding some blemishes and draw- 
backs, due chiefly to the youth anJ inex- 
perience of the author, this book possesses 
many merits, the chief of which is that it 
furnishes a readable account of eminent and 
notable CanaJians of. the pa.,>t-mission- 
aries, warriors, judges, statesmen, authors, 
officials anJ teachers. In the same year 
Mr. Morgan, after consultation with Cap- 
tain Dod, commenced the publication of 
Tltf' Canadian Padiwnenta1'Y Companion, 
mo(lelleJ on the same plan a.s the English 
work. Tit" C01njJ(lnion was continued an- 
nually by Mr. Morgan up to 1876, when he 
disposed of the copyright to the present pro- 
prietor. In )11'. 
[organ's hanJs it necame 
widely known throughout the country, and 
was acknowledged as a trustworthy author- 
ity on matters parliamentary, political and 
official. 
Mr. Morgan's 1Ilagnmn ojJus is his " Bib- 
liotheca Canadensis, or a Manual of Cana- 
dian Literature," which after long and ardu- 
ous laLour,la.sting five years, was published 
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in 181i7. It is the only complete biblio- 
graphical work yet published in Canada- 
Faribault's being only, a.,> its name indicates, 
a catalogue. Many leading literary men 
and periodicals of Europe and America have 
borne testimony to the great value of Mr. 
Morgan's labour and researches. His next 
publication was" The Canadian Legal Di- 
rectory," which embraced a full and authen- 
tic account of the several courts of law, 
thcir forms and procee(lings, with the names 
of the members of the legal profession, and 
biographical sketches of the members of the 
Judiciary. It was published in IHiS, and 
was a successful venture. In IH7n Mr. 
\lorgan began to publish" The Dominiun 
Annual Register an(l Review," of which two 
volumes have already appeared. Both of 
them are highly cre.litable to Mr. 
Iorgan's 
industry and di-.;crimination, anll will be in- 
dispensable to the future historian of Can- 
aJa. They have received very high anel 
wpU-de:-.erved cncumiums from the prpss, 
and fmm leading writers and statesmen. 
Mr. Morgan was also editor of a book, pub- 
lishetl in 1Hli4, bearing the title of "The 
Inclustrial Politics of America," embracing 
the opinions of Mr. Isaac Buchanan, then 
M.P. for Hamilton, in behalf of Protection 
to Home Industries; and of a lecture, printed 
in pamphlet form in IHli6, on "The Place 
British Americans have won in History." 
This lecture was widely read and quoted 
from, and won fur the lecturer unmea.sured 
praise from the Canaelian press. 
Mr. Morgan is a corresponding member of 
the Historical Societies of Buffalo, Quebec 
and New York, and of the American Geo- 
graphical Society; a Fellow of the Royal 
Suciety of 
 orthern Antiquaries of Den- 
mark; and one of seven honorary Fellows 
of the Royal Colonial Institute of England. 
Mr. Morgan married in lS7:1, Emily, sec- 
ond daughter of the Hon. Albert Norton 
Richards, Q.C., Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Province of British Columbia. 
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, Q.C., D.C.L. 


J PDGE DUXKI:\ was an Englishman I 
· by birth, descent, and early education. 
He was born on the 2Hh of September, IHII, 
anò wa<; educated first at the Cniver
ity of 
London, and afterwards at the Gla<;gow U ni- 
versity. He emigrated to the rnited States 
while still a young man, and completed his 
educational training at Harvard Cniversity, 
Cambridge, )Iassachusetts. He was after- 
wards for a <;hort time a teacher of Greek in 
that institution. 
 ot long before the re- 
bellion he removed to Lower Canada, and 
was for some time engaged in journalism in 
:Montreal. Hc edited the J[fII'lliitrJ Chrunicle 
of that city from the month of )Iay, 1
:3ï, to I 
the summer of IR
8. In the last-named I 
year he was appointed Secretary to the 
Education Commission under the Earl of 
Durham, who arrived in Canada in )lay, as 
Governor-General and Lord High Commis- 
<;ioner "for the arljustment of certain im- 
portant affairs affecting the Provinces of 
Upper and Lower Canada." After serving 
for some time on the Education Commis- 
sion Mr. Dunkin wa.<; appointed Secretary 
of the Post Office Commis<;ion. In IH:m he 
contributed to the Nudh An/,n.ic(U/ Rc- 
7,ie'W, published at Boston, )[a.<;sachusetts, a 
thoughtful paper on British American poli- 
tics. Upon the consummation of the "Cnion 
of 184,1, he was appointed As"istant Secre- 
tary for Lower Canada, a position which he 
retained until the month of )Iay, lð4ï. He 
had meanwhile studied law in the office of 
IY -28 


the late )Ir. Alexander Buchanan, Q.C., of 
)[ontreal, and afterwards in the office of 
)11'. Francis Godschall J ohn<;on, now a 
Puisné Judge of the Supreme Court of the 
Province of <..!ucbec. In IS.Hi he was called 
to the Bar of the Lower Province, and in 
)Iay of the follo\\ ing year he resigned his 
Assistant Secretaryship in order to devote 
himself exclusiwly to his profession. He 
practised for some years in l\lontreal, in 
partnership with )Icssieurs William Collis 
)[eredith (the present Chief Justice of the 
Superior Court of Quebec) and Strachan 
Bethune, Q.C'. 
At the general election of I8H he was 
an unsuccessful candidate for the represen- 
tation of the county of Drummond in the 
Canadian '-\'ssl'mbly. His successful com- 
petitor wa.,> )Ir. R. X. Watts. He did not 
again seek Parliamentary honours until the 
general election of II-J.n, when he \\as re- 
turned to the sixth Parliament of Canada 
by the electors of Drummond and Artha- 
baska. He represented that con,;tltuency 
in the Assembly until the general election 
of II)()I, when he was defeated. He then 
offered himself to the electors of Brome, 
and was returned at the head of the poll. 
He sat in the A>>sembly for the county of 
Brome from January, 181ì:!, until the Union, 
when he wa.<; returned to the House of 
Commons by acclamation by the same con- 
stituency. 
.Mr. Dunkin, during his Parliamentary 
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career, acted with the Conservati\Te Party, 
and was always regarded as belonging to 
that side of politics, though he conducted 
himself with great independence, and record- 
ed his votes irre
pective of Party considera- 
tions. On the great question of Confedera- 
tion he differed widely from those with 
whom he usually acted. He attacked the 
project as immature, faulty in detail, and 
likely to lea,l to emban-assments and con- 
fusions worse than those it wa." de:-.igned to 
remove. Though suffering from illness at 
the time of the Confederation debate, he 
made a long and impressivE' speech wherein 
he assailed nearly every proposition of the 
Quebec ('I)nference of 1HG4. E\-entually, 
however. when it became apparent that 
no opposition on his part would be effec- 
tive in defeating the project, he, during 
the session of 1
(j6, avowed his determina- 
tion to a,>sist in making the then proposed 
Confederation heneficial to the country at 
large. He took an active part in maturing 
the necessary preparatory legislation, and 
\Va." one of the most prominent advocates 
of the educatiunal interests of the minori- 
ties in both lTpper an(l Lower Canada. In 
1867 he was created a Queen's Counsel. 
In July, 1t:>G7. he was invited by the 
Hon. )11'. Chauveau to juin the Local Cabi- 
net of the Province of Quebec. He accept- 
ed the invitation, and enten.d the Quebec 
Cabinet as Pro\'incial Treasurer. His du- 
ties in this position were neeess:,rily of 
an intricate character, from the ulHettled 
accounts between the two sections .)f the 
old Province and the Dominion. In thc 
negotiations that took place towar, h; the 
final adjwlication of these claim,; he acted 
with considerable deliberation, but it can- 
not be said that he acted otherwise than 
in accordance with his pletIge a." givt'n in 
18Gü, to exert his utmost influence to make 
the Union a success. He occupied the post 
of Provincial Treasurer of Quebec until the 
month of November, 18ü9, when he accept- 


ed office in the Dominion Cabinet as Minis- 
ter uf Agriculture and Statistics. The re- 
signation of the Hon. (now Sir) John Rose 
had left the British population of (""uebec 
without a representati\'e in the Privy Coun- 
cil, antI 
rr. Dunkin. who cnjoyed the full- 
est confillence of his large and influential 
constituency, and was held in high personal 
esteem by all classes of the community, 
was regarded a." a fitting substitute for 

lr. Rose. He held office until the 2.'5th of 
October, 1t:>71, when he was elevated to a 
seat on the Judicial Bench as a Puisné Jwlge 
of the Supcrior Court of (
hll'hec, as succes- 
sor to the late Hon. 1\11'. Justice Short. He 
filled that position until his death, which 
took place at his home at Knowlton, near 
)Iontreal, on the 6th of .January last. He 
\Va" succeedeù as 
linister of Agriculture by 
the gentleman who now holds that office- 
the Hon. .J ohn Henry Pope. 
As a legislator )11'. Dunkin ohtained wide 
recognition by the Act (respecting the sale 
of intoxicating liquors and the issue of 
licenses therefur) which is commonly coup- 
led with his name, but which is more cor- 
rectly intituled the Canada Temperance 
Act of 18G4. This important mea.sm-e has 
since been frequently amelllle(l, an,l portions 
of it have been repealed. Such clauses of 
it as are still in force are embodied in the 
Canada Temperance Act of 1H7t:>. A Cana- 
dian writer portraying )11'. Dunkin during 
his tenure of office a,> Minister of Agricul- 
ture referred in the following terms to 
that gentleman's career as a legislator: II In 
proportion to his physical strength, Mr. 
Dunkin is a llIan uf extraordinary mental 
energy. _\.s a Parliamentary debater he is 
distinguished by the closeness of his reason- 
ing; in fact, he has sometimes been regard- 
ed as rea,.,oning so closely as to demolish 
both siùe" of the fluestion, and leave his 
audience in utter perplexity. The elabora- 
tion of detail, which is a characteristic of 
the legal mind, frequently obscures the 
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main feature of an argument in the view of 
less carefully trained intellect,;;, and thus 
usually the best lawyers are con<;idered 
'hair splitters' when they enter into the 
discussion of political questions. Mr. Dun- 
kin did not escape this imputation on his 
first entry into public life, ami has, perhaps, 
scarcely yet lived it down. But his course 
on public questions has gi,oen evidence of I 
statesmanlike capacity, as well as of patri- 
otic devotion to the pu blic good. He has 
been to the Lower Canada Con<;ervatives 
somewhat as the Hon. J. S. Macdonald to 
the Upper Canada Reformers-of the Party 
by association and conviction, but maintain- 
ing his own peculiar views." 
_\., a lawyer and jurlge he was conspicuous 
for his comprehensi\'e knowledge of French, 
as well as English, law and practice. He 
was regarded by his brother judges and by 
the profession at large as one of the most 
learned anù large-minded men on the Bench 
of the Lower Pro\'ince. 
In a.Idition to the papers already men- I 
tioned. the su
iect of this sketch published 
an address deli\'ered at the Bar of the Legis- 
lati,-e A-;sembly of Canada on behalf of cer- 


tain proprietors of Scig-nories against the 
second reading of the Bill intituled ".An.Act 
to define Sei"nurial Ricrhts in Lower Can- 
'" '" 
ada, and to facilitate the redemption there- 
of." This was published at Quebec in 1863. 
In Ix:>.> he published at :\lontreal the "Case 
(in part) of the Seigniors of Lo\\ cr Canada, 
submitted to the Jmlcres of the Court of 
'" 
Queen's Bench and of the Superiùr Court 
for Lower Canafla." 
:\11'. Dunkin married )Iiss .Mary Barber, 
daughter of the late Dr. .Jonathan Barber, 
afterwards of :'IlcGill University, :\Iontreal. 
He held various offiees of dignity. He \Va,;; 
l>resident of the Shakspeare Club of lIont- 
real, and a member of the Council of Public 
In"truction. He was also an active promoter 
of the volunteer lllO\Oement, and in lSUI) 
i.,;sued a "memorandum" relative to the 
militia system. From 18:)6 to 1
.j!) he was 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Montreal Light 
Infantry; and from September, 1 86(j, to 
June, IH72, was Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
.>2nd (" Bedford") Battalion of V. I. He 
\Vat; also a Governor of :\lcGiIl University, 
:\Iontreal, and a Trustee of St. Francis Col- 
lege, Richmond, P.Q. 



TILE HO:\f. LIEUT.-COL. J. G. BLAI'\CHET, 11.D., 


SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF COllDfONS. 


D R. BLA
CHET is a descendant of an 
old :French family which settled in 
this country at an early period of our his- 
tory, and ha<; ever since resided in the Prov- 
ince of Quebec. His father was the late 
Louis Blanchet, of St. Pierre, Rivière du 
Sud, and he himself was born there on the 
7th of June,IH29. He received his edu- 
cation at the Quebec Seminary, an(l at the 
Ste. Anne College. He chose to devote him- 
self to the medical profession, and upon 
completing his professional studies he set- 
tle!] duwn to practice as a physician at the 
town of Lévis-common]y known as Point 
Levi-on the southern shore of the St. 
Lawrence River. opposite Quebec. He en- 
joyed a successful professional career, and 
acquired much popularity among his fel- 
low-townsmen, who elected him 
layor of 
the town on six different occasions. In the 
munth of August, 18.jO, he married Emilie, 
daughter of )1. G. D. Balzaretti, of Milan, 
in Italy. 
In politics Dr. Blanchet has always 
acted with the Conservative Party. He 
first aspired to fpolitical honours in 1857, 
when he unsuccessfully contested the rep- 
resentation of the town of Lévis in the 
Canadian A8!ielllbly. At the general elec- 
tion of 18GI he made the attempt a second 
time, and was successful. He thenceforth 
represented Lévis in the Assembly until 
Confederation. At the first general election 
under the Union he was returned byaccla- 


mation to the House of Commons by his 
old con<;tituents in Lévis; and at the elec- 
tion for the Loca] Legislature of the Prov- 
ince of Quebec he was also returned at the 
head of the poll for Lév;s. Dual representa- 
tion was then permissible, and Dr. Blanchet 
occupied a seat in both Legislatures until 
the passing of the Act prohibiting such 
a course in 1874, when he resigned his seat 
in the Commons in order to remain in the 
Local Assembly, in which he had ever since 
the meeting of the first Parliament after 
the Union occupied the position of Speaker. 
At the general election held in the following 
year (187.j) for the Local Parliament he was 
defeated. During the same year the Hon. 
Telesphore Fournier, the representative of 
the county of Bellecha.'3se in the House of 
Commons, was raised to the Bench of the 
Supreme Court, and a vacancy was thus left 
in the representation of that constituency. 
Dr. Blanchet presented himself to the elec- 
tors, and was returned on the 2:3rd of N 0- 
yember. He sat for Bellecha.<;se until the 
close of the Third Parliament. At the 
general election held on the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1878, he offered himself as a candi- 
date for Lhe Commons to the electors of 
Lévis, in opposition to Mr. L. H. Frechette, 
whom he defeated by a majority of 118 
votes. He now sits in the House for Lévis. 
Upon the assembling of the Fuurth Parlia- 
ment on the 1:3th of February, IR7!}, he was 
nominated by Sir John :Macdonald, the 
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Premier, for the office of S!>eaker of the 
Commons, and the nomination was seconded 
by the Hon. (now Sir) Samuel Leonard 
Tilley. The Premier spoke in high term
 
of Dr. Blanchet's qualifications for the post, 
amI Mr. 
\Iackenzi
, leader of the Opposi- 
tion, in commenting upon the nomination, 
said there was no gentleman on the )[inis- 
terial side uf the House in whom he and his 
friends on the Opposition benches would 
have greater confi(lence. 
In IS():J Dr. Blanchet raised the 17th 
Battaliun of Volunteer Infantry, of which 
he was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, and 


which he ha.'3 ever since commanded. He 
also commanded the Third Admi
istrative 
Battalion in frontier service during the St. 
Alban's Raid in ] 8()5, and wa.,; in com- 
mand of the Active Militia Force on the 
south shore of the St. Lawrence, Quebec 
District, during the Fenian Raid in 18()(), 
and again in l
ïO. In 1
71 he wa,; elected 
Presillent of the Cacle de Qltehec, and in 
1
72 he \Va.'3 elected President of the Lévis 
and Kennebec Railway. In 1
7:J he wa.'! 
appointed a member of the Catholic section 
of the Council of Public Instruction for the 
Province of Quebec. 
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THE HON. CHRISTOPHER S. PATTERSON. 


C HRISTOPHER SALMON P A TTER- 
fo;ON comes of Irish stock, but was I 
born in Lundon, England-wht're his par- 
ents at that time resided--in the year 1
23. 
He received his primary education in Lon- 
don, and afterwards attended the Royal 
Academical In.<;titution, Belfast, IrPland. 
He emigrated to Canada in 184.5, when he 
\Va" in his twenty-second year, and settled 
at the town of Picton, in the county of 
Prince Edwal'd, Canarla \Vest. He imme- 
diatelyafterwards entered upon the study 
of the legal profession in the office of Mr. 
Philip Low, Q.C., at Picton, anrl remained 
there until the expiration of his articles. 
He was admitted as an Attorney on the 7th 
of fo;eptember, 18.50. In Hilary Term of 
the following year he was called to the Bar 
of Upper Canada, and immediately after- 
wards formed a partnership with his former 
principal, Mr. Low, and settled down to 
practice at Picton. This partnership lasted 
until the year 185û, when the subject of 
this sketch removed to Toronto, and entered 
into partnership with Mr. Adam Wilson 
(the present .T udge of the Court of Queen's 
Bench) and )lr. James Beaty, Q.c., the style 
of the firm being Wilson, Patterson &, Beaty. 
The firm enjoyed a large and profitable 
business of the best class, and had a very 
large agency connection. Upon Mr. \Vilson's 
elevation to the Judicial Bench, in May, 
IHli3, the style of the firm became Patterson 
& Beaty, and afterwards underwent various 


modifications. In 18ûû Mr. Patterson be- 
came a Bencher of the Law Society of Up- 
per Canada, and in 1
71, when the Act 
came into operation whereby Benchers were 
elected by the profession at large, he was 
elected to that dignity. During the last- 
mentioned year he was also appointed a 
member of the Law Reform Commission. 
In 1
72 he was created a Queen's Counsel. 
On the ûth of June, 1874, he was elevated 
to the Bench as a Justice of the Court of 
Appeal-a position which he has ever since 
filled. In the autumn of 1877 he was ap- 
pointed a Commisl>ioner to investigate and 
report upon certain charges of partiality 
and official misconduct which had been 
made against the Central Committee of 
Examiners of the Educational Department 
of Ontario. The investigation occupied 
several weeks, and rendered necessary the 
examination of a large number of wit- 
nesses, including several of the leading 
publishers of Toronto. Judge Patterson's 
report fully exonerated the Committee from 
the charges which had been brought against 
them. 
In IH.'):l, while engaged in practice at 
Picton, he married Miss )Iary Dickson, a 
daughter of the late :Mr. Andrew Dickson, 
of Glenconway, in the county of Antrim, 
Ireland. He is known as an industrious, 
painstaking, aud well-read lawyer, and his 
decisions inspire the respect due to his dig- 
nified position. 



JACQUES 


A x account of the life of Jacques Cartier 
cannot be omitted from a work de- 
voted to Canadian biography, amI had there 
been any attempt to preserve chronological 
onler it must have appeare(l very early in 
the first volume, instead of at the en,l of 
the fourth. To Jacques Cartier belongs the 
honour of being the first European to ex- 
plore the interior of the land upon the coa.<,t 
of which Cabot amI his companions had 
merely set foot, and for this rea,>on he is 
rightly accredited with being the real dis- 
cO\-erer of Canada. 
But little is known with respect to his 
early life. He \Va.'! born at the ancient sea- 
port town of St. )Ialo, in Brittany; that 
nursery of intrepid mariners, which )11'. 
Parkman de
cribes as .. thru::.t out like a 
buttress into the sea, strange and grim of 
a.<,pect, breathing war from its wall an, I bat- 
tlements of ragged stone-a stronghold of 
privateers, the home of a race whose in- 
tractable and defiant inùepemlence neither 
time nor change has :mbdued." It had been 
the home of the Cartier family for many 
years. The presumed date of the birth of 
the discoverer of Cana(la is tilt' :Hst of De- 
cember. 14!:14. His youth, likc that of many 
of his adw.ntllrous cuntemporaries, seems to 
have been passed chiefly on thC' water, and 
it is conjectured that he had made several 
voyages to the Banks of Newfoundland be- 
fore he engaged in the more extended enter- 
prises which were destined to gain for him a 
patent of nobility, and to transmit his name 
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to a remote posterity. \Vhile still young 
he marriell the Demoiselle Catherine (It's 
(jranches, with whose han(l he seems to have 
aC'luired some property of more or less value 
in the neighbourhood of St.1Ialo. Not much 
is definitely known at; to his achievement'!, 
however, until he wa.'3 about forty years of 
age, when he was despatched by PhillippI' 
,Ie Chahot-Brion, Admiral of France, acting 
for King Francis I., on a voyage of discovery 
to the western world. 
The discovery of the American continent 
led to the settlement of those colonies in 
Mexico and Peru which proved so fruitful 
a source of wealth to Spain, and the ac- 
counts of which so effectually aroused the 
enterprise of other European Powers. The 
achievements of Cortez amI Pizarro mure 
or less inflamed the cupidity of every mono 
arch in Europe. Among others, Francis I., of 
France, determined upon securing a share of 
the spoiL He resolved to found an Ameri- 
can colony which should in the first place 
serve to deplete his kingdom of its surplus 
populatiun, and which might eventually 
contribute to fill his treasury with the newly- 
discovered mineral wealth of the Xew 
"Torld. In L.')24 John Yerazzano was de- 
spatched across the Atlantic on a voyag-e of 
discovery. That intrepid na\ igatOl' coa.'!ted 
along the seaboard of the greater part of 
what is now the United States, and took 
nominal possession of the territory on be- 
half of his sovereign. To him the world is 
indebted for the earliest written description 
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known to exist of the coasts which he ex- 
plored. He seems to have made a second 
voyage next year, with rather barren results 
after which an interval of nearly ten years 
elapsed without any further attempts at 
western colonization on behalf of France. 
In !?j:U .Jacqués Cartier was sent on an ex- 
pedition similar to that previously under- 
taken by Verazzano. 
He sailed for Newfoundland from St. 
Malo on the 20th of April, with a view to 
exploring the unknown expanse beyond the 
fishing-grounds. He passed through the 
Straits of Belle Isle, and advanced up the 
St. Lawrence to within sight of Anticosti. 
He had no doubt that the mighty stream 
upon which he wa.<; embarked connectefl 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and that 
he had at la.,>t discovered the true western 
route to India and China. The weather, 
however, wa." very stormy, and he was not 
pTOvi<;ioned for an extenderl voyage; so, 
after luring two young Indians from the 
mainlanrl on board his vessel, he set sail for 
France, resolving to return with more thor- 
ough equipment.,> in the following spring. 
The spring of l.'):
.) wa<; far advanced be- 
fore he started on his second voyage. On 
the] Ðth of )lay, in that year, he set sail 
with his officers and crew in a little fleet 
consisting of three vessels, the largest of 
which was only of 120 tons burthen. 


" In the seaport of Rt. Malo 'twas a smiling morn in 
May, 
\Vhen the Commodore Jacques Cartier to the west- 
ward sailed a\\ay; 
In the crO\Hled old cathedral all the town \\ere on 
their knees 
For the safe return of kinsmen from the undiscov- 
ered seas; 
And every autumn blast that swept o'er pinnacle 
and pier, 
Fill'd many hearts with sorro\\, and gentle hearts 
with fear." 


So sings, or sang, the late Thomas D' Arcy 
McGee. 
The hardy mariners crossed the ocean in 


safety, and again a<;cended the St. Lawrence, 
past the Island of Anticosti, pa.<;t the frown- 
ing cliffs which guard the entrance to the 
Saguenay, and early in September anchored 
in a quiet channel between a richly-wooded 
island and the northern bank of the river. 
The foliage of the trees on this island was 
almost hidden from view by innumerable 
rlark clusters of fast ripening grapes, for 
which rea80n f'artipr named it the Isle of 
Bacchus. It is now called the Island of 
Orleans. Here he disembarked anrl went 
a<;hore, accompanied by his officers and part 
of his crew, and by the two young natives 
whom he harl captured on his former voy- 
age. The favourable account given hy the 
latter-whose names were Taignoagny anfl 
Domagaya-of the treatment they had re- 
ceived from their captors at once gained for 
the explorers the good-will of the Inrlians, 
who came flocking about them in great num- 
bers. Next day the native potentate, whose 
name was Donnacona, attended by his fol- 
lowers in twelve canoes, paid Cartier a visit 
in state, and the interview was marked by 
mutual protestations of friendship. Having 
thus established amicable relations with the 
natives, Cartier proceeded up the river in a 
small bont in search of a secure place of 
anchorage for his little fleet. He ascend('(l 
to the head of the island, and there beheld 
"a mighty promontory, rugged and bare" 
looming before him, with a primitive In- 
dian village at its base. The village was 
Donnacona's capital, and occupied the site 
now covered by St. Roque and St. .John, two 
districts of Quebec. It consisterl merely of 
a fe\\ rude wigwams, and rejoiced in the 
name of Stadacona. A short distance up the 
stream-now caBed the St. Charles-which 
here joins the St. Lawrence, Cartier found 
the desirerl haven for his ships, which were 
forthwith brought up and anchored there. 
It is said that when the lofty prolllontorr 
wa." first beheld by the French sailors they 
exclaimed, "Quel bee! "-" \Vhat a beak!" 
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and thus give rise to the name" Quebec." 
Another derivation, however, seems much 
more probable, and has come to be generally 
accepted as the true one. - The word kebec, 
in the language of the natives who were 
then settled on the banko; of the St. Law- 
rence, signifies" a strait "-and this expres- 
sion might yery properly have been applied 
to the narrowing of the rivet" at this point. 
After partaking of the Indian prince's hospi- 
talities, Cartier resolved to proceed up the 
St. Lawrence, to Hochelaga, which was de- 
scribed by the natives as a great city farther 
up the river, and a good many days' jour- 
ney. Cartier determined to pay a visit to 
this remote city, the more especially as 
Donnacona, "the Lord of Stadacona," full 
of inward misgivings concerning these in- 
trepid white men fmm beyond the great 
salt water, urgently dissuaded him from so 
doing. He set sail on the 19th of Septem- 
ber, 153\ in a pinnace, with two smaller 
boats in tow. His crew comisted of twenty- 
eight sailors, the two natives. and four 
French gentlemen who had accompanied 
him on his expcdition, one of whom was 
Claudius (Ie Ponte Briand, cupbcarer to the 
Dauphin of France. Upon arriving at the 
head of Lake St. Peter they found the water 
so shallow that recourse was had to the 
small boats. On the 
nd of October the 
company landed below the current of St. 
Marie, six miles from their intended desti- 
nation, and on the following morning made 
the rest of the journey on foot. How dif- 
ferent from a journey over the same ground 
at the present day: They were one and all 
delighted with the variegated appearance 
of the country, a great part of which was 
covered with stately oak trees resplendent 
in their autumn foliage, the ground beneath 
being plentifully bestrewn with acorns. 
When about two-thirds of the distance had 
been traversed they were met by a chief 
and a number of natives, with who m they 
.. See the sketch of Champlain in Vol. 1. 
IV-29 


held converse through the medium of the 
two Indians, who had by this time acquired 
some knowledge of the French language.t 
They proceeded towards the village. The 
path was well beaten, and they soon emerged 
from the forest into spacious fields of corn, 
by which the villag
 was surrounded on all 
sides to the distance of nearly a mile. As 
they approached the entrance to the village 
they were met by the Agouhanna, " the King 
of the country," who was carried aloft on the 
shoulder::; of the natives, and who had come 
forth to do homage to his visitors, whom he 
believed to be angels sent down by the Great 
Spirit to heal the disea.o;es of His children. 
Cartier read a portion of the Gospel of St. 
John-whereby, it is to be presumed, the na- 
tives were greatly edified-and offered up a 
prayer, after which the party were conduct- 
ed through the solitary gateway whereby 
entrance was effected into the village. 
It must have been a queer spot, indeed, 
that Indian village of Hochelaga, when first 
beheld by Jacques Cartier and the handful 
of adventurous Frenchmen who accom- 
panied him on his expedition. It was built 
after a fashion very different from the vil- 
lages of Brittany, though subsequent ex- 
plorers of the territory inhabited by the 
Hurons and Iroquois found many others of 
similar construction. It was circular in 
form, and surrounded by a rude wall. In 
front of the rampart were three rows of 
strong wooden palisades about eleven feet 
in height, which seemed to have been put 
together with some rudimentary knowledge 
of the principles of fortitication. Along 
the inside of the two outer rows ran narrow 
galleries, accessible by means of scaling- 
ladders placed at regular intervals of a few 


t So say the old chronicles, but there is evidently some 
mistake or omission. The two Indian boys did not belong 
to the sarno! nation a.ø the inhabitants of Hochelaga, and 
must have spoken a different lanKuage or dialect. How 
then could they have a.cted as interpreters between the 
latter and the Frenchmen! It is probable that any con- 
verse which took place was chiefly by signs. 
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yards apart. All along the galleries were 
placed piles of stones and knotted clumps 
of wood of all sizes, to be used a.'! missiles 
in case of an attack upon the place. The 
houses, of which there were about fifty, 
were of uniform size and pattern. They 
are described a... being about fifty paces long 
by twelve or fifteen broad, and were made 
of wood, covered with bark .. as broad as 
any board, and cunningly joined together." 
They were tunnel-shaped. with court-yards 
in the midI He, and each contained a suffi- 
cient number of chambers for the accommo- 
dation of several families. The inhabitants 
understood the mysteries of bread-making, 
and kept their corn, beans, pumpkins and 
squashes in garrets or upper chambers. The 
gate by which ingress and egress to and 
from the enclosure were obtained was rudely, 
but strongly, fortified with huge wooden 
stakes and bars. Such, according to Jacques 
Cartier's description, was the Indian village 
of Hochelaga. 
After spending several hours in walking 
to and fro within the enclosure, and in in- 
specting the interior of many of the habi- 
tations, Cartier a.'1cended the mountain and 
surveyed the magnificent prospcct visible 
from its summit. He was much impressed 
by the beauty of the scenery, and christened 
the elevation" Mont Royal"-a name which, 
in the slightly modified form of .. Muntreal," 
was subsequently applied to the neighbour- 
ing city. The Agouhanna, regarding the 
Breton mariner and his companions as the 
direct emissaries of the Great f4pirit, over- 
whelmed them with kindness, and entreated 
them to prolong their stay; but Cartier had 
seen sufficient to take the keen edge off" his 
curiosity, and after learning such particulars 
respecting the country farther west as the 
natives were able to give, he started on his 
return to Stadacona about sunset on the 
evening of the day of his arrival. rpon 
reaching the mouth of the St. Charles- 
called by him the St. Croix-he found his 


crew busy constructing a palisade round his 
vessels, as it had been determined to pass 
the winter there. Before the rigorous sea- 
son was far advanced a malignant type of 
scurvy broke out among the Europeans, 
which carried off 2.'5 out of the 110 men 
composing the expedition. The disorder 
was at last arrested by a decoction of the 
bark and leaves of the spruce fir, a tree 
called by the natives anneda. The hardy 
Frenchmen who survived passed a dreary, 
miserable winter, and upon the arrival of 
spring they prepared to return to France. 
Before leaving Stadacona they were guilty 
of an act of base treachery and ingratitude, 
after the manner of the explorers of those 
times. They had been well treated by the 
Indian sovereign, who had extended to them 
many acts of kindness. He had, however, 
told Cartier many strange stories of the 
country farthm' westward, and some of these 
narratives were so extraordinary that the 
latter was unwilling to stake his reputation 
with the French king by retailing them 
without proof. He accordingly resolved to 
capture Donnacona and some of his chiefs, 
and carry them back with him to the French 
court, where the King could hear all those 
marvels from their own lips. Having lured 
them into an ambuscade, he seized and con- 
veyed them on board his vessels, whereupon 
the sails were spread, and the expedition 
returned to St. Malo, arriving thither on the 
the 16th of July, 15:3ü. The inhabitants of 
the old seaport may well have wondered 
when they heard the marvellou'J tale which 
their adventurous fellow-townsman had to 
tell them. 
The luckless captive sovereign and his 
chiefs did not long survive their abduction 
from their native wilds. Excellent care, 
however, was taken of their souls. "In 
due time," says Mr. Parkman, "they had 
been baptized, and soon reapcd the benefit 
of the rite, since they all died within a year 
or two." 
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On the 23rd of May, 1541, Cartier, with 
a fleet of five vessels, was despatched on a 
third expedition to the St. Lawrence. Upon 
reaching Stadacona he was asked by the 
natives for intelligence of their chief and 
thc other warriors who had been abducted. 
He informed them that Donnacona was 
dead, and that the other chiefs had married 
wi ves and determined to remain in the old 
world. The latter statement was, as ap- 
pears from the facts stated above, a false- 
hood. The Indians, not unnaturally, were 
sullen and suspicious, and declined to pro- 
mote a European settlement in their coun- 
try. Cartier accordingly deemed it prudent 
to withdraw from Stadacona, and proceeded 
up the river to Cap Rouge, where he built 
a small fort and passed another uncomfort- 
able winter. During the following sum- 
mer he made occasional incursions into the 
surrounding country in search of precious 
metals. He found only a few small spcci- 
mens of gold in the beds of some of the 
rivulet;;, and a few small diamonds on the 
promontory where the citadel subsequently 
arose. His supplies soon ran short, and he 
once more made up his mind to return to 
France. Putting into the harbour of St. 
John, Newfoundland, he encountered the 
Sieur de Roberval-who had been appointed 
Governor of New France-accompanied hy 
nearly 200 people, whom he had brought 
out to form tile nucleus of a colony. Car- 
tier continued his homeward journey, and 
arrived safely at his destination. This was 
his last western voyage, or at any rate the 
last as to which any positive information 
has come Ilown to us. It is said by some 
writers that during the autumn of 1543 he 
returned to the assistance of Roberval, but 
the evidence on this point is to say the least 
doubtful. All that is certainly known as 
to his subsequent career is that Francis L 
granted him a patent of nobility, and created 
him Seigneur of Limoilou; and that he died, 
leaving no issue behind him, in 1534. His 


seignorial mansion, a rude stone structure, 
still stands almost intact in the outskirts of 
the village of Limoilou, in the ncighbour- 
hood of St. Malo. 
There is no evidence that Hochelaga was 
ever again seen by European eyes for many 
years after the date of Cartier's visit. The 
statement to be found in guide-books and 
elsewhere to the effect that the place was 
settled by a small colony from Brittany in 
1542 is entirely without foundation. When 
Samuel Champlain visited the spot, in l(i03, 
he found it deserted, and he shortly after- 
wards learned that the tribe which had for- 
merly inhabited it had been exterminated 
by their enemies. When he again visited 
the neighbourhood in 1G11 he found the 
village occupied by the Hurons, who had 
formed a treaty with the Algonquins to re- 
sist the continual incursions of the warlike 
Iroquois. So that even the name of the 
tribe to which Jacques Cartier's entertain- 
ers belonged is unknown. From certain 
peculiarities in their language and architec- 
ture it is presumable that they were an off- 
shoot or kindred tribe of the Hurons, but 
nothing definite is known as to their origin 
or subsequent history. The name of their 
village survÏ\Tes, being perpetuated by the 
name of an eastern suburb of 
Iontreal, and 
by the name of the county in which it 
is situated. If it were permitted to Jacques 
Cartier to revisit the scenes of some of his 
former exploits on this planet, he would 
find many evidences around him that the 
world has not stood still during the three- 
hundred-and-odd years which have elapsed 
since he lived and moved among men. 
Since those days when the Emel'illon first 
ploughed the limpid waters of the St. Law- 
rence under his guidance, generations have 
come and gone, dynasties have arisen and 
fallen, and many places and things which 
then were living realities have crumbled 
into dust and become faded memories of 
a past age. The mysteries of a new world 
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have been revealed to the gaze of civilized 
mankind, and even the old world has under- 
gone such startling transformations that the 
hardy mariner of Brittany would find in it 
comparatÏ\'ely little to reminò him of those 
far-away times when he had his habitation 
therein. In his native town of St. Malo he 
might, perhaps, be able to find his way 
along once familiar streets to the site of the 
little house near the Qtwi St. Dominiqne 
which he Waß wont to call his home; but 
the house itself has given way to an es- 
tablishment for the sale of ships' stores, and 
the little church where he was wont to 
attend mass has been metamorphosed into 
a refuge for disabled seamen. By journey- 
ing out a mile or two into the suburbs he 
would find the seignorial mansion of Limoi- 
Iou still standing. and looking sufficiently 
like its former self to recall to his memory 
the days when it served the purpose of his 
country-seat. But if he were wafted to 
these western shores, and set down any- 
where within the limits of what is now the 
city of Montreal, his would be a lost spirit 
indeed. On the site where, on the morning 
of the 3rd of October, 15:35, he found large 
fields of Indian corn and a few rude Indian 
huts covered with bark, he would to-day 
behold a great and prosperous city, abound- 
ing with stately temples of commerce, and 
with palatial private mansions beside which 
the most pretentious structures of his native 
town would appear poor and insignificant. 
Instead of languid stalks of corn, more or 
less stunted by the severity of the northern 
climate, lofty cathedral towers and church 
spires now raise their tall points cloud-ward, 
and myriad human feet tread the streets 
which once echoed only to the shrill war- 


whoop of the barbarian and to the discon- 
solate wail of the forest. The noble ri\'er 
still rolls by on its way to the sea, and the 
neighbouring mountain still rears its front 
in the distance; but the banks of the one 
no longer present an uninviting face of 
slime and mud, and the heights of the other 
are no longer the abodes of poisonous ser- 
pents and howling beasts of prey. The mud- 
bank has given way to a long unbroken 
front of sculptured stone, by the side of 
which are moored stately ships which bear 
the choice products of the land to every 
port in the known world. On the moun- 
tain where the swarthy savage roamed at 
his own sweet will in pursuit of wolves and 
deer, the eye now encounters beautifully 
laid out drives and pleasure-grounds, attrac- 
tive suburban villas, and many other objects 
indicative of an advanced state of civiliza- 
tion. And instead of a sparse population 
of about a hundred and fifty Indian fami- 
lies gaining a rude livelihood by hunting. 
fishing, and primitive agriculture, Sailor 
Jacques would, in these days, find an ac- 
tive, energetic people to the number of 
more than a hundred thousand-composed 
largely of descendants of his own country- 
men-engaged in almost every branch of 
trade under the sun, and rapidly increa.,>ing 
in numbers, in wealth, and in general com- 
mercial importance. Such are the changes 
which three and a half centuries of time 
have brought about. The bewildered ghost 
of the erewhile skipper of St. Malo might 
well be excused if it failed to recognize 
anything familiar in the landscape which 
once aroused his enthusiasm, and which 
he was the first European to behold and 
describe. 
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